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WE NEVER FORGET.

Once again the anuiversary of the Chicago tragedy arrives !
To those of us (enthusiastic Revolationary Socialists at the time)
who followed step by step the whole fnu{ deliberate murder of
our comrades, it seems impossible that thirteen years have
elapsed since they were done to death. The fearful wrench it
caused in the henrt of every honest liLerty-loving individual at
the moment was such, that November 11th can never approach
without a slight catching of the breath, & flush of indignation;
a feeling that if ever we wish to be reminded of the tigerish
instincts of the capitalisl class—especially if their power to
plunder is even momentarily menaced—we have nnly to recall
the dark days which colminated on that date in'Chicago.

Few 1"&-&“3" believed till the very last moment that the gov-
ernor of the State of Illinvis would carry out the sentence of
passion and prejudice. When, however, he allowed it to proceed
in the case of Spies, Parsons, Fischer and Engel, their dying
worde sounded the death-knell of any lingering faith in demo-
eratic institutions, and created more convinced Anarchists by
vne ohject lesson than could have beon converted by years of
reasoning or preaching of principles.

Only thirtesn years; yet, how much has happened! Some of
the ideas they held most firmly are now abandoned by most of
us. We could not go back to the past if we would ; we would
not if we conld. They had omly just broken from the rut of
pelitical Socialism when their faith in new principles was put
to the test. That not one of them flinched {Eﬂus , in the case

of Parsons at least, his life wonld have been spared slmost for
the asking had he been willing to separate himeelf from the
rest by one word of hedging) 13 what has raised them even in
the eyes of their enemies, anﬁ given them the highest place of
honor in the modern revolutionary labor movement.

The qestion has sometimes been asked: whether their mar-
tyrdom was not too keavy u price to pay for fidelity to prinei-
ples P Ag this is not an age of sacrifice, and since asceticism is
& thing of the past, little wonder few appreciate the frame of
mind which led them to give up their lives rather than betray a
principle they held so highly. The fact is they could not do
other wise, the new ideas had burnt thempelves into their very
existence. They had taken up an uncompromising sttitude m
the labor movement, and yet were able to hold the confidence
and win the respect of those who remained indifferent to the
new movement. There can be no doubt that it was this central
fact which gave them the enormous influence they wielded and
which, at the same time, acconnts for the intensity of the hate
ghown toward them by the whole exploiting class of America,
Probably no other event in the whole straggle of the working
class has contained such a clear and direct challenge to privilegs
as this. In the midst of a labor war in which the vsual police
brutu]it._lf‘ was shown, soweone from among the peqph ropligu
with even stronger force! What audacity! An Anarchist

hunt is instituted, our comrades selected as the most dangerous-

and put on trial. Parsons, who hid gone away, surrenders the
morniug the trial opens—still believing in the honesty of Amer-
ican institutions. He paid for his simplieity with s life, snd
80 placed on record a warning to these who follow: that, the
social war omce begun, all eense of justice is obliterated, and
that it would be s sensible to trust your life in the power of a
man-cating tiger as in the coorts of the rich when they are
friglll,rne for their future power. St.i"JI as before mentioned,
few could bring themselves to believe that *the home of the
frec’ woold earry out the senteneo, sinee all felt it was a packed
and prejudiced jury that bad rendered the verdiet.

Aund while we are remembering all this against the govern-
ment let us not forget, too, that there were those in the popular
—nay, even in the labor movement—who, had they bave bhad

the courage to speak out against this legal outrage, might have
The late Henry George and Pow-'

reveuted it, but did not,
Sarley, of the now defunct (or nearly sn) Kuwights of Labor,
could have created & storm ol indiguation; but they were too
cowardly. They were both “in politics,” and there was much to

=

be lost snd nothing to be gained by rescuing such irreconcilables
a8 the “ men of Chicago.” When both the former are forgotten
the latter will be better known than ever. They allowed them
to be immortalised by letting them go to their death without a
protest, and there iz no doubt that George recognised this be-
fore he died. Of the whole shameful story nothing is meaner
than the attitude of those two men. On the other hand, let us
remember those who took up the cudgels on their behalf,
Whatevor Peutecost has degenerated to, he spoke out then. Of
the enormous amount of work done by many whose nawes arve
not known outside & small eircle in their effort to save them, it
is impossible to more than make mention.

The effect of our comrades’ speeches upon the average wage-

earner was, and still is, to make their blood tingle and feel that
at least here were men who were not afraid and eould not be
bought or eajnled. How many Awuarchists have beeu wade by
thom it wounld be impossible to tell. They rank among the
most eloquent speeches delivered by men who bave been tried
for their?iveu, hoy will live as a statement of the case for
the workpeople of the world toward the end of the ninetecnth
century.
Oft.ia subsequent action of Governor Altgeld in liberating
Fielden, Schwab and Neche, and the rindication of the memory
of our comrades and the legal seknowledgmeus of their martyr-
dom, what can one say except that hore we had the spectacle of
an honest politician, & man altogether superior to the crowd by
which he was surrounded, and who has never been forgiven for
his honeaty in this matter by the wealthy.

For the rest, it is impossible to forget their death. Their
lives were nof given in vain. Though our movement flag at
times, each fresh impulse forward from the ranks of labor will
see the princlples they loved botter undersinud ; and when at
last they try to apply them to their social and industrial lifa,
the death ggtlw hicago Anarchists will be recognised as ome
of the sacrifices that hastened the happy day.

Jomw Turwen.

SPAIN.

The new clerical cabinet of Spain, which comprisea five generals, of
whom two are Jesuits (Arcarrags, organiser of the Cuban defeat and
the torturea of Montjuich, and Linares, the rogue of Bantiage) has had
no luck to start with. A Carlist insurrection has heralded ita accession
and, eadder still, the Liberal erowd this time has not shown itself
.g.inut the Absolatists. It knows that no government, however bad,
ecould be worse than the present As yet the insurrection is not very
serious, but it can become so.  Officially it in strangled already, Were
that true, however, would a state of siege be declared throughout the
peninsula?  What is the resson of this revolt of the Catholic Absclu-
tists, sesing they are slready masters of Bpain? This, they feel the
government trembles befors them, and masters in reality they wortild
also be masters by right. This is in the natural order of things.

The workers take no interest whatever in these quarrels. Little does
it matter to them that the wolves are at each other's throats. Ou the
contrary, their strikes incrense, eapecially in Catalonis, forcing new con-
flicta upen the infamons government of Madrid. Also, they have just
resuscitated the old Federation of the Workers of the Spanish Hegions,
which had been killed by inquisitorial persecution. For its debus it has
held a Congress of the Bocieties of Resistance, at Madrid, where 52,000
workingmen belonging to some 300 unions were represented. Here are
a few extracts from the Manifesto addressed by them to their brothers
in Bpain:

“EW.B desire the suppression of private property and the socialisation
of the instruments of labor.

“ We proclaim the urgent and lusting necessity of the Bocial Revalu-
tion,

# We would render wars between the nations impossible, by refusing
to bear arms in the service of governments.

“We do not aspire to the conquest of Power, becavm A wthority, by what-
ever name il 18 known, iz always tyrannous.”

Bravo, comrades | Forward !

We know that the Spanish Anarchists living in London will soon form a
section in union with the Bpanish Federation, and hope that the Spanish
workers residing in France and elsewheie will imitate this example.

T. del Magusor,
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NOTES.

Will Dr. Creaghe kindly communicate his address at Buemos
Aires to Victor Cailes, care of this offlce. .

Onioos CoMPARISONS.

A Hooligan named Duggan, on being sentenced to the most
severs term of imprisonment with hard labor, told the court
that at any rate prison was better than home. A similar re-
mark was made by senother individusl who found himself in the
elutcher of the law ; which taken together form a most damping
indictment of our social conditions.

The Philistines will, of course, cry ont that our prisons are
too humane, and that severer trestment is needed ; they have
neither the heart nor the brain to understand that it is the
homee that need improving. So Hooligans will continoe to be
bred and reared under those conditions which are a direct re-
sult of our social life, while the hypocrites continue to ery: “a
disgrace to civilisation.” But they are mo disgrace to the
nivﬁimtion that exists today ; they are natural, inevitable and
perfectly in order, and why respectability should pretend to be
shocked wo cannot understand. For, after all, the Hooligan has
played o most important rble during the war-fever, and the
politician and the capitalist press have been very glad of his
assistance.

Bo why should we not have onr Hooligans! Let them flonrish;
let them have their place. They are a necessary part of a land-
lord and capitalist ridden society, and it could not exist without
them. It is Bocialism or Free Communism that says: No more
capitalists, no more landlords (and, as & logical consequence,
no more Hooligans),

Tax Owe TEwe NeEpror.

At the recent polling for the electoral college at Turks, in
Galicis, the returning officer placed gendarmes at the polling
stations with orders to arrest electors voting for candidates on
the Demoeratic list. In answer to this abominable conduct
the people, we are told, " stormed the polling station, put the

anﬁrmau to flight, drove the returning officer out of the place,

emolished the voting urns and fired the building.” We wish
we could see all forms of coercion answered in a like apirit.
We are quite sure the Turks authorities will hesitate to try the
game again. But is it oot rather an amusing and, we may add,
an instructive spectacle to see the advocates of & ' peaceful
solation * of our social problems fighting for the right to voie !
Why not fight for something more substantial, and let voting
go to the devil

Teii-TaLe Brzaws.

Probably our Bocial Democratic friends in answer to the
above will reply that “under the British coostitution such
things couldn’t happen.” Probably not in a similar way, as
the ruling classes here act more insidiously ; but it would be as
well to keep our eyes open to possibilities. And as an instance,
note the following:
tu" Thndﬂtfh;gald City Council yesterday(October 25th) decided

i1 r annum in training the poli ity 1
th:E:a 1 Lo rpm'?la." g the police of the city in

What do trade unionists, non-unionists and the workers

rally see in this? Not s desire to prevent rapacions land-

rds from rack-remting or greedy employers from paying
::r-mt:'clm w u;hur:h hamberlain government from ei

the people. No; but the intention of shooting down strikers,

riilﬁm: the shadow of & doubt. In imugiutign we can hear

the chorus of Bocial Democrats, labor men and otheis crying:

#To checkmate shis let the workers send us into Parliament,
where we ean wake cur voices heard.” Baut listen to this:

by the BRISBANE, Baturday.
Owing to perslstant obetruction by the Labor Parly of measures authorising
the bomatruction of eeriafn private railways, the Government on Wednesday lust
introduced in the Legislative Assambly & motion to amend the standing orders
by suthorising the application of the closure on wn affirmative vote being given
b t'l‘nt!’—hﬂ.r out of & honse of seventy-two., After a continuons sit-
ting, lusting seventy-two hours, the motion has been carried, with an amendment
intressing to thirty the namber necesssry for the applioation of the closure,
Tha carrying ouf af the Government's policy is thus asrared, and the four railvay
Bills which have already passed (Aeir second reading are expecied fo become law af
an early date.—REUTER,

Here we have direct proof of the utter futility of political
sction as a means of the workers obiaining concessions from
their rolers.  Whatever move m:{ be made on the Politicn.l
chess board the ruling classes can always cry “check!” And
it is only as a result of agitation outside parlinment that sops
are thrown o keep the people quist. 8o let us all keep active
outside,

We
our sup

that lack of funds compels us to appoar withous
ment. We hope enongh help will come in to ensure
our issning the full size for our next number.

We are holding over * The Pyramid of Tyranny,” * A Brief
History of Fresdem,” and other matter.

THE SUPPRESSED INTERNATIONAL REVOLUTIONARY
Workers' Congress of 1900,

Readers of Freedom will be intsreated in bearing some suthentie
details respecting the International Revolutionary Workers' Congress,
which was to have been beld in Paris last S8eptemnber, but was inter-
dicted on the eve of its first sitting.

The theory of Ansrchism expands with the years, and many questions
of vital importance needing patient discussion had arisen wince the lust
important international Anarchist mesting in July, 1896, At that
date, as will be remembered, a so-called International Labor Congress
was beld in London, at which discussion by the anti-parlismentary party
and Anarchists was violently suppressed by the Marxzian Parlianentary
Booisl Demoorats present. Nighl.lj‘ meetings by the rejected party
Promptlj' took place in Bt. Martin’s Town Hall, where in & trus fra-
ternal spirit the international aati-parlismentarinns discussed the items
upen the agands they had pre for the larger confarence in Queen's
ﬂ. But the mestings owing to circumstances were hurriedly pre-

fow of the questions could be thoroughly debated, and the need
or determining certain points in Anarchist theory and practice becams,
aa time , aver more urgent. Upon the initiative, therefors, of
certain Froupes de Paris, notably the Groupe des Etudisnts Révolu-
tionnaires Internationalistes or Btudents Group, and Le Parti Ouvrier
Révolutionnaire or Allemanists, preparations in viaw of h.o]ding n purely
anti-parlivmentary sod Anarchist Congress in 1900 were begun ss far
back as two years sgo, Paris heing salected as the mesting ground in
consequence of its central position, and the fact that the Exhibition
would lead the railway companies to lower their fares, thus enabiin
» larger circle of comrades to come together, The pros and cons cﬁ
snch » Congress were vigorously discussed in Anarehist journals, there
baing divergence of opinion not only as to the benefits likely to ensue
from such & ress but as to the wisdom of holding one at all. As the
date spproached, however, promises of financisl support, of group dele-
gatea and reports rolled in from every side, and interest bacame geueral.
The Congress was convensd from Sept. 19th, to Sept. 23rd; the Salle
du Commerce in the Faubourg du Temple was secured for the occasion,
and IH Monday, Sept. 17th, delagates and sympathisers from all quar-
ters of Europe and America had either arrived or were hourly expected
in Paria. lf:ny wers the bearers of printed or written reports on the
movement in their respective districts or the questions to be debated,
over which time and thought had been sxpended, and as up to that
time no whisper of police or governmental interference had been
broached, the Conference was looked forward to if not with absolute
ssonrity at least with keen interest and hope.

On Bapt. 17, Léon Remy, the Secretary of the Organising Committes,
called at Polios Hudqwun to utata that the Congress would open
two days later.! He was requested to call aguin next afternoon ; later
the hoor was abruptly chmgd to 9 in the mornipg. Calling at that
hour, as directed, upon the 18th, he was informed that by virtue of the
laws of 1804, known as the Loss Scélfrales, the Anarchists would not
be allowed to hold & Congress ; alsc, that any meeting held in public or
private in connection with the so-called Anti-Parlisamentary Congress
was forbidden, and such meetings, if attempted, would be suppressed
by force if necessary. Indignantly dummd?ng to know by what right
the police arrogated to themsslves the power to forbid a psaceable pub-
lic conference, be was informed the police assumed no such right, but
the Government did, and that the Congress bad been probibited by
the decision of & Council of Ministers, Daring to qoestion the fact,
Fouguet, the police soperintendent charged with the supervision of the
Paris Anarchists, read sloud to hi.!:n the Ministerial ukass; » oopy of

! This intimation teing neosssary under the Fremch lawsj
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this docoment for the purpose of showing his eommittes was refused
him,

Within a few hours the suppression of the Congress was known: to
all; = protest, ealling attention to this high-handed sct of a ministry
whieh included the would-bs Bocialist Millerand, was sent to ibe
officea of the Paria papers, and certain of the French comrades decided
te bold an indignation meeting at the Maison du Peuple that evening ;
bat it was ouly to find the doors held by the police, the street full of
agents, and protest answered by arrest. The following day L'Aurors,
& Radical-Soocialist paper, published a protest and inserted s eall from
some of the French comrades for a private meeting to be held that
afterncon in the rue de Montmorency; few ventared there ; sach as did
were again confronted by the polics. The Petite Republigus and some
other Paris papers scoffed at the ides of the Congress baving been pro-
hibited either by the polise or the OGovernment, and stated that nok
only was permission by the Executive unnecessary for bolding » pablie
meeting, but that the Congress had not been prohibited, the Anarchista
having simply been frightened out of their intention. Thess atatementa
are quickly disproved by the facts above mentioned, viz.: the reading
of the Government's decision by Fouguet, hin refuml to grant a copy
of it, and the presence of the police and Municipal Guard wheraver a
meetiog was advertised to ba held. A few days later at the Bocial
Democratio Congress, Janrds also did his best to fling decision at the
Amnwrchists, by saying the Congress was lost thtough their want of
courage ; had they forced tha doors and held the Congress in spite of
the police, they coold have done o, the right of public meeting existing
in France. Peihaps, for reactionaries like himself. Had the Anarch-
ists seized the Balle du Commerce it would have been the signal for
the expuolsion of every foreign delegate from French soil. As it waa,
Nino S8amaja, who bad travelled from Genevs for the Congress and
shown some activity by telephoning to the Home Offios and Prefecturs
with regard to the sathenticity of the Ministerial prohibition, was
arrested on the 218t and ordered to leave within 48 hours. The ouly
ceason vouchsafed by sither the Ministry or the police for the prohibi-
tion of the Congress, was : that an inauspicious date had been selacted
for holding it; Paris was en fils, it being the eve of the Prasidential
banquet to tho Mayors! * That, then,” protestad Matha, editor of Ls
Libertairs, “is your chisf reason for the prohibition?" It is the beat,"
was the Prefect's sententious answer,

Their right of public meeting being thus brutally suppressed, it was
bardly likely that the Anarchist delegates and comrades in genersl
would calmly submit to the polics mandate forbidding privats mestings,
Even the allurements of the Exhibition failed to fill their leisure bours.
Meetings beginning on the 19th, the day the Congress should have
opened, and continuing till the 23rd, the dsy it should have closed,
wores held-—now here, now there ; and while it was impossible that
thess should comprise all the comrades present in Paris pr that every
subject originally meant for debate at the Congreas should be discussed,

undar-tami{ns was reached on vertain important points, such sa
rréspondence Bureaux, etc. Among other matters, it was resolved :
{1) To print, if possible, all the Raports handed in by groups and dels-
gstes (soms B0 in pumber) first in French, Jean Grave undertaking
that task in Les Temps Nouveaus (the series began with No. 23, and
continues), and thet when the series was complete sach country should,
were means forthooming, publish the volume in its own Ianguage.
(2)That the English groups were invited by the International Conference
to convene an International Revolutionary Workers' Congress, to be
held in England {Innclnn? on & date to be hereafter du'ui.og We now
learn that, since these informal meetings, the comrades in France have
decided to form a federation of groupe so as to ensure closer rapprochs-
mant and quicker action in time of need.

The delegates from the Freedom Group wers A. Marsh and J. Turner,
bat four other independent sympathisers from England assisted at the
deliberations. Muny, also, wers the well-known delegstes or repressnt-
atives from foreign groups, though it is desmed imprudent to discloss
asmes. But this may be said, there were delegates from 36 groups of
Paris besides thoss from the provinces; thers were delegates from
Bourges, Toulouse, Bordeaux, Nimes, Epiual, Nancy, Rennea, Valréna,
Toulon, Chinon, Marssilles, Saint Etienne, Roubaix, Montpellier, La
Tour-du-Pin, Turceing, Monterean, ete, Foreign delegates came from
the United Btates, the Argentine Hepublic and nearly every Contin-
ental atate, while written adhesions arrived from Bulgaris, Roumanis,
Gresce, Portugal, Brazil, the Sandwich Islands and Uruguay.

In spite, therefore, of its suppression, the Congress of 1900 was in
oertain special ways a distinct success. It bad drswn delegates and
somrades from every part of the world; these met, views were axchangsd
the solidarity betwesn distant groups was streagthened, while the
knowledge of being so to speak banned, knit il together in closer bonds
of sympathy and brotherhood than might have been the case had they
met only in publie. The final gathering took place, as bad been origin-
ally intended with regard to tha Congress proper, on Sunday, Sept. 23,
in one of the besutiful environs of Paria, where in s forest glads, with
oo eavesdroppers but green leaves, a Crech comrade unfoldsui the tala
of the Bohemian movement, and we parted with fesliogs of mutaal
sympathy and good will,

Balow we append the order of the day as arranged for the Congress,
4 perusal of which will show the amount of serious business that lay
before ita members,

Sept. 10th, Wednesday :

On Communiem and Anarchy : Heports from the Btodents’ Group of Paris;
trom P. Kropotkin; from the Auarchist group of Paes, Braszil; from the
Italian group of Lausanne.

On Communirm and Iadividualiom : Raports from Jauvion and a libertarian
groap of Bucuus Aires,

On Antv-Semitum and Zionism ; Heporta from the Students’ ﬂImdp and
the Brazilian Group of Para
On Tolstorem and A : Baport from the Btndents’ Group,
Various A the Church, by Elisde Ri-clus and G.Guiun;
The Socral Vengeanoe called 51-&'#', by the groap distributing that pamphlet,
Sspt. 20th. Thuraday ;
isation of continual connschions betiseen the Communial Revolutionary
Groups of one country with others, HReports from Stodents of the Univernitd
de ls Mature ; from groups of Philadelphia; Providences, B.1.; Social Students
of Epinal ; tha ES KL ; from Para ; Jean Grave ; the [talisn Socialist Ao~
archist Group ?il'nin:;h ; Italisn group of Lausanne. Ditons
Dhifferant met, Propaganda ; in Trades Liber-
! Rennas, by P, Dealesalle, mm

tarians b fer :
Report from Mameilles, proposition of Italinus, By Jis fom o ta:
Report from .Fliilmllllphp':',_fmm the group of social students of Epioal ;

from the Group of 'Harmonia,
Frea Theatres. Beport from PAvenir theatral,
ir Meetings, from group of Philadelphia.
Elections (of pols prisoners). Opinion of Ttalisn comrades hos-

nespaper.  Letter from D, Nieowenhuia,
from the libertarisos of Bourges ; the Btudents of 'Université de Ia
Naturs ; the Epinal group of social stodents ; the Para group,

A ¢ for in London.,  Organisation of the Solidarity (Burean
of Amssistance, refoge for comrades, international resistance) Report from
the students of the Universitd de la Nature,

A n Pusstion. Report from the group of Pyrgos (Greece).

Unemployed ;: What rdle shonld they take in the Socialist movement,
and their beat means of agitation ]

Libertarian Malwen du . Proposition from the Groupe des Egaux
du XVIL

Libertarian Teacking, Reports from the Egaux du XVIL; Brasswoikere’
Trade Union ; the libertarian group of Naney,

Aauponnbility and Solidarity. Raport from Freedom.

Vartow ions, Report from the group Germinal, of Tarin.

Tactics of the P.OSR. olutionary Bocinlist Workers’ Party) with regard
to iibertarians, FReports from the Cenotral Group of XVIL ; libertariuns of
Rennes and Bourges.

Sept. 81st.  Friday :

Co-operaition and Neo-Co-operation. Circular from Brimeur ; Note of the
Enighta of Labor. Reports from Bancel ; Students’ Group ; Bramsworkers’
Union ; Ricarde Mella ; Valréas Gmnr

Tha Woman Puestion. Feminism apd co-edacation of the sexes : Reporta
from Btudents' Group; Brasworkers' Union.

Tha Sex Question, Letter from FPhiladelphia ; note from J. F. Morton ;
Eats Austin; Viroqua Daniels ; R, Addis ; E. Goldwan ; Lesgus of Human
‘Regeneration ; Para Group,

Sept. £8nd. Batorday : )

@ensral Strike. Reports from Revolotionary Group of Lansanne ; Phila-
delphis ; libertarisns of Hennes ; Central Group of XVIE(P.O.8 R.); Riveil
socialiste des Epinettes (P.O.8.R.); Barcelonn ; Brasaworkers' Unicn.

Attitude of Anarchiste with regurd fo War, Risings and Insurrection. Reporta
from D. Nienweohuis ; Brassworkers’ Union ; Pars Group,

Propaganda against Militarirm. Proposal for anti-military demonstrations
by Geneva group; proposals from the Egaux du XVIL

AMERICAN NOTES.

The great strike of the anthracite miners of Pennsylvania is all but
settled al the moment of writing. The miners atruck for a 20 per
cent. inoreass in wages, abolition of the sliding scale, and recognition
of their anion. They received 10 per cent. incresse, abolition of the
sliding scale—uniil February, and we shall sea about the recognition
of the union. Politica and the 6ih of November played their part in
the settlement, and when the election in over and M:Kinley is chosen
onos more to execute the wishes of Mark Haona for wnother four years
woe shall see about that sliding seals and recognition of the union. The
Republicans accused the Democrats of provoking the strike to dis-
eredit their cry of the *full dinner pail” which they are using in the
present campaign to ensnare the working men into giving McKinley
another four yewrs. The Democrats were probably very glad to ses
the strike, but there is sbout as much reliance to be placed on the
statement that they provoked the strike as on Mark Haona's tals that
Waebater Davia got £25000 from Kroger to belp Bryan win. The
newspapers toll ns that Mark Hanna used his influence to procure &
settlemunt. Very likaly, aa Mark is very aatute and he saw the atrike
was likely to affect the labor vote in the Presidential elsetion, so he
used hiz power to force a settlement till—after the election. Fres
Sociely quotes the N. Y. Peopls, the organ of the Socialist Labor Party,
wherein the said Peopls accuses the strike leaders of selling the strika,
Labor leaders are far from perfect, but they are not half a0 bad as they
are painted, and certainly it would take a great deal more than the
word of the Peopls w0 wake me believe the leaders sold this strike
becauss they accepted 10 per cent. increase instead of the 20 per
cent. they struck for. The historisn who essays to write of Social
Democracy in America will Ls better fitted for the task if he has lost
his sense of amell, for #f he attempts to wade through all the foul and
slanderous things written by De Leon in the People during the last
ten years he will faint befors he geta through a dozen. Maxz Nordaa
:;ght to write another book on * Degeneration,” sand use De Leon as

subject,

The recent controversy over the * Twopenny Tube” in London and
the rise in rents at Bhepherd's Bush reminds me of & lesson in economics

Edelman gave soms Singls Taxers s faw years ago, The Single
axers in New York were discussing at a publio mesting of theirs such
far-reaching reforms s the munisipalising of gas, trams, ete., when the
chairman called on Edelman for his views on the matter. Edelman
bagan by peinting cut the development of the Bingle Tazers, who s
few yeurs previously bad been proclaiming the singls tax as s mnud,'
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for nil the exploitation of to-day ; bot so eertain were they now that it
was not the care-all they ex could be seen by the way they wers
atenling plaoks frow the State Bocialist platform and tacking them on
to the Single Tax platform. Supposs, said he, for the sake of argu-
ment, that we had municipal strest-cars and ges, and going further
than yoo do, supposs they were quite froe. What would the result be 1
The Monday morning after this revolution teok place you wounld all
receive notices from your Iandlords incressing your rents some 25 per
eent.  If yoo protested, he would point oot that your expenses were
not 80 heavy a8 before ; you could now ride on the cars and burn your
e sl night without it costing you a peuny. No use having improve.
wents unless we make something oot of them. At this a Bingle Taxer
who had been listening inwntﬁr jumped to his fest, for the trath had
dl'lrnui on him. *Mr. Chairman, ladies and gentlemen,” said he, *I
quits agree with the last speaker, I have always said the troubls with
us Single Taxers is that we don’t go far snough | What we want, Sir,
is monicipal houses.” He then proceeded to demonstrats how such a
sweeping reform as municipal hooses would prevent exploitation by
the landlord, Edelman got up with a smile, for he dearly loved s
joke.  He congratulated the Single Taxer on sesing his argument so
clearly, buot, said he, you must go beyond even municipal houses, for
don't you see what the result would be?! On Saterday when yom
received your salary you would find it reduced by 50 per cent., and on
inquiring the reason, your employer would peint ont: * Why, don't

w5, your expenses are 80 much less! You have fres rent, un-

imited gas, and ride up and down all day without spending & penny.”

And you would sorrowfully acquiesce. es, my friend, you must go
farther than municipal houses, Poor John H., had be lived s month
longer he might bave heard that his little parable was enncted in
Laodon some four yesrs after he delivered it.

To those comrades in England and Scotland who have not seen Fras
Seriely recently I would most earnestly advise them to doso, Tt'sa
real [ive littls paper now, and under the able editorahip of Jas. F. Morton
there is more meat and less academical discossion than provionsly.

Tuere is more than one comrade here, including myself, who sadly
miss thosa delightful * American Notss ' Voltairine de Cleyre used to
write rf-:u' Freedom.  Cannot some one persuade her to take up her pen
again

=

THE INTERNATIONAL,

ITS PRECURSORS, AND ANARCHISM,

XII.
Proudhon.

The doctrine of State and parlisamentary action introduced into Soci-
slism by Louis Blanc and the revolutionary Socialists, by Ledru-Rollin
and the Social Democrats, but especially developed into an unlimited
State despotism by Marx and Engels, did not fail soon to proveke an
enargetic protest from the ranks of thinkers and independent Bocialists,
Amuong the voices raised against the insuspicions doctrine of military
equality, of Stats monopoly and obligatory labor for *an industrial
ary, and especially for agriculture,”—that of Proudhon was one of
the most powerful, That in why he was attacked, ill-treatsd and
calumniated by all the apostles of State and submission—from Marx to
the most perfect nollities.

* Bophist, ignorant, reactionist, bourgeois, little shopkeaper " —anch
are the names which they bestowed on him in profusion ; snd this only
because Proudhon defended the rights of man, of groups and communes,
mutuality in the relations betwesn free, autonomous producers ; federal-
ism in social life. They hated him especinlly, and so they do until the
present time, because he opposed Anarchy to despotism of doctrines, to
their menapely, to their discipline imposed on homanity under the
form of State Communism.

Certninly Proudhen was not one of thoss thinkers or of thoas reformers
who open up new horizons and paths to humanity. He had peither
the exceptional talent for analysis and generalisation of an Adam Bumith,
nor the gift of penetration, the breadth of view of s Foorier or & Rob-
ert Uwen,  But if one compares him with & Marx, s Louis Blanc or &
Lassalle, then T do DLelisve that he is superior in originality and in
gerius. When ene remembers the history of his life one is astonished
Bt the energy, the persvermnee and the ardour which he displayed when
quite n child, to earn his own living and to instruct himself at the same
tinie. It wns ensy for Louis Elane, son of & general inspector of finances
or irr a Marx, 6on of an ad vocate, or a Lassalle, son of & banker, to stady
wrei Lo plunge into the depths of philosophy, history and sociclogy ; but
Prowdhon wes the son of & poor day-luborer, 8 poor wretch who, at the
uge of 5 herds eattle and teaches himself by copying from the booka of
the nther children or by borrowing them for ome night. Afterwards
b goee to school without hat—hbaving none—and leaves his wooden
shors at the entrance, to avoid ruaking & noise.  As an apprentice, he
travels through France ; then, at once, at the age of 30 (1840), he pub-
lishe= his famous first memoir : What 12 Property? }

Unknown, without meuns for living, be declares war against existing
society —not only in its economic, but also its political bagis. He attacks
not only the aristocratic or constitutional politics, but even the most
Huetical, the most Republican of politics. Becauss, if I am not mistaken,

Prowihan was the tirst who raised his voice with incomparable vebem-

itisa to §

ence sgainst the right of maj their d upon
minorities,

According te bim, slavery of thought is recogmissd by lswl'ms[an
obligatory matter under the government of the majority. 5 4

e literary snd scientifie, the political men and the government
recognissd in Proudhon & capacity of the frst class: the government
wanted to prosscuts him, the scientifie world and the bourgecis press
ealumnisted him ; but &ll friends of progress, Socialists of all schools
groeted him as the moat courageous and the most brilliant dafender of
the people. Many Socialists and revolutionary Democrats, it is true,
were & little chilled by some passages of his work ; but his dialectics
8o brilliant and bold, his style 8o energetic and fall of freshness sarned
him, neverthaless, their esteom and sven their admiration.

Imagine the period when Socialists and revolutionists hoped to accom-
plish their reforms by intervention of the State and by laws; add, that
the works sympathetic towards tbe people—of E. Butes, Villerme and
others, aven of Socialists proclsiming Commuonism like Louis Blune—
ware written in moderate and nearly academic terms  Buddenly appears
& roogh and couragecus peasant, who says that all who live spending
more than § francs a day, are thievea ! alsg, that neither government
nor & mejority have the right-to imposs their will upon minorities. It
is evident that everyons would be a littls hurt.

That did not prevent Prondhon from being recognised by all Europe
what he did not cease to be during all his life: the most courageous
champion of the welfars * of his brethren, the workers,” of the emanci-
pation of human conscience, of the snfranchisement of the individual
and the minoriky from every guardianship of the Stats and suthority.
In prison, in exile be remsined faithful to this pledge of his youth;
even desth surprised him in the middle of his uofinished work : de la
Capacité Politique de la classe Cuvridrs,

Towards the time when * What 48 Property ' appeared, Paris had be-
come the resl centre where innovators, political revolutionists, Socinlista,
literary men, even musicisns met. Among other remarkble young
persons there were Marx, Bakounine, Herzen snd Grun, all Socialists,
ardent philosophers and revolutionists, and all (except Herzen) forvent
neo-Hegelists. They were not long beginning & frienship with th &
young Proudhon who was so vrillisnt and courageous in his destructive
work. In turn they passed days and pights in discassion with him,
teaching him metaphysical philosophy and the dialeetical method of
demonstration—demonstration by sntithesis: an wnscientific, arbitrary
method by which one can prove all possible absurdities, baot never a
truth or any law of positive science. From ita inventor, Zenon of
Eleus—who proved by dislectios this absurdity: that Achilles nover
would outrun & tortoise walking before him in = distance of 100 steps—
to Marz—who formulated in such & pedantic tarminolegy his pretanded
and absard lsw of the concentration of capital—this method bas only
rendered the most brillisnt intelligence leas clear. This is what hap-
peoed also with Proudhon.

From his great work (1844-46) System of E Contr A
which was already conceived according to metaphysics, we see Proudhon
struggling with his own contradictions. His biographer, J. Langlois,
tells us that Proudhon recognised three authorities who had & decisive
influsnee on his devalopment: the Bible, Adam Smith and, lnstly, Hegel.
In his youth, crusbed by misery, without any notion of inductive
science, his genius exerted itself in analysing the legends and primitive
legialation of nomadic and barbarons Israél. The grest work of Adam
Bmith emancipated him from all theological errors; and we ses him
logical, elear, powerful in his first memoir on ty. But Hegel and
his dialectics plunged him into speculations often deplorable. And
his opponents did not fail to ridicule bim—especially Marx, Engels
and their disciples.

Strange sberrations | the same Marx who was ons of thosa who
taught Proudhon the dislectics of Hegel scoffed at him afterwards and
treated him as a sophist. Yet Proudhon never committed an error so
monstrous and sophistical as the fantastic law of the concentration of
capital, which is & masterpisce of sophistical dialectics. Amnd, unlike
Engels, he never justified slavery, exploitation and all the social iniqui-
ties by abominable -nphi-mm He never said that it was not force and
violence, but the metaphysical laws of production which created & soci-
ety of abomination and actual desolation. And, moreover, never did
he propagate this error: that “every sconomic struggle is & class strug-
E“lt and, ss such, political—that is to say, parlismentary and legal.”

roudhon was too much of & Frenchwan, too much of & peasant of sound
cominon sense to arrive at such stupidities snd immoralities.
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