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The: cuestion of the pos1t10n to be ta}{en in relation to the
Labour movement is cex tamly one of the greatest importance to

- Anarchists.

In spite of lengthy dlscussmns. and. of varied expenences
a complete accord has not yet been reached—perhaps becanse
the question: does not admit of a complete and Rermaneént
solution, owing to the different conditions and changing circum-

“stances in which we carry on the struggle. TR

- I 'believe, however, that our aim may suggest to usa criterion

. of conduct applicable to the different contingencies,

We desire the moral and matertal elevatlon of all men; we-
wisli to achieve a - revolution which will give to all liberty

. and well-being, and we are convinced that this cannot be done

-~

_ 1'econ5t1t.ute a new one.

necessary—to elaborate an ideal as perfect as possib

' thmugh under the sole-influerice of the propaganda ;
~lessous derived from the {acts of daily life are more efficacious

: con,d 1tions.
- view.and as to tlie means of attaining it, and in our view they

-sululdllty towards their exploited fellow-workers andl

from above by force of law and decrees, but must be done by .

the, conscibus,will and the direct action of those who desire it.

“We need, then, more than any the comscious and voluntary

.co-operation of those who, Suffering the most by the present

social organisation, have the. greatest inferest in the Revolution.
Tt does ot siiffice for us—-though it is certainly useful and
?e and to
form groups for.propaganda and for revolutioniry action. We
must conyert as far as possible the mass of the workers, hecause
without them we can neither 0\'&11:111'0“' ‘the existing society nor
And since torise from the submissive
state in which the gredit majority of. the proletarians now

vegetate, to a conception of “Anarchisin and.a desire for its reali- -

sation, is required an evolution which generally is nat passed
since the

than all doetrinaire preaching, it is for us to take an' active part
in the life of the masses, and to use all the means which circum-
stances permit to gradually awaken “the spiiit of-revolt, and te"
show by. these facts thé path which leadsito emancipation.
Amongst these means the Labour movenient stands first, and .
we shoild be wrong to negleet it. In this movement we find
numbets.of “01kels who stluggle for the amelioration of their
They may be mistakéh as to .the- aim they have in.

wenemhy are.

struggle.

We can more edslly arouse in them that feeling of

- against-exploitation which must "lead to a definitive struggle

_for the aholition of all domination”of man-ever ‘man. We can

“inditee them to claind more. and mnore, and hy means niore and

more energetic;-and 80 we can train owrselves and others* to
~the stiuggle,=profiting by victories in order to exalt the power
of union and of diyect action, and bring forward greater claims,

and profiting also by reverses in ordérito learn the necessity for

more powerful means aud for more radical solutions.
- Again—and this 1s notits least admntaweﬂ%he Tabour -

- movement can prepare ‘those groups of’ techmcfd workers wha

in the revolution will take upon themselves the ‘organisation
of pwducmon ‘and exchange for the advaptage of all, hemnd
and against all governmental power.

But with all ‘these advantages the Liabour movenrent haq its’
drawbacks and its dangers, of which we ought to take account

when 1t°is a question of the position; IJ;at we as Xn’udmtq :
.. should take in 1t b S - ) e

- i Q T . ‘_!

‘Constant experience in “ll.colntries ShOWb that Labour
movements, which always commence as movemeuts of profest

aud revolt,dnd.are animated at the beginning by -a broad spivit--
.of progress and huan fraternity, tends very soon to degenerate ;
~and-in proportion as they acquire stlength ‘they hecome egoistic,
-uunsenatwe, occupzed exclua:v’elv with mtelests nnmedmte and

name of ¢ ]\ew)hmonaly Syndicalism,”

means, for 1ts realisation.

of- h*m ed -

restricted, and develop within the—tnbelvm a hureaucracy \\luch :

as in all such cases, Lias 1o other 0.]) ject, than to str eurfthen and
—aggerandise itself. .

Tt is this condition-of thmns ﬂmt has mduoed m'mV comrades
to withdraw from the Trade Union movement;, and even 1o
combat it as something reactionary. and injurious. But the
result las heen that our influence diminished aceordiigly, and
the field was left free to those who avished 'to ‘exploit the

anovement for personal or party interests that had nothing in

common with the cause -of the workers’ cmanclp.mon Very
soon there were 'only organisations with a narrow spirit and
fundamentally (‘unael\atne, of which the Eiglish Trade Unions
are a type; or else Syndicates w hich; undm the influenge of-
. politicians, most .often “Socialist, ™ were > only electaral nm(hlnes
for the élevation into power of particular r individuals.

Happily, other comrades thonglit that the-laboar movement
always héld in itself a sound punmp]c, and _that ratheér than
abandon it to the politicians, it would be.welto undertake the
task of hringing them once more to the work of achieving their

u

original MIBS—‘%&&-Q&‘*‘TTEEHWI them all theadvantages they
oifel to the Ammhlst cause.
creating, chielly. in I'rance, a new nmvement which, under the

workers,. nnlependentlv of all hourgeois and pohtxcal influence,

to win tliéir emancipation hy the (lum t ar.,tmu of the wage-slaves'
against the masters.

o
That is a great step in advance ; hut.we m ,

1ts reach and im: agine, 48 some conundes WL e

shall realise Anarchism, as a matter of cour . gl o Sheey |

gressive deve lupment of Syndicalism. Lty

Fvery.institation lmq « tendeney to extend. its Iun(,tmnsu to
perpetuate itself, and" ¥ hecome-an: end in itself.

talxe the ‘most prominent part therein, full into the habit of

. regarding hvnd;ca]]em as the eqmwlvnt of Anarchism, or at -
least as-the supreme means, that in itsell replaces all other -

But that makes it the mor e necewmy ‘
to-avoid the danger.and to define.well onr position: .~ L

Syudicalism, 1n ‘-,plf(,‘ of all the declarations of its . most
ardent: supporters, contains in itself; by the very: nature of ils
function, all the elemeuta of degeneration which have corrnpted
Labour movements 1n the past. In effect, being a movement

But at least least. they no longer resign thenl.--——\ﬁ—(h’lno]mgeq to-defend the plewn‘f intevests of the workers, 1t
‘selves to oppression nor regard it as just—they hope and they

st necessarily adapt itself to existing conditions; and take

Mlo consideration intevests W hich come (o rhv fore in society as

}L OX13S fn-.,tl.w i AT T 3

. NBw-1150 f’u s the inferesis of a seetion of the “workers:
coincide with the interests of the whole cliss, Syndie Mism s 1m
dtself a ' good sed Yool of solidarity ; i S0 lar as lIie interests of the
workers,of oue gountry ave the same as those b the workers in
other (mmtnus, hvn(hmhsm is a good means of furtheving
interunational bmlllmhrmd, in 8o fn as the -interests of 'thb
moment are not in contradiction with the interests of the

mfulme, Syndicalismis.in itsell a'good preparation for thv Revo-

——n-

Jution.  But unfortunlately this is not always so.

[ larmony. of’ interests, solidarity amongst’ all men, is the
ideal o which we aspire,is the aim for which w e-‘-.hu”ff]ef‘ hut
that is not the actual condition,mo more hetween men of the
same class than hetween those of different classes. 'The rule to-day

is the antagonism and the interdependence of interests at the same

time : tlib ¢ struggle -of each against all and of all against cacli,
‘And- there can be no othey condltmn in a society where, in
consequence of the capitalist system of 1»1uducnon——-ﬂml 18 to

" sdy, production founded on mongpoly of the means of prc oductlon

and organised internationally for the profit .of individial em-
ployer smthem ave, as a rule, more hands tliih work to be done,
and more mouths than bread to fill them. Lo

It is impossible ta isolats ‘oneself,. whether as an individual,
as a class, or as a nation, since the condition of each one depends.
molé\fn* lesa dnevtly on the gencral conditions of the \\lmlv of =

= s
-
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' IMPERFECT - IN ORIGINAL

1t 18 not sur-
hsmg, then, if thiose who have initiated thé movement, and

_And they have succeeded  in -

-seeks to~ organise the

b
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humanity ; and it is 'impdssib:le' to. live in a true state uf peace,
because it is necessary to defend oneself, often even to attack, or
perish. . - T - e e M E .z
" Theintetest of each one ig to secure employment, and as & con-
~ getuence one finds himself in antagodism—i.c., infcompetition—
. with the wnemployed of one’s country and the immigrants from

other corntries. Bach one desires to keep or to secure the best

place against workers: in the same trade; it is- thé interest of
each one to sell dear and buy cheap, and consequently as a
producer he finds himself in conflict with all consumers; and
again as consumer finds himself in conflict with all producers.”

Union, agreement, the solidary struggle against the ex=
ploiters,—these things can only obtain to-day in so far as the
workers; animated by the conceptioh of a superior idéal, learn-to
sacrifice exclusive and personal -interests to the conimon interest

of all, the interests of the moment to the interests of the future ;"

and this ideal of @ society of solidarity, of justice, of brother-
‘Tood, can only be realised by the destruction, done in defiance
of all legality, of existing institutions.
“ To offer to the workers this ideal;
interests of the future before those narrower and immediate ; to
. render the adaptation to present eonditions impossible ; to work
always for the propaganda,and for action that will lead to and
" will accomplish -the Revolution—these are the objects we as
Anarchists should strive for both in and out of the Unions:
~ T'rade Unionism cannot do this, or can do but little of it; it
has to reckoirwith present interests, and . these intevests are not
" always, alas? those of. the Revolution. It must not too far
exceed legal bounds, and it must-at given moments treat with

the 1asters and the authorities. 1t must concern itself with =

_the interests of sections of the workers rather than the interests
. of the public, the interests of the Unions raghey than the

interests of the mass of thé workers and the unemployed. If it
does not do this, it has ny specific reason for existence ; it would

__.;__then_qnly include the Anarchists, ar at most the Socialists, and

would s0 lose its principal utility, which is to educate and
-+ habituate to the struggle the masses that lag-behind. _
Besides, since the: Unions must remain open to all those who
desire to win from the masters better conditions of life, what-.
~ ever their opinions may be on the general constitution of society,

*_hey ave naturally led te-moderate their aspirations, first so that

"y, should not frightén away those they wish to-have with
.wem, and next becaide,Tn proportion as numbets invrease, those
with ideas who haye initiated the—mgvement remain buried in
a majority that is only occupied with the petty interests of the
moment, : ' ' © L0
* Thus one can see developing in all Unions, that have reached
a certain position of influence, a tendency to assure, in accord

“avith rather than against the masters, a privileged situation for
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to ;put the broader

" beginning  to show

-gituation given. '
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cause,—that is to say, of the general and permanent interests of
humanity. We ceftainly*wish, while waiting for the Revolution,

- to wrest from (tovernments and from employers as much liberty

and wellbeing as possible ; but we would not compromise the

future for some moinentary advantages, which besides are often

illusory or gained at the expense of other workers.
Let us beware of ourselves.

but at least it leaves unaltered the.distinctive character.
The error of confounding the Anarchist movement with
Trade Unionism would be still more grave. -That will happen

~ {p us which. happened to the Social Democrat§ as soon as they

went into the Parliamentary struggle. They gained ipn numerical
force, but™by becoming each—day less Socialistic. We also
would become more numerous, but we should cease to be
: ' E. MALATESTA.
P :

Special Notice.’

, | The error of having  abandoned
- the Iahour movement has done an immense injury to Anarchism,

In our’next issue will appear the™first instalment of a -

_ translation of' Emile Pouget's: pamphlét, “ THE BASES OF
" TRADE UNIONISM,” at the -present moment a subject of

“great interest to English'readers.
Anarchists and Syndicalists v. Socialists and
N l ‘the State. |

r

i ; f | MY
~ In Italy, at any l‘:ralteg the politicians are losing their hold
on the' people, and the general outlines of revolution are
ithemselves. The events of the past month
deserve close e_xa.mik ; i
most important points can be noted, and a general idea of'the

But - first it mu'gst be recalled t\.ha.t at t_l-ie'."l?i.s't Socialist
Congress the gulf between the Centre and thé Left Jyawned so
deep that- the Centre (headed.by Ferri) shrank in confusion

-into the open arms | of the Right, or Reforwists, leaving a

ation; this cannot be given here, but the-

minority to call itself, Revolutionist, Socialist, or Syndicalist, as -

it thought-fit. The party—that is, the majority—would have
 Bothing to do~with'the Revoldtionary aspiratious of the Syndi-

calists, and tried to ignore the Syndicalist'Comgress held soon
' after, at which secession from the party was decided on.
_ not need much insight to foresee~that in thus insisbfn%

It did
3 on the
absorbing importance of Parliamentary action the Socialist
Party was losing its ‘ouly ‘driving energy. ' Then the Junior

. Socialist Party seceded from the parent organisation, and -the
only hope of the latter 'was left in the Labour Confederation, a
centralisation of rade Unions brought about by the arbitrary.
“action of Union officials in league with the Socialist Party.

themselves, and so create difficulties of entrance for new,
- ~inembers, and for the admission of apprentices in the factories;
a tendency to amass large funds that afterivards they are afraid

of compromising ; to seek the favour of public powers; to be
absorbed;-above all, in co-operation and mutual benefit schemes ;
and to become at last conservative elements in society.

- After having stated this, it seems "clear to- me that the

Syndicalist rné)ir'ement cannot replace, the Anarchist movement,
and that it can™érve as.a means of éducation and of revolu-
tionary-pteparation only if it-is.acted. on by the Anarclustic
impulse, action, and criticism. C T

- Aparchists, then, ought to abstain from identifying them-

selves with the Syndicalist movement, and to consider as an aim.

" — that which is but one of the means of propaganda and of action .
that they can utilise. They should remain in the Syndicates as

-clements giving an anward impulse, and strive to make of them
" as much as possible instruments of combat in view of the Social
Revolution. They should work to develop in the Syndicates all
that which can augment its educative influence and its com-
_ bativewess,—the propaganda: of ideas, the forcible strike, the
spirit of proselytism, the distrust'and hatred of the authorities and
of the politicians, the practice of solidarity towards individuals
and groups in conflict with the masters, They should combat all
that which tends to render them egoistic, pacific, conservative,—
- professional pride and the narrow spirit of the corporate
hody, heavy contributions and the accumulation ‘of ‘invested
capital, the service of benefits and of assurance, confidence in
the good. offices of the State, good relationship with masters, the
. "appointment of bureaucratic officials, paid and permanent.’

On these.conditions the participation of Anarchists in the
have good results, but only on these

Labour- movement will
conditions. PR

. These tactics'-_will‘ sometimes appear to be, and even may
really be, hurtful to the immediate interests of some groups;

but ‘that does not matter when it is a question of the Anaxchist

Let us watch the part played by the Confederation and the
party in the events of last month. _ L
© A strike'of gasworkers was just over at Milan, and nothing

them out of the city. As it happened, however, the paying off
took so long that instead of getting the trainload of them.away
while everybody was busy at work, it was discovered by em-
ployees of the neighbouring factories as it came out of the gas-
works, djiring their dinuer-hour. 1t was at fonce made the

- subject” of & hostile demonstration, a féw" windows ~being.
smashed. An irate officer of Carabineers who was in charge of

the train (they were not State gasworks, but somehow the

“{'proprietors and the State got mixed) alighted at a sife distance,:
- took charge of a squad near the line, and the end of it was that
between thém they managed tq fire over a hundred shots on

the unprepared crowd, seven men falling seriously wounded.

vemained to be done but pay off the blacklegs and smuggle; -

. And now notice what happened, tor it was the occasion of .

many subsequent lies. The people of Milan stopped work, and -

only after the city was obviously and incorrigibly on strike

did the Labour authorities allow _a general strike to be declared. -

Next day, indeed, Turati took _pg.ris in a mass meeting and tried

" to win credit for the parby, but he was chased Home through

the streets. The Coufederation ip its own heavy way announced

that now the strike had been successful, everybody should go -

back to work .and leave the rest to the politicians.

Nevertheless, most of the cities .of North Italy did tollow that

example, Turin, indeed, starting a definite strugglé with her -

It also -
advised other cities not_to follow- the rash example of Milan.

13

‘ capitalists, replying .with a secoind forty-eight hout strike to

their twenty-four hour lock-out. ‘ ‘ . o
But the whole interest of the country soon becamé concen~
trated on the railway men. It must be remembered that the

o S . L
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railways in Italy are State-owned and State-managed, and ‘that,

under a recent law against which the railway men made a noble -

but ingffective protest, any man voluntaril y quitting work for -
- over twenty-four hours has to consider himself dismissed with-
In.

out lﬂlrthqr notice, and is liable to other punithments.
the Milan section-alone 4,000 ‘Wien went. out in sympathy with
tne city ; in all, spme 7,000 men defied the law. I'hey returned
to work at their convenience, thus defyin
time. Then the country realised that it was facing a crisis.,
Many thought, that a revolution was imminent, and it is not’
overrating the influence of the Socialist Party tn say that their
action alone averted it Their aftitude was almost too farcical
. to be taken seriously. They maintained that because the men

had been allowed to return to work n¢ legal action could be

taken against them, and implored'the Government to be lemient.

the law a second

to the impulsiveness of thoughtless working men (lavoratori -

incoscents). The railway men’s sections in all parts of the
country declared themselves ready for energetic action; but the
power-of ‘the  party and the Confederation and the Socialist
Press prevailed, and by 7 votes to 2 (with 2 abstentions) their
executive declared that the time was not ripe to precipitate
such. a revolutionary movement as a general strike at that

moment would inevitably have been. In the same resolution .

they declared that the weakness of their decision was due to

© the betraydl of the workers by the Confederation and the party,

and suggested that the sections should consider the advisability
of quitting the Confederation. -The actual question now being
considered by the sections, however, includes the desirability of
a stronger ‘executive. o ®ia =y a T o
=~ .Before the Government took any action there wera extreme

sy

- expressions of political feeling from all quarters. The party of

order naturally demande®l a military dictatorship.and the milita-
risation of the railway men; some Socializgt societies declared
for an-armed general strike; while the Sodiatist Party was for

leaying all to tye leniency of the Government, and issued
- furious articles qgainst general strikes;'and railway strikes in

particalar. The Government finally acted on the advice of the
Socialists and ordered the dismissal of sixteeri men.. The
- Socialists jumped on these men~ as§ martyrs, and offered their
gratuitous services for legal proceedingd against the State; the
-railway men’s Union offered “them posts as organisers for a
strike to be declared at the first. opportunity; and so, for the
moment, the affair fizzled out. ' - '

But, like the truly.dramatic action it has been, it leaves all -
It has shown the

concerned in a very altered state of-mind.
workers what to expect from the Socialist Party and the Con-
federation, and, more clearly than ever before, that they do not
require orders from above when there is anything to be done.

Lt has also proved that the railway men are to be depended on,,

that the™ Revolution ”.6f thé Socialists is a worn-out phrase, and
that the Anarchists and Syndicalists are the only men of ‘action
in the country: For their part, they must have realised.more
~.clearly than eve: o the
ballot-boxes of a discredited . party, and that 7,000 men do not

~defy the powers of the State (and that simply to show their

solidarity with their fellow-workers) without vhere .being a

corresponding readiness for such action thronghout the country, -

I

A VISION' OF SACRIFICE.

to view the sunrise. The air about us was thick and moist, the

gaunt old trees stood out like ragged giants, while the bluff:

itself on which we stood seemed but one of the many vapouring

clouds which floated about its edge. ;
~ Suddenly from the -east. there. swept upon us a white light,
and we sprang to our feet, all but one, who, exhausted by .the

long climb, lay stretched full length on ‘the trunk of a fallen

- w4ree. The-light swept up and abouf- us,.casting the-shadows of

“all-things white, so that we three beeame six, the shadows
‘gaunt and distorted 8s to seem three others facing us,

We gazed on the shadows, then at each other, and laughed

nervously, while one remarked that we might be .the spirits of

-some ancient.priests_about to offer sacrifice, “ And I the victim,”

chimed the frail one, who indeed was one of the ‘many vietims
of a disordered.social, systém, It was all too' 'b.pgrd viate. The
‘fallen tree .might .easily be the sltar-stone at.Stgnehenge; the
+ greater gauntold tree'on the edge of the bluff, whose branches

~ were_long. since. rosted:away or.:shattered by lightning, Wwhich

‘bad likewise struck ont s a knot-hole near its top, tﬂrough

which.the sun could sfrike the heart of one lying prostrate o‘ﬁ"""""_"}e“ light of. feason in &

the tree. . :

LY

" roughly-clad. men and women clusteréd’ here and there about-
.the walls, 'while others, udiformed and swinging clubs; went

r that the spirit of the people is rising above the

“was now of .the dead-who cannot rest. .

-while-before it hurrtiéd the.misshapen clouds,.even as the super~ .
stitions of a dead civilisation shall .one day. scurry before the:

And those clouds below the edge—are they. yapour or-human
forms, the figures of people gathered to witness the offer ng?
» Slowly along the heaven the sun creeps up until 1t lies
aslant of the knot-hole,land one of the ghostly, white-robed
things has raised its arm, the sun glints along a knife in its
hand, the victim’s eyes widen with terror and suspense, the
silence is Inden with an ominous chill,.closer and closer cr'eeps -
the tiny ray of light, fhe face of the victim whitens with
suffering under the eyes of the priest varrowing with fanaticism,
while from below comes the chant of the -multitude, low and
uncertain at first, but gathering in volume until it drowwns all
else, then ceases.. The stillness is unbearable: the spot of sun
rests on theheart of-:the| victim, the priest’s arm descends; I
close my eyes, to open them suddenly, for a thick blackness
envelops everything, and the false dawn has passed. -

The voices of my companions complaining of the tffickness
of the fog seem faint and far off as I all unconsciously voice
my thanksgiving that we no longer demand human sacrifice.
“Do we not 2 I turn sharply and face one of the shadow
figures ; butthis is a wan, and there -were no men in our party.
This, too, s smaller than.the shadows ‘and. unlike them, having

wide cheek-bones, square chin, and straight, determined lips..

“Do.we not ? ” he repeated: . “ Perbaps not in just that form =
but look you!™ He pointed- to the mass of vapour below,
which seemed te separate-and take.form. — ;

- The great walls .of a prison loomed before us; groups of

from group to group dispersing them. About the gates through.
which.we passed more uniforms-clustered, and a greater number -

still in the open court. But in the -long corridors leading to
to the cells a stillness as of death peryided; down these
corridors we,passéd, and before ‘us went a group of -black-
robed figures, one bearing a crucifix, one a book, and, one:
with its face masked. Cell-doors open and more uniformed
men bring forth three ofhers, and the procession moves onward,

turning now to right, now to left, until they.redch the door ™

leading to the back courtyard. ..~ . .. ,
“These are the high priests and their victims,” my" guide "
murmured, * PO
“And their god,” T asked, “ who is he ? ¥’ |
. “Their .god is Mammon,” he answered, “and in hig nay
many are maimed and more murdered. See !” - ] srily
1 looked through’ the: doorway ; the place of sacrifice wi .
gallows, its arm-stretched over the crowd below, as though b .
too willing to welcome all; while the black:robed figure wi:.
masked face fondled vhe rope, whose free end dangled a woose,
But the procession_stops, the uniformed figures rush forward,
the prisoners are pushed back, the priests’ faces whiten witl.
quick concern, for to our,ears is borne the sound of struggle and;

sharp blows, the courtyard fills with zoggh-clad figures, the -

same I saw without the walls, - =~ . e _ |
Men, women, and children fill the yard, men with crippled

himbs or limbs entirely missing, crooked and 'distorted bodies, -

scarred faces, ahd.some blind ; the women with wide, hungry
eyes, carrying 'pinched little babies,. while wolf-liké children
cling to their skirts.
way to the gallows, and deny the victims demanded; and at
length the judges are ‘forced to close the heavy doors lest they
fill the corridors too. And while they clamour outside, the high
priests face each other and decide to return the victims to their
cells and wait, for they -say: “Some of this rabblg-will die off,
others will forget, and we can then hang these-three!?’ ..
“ Dare they do it 7 ” I asked of the figure beside me.
“They have done it,”” he answered..- “ Look.! *’

And they fill the courtyard, blocking the

« The courtyard had cleared; we walked fort}'ﬁ-_-._t,he"'mpe om

the gallows swung. as though it had been well occupied. Men
in couples crossed and recrossed the yard, each time bearing-
heavy burdens, which they laid in a.row near the wall and
covered with a a canvas cloth. . "
“What are-they ? ] -

*Bee!” angwered my guide, and raised the cloth. Beneath:
lay four men, their visages purple and distorted, but gtill
bearing the likeness to those L have seen on the picture of a

monument - att Waldheim—and : memory ~flashed a fifth who

should have been .there, he who.had died of. his own hand and

I turned to speak to the guide, but lLe had vanished, and:

eyen as-1 pazed:the others melted away and the prison crumbled,,

for over the.edge of the:bluff.the sun.was rising white and clear,

wdnld?lbased on human justice,
L < 5 T ;
e Mary>Hanszn,
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A LEessoN’ FrOM ¢ LEGALITY.

In the Melbourne Socialist for September 14 Tom Mann
. puts the last nail in the .coffin of compulsory arbitration. He
“points out hew legal .méthods keep the workers walting years

for a decision, and after a decisi

by the masters will entirely reverse it, and, to quote his words,
" “in five

finutés the efforts of years ave utterly destroyed, and
. the bosses_have the, men again: “ by the waol,” who become a
laughing-sto
.legally appoi
time he was. fadyourably ine

tion. - Now he admits its failure i—
.. ‘*Genuine fighting virility seems to have
smoodgy, feeble respectability, ma;lif‘k'éting“‘?i'tt‘l'a—m__m*ﬁgncern about the
sottlement of the industrial and socia_i problem, nuntil in New South Wales
the Arbitration Act'is now treated as antincubus and dead weight-+a hindrance
to progress. In Vietoria the Wages Boards’ décisions when:favourable in any
- degree to the workers ¢an be and are enti 1 &
~t——“ourt. I'hus ive-are compelled to declaxe that-these Jegal means, whether of
" Arbitration Conrts or Wages Boards, ar¢ not a success.’”

o

ntéd Wages Board. But Mann admits that at one

_ ek o s
e-disappeared, pnd given place to

In the end, Mann comes to ‘conclusions in,
Action :— L d Y n E =
S i s . ) . —e : ' A
P oGere Saman g rathless logic of experience must we turn to more active and

effective organisation. .
-~ time up to fivel-or six year ] ‘ _
TUnionism—now more generally known as the Inilustrial Organisation of the
Workers of the World, where engi
and butcher, and the genera (
true comrades in the great-fight for Industrial Freedom.”
. g . {oy s :
r . - Y '

C“Warcs Your LEADERS.” 5
The railway crisis must have shown very clearly that if the
‘men had but the will, they Jiave the power to bring about at any

time a revolutionary situation in the struggle of Labour against

Capital.  Some day they will have to do this, for the conditiops
of the conflict will leave them mno choice. They will perhaps
“Tearn also that the glorification of a man like Bell—whose fooling
of their cause is his méfRod of advertisement—means putting
powers into one man’s hands that no man ought to -possess:

"' Nothing could be more absurd than the .prolongation of this
“ crisis,” which has been done so that oue man’ might have the
'stage, while hundreds of thousands of men toil on

centre of the |
in suspense. Bell.is everything: the workers are mere cyphers.

. on -occasion. he ‘can join the feast of the directors aifd. be one of

them. * And if generalship were-needed; what an ass this would

- . be to-attedipt to lead tle men to vietory ! S .

_are never made by the: farcical tactics of a Bell. Recognition

forsooth! They’ll recognise you when you strike.. Workers,
watch your leaders ! : g S SO

L

"Tue (rear Brosa Puslic. ; _ o |
An outery has been raised on. behalf of the “ greab British
.public,” whose lives and comfort would be imp rilled . by a
Jailway strike,
society where -equality existed, wh

> ,between men was something mor .
_5pirit of mutual consideration would not only be essential, but
‘would be a natural and spontaneous outcome of & healthy: social

life. . But-what are the rights of the British pablic to-day as .
agninst-those of the railway men ? .. There is 4n army/of gome ' .
1d;  exposed to danger :froinithe moye-. ...

; 320,000 men, we are to ) |
" yent of railway vehicles:” Every year these

-

nen ‘ate killed in
Sl LT A BT
s

.‘-
~ q
3 _*\ o 1

on is given how an ‘““appeal

-stock and a hyword of reproach.” . So, much for the -

lined towards compulsory arbitra-'
el 2

fav‘é__:tu'r of .Direct

No more of the! old-time sectional fights lasting any-
s, but defihite, clear-cut, straight-out Universal

neer and carpenter, tailor and hatter, baker .
| mass of labourers too, shall treat each other as’

_ Yet this man is-mistrusted-by gany;-and everyoneknows-how —

Successful strikes -

Let us be fair and admit thét if e lived in a
ere the idea of brothérhood:
e than a mera phrage, this

directors 7+ Not once. It has simply been indifférent..’ Very.
well, thex, no public in the world, British or other, has dny:

- sright to consideration from men who slave under such conditions.
So let them leatn by hard éxperience how iniich they owe to-

those who day-by day risk life and limb for their convenience.

[
4

0

EMMA GOLDMAN'S LECTURE. -

. An "eager, expectant audience filled the Holborn Town Huall on
October 7 to hear our comrade Emma Goldman lecture on “The
Labour Struggle in America.” A churge of sixpence for admission
did not deter them. The gallery, which was free, was filled some time-

before the lecture was to begin.- At'the Press-table quite a erowd of

reporters wer 'waiting., Prompt as the clock chimed 8 30 the chair-
man, John?lurner, lpd. the way on to the platform} followed by our
comrade. A-word or two of introduction, in, which it was pointed out
that few people wete, better -qualified to spenk on the subject of the:

American Labour Movement than our ‘comrade, as she had just com- *
pleted a tour of the States before leaving for the Anarchist Congress.. -

at Amsterdam, and ths lecturer was on her feet.
she'held her audience interested. ~Starting by saying that America no-
longer-attracted tiie emigrants from-Kurope who- desired political free-
“* dom, bug§ almost entire
pointed out that almost the entire outlook was a sordid one. The onl

exception was the Russian refugee fleeing from the Black Hundreds,

The growth of the Américan Federation of Labour was dealt with,

‘Clivic Féderation, touci}ﬂe'd on. Then the more robust spirit of the

e

ly those who went there for” material gain, she"

For about an hour:_

the pogroms, and all the tortures.of the cowardly and bloody Czardom. -

the Western Federation of Miners portrayed. The explanation of the .
recerit acquittal of Haywood was-forcible and startling. “It was |

- not,” she said, *“ that the State authorities had not got the humaw

L_l‘e_lj’..._tl_P.ﬁe_!s.f_bJL_t:vlle’_:I_!Jﬂ“B-tl'-iﬁlAlJ-ElﬁL-:Greaﬁtrms—rwdy_w_c‘aﬁ'y ‘out the wishes of the mining and other

. “capitalists of that part of America. They had the judges, the lawyers,
'the policemen, the gsolers, the executionérs,- all ready to do their
bidding, justss they did it in Chieago in 1887.- The reason=Haywood
was acquitted was that the jury knew right well that the Western
Miners thoroughly understood how to handle and use dynamite.”

The American workers, who were very quick, were bsginning to
show dissatisfaction with the tactics of Gompers and Mitehell. If the
Industrial Workers of ‘the World had kept out of politics, it might
have become a powerful body. Any new urganisation to succeed must
certainly do so.
and the General Strike made a principle of economic warfare, the
Labour Struggle. in Awerica would sweep everything before it. '

At the close of the lecture a’large number of questions wére asked,

and splendidly answered by our comrade. It is very satisfactory to

.report that there was a surplus after paying all expenses. ' | ‘

As it was announced that other- lectures: would probably’be’ givep
by Emma Goldman in London and the provinces, & word of ‘explanatibn
is necess%y to the® many "applicants for her'servicés. It seems that
‘the publication of Mother Earth, and other matters. in ‘America, made
it imperative for her to return after a few days’ rest. This was not
known: till the receipt of the U.S. mail. Disappointment at this is
tempered by the pleasure at’ the success of the Amsterdam Congress,
and the anticipation of the revival of Anarchist propagamda.
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_and the recent unholy alliance of it with the Trust bosses, through the -

Western States was. pointed out, and the revolutionary attitude of

Oncé the real solidarity of Labour 'was understood,’
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% owg: . a ' e ' P 'i‘elq'uirgd for a private si‘hting‘ at which the same ql’ieﬁtion ‘would he
? The AmStefda_m CO ,g'ress.- N treited ' from the practical side. ‘I'he above sesolution (Dunois) was |
‘ ’ T ; il carried unanimously together with the fullowing addition snggested by

. WEDNESDAY, AUGUST—
_ __—HANGE presiding. :
ANARCIISTT AND ORGANISATION (contimued).
. MaraTesTs.—The - misunderstanding  about
Collectivism is-entirely one of terms. Some of us mean one thing by
-these words, and some another; and we do
same way. For himself, he would ldefine two kintts of Individualism,
There is that of the individunl ‘who thinks of nobody but himself, of
developing his individuality without consideration of others, or else at
"“/théir expense ; that is the Individualism of the capitalist and of all

Individualism _and

‘oppressors,—bourgeois Individualism.” And there is the Individualism ' _

‘of "others who, for their own happiness, must be assured of the
- happiness of others,—who desire - the well-being and integral develop-
+ ent of «ll individuals ; that is thé Tndividualism of the Anavchists.
And in order to realise this, organisation is necessary, True freedom
is dnly in voluritary organisation. The very reason that we are not
-, free is because we are not organised and the capitalists are. How can

W

a single individual peasant free himself ¢ He can only do it by

organising with his fellows. .- . .

.. ‘As to the desirability of organisation in the Anarchist movement
itself, the Iack of it is a ‘constant reproach to us, * Take only as an
instance what happens when one of us is threatened with imprison-

“ment. Is it the Anarchists who organise those monster demonstrations
Wwhith by sheev weight of public’ opinioyforce the authorities to_avith-

hold the sentence? No; we left it .to the Freethinkers ahd the*

. Sociulists to-liberate Ferrer;: What iy wanting among us is primarily
the spirit of action. :
-of authority creeping into our organisations will daunt us. While we
~do nothing it is only natural that our organisations fade, but when we

see what there is to be done, and set out to do it, then the Inter-
It is not for propaganda that-itis:

_Dational will become a reality.
warted—with or without international organisation the propaganda
grows—but we need it for action.. Whenever there is & revolutionary

movement anywhere in the world, internatiohal organisation becomes,

necessary. 2 Voo SO _

{At this point various telegrams of greeting were read, and a-letter
froth a Chinese delegate-expressing his régrets for his enforced absence
through sudden illness.) Sl ;2 :

in favoar ‘of the principle of organisation, felt

t more inm sympathy with
the viewpoint of Croiset than with that of Dunois.’

We must not say

that only now do we begin to understand Anarchism; we are simply -
. strengthen it by supplementing the Bowises du Pravail by abov: -

utilising the inheritance of the pioneers, An Anarchist: International

must be a voluntary association of groups-and federations founded on

the: basis of freedom for the individual. He wished to protest against
thesidea thatit'should learn and teach * technieal means ” for the benefit
of the Syndicalist movement. It must be the meaus of furthering the
propaganda of Anarchist ideas, for, only inasmuch as the Syndicalist

movement is 4 means to this end does Amarchism concern itself with'

Syndicalism. _ _ . .
. et BAGINSKY held it absurd to inmg‘i:ﬁ%‘ ‘that individual liberty and
organisation' are antagonistic. We do not want Kropotkin only, or
Stirner only, but ‘both at once. W
“On the other hand, we-cannot regard. the State-as an orgaunisation ; in
‘every manifestation of itself it proves td be simply an institution for
" the application of blind Force, .An Anarchist drganisation would
natmally be without that force, anthority. © Nor do we want similarity
In our.organisation, but, on’the contrary, the greatest possible variety,
8Q that it may respond to the needs of -the greatest possible number of
* different individualities: . e - G ‘ e
. Conrxrrissen felt strongly that all Anarchist organisations must be
independent of all other organisations.
much of Individualism, and that some

-~ 1

comrades carried it so far that

the strongest individual Anarchist would end by becoming a moral |
--despot.”The-despotism-of personality-is-a-thing we must guard against. .
~ 'We have still o discover the form: of organisation that would leave the

individual free while at; the same time safegnarding us against this,
BrouTcHOUX was not 8o sure of the necessity of isolating Anarchist
organisations. - He was proud to say that he was attending the

Congress as delegate  of an Anarchist group and a Miners’ Union, .

- which had combined for that purpose. He did not see why there
should have been so much talk about [ndividualism and freedom. The
liberty of the individual is only limited by the liberty of othérs. When
two individuals begin to interfere with each other, there is no liberty
for either. -

CHAPELIER rose to reply to what Corﬁ_elissen had said regarding the .

~ despotism of personality. * It was obvious that while there existed men
eminently more active, more intelligent, and more capable than others,

. this moral autherity would. continue. The only way to abolish that

anthority is to educate all so that each one may find his special sphere
< of activity and freely develop his personal capacities.

SAMSON did not see that the question was so much one of finding a -

“suitable form of ‘organisation. There would always be discontented

jindividuals in any form of organisation, but'if the organisation is really

busy their discontent will not upset it. Besides, they are always us
free to leave as they were to join.

It was then agreed to close the discussion as the afternoon was.

Sth. THIRD DAY. .. , -

not always use them in the

When that comes we shall organise, and no fear

Ranws, though entively in agreement with those who hadl spoken

We must unite them and Ibsen too.

'He felt that we had heard too"

IMPERFECT .IN ORIGINAL

by Vohryzek and Malatesta:— .
“ An Anarchist féderation is an associntion of groups or individuals

" in which 1n0"one can” impose his will or limit the initintive of others.

It has for 8Bject to change all the noral and economic conditions of
present society, and to thiy end it erzploys all adegquate menus.”

Afternoon (Private). . .

As a result of the afternoon’ sitting, the following resolution was
handed 4o the Press :— : ' -

. “The Anarchists (individuals and delegates of groups and federn-
tions) assembled at Apsterdam declare that :
“The Anarchist International is constituted. B s
“ It is composed of existing organisations, and of individuals, groups,
and federations who-shall adhere, Vo e B

“ Individuals, groups, did federations shall remain « utonomous.

“ An International Burean is constituted, composed of fiye delegutes.
- “The Bureau will found interhational Avarchist archives, nccessible
to all comrades. & - o3, L e N

- “It will put itself into-.communication with. Anarchists in alt
countries, either directly or through three comrades  chosen. by the:
groups or federations of, those countries, S &,
. * For individual afiliation to the International, the indigidual must
be identified by an organisation, by the Bureau, or‘by comrudes known
abo the Bureau,' . _ : SR o
“The expenses of the Bureau and ‘archives will be covered by the -

affiliated federations, groups, and individaals” ' S

a . ; -3 ]

‘ Evening. B
ANARCHISI AND SYNDICALISIM. - -

Moxarre.— Before dealing with _the general question of the rela-

~~tions between Anarchisih and Syndicalism, let us see what is meant_by

the latter in France:  The revolutionary Syndicates aie composed .f
men who, while they are by no means all Anarchistg, nre all anti-
- Parliamertarians. ‘I'he basis of Syndicalis wrgmusation is one Union™ .
for-each trade in each focality. These Umnions, or Syndicates, are .
grouped together locally by the Bourses du ‘Lravail, which ure unfor-
tunately sometimes subsidised by the municipality. The Syndicates
are also federated nationally by~ trades, these foderations ut preseut
numbering sixty-four, with headiuarters, usually ‘in- Pavis, Out. of "

© these and the Bourses du Travuil is forthed the Confederation—thot |
-~oue delegate from each Bourse and-each hitiona] Syndicate.

organisation has bren found uiosteffective, and it now remai .+ i,
regional organisations, thus linking up the whole eonntry. - " :
history ofrthe movement shows the mistrust of the workeis fo..;* .t

- mentary action. Over and over again the politiciws hnve tri - ..
them, and for this reason they were 'f_or a long time'-shnnned by
Anarchists. But with the political success of Millerand the dtmospheie -
cleared. "I'hen came the union of all revol utiouists, and the Anarchists
showed that they were..ovganisers. Theve arestil] o few Syndicates

—outside the Confederation—the Miners; 131 exatnple—but they will

The”Syndicalist movement is the workers” movement, and

soon join,
T

for that reason alone all Anarchists.shrould join theiv Syndicates. :
Direct Action isithe one priuciple of Syndicalismi! and the strike ié:
the most important form of action in- the Syndicates. Some Anarchists
might say to him : We do-not want strikess we want 'f'evolutilo_n - But
he would ask them: How is the revolution to come ‘before the workeérs.
know their power? Every strike is a lesson in “Fevolutionary action.
A strike is alsy the best means of propaganda. Until a great strike
“aroused that province, Brittany was.the xnost: backward part of France:

' Since the strike the number of Syndicites there has grown b{qndver &
)

Hundred. Lo have taken part in a sevious strike brings to each ‘min a |
total change of mentulity. e must clear up one popular mistnder- 2
standing about the movement in Fraunce. [t was often imagined that”
the business of the' Confederation was to order “strikes, snd ”that’
Syndicates could not strike without xefeiring the question first to the”
Coiifederation.  This is entitely 4 mistake. The Syndicates‘and their .
sections are absolutely’ autonomous and strike when they think fit,;

" simply advising the Confederation of the fact.

In patting the case for Syndicalism ‘he would point out that the-
General Strike, to have any permanént effect, is obviously more com™
plicated-an affair than any merely political revolution. "It would have

-to be carried out with @ ¢clear understanding of what was wanted, and
with an absolute confidence. in the organisations, Anarchists had:
begun to lose confidence in the coming revolution in,France, Syndical-
ists had restored ‘it. He would uot deny that there- were serious.
dangers in the movement, besides that most serious one of the subsi-
dising of the Bourses.du Travail. There was the danger of centrnlisa-
*tion, which naturally cliokes individual initiative to a certain extent,
Here was work for Anarchists—and in fighting against this ‘they

" would find many Socidlists with.them. Then there was the danger of '

officialism. It was inevitable that the man who had been sitting in a
secretary’s armchair year after year should begin to take a different
view of the movement to -what he did when he was working in the. .
mine or the shop. Every Anarchist in the Syndicates would naturally

" oppose this dangerous principle of re-electing officials, Finally, he:

~would warn Anarchists against joining Syndicates siniply to use thenx
' S8 U - : ooy oan Fowg : LR
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~ throw Capitalism while remaining a servant of- capitalist pr
* Together with a solution of the unemployed problem, they pai

as fields of propaganda. ,Let them join-ns exsluite | workers pure, and -

-pimple firrt, as-men of noble opinions-aftes. -
.. THURSDAY, "AUGUST 23tb.”" ‘FOURTH DAY.

T ; ' LaNCE l'm'residing. ' o e o

- ANARCHISH AN SYNDICALISM (continued).

LANGE, in déclaring the sitting open, pointed out that while several

&
4

of the Dutch daily newspapers were giving good long reports of the .

Congress, the, current number of Vorwdrts just received had no mention
of it; ' . 5
A Furxca CoMrapE.—Nor has Jumanité !

A BerciaN ComrAaDE.—Nor £e Leuple! . - | , _

- Arhidst . miuch laughter R ALATESTA rose to congratulate the Social
Demoerats on having adopt®d.a policy of. silence in place of fheir old
one of misrepresentation,’ - . ; ‘ '

" Lanee reminded the Congress that before noon.of néxt day the
three questions, Syndicalism; the General Strike, and Anti-Militarism,
had to be disposed of, o ' , :

Tt was unanimously agreed to take the first two together. The
. discussion on Syndicalism and the General Strike was then declared
open. & ». ' ;

] RoGDAEFF was in favour of Anarchists entering their Syndicates.

 Where the coniditions of the people were different, the movement was

naturally different. It was to be expected, therefore, that strikes
would be fiercer in Russia than in France. The recognition of the
clags war is the basis of, Syndicalist. propaganda in Russia, and the real
basis.of all the great strike movements—even of those supposed to be

- ~political—was économic. The famous revolt of thé™ Patémikin ’.was in

veality a sympathy strike carried to its logical conclusion of expropria-
tion. The Anarchist position in the Syndicalist .movement Should be
simply that the workers’ movement should be cleared of all politicians.

At the present time practically all the Syndicates in Russig are anti-
- Parliamentarian. ) ; i _
- Syndicates for its own end, but in the strikes of 1903 things went so

The Government had stérted the formation of some

far that it had to act agairist its own pet organisation. There were very
few Anarchists in Russia who did not sympathise with the Syndicalist
movement: G M o

_ .ComrNELISSEN felt that, Monatte had not spoken as an Anarchist;
but as a Syndicalist. At the same time he agreed with him that there

was good work to be done inside the. Syndicates. Besides the dangers.
- already méntioned, there was that of the Syndicates becoming merely

co-operative, and an: s‘.;uthgi'ity.f-inh theéir trade. Another evil of the
movement was shown ifi* A'merica, where the patriotic-influence of the
TUnions was used in exciting hatred of the Japanese. =

‘OBERSLAGEN said that. Anarchists bad been very
Syndicalist movémentsin Holland, and consequently the movement was
ina very hopeful condition. s o A

m Afternoon.

- MALATESTA 9§cﬁébt§d_- some comrades would be'surpriseﬂ to hear him
speak against Syndicalism and the General Strike, against a certain

. conception of the General Strike, a pacificist conception that seems to

active in the

~mentarism.- This was a great mistake.

--can replace insurrection. . Some people
- are going to starve the bourgeoisie.

. tion;-and wherever we find them setting to work on bhose-li?g
th

'be growing popular among Syndicalists. But first he desired to make -

it quite clear that he as much as any one regretted: the isolation that is
_the fate of Anarchists who do not participate in the Labour movement.

In the propaganda-of Anarchist ideas we must,.of course, support the

+

mass movement; "He was so far entirely in agreement with previous
_speakers. - But he felt that the other side of the question had not been -

fairly put, so he would limit himself to bringing out what he considered -

the essential differances. of opinion between Anarchists and Anarehist-
‘Syndicalists.. He had himself béen such a strong advocate of entering

the Syndicates that he had even been accused of- being a Syndicate- .

_maker.  That was all very well at one time, but, now we are confronted
with ¢ Syndicalism,” the doctrine. He would have nothing to say
against it if he could believe that Syndicalism alone cou\d, as was
claimed for it, destroy Capitalism. _But,-who could.-expect\to over-

but the fact of the matter was that as the Syndicalist(organisation
grew. nearer and ‘pearer to perfection, the- number of unemployed .grew

grentesland greater. Certainly, Syndicalism in this way can expancipate

a part of the workers, but not all. It is -only: too' obvious\that the
Syndicates make a sevious ‘division of the workers, and often(enough

" without doing any harm to the capitalists. e -

Do not let us make any wmistake about what we mean by ¢ solidarity
of the workers.” If is often used as if there'existed some natural
economic solidarity among the exploited workers. » But -this class
solidarity even is only an abstaction, The material fact of life under
existing conditions is the personal antagonism between sl workers.

" Solidarity is an aspiration, and in that alone lies its importance to the
- workers.

It is an aspiration that is capable-of transforming.the
economic. conditions of a nation, for the differences of * economic,
conditions are not due to financial éauses, but to the vaiying spirit
‘of the people in the different countries, Indeed we may as well

© . ponfess at-once that.the purely economic struggleis not sufficient;. it

s .., Of oné point. :Z,bout Anarehists

must be based on anintense moral struggle, for.changes in economig .,

. conditions soon- readjusted themselves whéré the moral

conditions of
the people remained unaffected. ‘ '

L ; 1 in Synglliczit.ﬁs he was: quite‘t;ert-ain,—-*
that no Anaréhist” cotild take an officiul positicn ir’x’!?i.-‘{ Syudicate without
; . . y . 1 Vem  ff

= . . |

- 1 =
f BRI, & o Y
. L]

™ L'-

years find -hindself in a false position, fof Ne was only accepted until

"the Syndicates bocdige really strong,and then-he would be asked to go.

He did not sbe why France should consider herself i&a'novel condition ; .
English Trade' Unionism' hegan in just the same Hgvolutionary tone, .
and look at it now ! 5 x : Y '

He should like, in paséing, bo clesr yp a.miauhdemtﬁﬁ%ng of ferms.

He often heard political action referred. to as if it inve ved P-a.rliq-_.-‘.' B
Wahat, for example, was .
| arx -whs ;4

. responsible for this confusion. He approached the whole question |
_ from the economic viewpoint, and semetimes almost takes it for granted

Bresci's act?  Was it economic? No; it was political?

that ‘the peasant enjoys paying rent to his landlord. This is manifestly
absurd, No peasant-—and mo other worker for that matter—liles,:
paying rent; he does so simply because of the force—the political
force—that is behind the landlord, ’ s | ’

He now came to the General Strike, What he objected to was the

idea, so freely propagated by some Syndicalists, that the General Strike -
fondly, cherish the'idea that-we
: : We should starve ourselves first.
‘Or else they go so far as'to admit that the General Strike . involves -
expropriation. - But then the soldiers come.
be shot-down 2 OFf course not. We should stand up to them, and that
Jvould mean Revolution. So why not say Revolution at once instead
of General Strike? This might. seem only a question of words, but it -
go¥s deeper than that. The advocates of the General Btrike make
people think they can do things without “fighting, and thus actually

spoil the revolutionary spirif of the peeple. It was propaganda-ef this ..

kind that brought about_ such illogichl positions as that taken up by

‘the strikers recently at Barcelona, where they did fight the 8oldiers, but -

at the same time treated with the State! This. was because they were
under the delusion that it vds only an economic.question.- .
He considered that some of the pamphlets published on the Generalt

Strike 'did ‘nothing but harm. In the first place, it was a fallacy to-

base their arguments, as some of them do, on a supposed superabund-

‘ance'of production. Not being much of 4 hand at statistics himeelf, he-
‘once asked Kropotkin what was the real position of England.in this
respect, and be was told _that England produces enougn ‘for three-
months in the year only, and that if importations were stopped for four -
weeks everybody in the countiy would die of starvation. The modern
{Jossibilitiqs of transport make it undesirable for capitalists to accumu-

W7y S Ve . c ' i "3
placiig himself ina falke position. Indeed, he was not sure whether - -
even'the-plain Anarchist mémber of a Syndicate would not before many

Are we to let ourselves -

ate food. It was estimated that London was never provisioned for-

_ much over three days, in spite of all her warehouses. : .
In dealing with this question of the General Strike we must begin«
by considering the necessity of food. 'This is a move or less new basis-

.for the conception. . .A peasant strike, for instance, appeared to him as-
the greatest absurdity. Their only tactics were immediate exprc;g;ia’-
16 18-

our business to'go and help them against the soldiers. Aud-then he

had read somewhere that we onght to go and smash-the railway
bridges ! He wondered whether the advocatés of such foolishness ever

realised that corn has to come the same way the cannons come. To-

adopt the policy of neither cannons nor corn is o make all revolutionists -

the enemies of the people. We must face the cannons if we want.

“ the corn. i . : : :
. Tuet us realise that the General Strike is only one means of fighting . .

the capitalists, and let us find out how it works in practice, how really.
to use it. If the ‘Governments have ‘perfected the arms of repres-
sion, we must set to work to perfect those of revolution. _
‘more knowledge; we want new methods of fighting; we need a.
technique militaire. In his own early days when they talked about the:
General Strike for the first time, every man had.his own rifle and;

revolver; his plan of the town, of the-forts, arsenals, prisons, Govern- -
ment buildings, and so’ forth, Nowadays nobody .thinks of these*

things, and yet they talk on glibly. about. revolution, .Look at what

happened in South Italy. The Government shot down' peasants by the-

hundred, and the only soldier:-that was hurt. fell off his horse by

accident. (It.was this massacre that made Bresci take. extreme action..
He believed-a-telegram which was sent him from Rome saying that the: -

King-himself had .ordered the soldiers to shoot without. mercy.) -
If we talk about, revolution, then, let us at least. be prepaved for it..
Unfortunately, the fight must be brutal. .He would.like to think

otherwise—but how could it be? We cannot let onrselves he killed..

‘These are a few of the things he would recommend the commades to-

ponder and discuss.
(T'o be concluded in our next issue.)

e

Axy -ll.p_b.éaiior “ Freedom.”

—————

. The difficulty of printing Freedom in these times of depression eompely

"ua to ask all friende. and sympathisers to-render: what :ﬁnm_wial-aasaistnnce-:_

-they can toienable nsito appearirégularly. - :

. “Much voluntary -work :mustalways be-given to help-the.paper along,.
but as- weare only workers-ourselves, -our pocketa: will not- meet- the:deficit.
on-each: nunrber. ) ' '

[E N T -

" Any subscriptions will be thankfully ireceived; and should be sent to- .

F:Tomwar; 127, Ossulston Streét, Euston Roand-London, N.'W, ,
‘ e _ el . N

b

We need:®
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'+ INTERNATIONAL NOTES,. * -

<Germany. :
" If report be true; Karl Liebknecht's incarceration in a fortress will

% e and he reigns now, it- becomes his favourite wg&pqd_ for-r rﬁ_s_s,iiig, o
progressive ideas and men. ‘“Under thi§law,” says oir-comtade, % g’ * -
matter what .the provocation, acts against.the -person or_.private =
property, even-if followed by no ill effects, are punishable with gix
months’ imprisonment. - At °its conclusion - the--culprit ishanded-over—-

"

not be the severe. punishment it sounds. Apparentlys a -political
- prisoner in Getmany' énjoys -greater, privileges than one in any other

. countyy, which is.srange, considering the rigorous treatment.-leted .
.+ out-t6 the ordinary German prisoner.. He ‘willibe allowed™ to name

his own ‘date for entering the fortress, will be comfortably housed
while there, and permitted to transaes business as if at home. = He will

" - mot,- however,- be given the opportunity to make speeches on anti-

&y

‘militgrism, though that will matter little; new ideas spredd. from
- behind prison-bars with * greater force and speed than from anywhere

" ‘else. Liebknecht’s trial and sentence will. propagate anti-militarism
-+ in a manner that the niilitary authorities and. his judges little dream -

-of.” Leaflets and pumphlets will circulate more secretly and, surely
-among the young soldiers and . fledgling’ recruits ‘than they ever did
before. The time may not as yet:be ripe for every unit of a standing

- .army to lay down his rifle—but e gry” soldier “throughout the universe

has now got the Idea packed inside hig knapsack, aud some day it will
~burst the knapsack and play. some “gueer' pranks on Government-

~-r—ordered battle-grounds. The Anatchists were. the first to broach anti-

. militarism in Germany, and Liebknecht, although in some points less

- & Marxist. than-his father, ‘therefore a man of more liberal views,

denounces the Anarchist conception in a soméwhat rabid style in his

e suppressed work, when' contrasting it with the Secialist views on the

" . Unious) points to the formatién of a young |

by

same subject. ~Still, his book is suggestive, and as such will force anti-

. militariSin abead, while the imprisonment of one of the most popular

Socialist:leaders in the country will put a seal on the idea as little else
woyld havi-done in Germany.” ‘Other anti-militarists suffered 'before

him, but’ they wefe mere Anarchists or humble ' folk unknown to the

' 'M'ean_while, another clause of fhis speoi:

- to the Government, and, if it so chooses, then transported to the -
Ocennic island of Timor, a veritable inferno for Kuropeans. Here he
is placed under supeivision of the local suthorities, and not allowed t6

.return to Eurepe without permissio:of-. the home Governiment.”

ilJaw muzzles the Press, which.
is forbidden to report,upon Anarchist acts or attempts, to notice éélicg
~investigations following these, or to publish reports of Anarchist trials.

Some twenty of those now in prison, he adds, expect to be transported
without trial. Yet the Press dare ngt allude to this iniquity, beirg

- forced intd silence by a ‘recent-and special order forbidding the
merest allugion to such or kindred matters. Two dailies which daved

~ to insert & few words on- ““ Anarchist deeds ” have been suspended for
a mouth. Tyranny succeeds tyranny under the triumvirate, the King,
his Minister, and Judge Veigs, in a silefice grim hé death. The police
do what t;héy like=—arrest innocent persons, confiscate their papersand

*books,” and by terrifying their employers kéep them out: of ‘work.

- Porbugal, as oyr-comrade reminds us, i§ a country little known to
foreign nations.” ‘The horrors of' Montjuich appealed to international
solidarity, but Portugal remains isolated, aud its rulers may oppress
. ‘the people as they will without fear of putside eriticism. - Ho'w is the -

world to learn the truth when-the Press is'not only gagged, but it is

made penal to name certain~facts? The giim silence, as now, of a
-nation like Russin. under ‘oppression is eléquent; bat the moair-of an
inarticulate country like little Portugal reinains unnoticed because
unhegrd. So Comrade Vasco pleads for his countrymen. He promises

“facts and information to lay before the general pubhc, and begs that

all comrades will voice them and do their utmost to free the imprisoned

“Social - Democratic world ; their trials made no stir. - The editor of men of Lisbon, and present torture and suffering s at Montjuich, ;-
- Revolutiondr (Fraitbose) was ‘tried in'September last, but acquitted P ‘ | —— w4 ¢ el
- -owing to insufficient evidence— The editor of Freie Arbeiter was less 'BI‘_‘_?._Z_II- s - : : ¢ 4 |

2

-

“fortunate, being sentenced to six months’ imprisonment,

-

Sixteen Berlin spies (probably more) have been sent to London to -

work conjointly with the English detectives for the safety of, the little
Kaiser-—London Anarchists being renowned for their bloodthiratiness.
But William will die in his bed, much as that may be against the
grain-of so ardent a fire-eater. - , -

The programme of the Free Union of G
party or nucleus imbued

with_ Federalist and revolutionary tendencies. This Union consists of

- fifteen trade federations and' sixteen local  organisations, comprising

some 15,000 members; Its chief expouent is Die Einigkeit, with a
-circulation of about 17,000, --‘These young people .believe thorot

erman Syr;dicatés (Trade

hly

in the efficacy of the Genersl Strike, and stand for anti-militarism,

_decentralisation, and liberty and eqality among trade organisations.
"The programme states emphatically thut the class war shoald be

waged in a social-revolutionary sense, and that a Socialist €onception
-of the world and of life must embrace the idea of the General Strike.

"Thie only Unions’to be. refused foderation are such as deny the class-

war and preach concilintion between Capital and Labour. On the
-other band, individual unorganised wage-earners will be admitted with
pleasure. - Euch Union entering the TFederation will retain. its
-autonomy and statutes, and the federated body is looked upon in the
light of an organ for revolutionary education, and action. So here ag
~elsewhere the Anarchist idesl of Direct Action makes its power felt,
After an interesting discussion, the International Cdngress of

"Miners, which met at. Salsburg (Austria), decided“that on a threat of .

war the International Committee of Miners should meet, and if neces-
“sary convoke a Congress of the
‘preventing an outbreak of- hostilitfes: #A-1fiillion and a half of 'miners
were represented at the -late Congress. \What could the war loans of
* the Rothschilds effect if the miners and'arsenal workers.of the world
threw down their tools at the first howl of 'the dogs of war? Mean-
whils, Germany, in common with évery other military-ruled nation, is

-doing its best to sicken its soldiers with the “noble profession of -

-arms.”  Only -lately at "Hawburg a Reservist was sentenced to two

months’ imprisonment for daring.to attend a’ Trade Union meeting.

‘whik absent on u day’s leave Such petty tyrannies are syre in the
long run to wmake a soldier think. ‘ : y i,

g |

Portugal.

It will be remembered that some months ago when the Minister

. dictator, Franco, was setting Lisbon and the country generally aflane
. by his reactiopary speeches and measuces, what was called a bomb
- exploded in the room of a worker, maiming him and two'of his friends.
The men happened to wélorig to a Freemasons™lodge, the result being
that 300 persons—thany being members of afliliated "lodges—were
indiscriminately arrested. ‘One half of thesé still remain in prison

without havingr yet been brought -to trial or even-told of what crime

. they arve accused. "Cowmrade Nemo Vasco, editor of Z'erra ‘Livre, makes

" . an eloquent appeal to /'reedom on behalf of his suflering countrymen,

~giving an insight into the working of the Portuguese loi scélerate,

~drafted ten years ago to overawe Anarchist and other rebels. No

‘Minister, apparently, éxcept its originator, Franco, has dared to make
frequent use of this drastic measure, suéh is the.public odtcry on the

- vecasions it has been put.into force. - But whenever Franco reigns, -
‘.ni * . . » .

iners of:.the world; with a view to-

- who would have roasted me if he only had the power.

A story, of militaristh appears in Zerra Livre which, “though

atrocious, " is 'believable; for such’ cases were known in -Huropean
armies in the early part of “the last century. A young soldier, aged
only 18, committed some trifling breach of discipline wheii ifi barracks -
“at Villegaignon. For this he was ordered 200 lushes. (In the British
army punishment up ‘to 300 lashes and more used to be feequent.)
After 90 strokes of the whip it was noticed that the poor fellow's head
had sunk to hig breast-and that he seemcd dead e wialdirig
the whip asked the commanding officer whether the - . . :

not cease. ‘“Not at all |” .was the brute’s ansier.
- of the sentence was inflicted on.the boy’s dead bady.
comrades will remember that officer: L e .
Australia. SN

' From Melbourne, Comrade Fleming writes :—
. ' I am sending a clipping of a trial and imprisonment I have recently
faced for using what the police tetmed profaue language. The sentence’
waus fourteeu ‘days,or £3,'so I resolved not to ‘submit. This makes the -
‘third time, The first was for claiming the right of free speech on the
Queen’s - Wharf in;Melbourne ; that was seven days.” Th'e, second was a
mounth for endeavouring to get the public library opened on Sundays, by
holding what the police described as an illegal procession ; but I got the
Tilrdry opened all the same. The case was taken to & hizher Court, and
the judge decided in my favour against the police, But I had to domy
monthy gnd the judge would not allow ainy costs for illegal. imprisonment, .-
though he stated it-was the most-absurd case he ever heard of. We have
gained the right to hold a procession through ‘the'streets as a redult,but I
regret -to say that the people thrcugh their apathy have allowed the
library to .be closed, though it was opened for several years. In my
recent case I had to appear before a Catholic magistrate named Dwyer,
The Churches ave (
“behind the whole busiuess ; they want to put.down free gpeech.”

PROPAGANDA NQTES. .

2 [ cé)a}ts of the “Wovement 'dre'.-rpecialig inwited, and should be sent in 1ot
later than the 25¢h of each month.] v ? :
> o

'
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LONDON.—The meetings at the Bath House have been coutinued during -
the past month, but the attendance has unot been so large as was expéected.

e tidur-comrade G y Aldred gave four lectures on the evolutiou of Auarchism,

lis Jast lecture producing opposition from an Individualist, H, Meuleu, who

agreed to speak on ‘the following Weduesday (October 23) on Individualism,

"The coinmercial spirit ran through the whole of his discourse, free banking,

- in his opinion, being the panacea for all our evils, After hearing the lecture

one would be inclined to thiuk) that our ouly object in life ;was the pro- -
duoction of merchandise at the leheapest possible rate. The lecturer said
that free competitionn would bring out the best in mankind, and that with

a free currency trade would be so stimulated that employers would have - .

to compete with each other for the services of the workers, thereby solving
the unemployed problem: Questivns were freely hurled at the lecturer,
aud in the.discussion that followed our comrades pointed out that so long
as masters and employees existed there could be no peace. e
The ‘'movement in London is gradually gaiuving streugth, the groupat
Deptford being -especially active, Comrades Carter, Aldred, Ray, 'a.\ud.
Aldridge having had large and attentive audiences #t tire Broadway. 'The.
sale of FrEEpoM and pamiphlets has increased, and altogether good work is

being done. " . S e ay .
- At _Plaistow and Barking Town the meetings hive been well atteulel,

n
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Lunnadaa Mowbm), Monk, (wuldnag, and others keeping the ﬂag ﬂymg,,
but owing to the gruat ntnbir of unemployed iu the neighbourhood, rha
sales of Fpeepou and pamphlets have not been very large, Any comrade
desivous of helping by speaking will be heartily welcomed.

Ouy’eomprade Guy Aldred bas been, netive' during the past”month, his
Batuaday evening meetings in Hyde Iark attracting good audten'ces
Plenl.y of opposition hias been encountered and effectivelydealt with,

- Maxscuesrer—-We of the Manchester ProgressiveeGronp have awoke to
the wecesvity of doing more active work, whieh ‘we are now better enabled
to da, Owing to the presence of nnn} new unflaclea we have held some
wery- effective meetings. Ov Saturday, October 12) Corurade Franks gave us
a splendid lecture, eutitled “ The Five Senses and the Soul.”. Being deter-
-mined that the anlwll side shall not lack, owing to a feeling that there
must be many Koghisly comrades here who merely want rofising np, we.

ihvited Comrade Despres from Liverpool, who héld a very suceessful meeting
We would like all comrades to Lal!y round us and °

suppurt us fu the fight for liberty, «quality, and fraternivy,
Our met-t.mgu are held at 57 Bmy New Road on Sl.tuu!sy and’ bunday

« nights, at 8-¢’clock. -We also niean. to hold open-air meetings in Stevenson

Square at 3 o’clock du Sun lays as long as'the weather peanmg All ave
cordially invited to [indoor jand - outdoor weebings,

sent to Bertha Isenberg,’, becletazy, 71" Choir Street, Lower Broughton,

| Mancliester, -

Liverroor.—Our group in stili vag,,umu:\» bt owing to the suspeusion of
the Voice of Labour ic has not been quite as prominent. During the past
month Kavanagh, Despres, and myself have held good meetmga at the
At one time we were brutally attacked Ly the Roman
Catholics becatise of ¢ur attitude to the Chureh, but we stood our ground
and cawme uyut trivmphant,- Auvother feature of our work is the indoor
meeting. We have rented a room in
ara given every Tuesday evening

e madu to T, H lxeell at 127 Usaulhton Stleet NAY.
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MON THLY ACKNOWLEDGMENTS [

: © {Qctalicr f;—J«% ember 8.) .
FREELOM (vuamm‘w Fund—>Mys. H, 25, K.'W. 6s., A, M. 10s,, N. £1. '
Frrenon S %scnytwns .—R. Neft 1s, B, , Heiman 2s., W, M, 8.-2s,, J, Turper

.1s, 6d., G P. Ballard Is, 6d., Mrs: W, 9d., B. Cheh ls. Gd., H. Orr 1s.
dJ. Tiedfo d 1%, Gd., R. Moore 1s 6d., G. Ronuer Is, 8.4 Al "B P.1s. 6d,

Sales af Frurnosm.—A, Bird Is.,, B, (ireenhlatt 6s., K. W 1s., 8. Carter 3s.,
D. Wormald 1s. 4d., A. Marlaw 2., D. Ma.lmger Is., Leeves 2s. 6d., E.
Lechmere 1s, 6d., Essex 2 8d., W, Underwood 1s, . 4(1 A, Foner 1s. 6d.,
B. Capes 2s., J: McAra 2. 83., —. Curry-1s. 4d.

| ‘Pampllet dnd Baok Sales.—R. ’\’eft. 28.,:B, Faitelson 2s., #* Mother Earth " £4,

All correspoudence to be -

the'ceutre: of the town, and lectures .
i)} comrades, * On October 29 Despres

B, 28, 4d., A, Pollock 1s. 3d., A, Marlaw 3s,, W, F. Isy, J. Morgan 2s. 4d.,

G, V. Aldndtre 9s. 7d., V. L. 13s, A, M. 2. 9d., .j[ bcarcermux 2s., a.

Ballard 8s., Hender sonlis « B, \Ia]mger 3s. 3d., K. W, 1s. 6d. , B, L. 1s. ﬁd.,

A. K. B. 3s. 64., B. Green!latt Gs., A. Foner lla 2d., M. S‘Fverman% 6d.
~ Lahr ls, 6d., A, E P. ls. :

“'\'OICL 0]‘ LABOUR" l‘UI\])
Iissex Gd., B, C. [B[‘lbtﬂ]} ls.,-J: 8. R. Is,, WI F, (Dundcc)]sq
C: Hoggett ls., D. 9d., P. Goodman ls. Gd S. G. 3s, 6d. Jexsoy Lill 28, 6d.,
- Harrogute Commdes -Ll C. Lewis 6d. ;

WOBKERS FRIEND CLUB AND INSTITUTE :

lhd JLB[LLL blI{}'LT \111,1: Exn, K.

.

Ch1cago Martyrs Meetmg

< - - Will be Tield at the 'Lhmfe TTnlI on ,
Sunday, November 10, at 8.30 p.m. -

S Jectured on “Tactics that Tell,” aud outlived au admirable prograwme fér
Direct "Actionists, . We have booked Jectures for "a wmouth abead, and Well-known Spedki‘lb wiil take pdxt in the pli[)CeEdlDf"S
splendid discussioys are antlclpared We are pleased tojreport that com-
rades are constantly being ivvited out to lectnre. Comrades Despres and THE BATH HDUSE 96 DEAN STREET OXFORD STREET W..
Kavanagh bhave wisited Maunchester and brought back -excellent accounts TWod lar b Q ;
of the Jewish group- there. - Despres visited Leeds on Suuday, November 3, 1 Canes a-f’ November 1 A, al §.50 pn.
uulthe invitation of the' Leeds group. ; « 4
~ This is all very enconragiug, but still the, Liverpuol grouap is far behind it T_}le_.,General Str'lke and” BlPeCt ACUOH.
* what it should be, We waut more enthusiastic comrades who really under- Co < e ! T. SPIZU0CO. -
e ——gtand the pnnclpleac:f.A.ua:c.hmt.(,ummnumm and their necessary antagonismy % . £ ' <
. to State Socialist activity. We waut. comrades to recogudse also that group Ltzlctmeiw are given at the ahove hall evmy Wed;"eqld?}’ ngnmgd
__ weetings aré things to atteRd tu, so that théy may keep in touch with Comrades-are requested to bumr them to the notice of all friends an
“the busivess travsacted. * Our ¢fHurts to get a hall for the Chicago Martyrs qympathlserq :
"=, demonstration have heen fafile, sa comrades are holding it at the Wellington - d L
Colamn on Sundzy, Nm’embtl 10, at 8 p.m. }I_entmu should be made of a Just Reprinted - -
splendid. lecture o Direct Action given by Comrade Metealf on Thursdag, :
October, 31, av a loradieh of the Shop Assistants’ Uniop. Metealf - is uue_i}:t e Anarchlsm its PhllOSOPhV and Idea'l i
our plomlamg young men, and ]udgm;; by his lectyfe-he ot oyly Ander- . B} PETER KROPOTRIN, - © 3
stands” the’ Diréct Acnon pomtmn ut is also- plepmed to hruca.te it
 stremiously. S I ’ Useful Work and Useless Toil.
: -We appeal 'to all 1 comrades and sympathisers to- support our
= mpetmga, which 8t pred) -‘hr are leld at the ('ogna Roams, (‘nnr‘)f:l‘mt}-..‘ g MOHOp'O]y’ QP\\HOW La'bour _IS RObbed' ;
iy, every lut‘nday eveuing £ at 830 p.m, '1‘ G, BEA\'AN Secreta:y i ' By Witniay Mogrms, - o
r o e ' I’:a ice 1d. each, post-free 13 .o 24 for s, 6d.
'LIBERTY OF OPINION IN FRANCE . HENDERSONS, |
{xenrgeq (,lemeuce.m the. Llnneceqaaty is still going on io Frauvce, In ' OO T
“awaiting the happy time w hén the conscions workers will rise in a general ﬂ{' ("H\&RI\G CROSS ROAD, LOXDONX, - Ww.C,
xevolt throughout the world, the: Reign of Terror continues héve just as © o .. Alsout 18a PATERNOSTER Rovw, E.C.,
" before, and .becomes an ever-incrensing menace to our dearest liberties, FOI‘ Revolutlonary theratupe,
Heavy sentences have been pronouuced against nine courageous boys
who raised their voices against the bourgeoisie just after the slaughter of - .Soclahsh Labour; Rationalist,-and all Advaneed
worzerg at Raon PEtape, “Agamst, strength be at; ong ! ” they had wyitten, Thought -Books a,n{i Periodicals.
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