9

' _deceptive notions, and are convineed. , that “improvements,
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- .examination of historical events and of their clear interpretation. We
_may say that it is the result of a whole céntury of conflict between the’

- recruited and trained. to be a
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DErizirioNn or TrapE Unrrtonism., - o

Of late the term ¢ Trade Unionismr” has. a more far-reaching
meaning than it used-to have.' "The term
“ members of a Trade Union organisation.” | Besides this nebulous and
colourless defi nition, which, by stretching a point, might bEPlabel for

. " Yellow” as well as for “ Red ” Trade Unions, the term has "acquired

a new and very precise meaning.
The term «
the impulsive- power of cohscious workeis tow

. ! ards progiess. The
workers whoe invoke this epithet hu

ve thrown aside nnsound and
he they

‘partial or extremne, can only result from popular force and will.. Oun

the ruins of their fm'mer.shéeplilge hopes and superstitious beliefs in -

miracles to Le expected from State Providence ns well as from Divine |
- Providence, they have elaborated a healthy, tru

Iy human-doctrine whose
asis is explained and proved by social phenomena. .- '

~ - The Trade Unionist is evidently a partisan of grouping workers by

means of Trade Unions, only e does not couceive a Tiade Unjon s an

agent for narrowing his: horizon’ to such a point that his spheve of

‘action is restricted to daily debates -and wrangles with his employers -

and althofigh at present he strives to get minor grievances redressed,
‘he never puts aside the evils arisin
workers. Neither
politicians do, an““ elementary gschool ,of Socialism,” ‘where men are
_ : ggressive fighters in a cause they consider
efficacions—the conquest of Governmental Power. '
", For the Trade Unionist, the Trade Union is a perfect combination
answering to all needs, to all aspirativns, and therefore sufficient for all
purposes. It is an association conceived by “reformers” affgrding
opportunity for daily conflict with employers; for improvements, and
for-settling miihor claims. PR ) o
But it is not only-this; it is a combination ca%-’a,_lg}e of bringing
about the expropriation’of ‘Capital and- the reorganisation of society,
‘which some Socialists, who are deceived by their ‘corfidence in‘the
“State,” believe will be’ brought about by the ‘seizure . of political
power. S it ¥ - o by L "'\-z,__- o
- Therefore; for the Trade Unionist  the Trade Union is not a
- transient association, only suited to the needs of the hour, and whose
- usefulness could not be conceived apart from its present surroundings.
For him the Trade Unjon is an initial and essential combination'; it
should arise spontaneonsly, independently of all preconceived theories,
and develop in any sulroundings. _ ‘L Lt
~ In fagtiwhat more reasonable. than for the exploited of the same
- trade to come together, t6 "agree to unite in defence of common

advantages that are to be gained i mmediately 2

- r

On the other:hand, supposing: society 40 have' been annihilated and

a Communist or any other society to have -blossomed forth on its ruins,
1t is evident that in these circumstances, in these new surroundings,
the need of associations, bringing men employed. in identical or similar
‘work and duties in contact with one another, will be most urgent.

. Thus the Trade” Union, the. corporate body, appears to be the

organic cell of all. society.

employer. In the future it will be the base on which normal
will be-built, when freed from exploitation and oppression.

———

TiE WorkING-OLass BATTLES OF THE 191m CENTURY.
xesult of a hypothetical system sprung ' from' some brain and not
justified - by practical tests; on the contrary, it proceeds from the

working classes and the middle classes. .- i -

During the whole of the nineteenth century the proletariat strove

- to.separate its movement from that of the purely political action of

middle-class parties. 'This' was indeedn great effort, for the middle
- class wanting to govern without hindrance, the assent or indifference

-.o-Of the’ proletaridt.was necessary, and politicians exerted themselves, not
1~ only to fight and 'massaeré “proletarians when they * rose against their

e
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exploiters, but also to make them tractable by a sham ediention,

designed to turn them from the examination of economi¢ questious, and

- to cause their-eve) gy to drift towards thie deceptive hope of demoer acy.

i

We cannot make it too elenr that the autonomons working-elass

movement has been, and is «till, obstructed by all the forees of - -

- obscurantism and reaction, and also by the démoci atic forces that are,

continues ' to qualify .

Tradé Unionism ” has become a cguiprehensive tern :

g from the exploitation of the . .
does he conceive the Trade Union to be, as some

‘the working classes of their right to form :

.

arbibr:0ry mensures, apd savage repiisals,

but under new aud hypgeritical disguires, the “coutinnation of old
societies imwhich a handful of pavusites are maiutwined in plenty by

the forced labour of plebsians

The middle - classes, throngh the State, vliose furetion; indepen-

dently of its form, consists in protecting enpitalist privileges, have -
.applied themselves to stifling: and deviating working-cluss aspirntions.

Thus, during attémpts af emancipation proletavians have been cotn-
ans, g e g I prole .

pelled to realise that the Goveruments they were subjected to were all

alike, no matter by what name they were labelled. They passed from

one rule to another without deiiving any result from change of scenery, .

mentioned by history as of grent importanée. Al Governments treated

them wit)) anifno.wibyl and ill-wili, . When they obtained from their
_rulers a mitigation of their wretched fate, they owed it, not to feelings
of justice or pity, but to the wholesome fearr they were able to inspiro,

To Governwent initiative they ave indebted for Draconian legislation,
~Antagonism between the State and the working classes predominatés
the whole of the nineteenth centiry. We see it most plainly when we

obgerve that Govertiments, by .way of throwing their enemies a bone to

gnaw, have readily conceded” ptlitical rvights tothe people, while tliey
have shown themselves intractable as far as regards economic liberties, -

In the latter case they have only given way to populav-pressire. =

This-difference of behaviour on the part of. the rulers is easily
explairied. Recognition of political. vights to the people does the
Governments no bharm, as these. baubles do not imperil the principle of

Authority and do not Gndermine the proletarian base of society,

It is another story when economic liberties ave in question. 'I'hese
ave'of ieal advautage to ,the people, and can only be acquired at th~:
expense of the privileged, Tt is therefore evideut that the State, th.

upholder of Cupitalism, refuses to the last to grant a pm‘liqle of

economic improvement, " .

The demonstration 6f ‘this permanent conflict of the working class
with the State would lead us into writing a maryiology of the prole-
tariat. To prove the truth and coustaricy of this aptagonism s few
historical landmarks will suffice. . - ‘ ‘

" Less than two- years after the taking of the Bastille (Juri'e,.- 1791)~~.~d.--.._

the bourgeoisie, by its mouthpiece, the Coustituent Assembly; despoiled

had just obtained by revolutionary means. : .

The-workers believed the Revolufion to be the dawn of economic

freedom. They thought that burning the gates of Paris where town-

dues were collected (Juné 12, 1789) would- destroy- all barviers. Let

‘us add that two, days after the bmning of the gates of Paris, the

astille was taken by assault, not because it{wus a political  prison, but
because it was « danger to rebellious ]E’m'f.',-;','.[ﬂs was the Mont Valérien’
; LI i \ )

Workers taken in by the euthusiastic strains of pamphleteers

=

thought themselves freed from the trammels of the ancient régime, and -
~ began to come to an understanding with, one another and to group ..
themselves in order to vesist explortation. - They formulated precise

~ claimis. The bourgeoisie’ svon proved‘to thein that the Revolution was

: i At present, for the Trade Unionist the -
" Trade Uunion is an organism .of conflict and claim  of worker against -

society "

The ‘conception of.the forerunners of Trade Unionism is not the, |

tious of agricultural Inbourers illegal.

ouly political angd not economic.” It elnborated repressi ve laws, and as the
workers. lacked knowledge and experience, as their agitation ‘was cofi-
fused and still incoherent, it was not hard for the Government to check
this movement. - v : ' »
. We should be mistaben it supposing that the “ Chapelier” law was

_expedient, and that those who-voted-for-it-ignored its -effect-on soeial-

life. To miake us swallow this funciful interpretation, we are told that
Revolutionists of that period raised no protest against it.. Their silence
only shows thut they ignored the social aspect of the Revolution they

took part'in, aud that they were only pure Democrats. Moreover there -
Is nothing astouishing in their great want: of foresight, as even to-day -
we see men pretending to be Sociulists who are also merely simple -
- Penltoerats. ' 5 ' '

As a proof that the Parljan;isn_’qq,liarns of 1791 knew what they were
about, some s months later, in September, 1791, the' Constituent
Assembly stregthened the Chapelier law prohibiting. combinations
among industiial workers, by, enacting “another law thatanade associa-
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' The Constituent wus 1ot the only ‘Agsembly that nanifested its
hatred of the wor ng ‘classes. Al Agsembligd¥ thut followed strove to
tighten- the bonds en&-l.wmg the worker to hi§ employer, Morve than
this, seeing that passing laws trying to make it impossible for workmen
to diseuss and defend their interests was insufficient, bourgeois Assem-"

~ blies contrived to aggravate: the whetched pesition 05 proletarians by

¥

- putting thiem under absolute police control.
i The Convention did not prove more a}mpathetlp to the working’
classes. 1n the month of Nivise of the year L. it legislated * n"amﬂt
--(,enlmon of workmen, employed in diffevent trades, who, by wntmg or
by emissavies, incite to the cessation of work " This belmwom of the
Convention, the revolutionarism of which meéts with so much praise,
. clem ly proves that political opinions hqve not.ltmg to do with economic
|“interests, - A-still better pioof is, that in-spite of changes in govern-
menta) forms, starting from’the Democracy of the Convention, the
Autoeracy of Napoleon I., the Monarchy- of Charles X., to the: Consti-
tutionalism of Lomk-Phrhppe, never were the sevenby of bhe Im\s
aguins wor kmen mitigated.

Under the Consulate, in the yeav ,XI( 1893), a new link to the

- sla.vea chain was forged—the (‘ertificate Book, which made the working
men 'a class of specially registered 1|adtwduu!s Then, with their vile

and crafty legal procedure, and their l'm} ers who elaborated the (Clode .

we still sufferfrom, rulers tied down snd m\éged the proleturiat so well
~,that Louis X VIII. and (,halleb X, hen\y) this bnwage, did not need -
tohrerense it.
Nevertheless, in spite of severe }egislat,ne }uohlbxtlons, the won]-.els
came to an undenstnndmg, grouped themselves under mild forms, sucl,
lmltlmlme% and constitutéd embryo I'rade Unions for orgnnising

ot

resisiance.
multiplied; and the ZLileral Government of Louis-Philippe inflicted
greater penalties against associations (1834): <But the impetus bad
| been given! “Phis 1euude%euce of Jegal severity did mnot-stay-the
ymovement of the workers.
‘ mult-:pTlGLl aud  were tol]owed by a period of growing agitation and
numerous slrikes.

= The Revoluvion of 1b~1b was the wsult of this movement. A pw

 of thie ecunowmic xcope of this Revolution is that economic questions toof{

-1~ Prov isional Government. i
- In the first hours of the Revolutlon the fr lghtened middle, classes
nd to save Uypitalism were disposed

precedence of all. othiers, Unfortunately, the corporate groups needed
experience. The wibuy workers . ignored the pensants, anid wice versd.
Thus in 1848 the pe.wants did not stir, not“understanding the;working-
class movement ; likewise in 1852 the town ﬁlkexs understood: 110t.h1pg
of the'peasants’ attempt at an insurrection, Tn spite of these failures,
and there were many others, all improvements obtained -were' due to.
evcn king-class ener gy. Itwasthe will of the workers that was expressed

n the Ltr\embom g Commission and was Ieﬂully registered by the

.,
v T

showed themselves conciliatory,
to. sncrifice & few frifling pr 111]9395 They were, bowever, soon,
reassured, by the inoculation of the people with political virus—universal
suihatre-—nas mhuch as by inconstandy on the patt of the corporate
“orgunisations, and theix ferocity became as great as had been their fear.
The massacres of June, 1848, were for the mlddle ¢lasses a first instal-
ment of satisfaction. Soon after, in 1849, the 1eplesenbamves of the
people, proving ‘themselves 1v.lmpiy the 1epresentatlves of the middle.
classes, legislated against . associntions. ‘They were prohibited, and
their members subjected to penalties decreed in the law of 1810. .

As: the reaction of Louis Philippe f&l|ed to check the wor king-class -
movement, so did-the Republican and the Napoleonic Governments fail.
Without txoubhng themselves about the fbrm of government, or with
“the prohibition to combiile, the corporate groups continued to develop
in nunbers and in strength, so much so that by their pressure on public
authorities they wrung from ‘the -Government Jegal sanction for the
ameliorations and - liberties they had forctbly acquired, thanks to bhen
revolutionar y vigour, -~

[¢ was by what we now call d7rect actww that the r:ghb of combina-
tion was wrung fron Caésarisin in 1864. = T'he workers- of all associations'

© Thecombinations grew to such an extent. that strikes

‘In spite of the law, the Nociétés de Lésistance

grotiped themselves, combined and went on strike without taking the

Jenstheed of the law. Beyond all others, the printers distinguished
themselves by their revelutionary character, and in Paris (1862) one of
their. strikes was the determining ev ent that brought about the
recognitiou of the vight to combine. The. Government, blind ‘like all
. others, thought to kill the agitation by striking a great blow. ~Whole-

* sule arrests took place. All the members of the strike committee were "

“imprisoned, as well as the most active among the strikers.

This arbitrar y abuse of power, far from terrotising, ovelexclbed
public opiniot, andsuch a eurrent of indignation resulted-—tierefrom
{hat the Gofernment was compelled to capitulate nnd to reedguise the
workers” right to.combination.
arithont, 1t would be- difficult to ascribe this success to- Socinlist’
.Députies, for thie excellent reason that there wete hone in Parliament.

'The conguest of the right.to ‘conibine so- stiibited Trade Union

. organisation, it grew o rapidly frr es:'ét.llﬁe, that'tlié Staté was compelled
‘In 1863 Ttnde Unpiori Nberty-was |

~tu pun n goud fuce on u bad matter.
- yecognised by an Tmiperial. civcnlat, which said: ¢ As to the brganisation
-l \unkm" class Associutions, the Atlmmi'ht;mtmn must leave to those
inter eted in them full l?bent.)

M(am\hllo the Dntéramtionnl Asgdciation . of W'mkem dehhiﬂive!y
cuu»tlbutcd in 1864, nfter several- éilhe‘t“ fruitless attémpts, shed its
yays ot Westerti Burope ang opened *up’ new horizons to the wml.ngu
clitss, hovizwus that were Lo Uy oba( uwd by the gleat crisis'of 18:1

t T,

This was -due only to pressure firom

En ghud

the gold gluttony of the lice of commerce.
‘tl"lltOlS and sveophants thus :— .. : 2

‘Leno, a young printer and- poet of Uxbridge.

Let us-now stop so as not to be lured on 0o far by this. retl ospective
summary, and let us difaw logical conclusions;from it.
From the. lm;dmmkq of histor y that we hae,\'e mentioned, it follows

‘that at the dawn 'of the present'régime, in 179%sthe Govemment as .

defender of the privileges of the mlddle classes, demed and refused all
economic vights to working men, and ground them down till they were

* like partivles of dust, having ho cohesion-one: \\1th anothel, so thab

they were at the mercy of exploitation. .. :

Later on the workers émerged from chaos, in which the middle class
would like to keep them.. ’I‘hei grouped. themselves on economic
ground, apart fron: any politics, e Government, whatever name it is
labelled with, tries,fo, mrest the proletarian movement, and not
succeeding, maket: up its ‘mind to sanction the i hnproverhents or libertied
obtained by the workers. The most salient point in all these agitations
and these. spcial shocks is that exploited and, exploiters, wover’norﬂ and
goveined, have inter ests, not only distinct, hut opposed ; and that tH&ve

18 between them a class mqr in the true’'sense of the term,-

In the short swmmary given we see” the dvift of the Trade UTuion
movement, untmmmelled by Pmlmmeutﬂ} cont,amlna,tlon, and the
wisdom of working men'’s associations on so 1d ecnnomlc ground, w hich
is the base 6f all true progress. *

€7 - (7o he cmimmecl m owr nert msue)
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THE LAST POET OF ACTION DEAD

Ger ’l]d “\Iassex at fnmsccue years of age died at Norw ood in -
his cottage Liome.  Ile, the'son of a canal hargeman, at six years .
of age had to Lielp win food for the family, and devil's wages— '
rent—for the landlord. His earnings of 9d. a week: in a silk
factory at 'Pring were cut short, by the.mill heing burnt down ;
he, with others of the child-killer's victims—as the factory hands.

nd their employer were truly ‘ter med—danced with delight .

_}\llen they saw tlie cause of their misery burned to the ground.

In those ans, from 1840 to 1850, there was Vlf‘ﬂlh in the ’
toilers to aspire’ to everthrow ‘the cause of their misery in '
Butinsidions Iiberals stepped forward-with pledges, -
promises, and patrondge to- the servile. The self-tauuht'bhildé -
workman had thé mauliness 1to spurn the temptation to bow to
lIe 1ephecl to
“ Smitten stones will talk with ﬁe1 y tongues

The worm, when trodden, will turn ;
But.Cowards ! youn cringe to the cruellest wrongs,
And answer with never a’spurn.
- Then torture, O "l'yrants, the spmtless dlove,
Old Edgland's'helots will bear; % '
" .There’s no hell in their hatred, no God in their love,
. Nor shame in their death’s despaxr |
For our fathers are prmmg for paupers’ pay, -
Our mothers with Death s kiss are white, "
Our sons are the rich man’s serfs by day,
0u1 dfmcrhters his slaves by mght

.

Oh ! hut de'a.t.h for deaI‘h; 'and' 1ife 'for_ llife !
It were better to fake and give,
* With hand to throat, and knife to kmfe,
" Than die out, as thousands live.” ™~ o
Suehrdaring rev olutionist as (ierald M‘ISSG) drew to himself
a host of friends, also the harpies of the Liberals in power;, but
they' could not plant .any ¢onspiracy. or plot upon him ¥R
they did on a fellow-poet, Ernest Jones, a ‘young barrister of.
London, awwho they nupncsoned for two years, inflicting such’
rigorvus cruelty that it undermined his robuqt health; and cut.'
short a career of promise. -
Before 'Gerald Massey was twentv vears- of age he had
attained ~ fame the Press-~*{reer, then. than now-—cordially .-
acknowledged. He was fortunate in meeting with John Bedford'
Together they
During -its.

\,

started the Spirit of I'reedom, a weekly new spaper.

‘short existence it kindled many friendships by the force ef ifs.

glowing articles and trenchant verse.

Before he: was twenty-three years old Te pubhqhed d volume
of his. poems and lyrics; which at once proclaimed him to be one:
of England’s grand lyric geniuses. His poetry of love dimmed the-

polished lustre of the Laureate’s by its purity, truth, and elegance. -

The cause of Italian freedom won'him as an enthusiastic
champion. “Conimereialism helped to. quench’ its hght in 1tq _
owan-blood, lingland aiding the erime.

Historic researcliwas the direction of his gem us. ! Ben'lnmn gs”,
and * \ﬂt:u.ﬂ (ienesis " were notablé volumeés of p‘rﬂfoﬂnd
erndition ; 1ike his verse, ahead of his time’; but they exist“for
the futum. He lived to complete his great work on Africd, the-
ciudle nf the human race, and its rooord-home, Egvpt.
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- Anarchism.

]

w  Anarchism is a thegry of human development which lays no
less stress than Col leoeﬁvilsm upon the economic orinaterialistic
agpect of social relations; but, whilst granting that the imme-

- dinte cause, of existing evils is economic, Anarchists believe
that the solution of the social ‘problem can only be wrought out
from the equal eonsideration of the whole of the experience at

.our command, individpal as well as social, internal as well as .
extérnali.. Life in common has developed social ingtinet in two -

conflicting dirfctions, and . the history.of our .experience -n

thought .and action is the record of th®s strife within each .

individual, and its reflection within each society. ' One tendency
- 1s towards domination ; in other words, towards the assertion of
the lesser, sensuous self ag against the similar self in others,
( without seeing that, by this attitude, true individuality im-
' poverishes, empties and reduces itself to nonentity. The other
~tendency is towards equal brotherhood,.or to the self-atfirmation
and fulfilment of the greater and only trué and human self,
- which includes all nature, and thus dissolves the illusion. of
mere atomile individualism. : :

Anarchism -is thé conscious recognition that the first of
these tendencies is, and has always been, fatal to real social®

_union, whether the coercion it implies be justified on the plea
“of superior strengthe or superior wisdom, of ' divine. right or
_necessiby, of utility or éxpedience ; whether it takes the form of
. force.or fraud,Of €xacted couforwmity to an arbitrary legal

. System or an. arbitrary ethical standard, of open robbery or

= leg'a.l appropriation of the univéisal birthright of land and the ' scientific observation of socinl’ phenomena.

fruits of social labour., To compromise with this tendeney is t4
prefer the narrower to the wider expediency, and to delay the
possibility of that moral developuieut which alone can make/the
- 1udividual one in ifeeh'ﬁg with his fellows, and arganic soéiety,
as we are beginning to conceive of it, a realisable ideal.
. The leading manifestations of this obstructive tendency at
~the present moment are Property, or the dominafion
things, the “denial of the claim of others to theiy use; and
Authority, the government of man.Uy wan, embodied in majority
wrule; that theory of representation which, whilst aAdmigting the
_claiw iof the individual ‘to self-guidance; rendeys him the slav
of the simulacipm that now stands for society./ -~ . :
« " T'herefore; tlie firstaim of Anarchism is t¢ assert and make
good the dignity of the'individual human béing, by his deliver-
ance from every description of arbitrary Aestraint—economie,
‘political and social; and, by so doing, Ao make  apparent in
 their true force the real- social bonds which already knit men
together, and, unrecognised, are ~th¢' actual basis of such
" common life as we possess. . The meads of doing this rest with
-each man’s conscience -and his oppgrtunities. Until it is done
- any definite -proposals for -the redrganisation of society are
absurd.” It is'only possible to dras
as to the probable wourse of sécial reconstructidh from the
- observation of growing tendengies. . - h
Anarchists believe the eyisting organisation of the State
‘only nécessary -in -the interést of monopoly, and ‘they aim at
the simultaneous:overthro

look rather for voluntary. productive and distributive associa-
tions using a common. capital, loosely federated trade and

district communities practising . eventually complete free .,

Commubism in production  and  consumption. They believe
that‘in an industrial ‘gommunity in which wealth is neces-
sarily a social, not an individual product, the only claims which

‘any individual can fairly put. forward to a share in such wealthw

are : firstly, that he needs it ; secondly, that he has contributed
towards it to the best of his ability; thirdly (as' regards any

special article), that he has thrown so much of his own -
personality into its creation that he can best utilise it.

‘When this conceptign of the relation ‘between wealth>and the
individual has been fallowed to supersede the idea now upheld
by force, that the igherent advantage of possessing wealth is to
- prevent. others:{rom/ using it, each worker will.be entirely free
to do.as nature pybmpts, i.e., throw his whole soul into the
labour he has chos K '
of:-his 1utensest*gurpose and desire. Under such couditions
only lubour. becomes pleasure and “its produce a work-of art.

* But -all coercive' organisation working ; with machine-like -
It has never -

regularity is fatal to the rcalisation: of this idea.
proved possible to perfectly free human beings to co-operateé
spontaneously- with the precision of machines. 'Spontaneity, or
artificial order .and  symmetry must be sacrificed. And as

o |
. ",

- ¢
']

- formulas for social conditions as y

‘and physical developner
“scientifically and wmor
" meut and - En'gl'ove'd

- it 1s enough

“and socigl : _
.adiminigtered by organised violence. Indedd, when arbitrary

vver.

- out & very general theory .

of both monopoly and State. They - Pailliatives was nc J U8B:E ;
. hold the centralised: “ administration Q.f’-ll!‘l{)idgctive processes ”-i . 'plet aboljtion of the. capitalist systems woyld be of -any value,
mere éfléction of "the present wmiddle-class government by

representation'upon the vague conception of the future. They

,and make it the spontaneous expression _Dewly:fledg

L4 /

-+ spontaneity is life, and the order and sym:‘numfy of any given

epoch only thé forms in whick life temporarily clothes itsclf,
Anarchists havé no fears that in discarding the Collecti vist,

dream of the scientificregulation of*indpdtry, and in vensing .no

neglecting the essential'for the visionaly. . :
The hike reasoning is applicable fo the moral aspect of social .
relations.  Crime as we” know ifis a symptom. of the strain
upon human {el'lnws{jip 1avolvedAd the false and artificial social’
arrangements which are enfofced by authority, and its main
cause and sanction will gdsappear with the destruction of
monopoly and-the State. ¢rime resulting from defective mental
can surcly be dealt with both more
“humanely, by fratcrial medical “treat-
1 ‘ducation, shan by brate -force, however
elaborated and disguised. ¢ el e i |
As for the expyession of the'common life of the community,
and the practical persuasion and assistance: desirable to. raise
thosé who have/lagged behind the average of moral development,
) note ‘the marvellous growth of public opinion
since the epfancipation of platform’ and ‘press to becowe aware
that no arpificial machinery iy needful to enforee’ social verdiess
¢niles of nduct without the aid of written laws

restrajuts are removed, this form of .the rvule of nuiversal -
medjocrity is, and has always been, a evious danger to individual

fregdomn; but as it is a natural, not an artificial result of lite - ,

1. commoun,
ulture. £ - : . .
Avarchism is pot a Utopia, but a’faith Dased upon the’

16 can ouly Dbe counteracted by broader moral

s

vidualist revolt agaiust authnrity, handed down o us.through
Radicalism and the philosophy of Herbert Spencer, and the
Socialist revolt agaivst private ownbership’ of the eans of
production, which is the fonndation of Collectivism, find their

commnon issue. 16 1s amoral and intellectual protest against -

the unreality of a. soviety which, as Bmerson says, “is every-:
where in cougpiracy against the inauvhood of every one of its

bring about a revolution in every departwent of human exist-
ence, social, ‘political and economic. Every man owes. it to

- himself and’ to his tellows to be free.—C. M. WIPSO}.‘I, i W hat™

CSoclalism 18,7 Vabian Tract No, 4 (1556). .

. CHICAGO MARTYRS' MEETING. * &

A *.Gbisasg@,ﬁléiﬁré_. meeting wis held at the Communist Glub,

‘Charlotte Street, W., on Tuesday, November  [2th, and was iwell

attended. Owing to being insufficiently advertised, many of our com-

. rades were absent, but plenty of fresh faces were to be seen; which is =~

something to. be thankful for. A. Ray opened the meeting in a short”
speech, and was followed by Guy Aldred,"who said that while the 11th
of November was always set apart as a special day in our revolutionary
calendar, still if we searched history we would find that every duy in
the year was marked by some bloodthirsty’ deed. on the part of the
oppressors, The cluss war is a blood feud, and trying to modify it by
alliatives was not only useless but reactiohary. Nothing but a com-

-

R. Rocker, who spoke in German, roused to enthusiasm “all those

fortunate ehough to understand that language.

Comrade Wilquet also spoke for a few ‘minutes,'and then John

Turner gave aninteresting speech on the principal chuacters in the

tragedy, pointing out that those "FeOple who stood up for onr comrades

would alwiys. be. remembered, while those who, for political- reasons,.
refused tq,speak out never obtained the political favours they sdught,
but received instead thé contempt they deserved for their cowardica..-...

The sale of literature during the ' evening was very satisfactory, -~

Collection 11s. 13d. .-

i,

. :’“7:%f§ﬂnfs-“'t‘h’° Ideal -Qpiﬁ'muxjists;

It would perhaps be pushing metaphors to an unwarranted extreme
to speak of * dignity of labour” in counection with the oceupations of
ants. But if by thie phrase we'mean that labour is the honoirable lot
of all citizens, and thaf all labours of whatever sort sre upou the same
level of “réSpectability, then we ight venture to apply the saying even
to the labours of an ant-hill. For therein all are workers, from the
5 callow to the veteran of a seécond supmer. .

"Theein - is 16 taboo upon “hand toil.”. All forms thereof are
equally creditable. We are reminde] of the simpler state.of society in

the pioneer days of ‘the United States and Canada-and the British
‘Colonies.» Iudéed, it is the natural social order of human commbnities,
. until great possessions, earned and inherited, or usurped, created a
favoured class. ~ Surely thiy is an .ideal vepublic—no idleis, no ramps,

ol

no citizen-parasités, no misers,,no spendthrifts, no paupers ! .
' —Henvy C. McCook, in Hurpi'# for Mag.

-

In 1t the indi-- .

" unrealised,, theyﬁfﬂlﬁ._{

~members.”. lts oue purpose is. by- direct personal-action to ' .

b

b
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* guatd public morals in connection therdwith. A :
" been made over the fact that this individual has recently

. took the risk qnite cheerfully, and up’
seems to be-uny the worse. . Waste,” the title of the play,

X " @& The Editors are not neqes.sarily in agreement ' with signed articles.

" art existing at the present mome
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FABIANISM IN EXCELSIS,

- ‘

- One of the most grotesque

things &one in -thé Socialist

movement for many years is thé manifesto those top-hatted,

frock-coated gentry of Fabianismi have issued anent the “ séttle-

qent ” of the threatened railway strike. To form a precise idea -
‘of what these mighty people imagine themselves to be in their
. own_estimation would make an interesting study in psychology.
As Byron said of Southey, they evidently think -peeple have
. s.been talking of them, * for they laughed consumedly.” . -

However, thesukase has gone forth. .. _ PR
‘Railway men must never again think of a strike, o
It would inconvenience the publi¢ ! | '
Platelayers must not trouble about being cut to pieces.
But think of thie public ! " ¥ :
Shunters are not to grumble at being ciushed to death,
It is for the welfare of the public !
Drivers must not hesitate to face death in collisions.
P’ublic convenience demands 1t ! Y
Don’t aiiy of you complain of low wages and long hows. -
v Prust to Lloyd=(Jeorge and the directors. - - g
- The Fabians approve it '
- Theirs not to reason why.* - "~
Theirs not to make reply.
Theirs but to do as the Fabians say,

Y

S—

Aspme! o = vt

Apt axp OFFICIALISM, | s
"It is a doubtful question whether there really is any dramatic
in England ; but howeyer

that miay be, there is at. any rate an Iﬂgial, person appointed to

“ censored ” -a play net deemed suitable for public performance.
Thereupon. the author gave.it privately—which means that you

" snight run the risk of having your morals corrupted if you

were invited to do so free of chatge. Al number of persons
T up to the present no one

. geems to- have been an .attempt to’ deal with some sordid

prejudices. . . -

aspects of social life whioh officialisn would like us to suppose

do not exist. Possibly the play had some -moral, but-only-the - -
.« official mind is capable of deciding upon that.
ever, the public will have uothing but the trash’they get so lopg

g o

It 1s clear, how-

as they consent to.be- the babies they are, fed on tl
officialism thinks good for them. Cértainly; the empty-heads

‘who can sit out the demoralising rubbish officialism permats
them to indulge in would be all the better if their dull minds .

were shocked somewhat by a serious play that attacked their

3

" TOo ALL COMRADES.

Al comrades and friends intevested in:the Anarchist propa-
ganda are informed. that a meeting will be held on T'uesday, next,

' December 10, at*17 Pitt Street; Charlotte Ntreet, W. (uear the

Scala Theatre): Business: The advisability of .réstarting ' the
Voite of Labour, and' the Revolitionaiy propaganda generally.
Commehee at 8.30 pan.  Suggestions and offers of assistance

are-ligartily invited from comrades in.the provinces or otherwise
unable to attend., All conimusications should be addressed to,
. Voice of Labour, 127 .Ossulston Street, London, NJW.

N L . =
' v . C i
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great stir héds -~ .

December, .1907.

L

~. ' CRIME AND LEGISLATION.

At.the London mag-istrates’ din;ler held on December 3, the™

Home Secretary .(Mr. Gladstone), speaking of new legislation
as regards )
“They were not idlers at the Home Office, and if they were
given a little more time—although ‘this was a delicate subject—
(vaveHTER)—he Hhoped they would be able to deal with the
question satisfactorily.” -Now is not this an «difying spectacle
for those who believe in the State and legality for the treatment
of our social ills ?." Stripped of the glamour of the Press, it

e treatment of habitual and ‘child criminals, said :

amounts  to ‘this : That a set of men who have the power of -

inflicting punishment and lifelong disgrace on tens of thonsands

of unfortunate victims of the present system—including all the

unhappy little waifs and strays who come before them, and
"whose misery and misfortune is one of society’s greatest crimes—
whilst listening to the heaven-born wisdom of a Cabinet Minister,
break into hrutal laughter at the suggestion that.this question is
a delicate subject. It will he observed that the gentlemen who

‘administer the law against the little outcasts were dining at the
'time, and dining substantially. They were, perfectly well aware -

that whilst filling their own bellies there existed around them a

mass of starving misery that baffles the imagination to fully
congeive ; they knew that ure as fate next morning some of this

S

misery would be before them to receive sentence; they quite
well‘understood that the subject before them was of most serious,
import. And yet at the suggestion of -treating it delicately—"

whatever that may mean to a politician—they shake with
langhter:
It must

1

decade. The result of this has heen that il? some directions

~attempts have been made to modify the brutal treatment of

“phisoners, and in -évery ¢ase where' enlightenment has. had.its
say the results Lave been most encouraging. Needless to say,

the people who joke over this question have mostly opposed

‘these reforms:  They are paid officials ; they represent the State
and its fossilised laws ; they are all for the “ system.”

The responsibility and culpability of these people is enormous.
1On every hand they stand in the way’ of social progress, en=
lightened development, . and humanitarian’ science. And yet
great jubilation is manifested in some quarters when a workin
man, created a J.P., is sent to share in this work of privilege an

stupidity. It is bad enough that working men should be sent to.
_be corrupted” and lost in Parliament, but that they -should- be
sent to sit in judgment and to pronounce sentence on their

fellow-workers is a scandal that will bear bitter fruit in the
fature. . O o T e

y

. BooK NoTES.

L Publication Socials. Recueil Bibliographique Historique de tous

Documents relatifs au Mouvement Soeial en France et 4 I'Etranger. -

- 46 RueLMm;;siEm&]'e'-Pripce,-Paris.J _
~For a subseription of 2s. per annum comrades who read French can
veceive monthly this -excellent publication, which gives lists of ‘works
on sogdial subjects that cannot be found elsewhere. Its utility is

beyond all question, and we should like to seea similar catalogue issued -

. . l

of English works.’

{ T T Books, dcl, Received, T .
Antipatriotismo. By Gustave Hervé (in Esperanto). 15c. Paris. = -
La Internacio (The Luternational) (in Esperanto). 10c. 45 Rue “de
- Saintouge, Paris, TTI. v ‘o

A narchistickd Mordlka. By P. Kropotkin,
" Listy,” 357 East Seventy-second Street.
Almanach de lu Révolution (Illustré) powr 1908.  30c.
" Sociale, 46 Mousieur-le-Prince, Paris, ~ '
Piginas Sindicalistas. By Bartolomé Bosio. Buenos Aires: Solis 924,
T'he Truth about the Lords : Fifty Yearsof owr New Nobility : 1857-1907.
By Joseph™ Clajton. 1s. net. A. C. Fifield, 44 Fleet Street, E.C.
The Possibility and Philosophy of Anarchist Commanism. By Guy A.

~be. New Y_o!rk, “ Volné

Aldred. 1d. 133 Goswell Road, London, E.C, _ '
The Religion and Economics of Nex Oppression. 3d. Same author and
address. ' :

I

' NOTICE!

Owing to Freepox having been perma,nently' enlarged: to

eight pages, thereby entailing extra postage, the price will'.be
raised nmext month to ls. 6d. per quite of 26, post-free in the

Thitéd Kingdom and (‘anada. | Price at office, 1s, 4d. *
I it . ™ ] Y

5 . . .1 . _ :

Fire k.] i

wr ' 3
| ' I']

It must be remembered that enlightened ‘public opinion has
been for mary years id favour of drastic prison Teform. Quite a.
.- literature has grown upon- this subject, almost within the last

'La Publication

———
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AND FREE LOVE.

 SOCIALISTS'

When Vietor Grayson, “ Reformer,” * Socialist,” and ** Icono-
clast,”, mades his famous speech at Colne—famous more for
‘something he'did not say than for what he did say—my heart
(being a liberty-loving one) gave-a great bound, for he was
reported. to have declared that he stood for-the abolition of alf
sex ties. L Y - .

. Have we, Iasked myself, have we really got a politician who

faces this quéstion so boldly, so fearlessly ? Is there indeéed a

man, asking for votes, who will even  discuss this tabooed

subject ? A man who dare tell .the truth ? .\ man who knows-

that nothing short of the complete abolition -of all slavery—
‘political, economic, and sexual—will ever solve the terrible
. problem of sex relations—and dares say so to all the wdrld ?

Surely, I said to myself, there .is some mistake. Iither he
has said '‘more than .he intended, or the reporters have mis-
understood him. T - T

Whether it was really a mistake or intentional misrepresenta-

“e

“tion, I cannot say ; but the next day my poor heart sunk to zero ..

. when I read in the Press that Girayson had only declared himself -
“to stand for the abolition of all sex disabilities, a very different
~ thing, Ican assure all friends who look to the Labour Party or
to the. political Socialist for the emancipation of woman and the
freedom of hoth sexes. Alvery different thing, as you may
gather from Vietor “Grayson’s article on marriage written for
London -Opinion, October 12, In this article of .his, written not
 only to deny any. personal belief in Iree Love, but to rnake it
quite clear to thé electorate that “Socialists in general are not
desirous of attacking the sacred (?) institution “of snarriage, he
- -@ven goes as far asito say that “ there is not an acknowledged:,
Socialist leader in (ireat Britain wlio advocates the abolition of’
the marriage bond.” : | |
_ Has Victor (Grayson never heard of Edward Carpenter, or'did
he forget ? - Or did he not notice in the shouting and sereaming

an

o i
of the politicians—Socialist politicians ‘of “sfch mushroom-like
growth—did he, I wonder, not notice the soft voice of one who
has not only done much to mould Socialist thought, but, has
faced this.matter 'of sex in the same fearless and honest manner
. as he faced all other evils in the present state of society. Surely
~ Carpenter might be courited a *“leader,” though he does not ask
for votes ; mot a political Teader, but certainly more reliablé as
* a teacher or leader for that very reason. | ¢
I should like toutell our friend Girayson  that he and nearly
all other Socialists ave-shirking a very important matter. ore
‘important even than sending Labour men to Parliament;-more
— important than giving women the vote, is this question of sex
relationship. Sex, I should like to'tell him, is the predominant

—exploitation and .slavery of the produciu

should enter their Syndicates. .

_ - : 4
perfection is Anarchy,” which implies freedom in all social - -
relations. Yet he ranges himself on the side of the exact
opposite, that is to say, the imperfection of a Socialism that
would, .as he expresses it, “concentrate all control in the State.”
A o ~Rep Rose.

- The Am'stérdmy Cc')'ngress. g

———a s 1

X THURSDAY, AUGUST -29th (Continuation). '
BrourcHouXx thought the two: tendencies were now clear. = He was
himself of opinion, and he was delegated by Anarchists of the opinion,
that Syndicalism "was in itself enough to break up Capitalism,
Anarchism is-a question of opinion ; Syndicalism is a party of material
interests. He wished, moreover, to point out that if we did not want
the Syndicates to support the Social Democrats, we must join and use
our influence to the fullest extent. All workers—opinions apart—
FrIEDEBERG expressed himself in favour of Syndicalism as a means -
of direct agtion. _Anarchists should enter the neutral (non-political) -
Syndicates, and where these do not exist, should set to work organising
them. . P ' L
Vonryzex considered Syndicalism only one form™of ecanomic
action. He was very doubtful of "the utility of some of. the agitations
carried on by the Syndicates. For. instance, what. was the use of
agitating for higher wdages when the cost of living automatically rises
with any increase of cost of production ? i . :
Rawmus felt that the two extremes of ithe question -had been full
represented by Monatte -and Malatesta. . The fact that Monatte;
treated the question entirely from the Syndicalist’ viewpoint proves
that there is a danger of Syndicalism absorbing and stifling Anarchism
—in France,at any rate. — ' _ ;
MoNATTE contended that the cost of living 'does not increase in
proportion to the rise of wages. He could not agree with Malatesta
us to the necessity of Anarchists refusing to take offi¢ial positions in
the Syndicates. Such positions were' a tremendoud' help in propa-
¢anda. Nor ‘was the talk of the Geéneral Strike addressed’ to the
gallery, as had been suggestgd. Syndicalists were in earnest al¥ right.
A General Strike will never be made with their hands in their pockets.
They knew it was no simple, easy matter ; but they held that life
in the Syndicates wilk give the necessary. technical training and’
organisation. : Y a "

| it

. The following resolutioﬁallwe_re then read and accepted, approxi-
mately the same amount of support being given to all three :=— * “Ftezn

N
' (a) 'Sfﬁtg‘.:\msu. I N
“The Anarchists assémbled at Amsterdam, considering—
That the present condition of soéiqg_ is characterised by the
o masses, thus causing an -

urnavoidable antagonism of interests between them: and those who .’
profit by their labour; ' . E

That the Syndicalist organisation founded on the basis of economic -

resistance and revolt, all questions of political doctring put aside, is

the specific and fundamental organ of this conflict between the

note-of all creation ; it affects everything in.life; it means joy “proletariat and the bourgeoisie and all bourgeois institutions ;

or misery ;* it means dwhrfed, lop-sided' individuals. or fully-
developed and properly poised men and ivomen ;
- affects life, it is life. And this important matter is the one upon
. whigh we aré most woefully ignorant; the one question not to be
spoken of in an open mianuer, but in whispers, or with a leer, or
a contemptuous smile ; not to be discussed frankly and fearlessly,

but jn amiysterious manner that adds morbidity to ignorance:
" This matter is so,important that mankind can never he happy .

That it is desirable for a revolutionary spirit to be infused into

it not only- this otganisition in order to guide it towards the expropriation of the

capitalists and the suppression of all authority ; | ,
" That none biat the workers themselves being .able to expropriate
and take collective possession of the instruments aond produce of ..

labour, the Syndicate will gventually transform itself into a productive

_ group, thus having in itself .the" living germ- of the society of .

to-morrow ;

Advise the corhrades in all countries, without forgetting “that

until it has looked it ‘straight in the face, seeing it to be natural  Anarchist action cannot be entirely contained within the limits of. the
and good, & blegsing, not a curse ; and never can mankind Jbﬂ--7—syn'dica.té-, to take an active part in the independent wovement of the

“happy till all barriers, all artificial and-legal ties; are hroken

working classes, and to develop inside the Syndicates .the ideas oi

between men and women, for nothing on earth should ever keép' revolt, individual initiative,and solidarity, which are the essence of .

a man and woman together but love and a mutual ‘desire for - Anarchism.”

each othér’s company, that mutual attraction for each,other
which will become more powerful in a free society. - |
This being such an important matter to every fully developed
.buman being, why are we afraid to speak of it? Why is it that
those with the most knowledge and experience are not allowed
“to *speak in one place, and are afraid to speak in another?

| (b) THE GENERAL STRIKE. _
“ TherAnarchists assembled at Amsterdam declare that the General _
Strike with Expropriation is“a remarksbie stimulus to organisation
and the spitit-of revolt when advocated as the mmhner in which the
total emancipation of the proletsriat cdn ve accomplished.
The General Strike is not-to be confounded with the political
General Strike, which idea is nothing but an attewpt of the politicians

- In another article I hope to touch upon, the-fundamental to use the General Strike for their own endS.
question that goes to the root of the whole subject—the econofnic

independence' of woman. For the present it is necessary to
point out that the majority of Socialists, partly through lack o
study and partly through lack of moral courage, are in a hope-
legsly niixed state of mind on this question, and are therefore'the

morg unable to resist the aftacks of the hypocritical enemy. As

§ ‘tion,

By the extension of strikes to whole Jocalities, districts, or trades,
the working class wmoves towards the General Strike, with Expropria-
which will mean the destruction of society as it now exists and
the expropriation of all the instruments and means of production.”

T )

_ (¢c) SYNDICALISM AND THE GENERAL STRIKE
sThe International Anarchist Congress considers the Syndicates

angexample, take the position of H. i, Wells, who has been a3 organisations fighting in the class war for the ‘amelioration of the

,mu%ﬂi
wrig
. his face over the charge of advocating free love,
on Sgeialistn and the family hesadmits that ~one’s dream. and

~

R

y handled by the Yellow Press, and who has Deen  .conditions of lsbour, and as pnions of
ling in a most equivocal mauner in his endeavonr to save help in the transform
In his book -Communist society. ~

raductive wOrktlari; Wwhich can

ation of cnpitaligt® society .into” Anarchist
5 o _

The Congress also, while admitting the eventual '_h’ecéhéit’_r‘t}l‘{!‘hﬁ

.
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formation -of si).ec'ia.l revolutionary Syndichllist gronpé, recommends the
comrades to support the general Syndicalist movement.- . '

-~ 'But the Congress congiders it the duty of Anarchists to constitute

- therevolutionaiy element in these organisations, and. to'advocate and

- support only those forms

. of society. .

of direct action which have in themselves & -
vevolutionary character, and tend in that manner to alter the conditions
The Anarchists consider the Syndicalist movement as a“powerful -
‘menans of revalution, but not as a substitite for revolution. »
. They recommend the contrades to take part in a General Strike
even if proclaimed with the ain of capturing the political power, and
to do all they possibly can to-make their Syndicates put * forward
questions of econcmic rights, ' g B TR e
The Anarchists further think that the destruction of capitalist and
authoritaflan society can tnly be realised through armed insurrection
and expropriation by force, and that the use of the General Strike and

' Syndicalist tuctics ought not to make us forget other -nyeans. of divect

action against the military power of governments.”

" FRIDAY, : AUGUST 80th. .FIFTH DAY. -_
rf’ . TR » ".LIANUE preﬁ_iding'. : et migd A :
ANTEMILITARISM. ik

- MARMANDE -thOught.' this was a subject on which' we were all

_entirely agreed, so we could briefly define our position towards the.

Ly .
- further discussion :—

.police.

general Anti-Militarist movement as Anarchists, and then take our
‘places at the Anti-Militarist Congress then opening, - Anarchiats had
beén largely instrumental in starting the agitation, and had always
recognised the value of desertion and propaganda with revolutionary '
action inside-the army. T i LA

MaparEsTA would like to point out the difference between"
Anarchists and some otlier *{&dﬁi-l‘\«[ilimrists, Somé of the latter take
simply the financial of economic viewpoint of the agitation ; .others
would like to abolish armies but not the police. g :

The foilowing resolution -was then accepted unanimously -without

i ;o A

“The Anarchists, desiring the integral &mancipation of humanity

and the absolute liberty of the in§ividual, are naturally the declared

' enemies of all armed forcz in the hands'of the State,—army, navy, or

They-urge all-comrades, according to circumstances and individual -

‘temperament, to revolt. and. refuse to scrve (either: individually or

reply to a declaratiod of war by insurrection.

« Children, . i

.ariai to quit the old Union, the daily practical lifé of which at least "

collectively), to passively and actively disobey, and to join in a military
$t‘nlce for the destruction of all the instruments of domination. > '

They express-the hope that the people of all countries affe;{:he_d‘wilg

|

They declare it to be their opinion ‘that'the Anarchists will set the
example.” = : v Bk DR S
This practically closéd .the Congress, Saturday morning -being
devoted to a private sitting. ~In the afternoon, a short discussion on a
resolution presentsd by CnapgLiEr touk. place, in which he advocated

Esperaito for Anarchist international coiniinications. » The following |

resohition was finally accepted without opposition:— = .
"« The Cougress expresses' the bope that all Anarchists will study .
the problem of au international language.” 0 ¥ %
The Coanygress theu closed with regrets tha no tiwe liad been found.
_avai]ab_e.fm- the Higcusslc‘m' of the other su'jscts on the agenda—
Alcoholism, Produgtive Associatious, and the litegral Kducation of -

p———

"fq TOBACCO WORKERS OF"EVE'RY_.‘_ coq-mi :

. Conraves,—The attempted operations of .politicians in the interiar
of the Trade Union movement in Holland have provoked discord in the
Cigarinakers’ Organisation as well as in dther organisations of ‘the
country. Among thé cigar-makers and tobacco workers the decision
was taken by all those who called themselves frankly Anti-Parliament-.

* taught that workmen’s organisations should not be the prey of incessant
“ quarrels over politics ; that we can only fight-she masters.efficiently.,

(

#he-Federation ha

‘upon economic grounds (in strikes, lockouts, boycottings, ete.) if we
bave thorough agreement among ourselves 'and do'not try to impose
" upon others, by discipline and Social Democratic intoleranc\é:, political

opinions which they themselves do not desire.,
The Federation of Cigar-makers and Tobacco Workers (male and
female) who, about two years ago, seceded from the International Union

. of Cigar-makers ind Tobacco Workers, has developed rapidly during
jits short term of existence. |

Numbering at the present 1,500 merabers
spread over 33 sectious, it—has already almost reachbed - thé numerical
strength of  the Uﬁff: which has diminished exactly in proportion &s )
‘hae’gained in adhevents. , i
It is precisely the rapid ‘growth of our méw opganisatioh which has |
chiefly contributed to the recognition that the tobacco Workers in other
countries must bave suffered just the. same experiences as ourselves,
‘T'he intolerance of politicians, who will saciifice every gfiort ab unity in
the economic struggle to their petty task of legislation, is international.,
"It deems to us certain, therefore,. that our work 'of organisation
upon & strictly economic base will nat have attained its aim unless we
Jave an International’ Union of tobaceo workers, who, with ourse'ves,

~ ¢ome to a mutual understanding

'a

stand plainly upon the revoluticizy gronud of the class struggle, firmly

resolved: not to permib wutnal wipeenbion or division by electoral cdm-
paigns and Parliamentarvy tactice ; - '

Never has the need of an -in!e hsiivial and revolutionary organisa-
tion become more appavent thar since the International Congress of
"Tobacgo Workers held in Amsteidu i i1y September, 19Q4'.

“From first to last the benefite of pwlitical action were emphatically
"tactics were“in operation there, hus revenled. itself by this: that the
delegates of the cigar-makers of lifferent countries came one after
canother-ito’ make their Social 1'emoriatic profession of faith. In
" Hplland, where Social Dethocracy ;

purely  small bourgeois " political pity, this fact alone was likely to
cause offence. But it appears wn.ux thuib our colleagues, the cigar-
makers: of other nationalities, cii’ vaver view with indifference that
_the workers (in our trade especinlly) wre affected by a' feebleness and
inertia; which disposes them to ope all lrom their deputies and, as &
last resort; from the State; iir ple of leuwrning- to have confidence in
their own powers. , !
.+ In September,

1904, however, we vet hoped—though. faintly—to
i =pite of different political opinions.
L.ve “oue method untried whereby to
World Unite I—that the Federa-
Woikers (male. and female) in

It was in this hope and not to
fulfil the saying— Workers of al. tii-
.tion of Cigar-makers and Tobuceo
Holland requested to be allied tg il
side with the Uniou® Iuvited.tc e plaiu snd justify our demand before
the Tnternational Congress, we {lcre -met with the same intolerance
from which we had just escaped. S :
©' ¢ We must take part in politi) @ vtion;” said Berner, our colleague
from Berlin, to the delegates ol 1iie: Federation:  As imen Wwe are
Social Democrats.” And it was with « certain professional pride that
he ieminded us—* Cigar-worke: - sonw (ears ago, were the' first to
follot Lassalle in fighting with all Vi 0
- conquest of Universal snﬁ‘rnge.”,' P _ ;
" “I'his is, undoubtedly, very fin:. iyt Lussalle lived fifty years agd, and
during that Ralf-century we-hate™st feat.

._expl'oifa1tiou as in those where th¢ ~1itinge is more or less restricted.
Ave we then, after had a century, ~« e hued by the same electoral.
phirases, and ~hull we becauxe of #lveiireding interests, permit that
our vevolutionary Aetion be paval el ¢ “ : :

'

international organisation side by’

«ower and. before all for-the

upbeld at this congress. And the fuct that certain very distinctyparty .

degonerates more and more into &

Comrades, &6 the Iuternation.d ngress of Septembe_rri 904;;{;*1:_59 ,

tume.of the discussion’as' to our wdiniszien, we were confrontéd with a.

vesolution which we could not serept wnd which rendered impossible
aftiliation with the international nrysuisation, since wpon the adoption
of “such a resolution whasoever is not a Soeial Democrab finds himself
at once an outsider. _ : o '

v The exclusion of ouv Federation twecomes’ striking in consequence of
the resolution, which seems.to ue tu e uf considerable importance to

“the world at large. ** : :
~As the most characteristic postion of

sequently in a tactical proposal urwhiniuisly
the Congress, we reproduce it belew : -

“this resolution appeared sib-

¢ The sixth Internations) tiunwresy of Cigar-makers cannob
decide to recommend Trade Uiiioni-t Grganisations of Cigar-makers

tearnt something —that in the
countries where universal ‘suffrage zaists thore 1eigns the same gapitalist

adopted by acclamation at -

» and Tobacco Workers to affilinte thewselves to any one political. -

party in particular ;-but the drngress declares. ‘political action to

be. necessary in conjunction with purely Trade Union action, that

.is to say, of course, the old sl tried political aption of the Sociai“_;

Democrats ; to this end the Cougress recommends all Trade Union

«ud deems it right to state that

workers to take part in politir-.
sevion, will furnish, the working

this I'vade-Union and politil
class hob only with the means (o the amelioration :
of life, but also for the final éutrunchisement of the proletaria e

" Tt is this curious-phrase as to political action—f* that 15 to say, the '

old and tried ‘political action of the Social Democrats "._which was 8o

vepugnant to us at the time of the discussion upon the admission of the

Federation, aind which impels us’to suy @ = '
It'is an international’ danger whick raes the workers movement, ¢

.t
-

“danger of beiify ruled and Soetal Demwiratised as Jormerly the workers’

- movement was clericalised and catholic/s )

We, however, claim that frof ke ancment of the adoption of the

M g % AR s Ll :
above-cited proposal such of - our:fulluw cigar-makers who are a little

less bonnd by dogimatic conceptions «id " symewhat more advanced than -

- the~8ocial Democrats will feel as littli: «t home in the present inter-
national organisation as will those wwong them who adhere to other
than the Social Democratic “part]. " Jiven certain partisans of Social
Democracy bave ot hesitated to siute thug the adoption of the above-

cited resolufion and its being nade w1 =xsential partin the debates upox

our admission, has been a “ mistake | 1 an “act wanbing fact,”
Nevertheless, on the other hand, tuis very act has had the advantage
of showing us where we stand in 'whot «onhcerns international relations.
" Uomirades, tobacco workers of ovhu, lunds, we call for your opinion
as to whether the moment bas vot urtived when the International

. . i L . ‘, ' i s _
Organisation of 'Cobacco Workers, which o see riled by intolérance
o " ? y .

of theconditions

and fullen in an evil hour into the nands of: Social Democratic leaders, -

should be opposed by a new and fr:i
based strictly on the standpoint of ihe ¢luss wai and cordial agreement
between all the workers ih the sams viw 6o, an agreement which we can
‘only find 'in common action upon ar evonowic ground. e
Unions and' Workers in other .« wihive who believe with us thab
ape b AT T 4 : r - 3

[P

Tnternational Union—a Union

L. .. 7 IMPERFECT
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pSuch an attempt at organisatioy <liral i

S wco-u1d~n0t“ 'Eho

* can have little effect.

3

—Haly. .

" in all its g8kedness the position of : hr,

- saying, for example, that beeause the

. Action. of the workers,

“4pbbple ! . ;
sities; (3) the Government anticiputing payrents to its creditors s and

FREEDOUM., = e

70

9

to send proof atleast of theii ~~vmpathy, At the same time we ask
them particularly to forward us ‘iwetore Februar » 1908).their opinion

88 to organising an Internations| «'mizress of Cigar-makevs and Tobacen

Workers, a Congress in which th~ endeavour for an mternsdtional
agreement on the basis suggested ~iix1l stand as the first point of ovder
- of the day. '

If the desired ﬁgree:ﬁent, pritieniarly on this poiut, ean be renched,

+ the Feferation of Cigar-makeirs w1t Tobticco Workefs of Holland will

undertake all the necessary prepurntions for the projected Congess, the
tinde and place of which, in this cu-e, can be ultimately fixed in the
summer of 1908. . h : S

- Amsterdarn, October, 1107,

( "All communications should be »e1.t to the Secretary, J. JIMomnure,

Borgerstraat 124, Amsterdam (Hollind). :
: = . G e ’ f
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INTERNATIONAL NOTES.

b

in’ Italy has been to show
Socialist Party. Hitherto there
has always been a minotjiy in the parsy who were more devoted to the
practical évolution of tﬁ} '
what they were pleased to call * Sijalist- idéals.”” This minority has
now disappeared, and the whole srength off the party will hiencelorth
be exerted for the realisation of.vhose * ideals” ¥ TioYeal Socialists, they
- declare, it matters not whether tiu- .
Action; it i the duty of all Sociali~'s to econtrol all such tendencies
and convert them into Parliamenruiy action, That is to say, wherever
people are found discontented thev must at all costs be persaaded to

The principal effect of the T, strikes

wait patiently, vote regularly, ani i1 ve a faith in their Social ist leaders

a8 absolute as any Catholic bas in tl Pope. = | *

- The absurd part of it all is tlist while the party is becoming wove
and more the most powerful conger v
is'making even-
workers. " If the;

 political "eliontery. With regard to the Trade
Union CopféderNg 3%
a Czar, summioning] L ‘meeting of the Confederation executive, telling-it
what it is to approve and-what it i+ to condemn, ~This-would indeed
seem to be political power except, fur the interesting fact that by a
simple duplication of offices the rmiv executives differ senveely in any-
thing but name. At the same tie the party press carvies on-a
ivigorous campaign of libel and insinuation against the Syndicalists,
Syndicalists are enemies of the
Confederation, therefore they are enemies of ‘the Uuions, whose
_temporary. officials have concocted tlig purely official Confederation.
On the péople of Italy all these intrigues and kid glove tyrandies
The recent strikes
are ready for action they will not wait for the word of _command, and
in-the face of this obvious fact if i almost Jaughable to see the worthy
professors without professions; and lawyers without briefs, ¢ organising
the people” on a worn-out system of sheer militarism. . S
.. But it'is something, for the progressive cause of the
these organisers should have »t last made clear their
in practice as well as’in theory. At ‘ recent meeting of the. Con-
federation one of the main items undet “discnssion-was how to wenlten
the power of the'Cuere-del  Eavore, the loeil organigtions, in otdef,
| 88 it was said; to strenigthien the Pride T Now it is well known

people- ﬁh_at

e Labour wovement than to the realisation of’

position and aims’

be made henceforth,aye requested

popular tendency be- for Divect: .

tive- movement iri the country, it
reater efforts to poye as.the one and only party of the
bhad two hundred Deputies in the Chamber _tltey

», bhe execative of the party acts with the assurance of + -

showed that when the masses -

that these local organixntions have [/ some (ime beei the most energetic

in the country; they have in most cises ‘been bhe maiusprings of the
Important strikes during the last, few years,
too progressive for the' Socinlist Larty. Thiey have sliown' that the
'people as a whole is very little cor.corned with political theory and
dogma, that for the workers nothing is really important but the Direct
So in - order to safegpard their precious

““ideals ” the Socialists are now sorici ng
del Lavouo, S e :
T'he: general condition ‘of ‘the conntry g

- The increased cost of living has long
won during the'lastfew years, 'and ut lome the authorities haye resorted
to the old expedient of fixing a lecr! maximum price for the necessary
food of the people. . Still stranger is the action of. the Government in
anticipating the payment of dividends on Consols, Their idea is that

one of expectant unrest.

since disconnted any rises of wages.

They huve, in: fact, been

Bow to suppress these Camere .

In paying out a sum of £4.000,000 rix weeks in'advance the threatened

" finaticial erisis, which.is at- bottow, w» Labour crisis, will be averted,
Perhaps they imagine that the workeis ave large holders of Consols!
Before muny dsys, too, the country will feel the effect of the thousands

_ of families who are reported to be rc trrning to their homes, driven out -
, of the United States by unemployment:.

So that we have in Italy four
separate indications of an ap roaching crisis: (1) the most advanced
political party atbempting to re<tiiin |
i (2) theattempt to limit by law the*innkimum prices of tieces-
(4) a threiatened immigragion of unet.ployed.

Dénmavk, - 0 e R
fad A-eoifitude int Copefihtgen’ ®rites :—I pust tell vou of ssmathing
4hat has happened here that is & di+grace to our couutry. - An Anarchist

1
B d

&

the spontaheous -actign of the .

finally he' returned to Copenhagen.

+* good.” What is

- speakers and literature to do propag
Federation by inserting fully their veports and the names and addresses :
" of the secretary of each group. "

‘other way possible,

-and myself being invited by them to ctury this work on.

Alying that you have so gallaintly unfarled, and make us

‘more accurately impart knowledge té others.

Newdull, who founded the Jewish Freethiner—and who we ¢nu imagine
‘ 1 P -

“times the fealing ofidedpair, but -the ‘truth:

e ———

comrade named Rasmussen has this mornidg (November 13) killed a
policeman and, immediately aftér, himself. The cause of it would mpke
a long story, so in a few words I can onl y tell “youw’ that lust year he
suffered. eight months' im prisonment—a_cruel sentence—tor having-
written some artftles ﬁsi_mlensing"t-¢> the agthorities, When released: he .
again commenced to write, and then the detectives beghn ‘to persecute
him in every possible way. He went to Sweden, but they followed, and
'But thete was no rvest for him _
“sere, for he was hunted down by two detectives, who ‘tiied tu arrest
him, saying they would get him thvés months’ imprisonment, Im-
mediately he shot one dead, the other ran away, and he then turned the
‘revolver on himself. = :

16§ 24 to lose such n good comrade, and it makes one burn with
indignation it the action of our Government that is supposed to be so
] wore wicked than to make people Kill? Biit thiy
our Government is doing every day. Already twelve comrades are in
gaol, and tive or six more are “to: take their trial, You must look to
Russia to tind anything similax to this. : s

—

© [Reports of the Moveinent cre

) speeially invited, and should be sont 7n not
later thaw tiee 25t} of euch month. ) s :

LA ¥

'INTERNATIONAL ANARcussT FEBERATION oF ThE BNGLISH ProviNges.
. The above Federation was fermed at u Couference held vecently oun
the injtiative of the Munchestor comuudes, It was decided that the
-object of the Federation be the solidifying of the diffivent groups to
enabteich-to help the other, nrd thus help ax nu organised body to
spread onr principles over ¥ huiger sudn  thi, was-possible iu the past.
And to put this into practice the tollowing meaus Were cugeasted ;—

1. That groups be formed wherever possible, and that speakers’ or
orgauisers’ expenses be borne Ly euch group aceording to its numerical

strength, The same principle to apply tv the payment.of postage; etc.
.2, That the Federation Secistary notify each group as to the

.

engagements of spenkers, and invite their. active co-operation towards

-keeping--our—speakers-it-possitle; Tecturinig in~ different places -each

week-end. - e A I - :

3. That all isolated comrades be written to aud asked to keep them- -
selves in touch with the Federation, so that they can be helped with
?nda. '

© 4. That Freedoms aund the Workebs' Friend be invited to help the

+ After confirming’ the selection of seéretary (A. Despres, 27 Gidlo‘lw
‘Road, Liverpool); it “was decided to hold the next Conference in
Liverpool on Degember 15, and that a public meeting be convened for

the same date. The Conference concludad by calling upon all comrades ™

to unite in one common effort to help the Federation to spread the
principles of Anarchist Communism by the formation of groups or any
_ We afterwards passed a, plensant socisl evening
with refreshents and songs, S ' "

L ]
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MANCHESTER | : : Wt e,

. The Manchester gronp have done a good deal of propaganda during
the month. They are indeed a- most energetic group, as besides holding

their’indoor lectures they have also doue uetive work ‘amongst the

Trade Unionists, taking a most active part.in the recent cap-jnakery’

strike. ‘They fought very strenuously against this strike beiug settled

by arbitration, but the democratic iden of palliatives and the tone of .
respectibility leut to it by the presence of odr one and only Winston

Chagehill, tive Lord Mayor of. Munchester, the Mayor of Salford, a few

Countillors* tlivown in, and lastly, lawand order represented by, the

Chief Constable of Manchester, broke dowr, what otherwise would have

k‘een' a glorious victory foFIboTr. "Che group hive also tried to revive -

the open-uir-‘meetings in Stevenson Square, both Comrude Kavanagh
\ meeting . in - the .

Labotir Hall, Great Ducie'Street, the speakers bei'r;‘gd(l‘_mprra_;dea, Franks,
Goddstons, Vermont, Ziedler, Clarke, and mysel f. "The audience was a
most attentive one, dnd at .its' close they proved their symphthy by
giving areal good- colbection. ! . ' A
Thus-ertds a month’s worl: that our Mauchester comrndes can
always look back upon with pride., Bravo, comrades! Keep the flag.
more and more.
determined’to show onr active antipathy to. the false society in which -
we live, , % _ s BT g s

~-On November 11. they -held - Chicugo Murtyis

e o ' s 5
i

Leeps, r _ : r :
Leeds has thrown off her mantle of sleap to- once more take an

4

active part in the struggle for emancipation, nnd hag formed a group

ealled the Loeds Anarehical Self-Educative (iroup, their objett being to

study all that mny tend .to develop themselves, nnd thus be enabled to
' - Comrades Bodangky and'

to make it thesucesss it is mere or;less o-day must have wuffered wany
of ‘their ideal still spurred
thom on: until now, having niwidebprend connection: with -ngents and
supporters in most parts of the world—have still futther proved theiv
solidarity by not only, handing - over the publication of the Lyee'fiindeer,

. - !
#q
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]

. ! = “_-_-f

_PROPAGANDA NOTES, - ..

W b



.80 . B, ;

and palm‘phlets' to the group, but also giving them over 1,300 other .

_books and pamphlets, as well as their lavge and varvied assortment

" the

of printing type, ete. They make an appeal to all comrades abroad to
help them ta do theix work effectively not ouly by pushing the sale of
jv publications, but above all to vealise® that such efforts can only be

lessful_ when they are monetarily supported. _

I wasinvited to Leaeds on November 3rd and held. four very successial
meetings. Our old comrade Mat Sollett reminded me.of -his fightivg’
days eighteen to twenty years-ago,for he was 1n splendid for”*
Comrade Nicoll; looking quite juvenils, gave a rapid bub clear outline
of Continental Syndicalism, Comrade Goldberg, who is a keen student

of economies, very ably helping. I shall feel surprised” if we:do Lok

hear more of our Leeds comrade Kitson. Altogether my impressions

suc

~are that Leeds bas at present in its gropp all the means to make them

an effective fighting force for'the propagation of our principles. _
On Sunday, November 17, Comrade Nicoll, delivered a lecture on
“ William Morris'and his Times ” in their meeting-place, 1 Fieldhead.

" Perrace, in which he very ably illustrated -and compared the Labour

movement ip this country during the latter part of the nineteenth
century and the great Labour struggles, on the Continent during the
same period, concluding by giving some: revolutionary recitations, aftsr-
which the comrades discussed the following week’s programme, thus

" completing an evening of idealistic joy tempered with reason.

. T feel assured, comrades, that thegvork you are
bear its fruit in the future; so continke to let us hear of your efforts.

L | S — A
4
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CARDIFF., ~ . ) e

I heat from our Cardiff comrades that they Rave recently form_ed? 9
group tliere and ave doing their best to spreac the principles of Direct
Action by keeping themselves in touch with the Trade Unions.  They

_have also formed a group in Bwansea, but they feel the lack of English;
epeakurs, especially in Cardiff, where they think a good strong English -

group could be formed in alvery short time, ways and means towards

" which-they desire to be discussed at our next Conference to be held in

- Liverpool ou December 15.

Thus the light is spreading far and wice,

. proving more and more the necessity of cohesion, solidarity, and

organisitio

%ﬁqng&h us.
LIVERPOOL, | = T e s

"The Revivalists have more than played their part in the spread of
our doctvines; for with the assistance of Comrades Beavan, Kavanagh,
Faivbrother, O'Shen, and others good and healthy work has really been

. "BURNLEY.

done, with the result that the group is stronger to-day than ever.

Comrade Turner is due to lecture herg-on Décember 1, and everybudy
is working hard’towards making it a huge success. A

‘©omrade Silverman by,
to turn np at 10 West Gate on Monday nights'at T o'clock, with the
view of forming a-group in Burnley. I hope. to haar that his efforts

and the efforts of all other” comrades have their reward in more work

~ being doue..

Fod

f

* Comarades Bessie Ward -and Metealf oun ** The Soci
~and “The Shop Assistants Union and Direct Action.
,were of dn interesting ¢haracter, comrades showing a keen desire fo

deration, ..
_. A, DESPRES.

4 -

On behalf of the.Fe

L

Comrade Beavan also writes from Liverpool ;¢ During the past
month we have had good indoor meetings. Papers have been reil by
, '?.iv Géneral Strike ”
’ The discussions
know and understand the problems involved. A suggestion was made
for an appeal to FREEDOM to reprint “The Social’ General Strike” and
Comrade Blair Smith’s ¢ Direcf, Action v*Legislation,” - these . two

. pamphlets being considered valuablg for propaganda purposes. . At the

. same time it is recognised that the FREEDO

M[G_mup is already too much

burdened.with the expense attached to the issue of our Paper; and we

theiefore furthér suggest'that comrades and groups throughout the
tountiy should send financial help for the purpose of getting these:
peemiphlets reprinted. Our group is prepared to gumntee £1as a
startgaid we hope .others will follow suit. If Direct Action as an
antidote to Parliamentary tactics is to ‘be thoroughly advocated, we
must recognise- the necessity of getti
bution. We have been getting ready for Gomrade Turner’s visit, and
in next month’s issue will be found a complete report of meetings.”

A

INFORMATION WANTED.
Roger Williams—known as one of the earliest advocates of religious .
toleration, the founder of Providence, Rhode Island, after his expulsion
from Massachusetts—when he had become Governor of Rhode Island,

- according to the “ Dictionary of National Biography,” *earned some

‘given an absurd application to Williams's views [of toleration, ete.] by
~promulgating anarchieal doctrines; spch as the wnlawfulness of
‘ gairthly poivér’ and the ¢ bloodgniltytess’ of all penal discipliue” This
by

uppopularity in 1656 by issuing a warrant for the arrvest on a charge
6f liigh treason-of one of“his old followers, William Hewmis, who had

Call

‘“bins’ty mean that William Harris was one.of th
‘Addidbistd, 2 fs avything further known about
bistory 2D M. B T

I- e

r.' parly forgotben”
his tl_lepg:igs andd

.
; ; '
] - {“J_ .
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FREEDOM. 7

doing—b‘o-ﬂay muvst -

,of Burnley, makes an-appeal to all sympathisers

‘smitable literature for distri-

WHAT IS PROPERTY?

‘r

|
RS, (IR i

=== 7= ~December; 1907. "
MONTHLY' ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

i

- - (November 0-December 4.)
" FrREEDOM Guarantee Fund—T. F. M, 2, 6d., B. Faitelson 2s., Ww. E, 2s. 64,
. K, W. 15s., B. G, (Leeds) 1s,, Collected at Leeds 1s. 3d., A. W. 0. 10s.,
_ ,H. Rubin 3s., N. £2, B. Carpenter 10s., H. Glasse 5s., F. Casenove Is, " '
FrEEDONM Suchriptions. —P. Marchand 3s., F. Casenove 1s 6d., A Madia
Y- 3s. 104, A.'Zibelin 1s. 6d., M. Masson'ls. 6d. : 5 :
" Sales of FrrEpom,—Reeves 2s,, Henderson 3s. 6d., Richmond 1s., B. Faitelson
1s. 6d., G. Y. Aldridge ls. 4d., Olson 1s.,, A. Goldberg 2s., 8. Wermont
s, 6d., W. Underwood 2s. 8d., Goodman 3s., FL. Rubin 3s. 4d., F.
‘oulding 1s, 4d., R. Gundersen ds., ). Wormald 1s. 4d!, A. Pollock 1s. 3d.,
. G, Smith 1s. 4d., R. Goldberg 1s. 6d., B. Greentlatt Gs. ‘
Pamphlet and Book Sales,—E. M. 8. 2s., 8. Carter 1s. 6d., . Aldred 5s. 6d.,
B. Bridge 10s. 6d.; J. Scarceriaux 2s.. Goodman 15/, E. G. Smith 11s. 8d.,
B. Faitelson 9s. 6d., H. Rubin 6s,, Gonlding 1s. 4d., H. Glasse 1s., J. Hose 2s., )
J. Monk Js. 6d., R. Goldberg'ds. 6d., H. O. jun. 2s.-4d. ) . :
; ¢« VOICE OF LABOUR” FUND.
Harrogate Comrades £1 5s., B, Rose 2s. §d.; W. E. 2s. 6d,, 8. G 3s.
Rubin 2s., R. Gundersen ls. i o . A

ba., B

Ready on December 16.
: _ . : : ITHE ) . ‘-' e ) '
INTERNATIONAL ANARCHIST
| ~ CONGRESS. W
A msterdam, 1907. "
- (Rej»'-e‘n'égrli Srom_ * Freedom.’”)
~ PRICE - - ONE PENNY. .. .
« FREEDOM " OFFICE, 127 OSSULSTON STREET, N.W.
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Just Reprinfed. .
Anarchism : its Philosophy and Ideal.

By Perer KroPoTKIN.

Useful Work and UselessKToil.

Monopoly ; or, How Labour is
a " By WirLiam Morris.

Price 1d. each, post-free 13d. ; 24 for 1s. Gd.

HENDERSONS,
66 CHARING CROSS ROAD, LONDON, "W.C,

. Also at 154 Parernoster Row, E.C, . "
For Revolutionary Literature,
-—-Soeialist, Labour, ‘Rationalist, and all Advanced

Thought Books and Periodicals
Publishing Office of “ The Deadly Parallel,” Price 1d. .

Published by Hanma GOLDMAN.'
Offices : 210 East 13th Street, New York City, U.S.A.
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