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+ political intriguers.— Every
George’is on, .a.nd that‘no matter what he professaﬁg, he comes as -
a representative of capitalist society, 7.c., as an enemy of tho

_ East Coast understand this.

- . chisement ‘Bill proves

2

2
i

®

b._.p | | | ...I | | . - » 34 - i |
RCHIST COMMUNISM. "

" A JOURNAL OF ANA

r———

Vo XXIL—No. 297.° |

MARCH, 1908. =

MoNTLY ; i PENNY,

4 i 5 i i . i b e

- LW
| NOTIS.
Too Much Lloyd-George. — . 9

. It is good mews to find the engineers rejecting, in their
digpute with the employers, the compromise. proposed by Lloyd-
George. It is time “check” wasecried to this man, Iis
intrusion into the arena of industrial disputes may advertise him
and satisfy his ambition, but it is-a bad omen for the. men. The
scandal of the railway “settlement ” is not yet forggtten, and for
a man like Barnes to follow in.the footsteps of a man like Bell
only proves how weak these “strong” men are in the hands of
one*must know which side Iloyd-

workers.. It would seem as though ‘the men on thé North-
Al . At any rate, they are beginning to,
disciiss the general strike, and if they ‘grasp the real significance -
of this, it will mean' the speedy exit of 1 oyd-George—a n;[ -good

riddance.

e ——

A Vietory’ for the Women. o

o

The divisioh on the sécond reading of the Women’s Enfran-
that nothing is squeezed out of the

S

-~ politician unless you- have a vigorous and uncompromising

_agitation outside .Parliament. .

‘behalf of the unerdiployved, or for

: It is, of courss, only what may be
termed a “ moral ” viclory; and for the moment we arg ‘not
concerned ‘with the fact that: the working woman will find no

-more- help in the vote—if she gets it—than has the working

mwan. The point is, that the tactics that have helped these
middle-class women to gain a recognition of their claim' wonld
be denounced by the politicians of the Labonr Party 'ifrused on |
a no-rent campaign, or for
drawing attention to any of the economic evils that are crying
‘for;a solution. - The respectable Parliamentary representatives of
Labour who month after-month are~eomfortably listening to the

_ inane chatter in the House, and draw their allowance while the
- unemployed starve,—these ‘ambitious persons have no intention

of “‘ doing time” on behalf of the cause they have at heart, nor
do.they wish that any troublesome ‘agitation of the sort should
be carried on by their followers. , What a handful .of women
have done in a couple of years overshadows all that has been

- done by the Labourmovement with its time-serving spirit and

. its pious resolutions.

lies waiting before us,

L and what progress will be made when the
workers.realise it )] o _

1
~

Common Sense Better than Coercion, ™

* It is often said that eveu if it were possible fo attain to

Anarchism, you would soon have "to coerce the people to act in
their own interests. “Without stopping to explain that this

- assumes the authoritarians really know what is best for others,

- it will be more to the point to give an example of what recently

happened to confirm the advantage of the Anarchist position.

" In Hackney there is a large firm employing some 900 women.,

Now it is-well known how much ignorance still prevails—even
in the House of Commons—on the question of ventilation.  The ‘
managers of this firm tried in vain to persuade their. work-
women to adopt a method of ventilation’; but, bred and bori
probably in little backrooms; they .doubtless regarded fresh air

as'a danger. At any' rate, they wonld not submit; and the

managers with much good sense and a wholesome dread of
trying to coerce 900 obstinata women; hethought themselves of
the more excellent way of enlightening them. So a lecture was
arranged, to which they were all invited, ind on a screen they
werée shown the contents of a-sampleiof the air taken from the
unventilated workrooms. -This was compared with a sample of
fresh air, and the comparison wWas 5o odious as to the atmosphere
of closed-up rooms that they were easily convinced, and have

- addpted the suggested improvemeitts with -satisfaction. = Nine-

What a tremendous field for direct action -

=

O R R ; _ _
tenths of the difficulties that arise under present conditions, and
all that might happen in an Anarchist commune, could be
similarly solved. However, there is no darkness hut ignorance,
and those who are always crying out for the law and coexrgion
are the most ignorant of all. |

Al

-La.bpﬁr 'Pbliticé in Au,.s'tralia.' g -t

~ . Some months ago Ben Tillett added his voice to the universal
chorus of despair-over Labour Parties in Parliaments. In John
Bull (November 30, 1907) he gave a gloomy enough account of

things in Australia. “Surely,” he said, “there is no country
where parochialism and Bumbledom reign so supremely.” Yet '
this is the country where the Labour Party ‘has had its best:
chance; and for those who imagine that Parliamentary methods -

are going to'solve the social problem, Australia should be fan
El Dorado of political promise. It is blessed (?), we are told,

with “seven Governors and one (Governor-(ienéral, seven Supreme -

Courts and one on top of that, sixteen Parlinments; and little
more than four. millions of people.” What an opportunity for

Parliaments to .show what they are made of. And they have-

shown it with a vengeance. Nothing but corruption. Tillett
says “they are busy with their mouths all the time,” hut nothing
1s done.
‘Without opposition they succeeded -in'ddiling £200 per annum

to, their own salaries, which reminds ns very much of the"

Socidlists in the-French CHamber.

4 i '
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Another Voies. ' - . _
" 'In the Melbourne Soeialist of January 18, Tom Mann gives

-similar evidence of the futility of Labour men in Parliament: In

- Adeluaide, “ where a Tlabour Premier has ha¢l chief official position
over a period of years,” things are as unsafisfactory as elsewhere.
Mann had made a.propaganda tour to Broken Hill, and had

found the workers enthusiastically responsive, so that there was
no question of the people being:indifferént to:the message of

Socialism. Yet in speaking of the:South Australian Laboir
P g

Members he writes : *I-dm bound to say that, in my judgment,
these men have no desire, and make no_attempt, to educate the. -

electorate’ up to a knowledge of International Srcinlism. As an
absolute fact; they have not the remotest -connection with the
JInternational movement. . The subjects that lengage their atten-
tion are merely of the * parish pimp ’ order.”- .

and Labour men have entered politics there comes nothing but
~a cry of despair. Despair and. the sickening spectacle of

. renegadism doing the foulest work of 'the: capitalist class.
Anarchists: have been right in their antagonism. to Parllla- ;
‘mentary tactécs, but it is noné the less painful and disgusting

to watch the political game heing played and the workers being
sold: - ISR o T ¢
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The Only Way. LI T

- The action of the Walthamstow Socialists in .'fOrcil)]j{-rean\“in};
. the barrier erected across a public road at Epping is an excellent

example' of that public spirit so badly needed nowadays in

resisting enrrvachments on public liberties. The Epping Torest
Committee, no doubt in the interest ofi some of their friends,
thought to debar the public from the use of the road, and trusted
to the apathy of ‘the public to carry their scheme through.
Although more trouble may arise, they at least know now that a
stand will be made against' their base trickery. It'is a thing
that cannot be too often insisted upon, that the présérvation'of
our- footpaths and rights-of-way have been maintained by a
.constant and forcible struggle against the descendants of those
wultures who generations'ago robbed the people of their land—

with the help «f the Government. It is worth noting that the

interests of the public in this matter have been aided' by a

yoluntary- association, the Footpaths Preservation Society ; while |

the State has always helped the robbers.

o ]
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They must, however, be. credited with one success.

It may truly be said.that from every country where Socialists

v
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Revolutions of the-Last Céntury |
-~ Did NotSucceed..

F. i_\I..mI;ICE in ¢ La."];{_gifoﬁme Agraive et la Misare en France”
¢ -*(Translition from Les Temps Noweww.) .

; .

.___IE,"HB"*I'E"ofﬁeﬁ' stated, the revolutions of the hninefe'é_nth
century, so fur as-their Social consequences are , concerned,
miscarried in France, the réasons are not far to seek. .

v . To begin with, the intellectunl development of the masses is

 slow and W-:'_)_rks slowly ; far:reaching views of 'the future, of the
. evolution of nations, the attraction of current politics,'do not-

. come quickly- within their grasp. To touch the 'cgowd;u to

" interest, stimulate, move it, there must be- somethi

condition

. . : g more
~directly personal, more real and more definite than the formula-
%ion of remote reforms. The necessary, indispensable factor

must -be a vital interest of the moment, such as tyranny, a
according -

wrong or injustice  that stabs mentally or physically,
to whether the suffering entailed 1s material or moral.

During this hundred years—and what is a century ‘in the
life of a people ?—the intellectua] progress of the magies has not
-evolved rapidly enough to enable every one to" realise the
viciousness of our social organisation or t6 cause public opinjon
to be struck with the dangers of the situation. *On the contrary,

during the course of this century the matérial conditions of-

- life, howeyer  precarious and. misgrable they may have been,
have never. attained the high-water wark of persistent acute-
ness, |
beside themselves and firee thewm; arins in hand, to determine
‘upon a definite. destruction ofrabuses-and tyranny. Ta our
- day there huve been sowe very vislent crises; periods of misery
have been both numerous and, cruel enough to embitter character
and push- men toward ‘revolt, thq__s"' giviilg a social tendency to
the resultant revolutions. But on each occasion this tendency
has deviated. In 1830 it was lost through -duplicity ; in 1848

1t sought. success wmerely in'a sanguinary struggle ; 1n 1870 it
strangled itself under the illusion of assured triwmph.

This deviation of the people’s effurts to nmeliorate its social
dition is'due to bwo principal causes, the first being purely
- .econdmne.’ - i : ’

lﬁduétr‘y within the century developed in an éxtiaordinary

~manuer; every huwan “effort and’ activity was ‘conéentrated

~upon 1t. 'The mulflf,iplicij_ty of machines, the "simplification of
labour by mechanical tools, fur from driving wen from factory and
workshop, as at first was feared; on the contrary -called. the

-workers to the-factory, and in spite of their nurabers, in. spite of |
times of industrial crisis and depression, of long periods of over-

production, for filty years every: wage-earner secking work
found it for himself and his.family. oome o T E

‘This industrial developments led, among other things, to ;'a;s; ‘_

great an expansion of commerce, whilst vast undertakings began
to change the surface of the country.  Industry, commerce, and
huge wdrks thus opened up and' created situations'which the

population was quick to note, and. seized with ayidity. In this

movement upward, which drew ‘the masses towards a cértain

ideal in life, there was satisfaction for all. ' ' -

The aim of the b)urgeoisie, its apeing of and pretensions to
equaliby with the nobility, becawe duriug this century a~general
.mania ; the evil not only rapidly incieased, but tainted the very
dregs of suciety. The characteristic of this. epoch bécame. a
shriuking from mauual labour, considered servile, and desire for
employment “that would first enrich, next raise, refine, and
‘embourgenis, and finally turn the individual into 4 seeming
arisbocrat. U der the impulse of this displacement of original
conditious, the great public and private adwinistrations, the
-industrial sud commercial offices, the liberal and artistic pro-

" fessions, the army—all-these multiplied, uutil there was a

plethora that suffucated. It was not every one who reached his
alm, who became rich, or 'entered the, highest grades of office—

but then, what degrees there aye within this social hierarchy, from

the millivnaire to the small investor, from the highest to the
lowest functionary ! _ ST
To judge of the imiportance of thig economic fact, let us

simply compare the France of 1789 with the France of to-day. :

The nobility of tbe date named possessed what the bourgeoisie
now own; but mark the difference in density between the
industrial, commercial, wilitary, and bureaucratic pipulation of
a hundred years ago and that "of our epoch. ' The rural popula-

tion, that great reservoir which industry and bureaucracy-have -
drained t6 excess during the century, at that period retained the

mass of inhabitants now -absorbed by city and-factory. 1t is.

L o T .
. .

- push his claims.

the sense of Qen'eml._:"ga.l-_a;m'ity,~su'c':h as drive a population

" Foow
I

this di¥placement of an ‘Erormous portion of the “popalation i
- through a.complete change in the' original conditions that has :
“ become,one of the two principal .causésof the wiscarriage of

the revolutions of the ceptury. For a revolation to be realised

‘to the full, two cssentials are necessary—the soffering tha’

embitters the heart and.nerves the hand inust e of*the intensest, -
and be felt equally by every class of the wretched'; and, secondly,

“the pecple must thoroughly understand their aim and have a

clear conception of the régime they intend to estiblish in place
of the one they propnse to sweep away. ;

Now, at each revolution®of the century uniform suffering
wasg lacking, the result being partial. explosious of anger only,

It was the worker in the cities, in ‘the excess of his migery,
“gripped by all the difficulties of a painful existence, fuced by the

1iquities of his employer, who single-handed led the combat. .

His irritation was skilfully exploited by a bourgeosie which

knew how to use it for the benefit of its own vexations without.

giving him anything on the moirow of victory, but instead

" abandoned him, exhausted, alone, Half-dead with the conflict!™

The small bourgeoisie,and the country folk not venturing even
0 far ns a change in the régime, the worker was powerless'to .
Thud] if the industrial worker hag not been
followed by the wass-of his fellows, it 1s because the general -
suffering was .not-of the same bitter, grievous, or desperate
character, To the sons. of the small bourgeniie, to the un- -
fortunaté peasants .of the countryside, the development of
business, of vast undertakings, presented openings and’ posifions
which to them aneant advancement, often social progress of an
unhoped-for sort. Hach revolution as it forced power from the
~hands of one set of officials and paved_the way to new masters
at once opened up places for a hungry clientéle, the more easy to
satisfy as the parallel increase in the centralisation of power of
Dbusiness-#nd undertakings multiplied offices and. employments
ad anfinitum. To the proletariang of the countryside the
increased wages, .the geeming benefits. vf~Fratuitous pt__lhliq
assistance, the stupid vanity that tends to make them think
themselves superior. to the city-bred, have been, and still are,
highly prized advantages:sufficient for ;their ambition. To the

~ lahd-owning .agriculturist or farmer, as to those in the smaller
" .industriés and petty trades, in a word, to all the lesser bourgéoisie,

the pride  of #eeing. their sons 'dressed: in an administrative

" uniform or entering a city office ‘ﬁfécomes'all-_suﬂicipg-.

The economic fact we state is so emphatic that to measure it
one need only glance at the direction popular education takes
in our country. From our colléges to our primary schools,dqes
not the instruction given tend to, unclass the individual 7 Where
is it sincerely practical, logical,-te¢hnical? Either in village
or town does it eonsider the position.of the family or the
necessities of the future ? Everywhere instruction is abstract,

“and ascends—not ‘with & view to further study of trades and

crafts, but to the vainglorious task of turping the humblest

‘bourgeois into a bourgeois of rank. From the highest to the

most 'elementary, our: schools o%;g\onsider what are called

the liberal or bourgeois professions—commerce, administration, .
teaching.. Have we not, even in Paris, seen the primary schools .
for girls in less than six years produce twelve thousand aspiring
teachers incapable of "entering any other profession—twelve
thousand unfortunate. girls whom later on the ad:ﬁi{@trabibn .
"repudiated, leaving them probably to face starvation . . The.
same with boys. Every desk or office wherea pen is needed. is
greedily fought-for by, the scholars of the primary schopls. Thél\
Post Office sees thousands-corhe up for its annual examination,
" the easiest of any. Is not the canker of ‘existisg™Parlia-
mentarism the obligatory and cowmpulsory search for_places in
private or the public services for a bost of individnals who
have neither trade nor profession’? T
‘We should be wiong, however, to lay exclusive blame for the .
" formidable social and class displacement of the 'epogﬁ___upop a8
mania of the -bourgeoisie. We do not pretend that the diffi-
culties of existence or in the ¢hoice of a career by the bread-
winner are of littls account in this assault upon desk and office:
emiployment by the bourgeois; a number of economic factors
have concurred to produce this displacement. But none can
deny that the craving to raise oneself by any means above.

" humble conditions leads a large proportion of the nation to drop

‘manual labour and to detach itself from.the lowly position of
the parent family. There, at! once, we have .the 1nstinct of a

“proud and intelligent people, educating itself rapidly towards

. the ideal of a fuller and more"dignified life, and a blind eaprice
to imitate old aristocratic customs, due to the haste to climb out:
of original conditions. Industrialism, which led to the éoncen-
tration of capital and the subordination of the masses to the

“interests of the few, would never have resulted in, such conse-
quences had it not profited by the unreflecting infatuation of

N
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~ the populace l'or a life not merely above necessity, bub_ outmde

the pale of common gense. % "y .
Whatever the cause, one fact is clear and should be noted

viz., the large number of persons who for clnse. on a centary

have foand positions in thé various employments which the
expansion of! new sources of production has multiplied to .

'infinity. Thanks to itg facile-change of condition, the mass of
the workers has very mearly acquired the first necessaries of -
life. To the manual labourers especially the change from field-
. Work to.the factory assumes almost the form of progress It is.

‘only after having suffered the vicissi itudes of the city proletariat -

that they are undeceived, finding themselves exposed to a ‘more.
" obstinate nfisery—that of' labotir underpaid, of an eternal struggle-
that appears 1mposed by fata.hty, thew very wrath, seemmg
impotent. -

~su  (To be concluded in our *nemf: ‘i8sue.)

. THE ANARCHIST ABROAD

A.‘J

" Let me féll a mmple llttle story of to-day, and then let me |

draw a simple little moral.
-+ Not-4 hundred miles from Monte Qarlo some Enﬂlmh people -
: Bel;tled that'is, they built many villas, many hotéls (mduectlj)
achurch a.hbrary, tea-rooms, and so forth; in fact, a cleaner
little bit of their own England than they. could . that countr y
itself because of the 1nsistent pleseuce ‘of the dirty working
_____ And ever ybody
took the Mornmg Pest and=some 6’1’ _ﬂfem mflde clothes fov'the
5 natives of Lebombo, besides “ supporting the Church,”—that.is,
putting a half-crown in the plate on Sundays. | Thus was their
sense of social duty satisfied, and' lunches and teas land dinners
- followed each other ina. blisstal stream of Riviera seasons. '.
But, one season a Socialist ‘came. Not an ordinary Socialist,
- but by birth an aristocrat. So of course it was easy to get up
a Socialist meeting—no, not quite t]mt -1t was *‘ to explain the
objects of the Christian Social Union.” A bishop spoke, a canon
spoke, a banker spoke’; all spoke with sincere moderation.
-But, a.la?.' they*were but the tools of the arisjocracy, and for-
once the national spirit of snobbisliness’ was rewarded. 1he
“young Socialist spoke, but svithout any sincere moderation.
‘Belonging mentally to the youthful period -of Socialism when it
__was really Anarchism, the speech dealt not with Bills and laws
‘and’ parties, but with platlturleq about brotherhood and equality
and economic freedom, those platltmleq that make the intellectual -
" bourgeois so uncomfortable.
‘A list of books recommended had been placed on every chair,
* Tolstoy leaflets were fluttered by four hundred hands. In the
list figured Carpenter, Whitman, Kropotkin, and Stepniak ; but
 the ‘bomb of the day was the leaflets. {Well, this Tolstoy
~dynamite -did its work—the Euglish were scattéred. That

which had been a gpmpact mass of self-contented prejudice -

became a mass of struggling atoms, individuals blindly hitting
out at each other who had hitherto been satisfied to shake hands
and gossip. . Parsons, churchwardens, -admirals|.and colonels -
hammering ai; each othel gentle old . ladxes“‘kmsultmg gently
those who called themselves Socialists, and as gently apoiogising;
- Tolstoy denounced from press and pulplt and dark suggestions
" about the killing of kings in Portugal. And then the {ounding
of a.Christian Social Union branch, with a committeg proposed
by a non-Christian, and the active element mostly non-Christian

‘ associa e—membe:s . the secret meetmrr of these, the- parson-
~chairman resigning his ‘'seat to an engineer—— Reader, what

is the meaning of all this 7 And- the short but private conver "

sation between the parson-chairman and an Anarchlst bebind:
the meeting-room door ? Anarchist? What is an-Anarchist
- doing in that crowd at all? And the list of books; then ? And’
the Tolstoy dynamite and resulting “anarchy ” of the Engligh ?
* Well, of course the Anarchist was simply earning his living in
the place and happened in; struck up with the young Socialist and
a few others, and althou O‘h there’s no flag flying, he's-still there.

And now the morals of this simple little story..arg simply
these : where two or three are gathered together in'the name of
prejudice, there is the place for the Anarchist. Also, don’t be
afraid of fingering Tolstoy dynamite among Chrlstlans it will
.explode freely where the Atheism dynamite will merely nmke a
‘noige. Another : don’t be too anxious to call yourself names ;
do sdmething anpd you'll be called alright.

But seriously, the pleasure af consorting with Anm.ch:st,q, is

. it not the great luxury of the Anarchist? And‘is this the time
for' a life of luxury? I don’t think it s but, then, perhaps

- some one “111 say tlns is only tlle envy of the Anﬂlc]nst
abroad . - K

“a family “and nothing more.

~* Village' Communities,”
then dealt with the transition of the land from common to private ..
_ property, which, he submitted, was a fraud- upon. the young and the

-_,GIBBGG Sparta, Attica, Beeotia.
" The commune stood ba’tween the infant aud the grave,

- would be no necessity for these:

5 SONG OF THE WORKERS.
'W01k wcnk work B L
From the time that the sun gets up
“Till it sinks again_ m the glowing west; .
From.the morning’s dawn without' thought of vest
Save a momen®s pause for g hite or sup
Work, work, -wark. -

_ Toﬂ toil, toil. -
* What to us is the qoonal throng ?
To feed our children, to pay our way,
We toil without ammbllrw for scanty pay,
-Our nose at the Urmdstohe our ‘whole life lun g. .
" Toil, toil, toil. :

(Grind, grind, grind,
~ 'Till old age creeps on us apace ; _
- No time fot‘ the®man. to develop within, -
Qur strength all exhausted a living to win;
The secars of the conflict all %e(umnrr our Iace
Grind, grind, gunrl .

Die, die, die, '
Withont knowing what ’ tis to live ;
Working m.whmes without any 11crhts,
- Acting, or trying to act, up to our hghts
" Our muscles, our sweat; our life’ 5 blood we give.

Dle, dle die. - - F. .T I‘
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A LESC‘ON FROM IRELAND

_l

OLD IRISH SOCIALISM

L Mr Standish. O'Grs 1dy’s fine lecture on “CIunswﬁlammuneq, and
Nauonz-s,” at the Calaroga 0]ub Dublin, under the auspices of the Ard

‘Chraobhy on. Friday evening Iust was one of the most interesting we

thave abtended for. some time. Mr' O'Geady hnd a message to deliver.
It was the revival of the communal life which was such a fea.tme of
early Ireland. He did not~want to revive the emly clang, of ‘course,
The commune was what lie aimed at. In bis’ opening remarks he said

' t-hfl‘elu.u- was a large family, holding together as a socinl, political, and

mditial unit, through, several genemt‘.lons *“ Nation ” ongma,lly meant

-y

Dealing with _the revolt  of the servq]e. .

clang, who' were, described by Keabmg in some such terms as'the *scum

of fhe enith,” he thought that ene would hardly expect such language

from a le.uued divine, and then went on to deal with the monarchist

ideas to be found in most historical writers. In veaditig history, one who
believed in the principles of equulity, freedoin, fraternity was often

rubbed the wrong way,us mechanies and the wor kmtr classes very often’,
‘T'he clan system oy lgmally existed all -

were looked upon as.low people.

over liurope. It was still to be found among the Hindoos -The land

belonged to the village and was common ptoperby S0 also were nearly

ull'the implements of production, such as the mulls, weavers' " looms, ete.

Of course, there was private proper ty in- penbuml necewmb:et‘ such as

clothing, ete.
- Mr: O'Grady a.dwsed thoqe who wanted & demer Iiiblghf; into the
clan system' to read Sii: Henry Maine on * Bavly Institutions” and
also %ropotkms work, * Mutual Aid.”

He

unborn, as they, too, had their nghtq in the communal property just as.

much as the;others had. Bach clan held land and property in common,
and governed themselves without armies or police. It was assumed
that man was so wicked, egotistical, and predatory that he could never
live in society except. under’ the’ restraints of strong government and
drastic . criminal legislation. This may be true of our Jpresent state of
society., This state began only the other day in comparison with the,
gre&t range of history.

For thousands of years man lived i n state of’

society e&santlally Communistic, in which there wis no govemmenb but -

will of the commune.
that it might be possible to revive the commune again nmongst them.

They had been brought up in a society founded npon mdwldlmllqm,'

but the young could be educated into.the Oommum;txc idea. They

should be able to do this.
there was sure to be injustice.

Mr. O'Grady said that Ireland at one time was a nation of nations.
He enumerated various Irish clans,and dilated. uporsthe glories of ancient
These were extraordinarily populous.
"The land; tod,

Ile, would like to dvop into his hearers’ minds

‘Where thele were mlllwns of armed men

must have been intensively cultivated, Slavery led to the destruction

of these old nations.
proletariat at the bottom.' Justice and fair play should prevail. He
t;honghb that Ileland mlg‘ht ‘ot bacome austion of little nations,
When 'an empire was obllﬂ*é'gi have an army and, police, judges,

execttioners, gaolers, and the like-to ctforce het Laws, it seemed to him

We now have the classes at the top and the

~ that she was too-big. —When. the nation Wwas ng oyl and\he.xltlly there

~The f’mwnf AMovely 7,
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SOCIALISM AND ITS ENENHES

. { :

The ettacks of the Yellow Press on the Somahsm preached
to-day has rendered this service to the cause: it has shown the .
weak position held by many of the leadmg exponents en
questions affecting what may be called * basic principles.”
This is an awkward phrase, but takea as standing for what

cc@’z.ee‘@o'm

FREEDOM o w5
' tacking on. mumc:’pal management;.

~i0bedience to an

.France, 15 Centimes, . {.{(J()d government.”

Mm-c"lz , 5908,

T:nrmus]y, this compromise
" does nothing to aSsure our personal hberty as against the State. ,
“ execative commiittee’ i8- ‘Just 88 essentiz I'to
the authoritarian conceptxon of life as it is to what is called .
But we have had_ some_experience of .
executive committees; and no matter that you can elect and

re-elect, they are still afflicted with the “ never-ending audacity

of elec ted persons.’
““Jengthen the chain of our bondage, it is as certain as anything

[

And ~even if municipal cpntrol should,

can be that we shall .not have gained that economic freedom
which we all need, and which a rebolutwnary change to a
Socialist society most certalﬁl‘y implies.!

- On the other hand, we have the Anarchist, OOmmumst

contentign that property as.at present considered’ must dzsappear,

-10 be replaced by the communal ownership of all the means of

'productxen, for the benefit equally of all members of the

ave regarded as our fundamental conceptions of a new era in

“our social life, it will -perhaps be’ clear enough. -

The main points selected for attack by such papers as the
" Telegraph, the Mail, ‘and
—relation to propeity, to religion, and to the family. The defence
has heen taken up by Socialists of all shades of opinion, and -
representing all sections of the movement. H. M. Hyndman,
. Robert BlatehiordS 11 G. Wells, Bernard Shaw-—all” these have
bad something to ~ay, and their replies have been taken by the
ruling clusses, as'well as by the unenlightened masses, as repre-
sentmg the Socialist attitude towards these vital questions.
~~ Now, for
deepest and broadest conceptions, who_are revolutionists in the
reul sense, who make no compromise with political institutions,
who by explopnatlon would eud once and for all the curse-of

_“exploitation in all its forms,, the’ ﬂ.ttltude of thess défenders- e Socialist- ideas that is
“the Soci:ilist positiofFmust ha\ e’ seemed weale a,nd“vgleillatmg m. _

the extreme.
In the Fabian Tract, * What Socialism Is” (No. 4), it was

pmnted out years ago_that Socialism -was taking shape in two-

distinet schools, Colleetivishand Anarchist. “English Socialism,”
it explained, " 1s not yet Anarchist or Collectivist, not yet. definite

those of us who _understand Socialismtand its

the [Kapress have been.Socialism in

_ (]llEbllUll of equality.

community.  Many Socialists—even Social Democrats—admit
the justice of the Communist ideal, but they decline to preach it.

Why ?  Because Communism. 1mp11e% firstly, the complete expro-
priation of the capitalist thieves; and an economic equality which
State Sdcialisn by the. very nature of things denies: Ituis
1ullculous to talk .of “*the government:of the people by the
people.”.” There is only “ government of the people .by"—a.
Government. No matter from what class elected, a Government -
remains always a Govemment it has “power, it makes our ]a.ws,

“ 1t must be nhexed . o

Now perhaps we shall begin to uhdelstand why there has
heen so much -parleying. wr&h the enemies of Socialism over the
question of propelty, and “Why even good Socialists lidets
Blatclhford are d:scusung ~how much compensation the thieves
are entitled -to, and avhy Hyndman, who stands first amongst
Sotial Democmts, is' compromising ‘with. the ‘exploiters oh the -
It is because the bedrock question of all
questions is the-bolding of property, and if you are to deal with

it in 4 revolutionary spirit, you must bBe a revolutionist and he

enough in point ‘of policy to be ‘classified. There 1§ a mass of -

Socialist feeling not yet conscious of itself as-Socialism. But

“when the unconscious Socialists of England discover their position;,...

they also will probably fall into two parties : a Collectivist party
supporting a strong central administration, and a counter-
balancmg Anarchist par ty defending 1nd1v1due1 mltlatwe ‘against
the administration.” It is worth noting that in 1886, before
politics had emasculated the ideas of Social Democmts even
(Jolleetlwstq had the-decency to admit that Anarehlsts for med a

wing of the Socialist party. Soon, it would seem, there will be

none ‘but-the Anarchists left in the present confusion to defend
-a Soctalism worthy of thé name.

But now let us see how the ememies of Socialism are belng
"dealt with by its chosen defenders.
that so far this delence lms been undertaken by the, Social
Democratic,or “Right wing’
. they speak in the mme of. Socialism, and, with the exeeption of
Robert Blatclsfmd ignore the Anar chist Communists—in some

cases even denymgkl;hem the right to be included as Socialists at -

all—we are ¢ntitled, for more reasons, than one, to criticise this
defence from the Anarchist point of view. A

»c First, as to property. It is' clear that our 1deae as to the
ho‘ldmo of ‘the wealth of the community will inevitably decide
the fundamental conditions of life of any new order of society.
If it is to be transferred to the State, as the State Socialists
affirm, we shall all be subjects of that State, and all social life
will take the complexion of a State—orgamsed community. We
shall be well-drilled * citizens,’
State-paid, Stqte—regu]ated unde1 the heel of buleaucraey and
officialism.”
| Or'if we take another' view suggested by some Collectivists

who assure us that “ the government of persons will be replaced
by the admmlstiumn of things,”

local commune,” which is gilding the plll of a coereive Statethy

i

l II’. -. « .-

It must be remembered -

' of the Socialist party. - But as

members of an industrial army,

then “ the machinery of the 1
Collectivist btate will ‘consist of executive commlttees in each

‘prepared-to face the bitter antagonism ¢f the capitalist class and

the prejudices of the uneducated workers. To take up such an
attitude means to destroy all hopé of ever becoming a * Socialist”
M.P., which, unfortunately, is the way- most leaders of. bocmhsm
are gomg at the present tirie. ‘

It is the political turn which . Social Democracy has given to.
responsible for ‘the confusion in ‘which so
many  of the issues are .involved. In 1883, writing on the
“ Socialisation of the Community,” Bebel could say: ¢ The State
expires with the expiration of the rulin g class’>{ Woman,” p. 178). ™
After twenty-five years of political life, he and his followersm _-
are all for the State and reformism.: It is the same in England.

* Revolutionary ideas arve discarded in: favour of paltry measares -

suitable for Parliamentary elections; and the ruling classes are
to be soothed with the knowledge that Socialism does not mean

quuahty (Bebel has said, “It gives to all equality in the conditions

of existence ), and hetter still, that it does not necessarily imply
expropriation. without compensation. It is difficult to decide

‘which is the most disappointing spectacle—ctﬁ‘ see Hyndman
- denyiwg economic equality, or Blatchford discussing the question

take-£830,000,000 of the annual national income.
from the workers.
_theft by ‘“‘conipensating "’
that is offered up to this Moloch of m0n0poly'

of compensation with the worst exploiters of the people.

Tt is pitiful to find intelligent, advocates of Socialism te,kmg
up such illogical and (it must be said) anti- Socialist positions.
Aund if it is not, to pacify .the r uling, classes and to disavow. the
Revolution, w hy is it done? What ,shauld we cave ‘about..
Captain Jessel’s views on. himan equality ?  Or, indeed, what™
does” he and the whole gang of’ exploiters care for humamty, ;
much less equality ? - ITe and they are, by the ecoriomic position
théy maintain, those wholive by the'robbery of the workers. If
Socialisw is to end exploitation, the workers must take back all
the wealth stolen from them by thé bharbarous methods of the
feudal baron and the capitalist employer. To compensate these
thieves implies that they will still héve the privilege of exploiting ;

.otherwise of what use .would the price of thelr ‘compensation be

to therd ?

And the cruel irony of it all! Let us-take some faetso.f‘
comparatively recent history. By the year 1843 the ‘robbers had ™~
stolen in little more than a century 7,000,000 acres of common
land from the people. In face of auch a2 cnme has one the:
patience to talk about ‘ compensation”™? . |

It is known to-day that 5,000,000 people, mostly parasites,
It is stolen
Dees Socialism acknowledge this colossal-
it? And the holocaust of victims
Take the death-

vate of otir industrial centres—who is résponsible for this hideous:
homan sacrifice? The capitalist: and the system he upholds.
thll}-me compensafe him for aII the murder% of wlnch he 1s

\ PR i § i
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morally guilty ? It ddes not bear thinking of. We do'not talk:

« of revenge, but we affirm that all the exploiters who may have
to earn their livelihood in a Socialist ‘society will receive a
compensation’.ivhich never .hefore has - been—vouchsafed by

_mankind . to its oppressors. ' Tle capitalist must understand
. that the dawn of equality is the end ‘of private property.” That
is the message of true Socialism. % - o T e

S e (To be continued.) *

“The response to last month’s appeal was hardly so good as
~we'had hoped for, and we would agaih impress upon our readers
the necessity of a gubs"tantia.l increase in the contributions to the.
Guarantee Fund if 'rEEDOMN is to conti as an 8-page paper, .. : : b
- o8 g 1 o s o SRR O PAEE DAPED, ;. of every little upstart of a’petty officer, but it was adding insult

The s eceived during th ntl ..acknowledged e e :
ks ba;gk ;ﬁ];e.lecel\e duilag ithe lno&;tl'm"e,ac i -_e ge. %n bo.1njury bo classify them—the masters’ breadwinners—as so

: i & many confirmed criminals. _ _ |
| L Ce ok | | N - 77 Now it so happened that these-stokers.and sailors belonged
THE IMPRISONMENT OF JOHN: MCARA’L to a s)ciety called “ Cabntaje Nacional,” and ~to this society
- : ! -~ they*appealed for protection in the defence of their rights as
' ‘honest citizens and breadwinners. Buat tho “Cabotaje Nacional ”
was no longer its original sglf, and: could uot respond to the
men’s call. It had been started many years ago with the
object—the express object—of upholding the wen's rights; but,
a8-80 often happens in the Trade Unions.of England, it had been
‘cleverly and surreptitiously undermined_by the masters them-
themselves !

GENERAL' STRIKE IN ARGENTINE REPUBLIC,

The stokers and sailors on ‘the steamers plying bétween
Buenos Ajres, Monte Video, Rosaro, Fray Bentos, Puysandu)
aud other river ports have buen agituting  for .a strike for a
considerable time. Their grie vances were many : poor pay, bad
food, long Lours, despotic trentineunt, unseaworthy ships, aud last

- but not least, the masters hi've been .attemptiug to force a
libreta on them—rthat is, a pocket-book to be carried’ by every
-worker, coutaining his measurements, weight, finger impressions,
and photo, - g ' . F oy

This last bit of capitalistic impulence was the “last straw,”” -

for it meant bringing the nien down to the. level of })rofessional .
criminals. The wnen, as could be expected, bitterly resented -
such an outrazcous imposition. ‘They, naturally, protested that
16 was bad enough to be treated like so many dogs at the hands

—

' POLICE PERSECUTION AT BELFAST.

Comyades who read the Anarchist International Bulletiy will
have seen the briefl account of the malicious attack an McAra in
._Belfast. He had but recently gone there in search of work, and
. -his activity us.a speaker and seller- of “literature heing well
. known, it is not surprising that hie soon commenced his meetings. "
-+ The Belfast crowd, which is.noted for its “loyalty,” gave him a
" fair hearing, and eveti subscribed 0s. for him to obtain literature
"= to sell the following week. Events in Lishon induced him on
the next Sunday to refer to what every one knows to be a facts
that the King of Dortugal had- been .assassinated (not_.by
‘Anarchists) through his own folly, and that if a king is fool enough -
to try to govern as he did, by robbing the Tixchequer and |
. crushing all liberty, then he must be content to live as the
- Czar does—imprisoned in a palace and out 6F the reach of the
people, ... B ' R _
- MeAra pointed -out -that even King Edward would not be
--safe if lLe attempted to act as did Dom Carlos, and every oné "
-« kunew that his immunity from attack was not due to the
i Mvigilance” of Scotland Yard, but. to the fact that he had
never attempted to interfere witl® the liberties of. the Euglish
... 'people. which,- as

~And so when the critical fioment came, the men
found that their Union of comradeship and, as they thought,
strength had” been turned into a Union of- officialdom and
compromise. . Fortunately, however, there were more than a-
few level-headed fellows among the stokers and snilors, who
immediately understood that it were iiadness to expedt their
rights fo be properly. or honestly upheld by this, their old Union.
On the strength of _such n couviction, g letter was munediately .
published in La Protesta, &xposinyg the official poison in the
heart of the “ Cabotaje Nacional,” and calling upon all comrades
to meet at the headquarters of the Carmen’s Unpion, with the
object of stavsing a fresh Union and deciding on a-coyrse of
action. T . . ‘ )
Such & call was almost unanimously responded to by all the
men in the old Union, and especially” by those Wwho up to.then
‘had been non-Union men;” At the very first crowded meebin
a list of conditions for’ the masters was diawn up, a list which _ -
would take too much space to detail hexe, -Suffice to say ‘that ig
demanded higher wages, shorter hours, better fuod, and sea-
worthy “ ships; and a_flat refusal was given to the idea of
accepting the unjust humiliation of the Libreta. 1f these-
demands were not acceded to by the masters, a strike was to
be proclaimed. o | T e A
- I may here state that the Protesta had much to do towards:
this quick and strong organisation of the semi-scattered stokers |
and sailors ‘on river boats. And ‘the Protesta took a deep - .
interest in this organisation for two. important reasons: one,
that it had-all.along seen that this very much ill-used lot of
men weré in absolute need of unity ; and second]y, that the
time was ripe for striking a telling blow at capitalistic and
~governmental tyranny. The Protesta therefore suggested to
the Argentine Federation of Workmen that a_general strike
shonld be proclaimed, firstly, to back up the claims of the stokers
and sailors, together with -other justly dissatisfied trades, but.
principally. as a universal workmen’s protest throughout the ™
country against the Law of Fofeign Residents, and demanding
.ibs repeal. This is the law, as comrades. will recollect, which

All this was well received by the crowd,
MeAra pointed out in his defence, being so “loyal,” would have.
vesented ‘any violent attack on Royalty. He was, however,
arrested and charged.on the evidence of a police official with’
‘having said that “ he was prepared to do for King Tdward what
had been done for Carlos in Lisbon.” e

Having no friends and no ‘means of defence in Belfast, the

.. police evidence was accepted before McAra's own statement, and

-+ he was ordered to find two sureties of £20 each or to g0 to prison:
for three months. He is now serving his sentence, as it is +
impossible to obtain’ suretiés in Belfast. e writes to say he
does not ‘mind his imprissnment, but he is anxious for his wife
and three children, who are at present in Dundee. We have
opened a fund on their behalf, and shall be glad -to receive any

- lielp that comrades may send. The following sums have already
come to hand :— ; . - :

Collected -at” Bath House 8s.”61d., Issex ls. 3d., Voice of

-+ Labour Group 3s.,'J. ‘Dubois 6s., . Wess 2s. 6d.,

o W. Fraser 2s., Liverpool Direct Aétion Group 5s., Mrs..

Morris  7d., Collected by Greenboum .2s. 3d., Weckruf

Group 1s. Gd.,; Collected at a Group Meeting of the Leeds
Self-Iiducational Soeiety 3s.” 6d., Miscellapeous  6d.,
total £1 10s. 74d.; - . — .

o o e e e e e et c—— e e et T e e o e o T 6 b T e A e e

“Voice of Labour” and International Grofzp_g. ‘

was voted by Congress at twe nty-four’ hours’ notice, and which
gives the Government the power to expel an alien “undesirable”

within thirty-six hours after arrest without even the scant — -

. privilege of-a trial. This means,in other words, that the police

—in conjunction with the Minisers in office—can overrule the

Constitution of the country and~do all the hellish deeds they ..
wish with" alien workTien ‘who may commit the unspeakable e
crime of taking the platform. at some of their meetings ‘and
proclaiming that they ave men! Thisin a Republic that was
fought for and founded on democratic lines, and where there
exists universal suffrage for all native-born nales over 22 years
of age! What wonderful things the voting paper does, afid its
.unique power on behalf of the voters is every reader can fill’
“up the gap to his nwn liking. . B L
... Well, to continué-my narrative, the Argentine Federation of
Workmen ' called a meeting  of the delegates of the ‘different b
. Trade, Unions, and at this meeting -it was unanimously decided. ’
to proclaim a gencral strike for imuﬂry 10 last. “1'he gencral -

- Will take place on_ ' fu

| [}RANU - LITERARY EVENING ENTERTAINMENT
| WéQDesda.y, March i

25,

AT THE . -
Baiﬁ-h'hHouse, 96Dean Streeﬁ,, Soho,

.' In aid of the Wiféland'cﬁild‘ren’of Comrade McARA, who at
. present suflers imprisonment for our cause at Belfast, - . |

el ] . '

: ‘ 'y ‘ . - - ! o - ll' ' I ‘I " 5 ’ =
© Clomwrades and their Friends cordially inpited.  Commence at 8 p.m,
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| stri-kee;—.w.hich was not general, for reasons 1 shé.il‘ preé@hbly A

explain<lasted more or less three days. As a protest, on the
part oﬁhtha:-wo’i:kmqn against the aforementioned Law, it was an
- undoubted success; as-an end to obtain a means, it unfortu-
nately proved a failure. Bua't the proletarian of Buenos Aires has
not been disheartened at this failure ; on the coutrary, he seems
more disposed than ever to gather up all, his forces so ag, sooner
or later;, to overthrow capitalistic grééd and governmental
despotism. © So I may truly say that the army moving towards
enmucipation in this part. of the world is, to.say the least,

extremely active, and means to, attain the goal for which it is '

fighting. _ .

Now to the cauge.of the failure to ‘bring about the general
strike. For.some time past thers has been a slight split in the'
ranks of the.Workers,‘owing to disagreement between Anarchists

- and Syndicalists at last year’s Labour Congress. * The Congress
. was called by the Syndicalists with the objett; as they put.it,
of unifying the ‘forces of Labour. The Anarohists: protested
"against this action of the Syndicalists, as they .said it was quite

unnecessary—there existed already a “ Pact of Solidarity 77 .

This brought much

,abuse from the Syndicalists, which was responded to in equal
measure by the Anarchists. Evidently the Syndicalists feared

. they could not win the day by fair weans, so ‘they stoeped: to
foul-ones. They started by attempting to expel some A narchists
from -the Congress on the plea that they were net bona-fide
‘delegates.  The result .of such an anti-Anarchistic, coercive
measure you.can well imagine. 'l'o cut a long story short, the
Anarchists got 186 votes against 9 in favour of Anarchist

. signed by all the trades in. the Republic.

Coniinunism once the Social Revolution was declared by the

proletariat of the Republic.:' The Syndiculists frand themselves
'utterly beaten, and they have not ceused barki ng ever_since,

_Now let me explain “that the ‘Argentive Federation of

- Workmen was founded by Anarchists: that the Syndicalists
~have . been working hard to overthrow the Federation—or
 F.O.R. A, s it js called—by starting 4 counter Federation.

This was the eause of the failure to bring about a general strike.

The delegates gathered at. the F. O. R. A. declared unanimously
- for a general strike, the-Syndicalists refused to join; the trades

affiliated to the . Q. R. A. went out 6n strike, and those few in

sympathy with the Syndiéalists went on working. Of course,

 what with some' ill-advised trades™(to obtain @ petty. revenge)
continuing at work, with' non-Unionist bla legs, and the
- usual help given'the capitalists by thefﬁef;:kment’s soldiers
.and sailors, the strike could hardly -prove as successful as it
. wight have been. - Still, it was successful in scaring more than
afew capitalists, with the police into the bargain,
-« . Yours for the Revolution,

T ' JoaNn Warno Sairh,

i - ¥ . .

* PROPAGANDA' NOTES.

) i . . L ) -\\‘“ . : - 5
NEwCASTLE ON-TYNE,—The, one subject of discussion here is-the— cuusequeuces
: i ] H .

That is all one hears in the street: among the crowds ‘at the
- corners, and thoge who' stroll from styeet-to street. ' -We have found
- this a good. opportunity to spread our ideas, and we aré trying to
artange some open-air meetings, " o
‘Comrade Heron has given an address on “ Mutual Aid,” which
was interesting and well received. On the 29th iust. we are'ta have

strike.

John Turner down to speak at the hall of the Newcastle Socialist =

Society, 77a Blackett Street; at 8 p.m.  Subject: "f'WhéE Anarchism

‘Really Means.”

i i
Y X e — rasms

s BURNLEY.':—Thelt;e is no group ‘formed here as yet, but there are
- some avowed -Anarchists, and many who are interested in our literature,
A comrade who has been in the habitof selling FREEDOM and pamphle
" ab the 8.D.F. Club has -had a rather rude experience of what Socia
- Democratic * liberty ” amounts to. His case was. brought before t
‘commibtes, and it is understood they decided that he would have
wait till we had Socialism before he could~be allowed to sell.in the
club!  He, however,
~ where, fortunately for liberty, Social
- succeeded very well.

Democracy has no power/—and
o B,
_ _ | Group Not:ce, | :

~ The Newcastle-on-Tyne International Ana chist Commuynist Group
hold their meetings anil  lectures: every Wednesday at/ 8 p.m. in
71 Cookson Street. ‘ ' (R '

. Published 'by Emma Gorpman, W
Offices : 210 East 13th Street, New York City, U.8.A. *

Can be obtained from FrEgpom Office.  6d. monthly, post-free 7d.
1 ' - Back numbers supplied. e o
: ' "Specimen’copy sént-on receipt of 1d. stamnp.
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Spain.. . _ - SR S Sy B
’ Surrounded by the life and activities of the twentieth

" bub it is known that

- H. Rusiv. "

- cduntry.

atnounced his intention -of selling- outsjde——

Y/
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- INTERNATIONAL NOTES,

Franece. . = ‘ : - :
~ The situation in.France should be closely whtched by
gropa.gandists are being

Co

b )

1"'-a

English comradés: The Antimilitarigs
biterly -persecuted by Clemenceau an
prison, as are also Alnfeyreda and “Merle,
paper La'Guerre Sociale.
whether quickly or slowly does hot'matter ; it will grow.

all 'of that excellent

who were singled out for prosecution by ths Government were
acquitted after having been tried for signing an appeal to the
soldiery not to fire on the workers in time of strikes. Whether,
or nob this is to be taken as a bona-fide reply to the Govern-
ment’s attitude towards the Syndicalist movement is not easy to
militarists of La Guerre Sociale. . o G e
On every hand France is préparing for extraordidary develop-

. Hervé is again in .
The idea,-however, is spreading— -

The twelve comrades of the General Confederation of Labour

~ decide in view of the brutal sentences passed on the Anti-

‘ments, and even'the capitalists fes! thas something may happen .

in the near future,
-All revolutionists lovk to France to
for mankind. LT T : s

perhaps not.alfogether to their advantage!
lead in another great effort -

c'entury, and suffering the persecution and, torments of the days

of -the Inquisition—that is the
comrades of Barcelona.

fate that has'fallen’ upon our.

Writing on. January 10 from the prison of 'B'a-rc'e;lrph&;..;a-‘
comrade sends to the-Bulletin -de I'Internationale Anarchiste an.'i

account of things happening there that rvecall. the doings of a

Torquemwada.

for laying hands on all whom. their spite aud su

even as Spain offers to the

The agents-provocateur have played the game of -
bomb outrages to such an extemt’ that ‘they have fpund.excuses.
picion. have .
marked.as their prey.—.T'he homes of the Anarchist comrades
- have been brutally raided, papers and” letters seized, comrades -
arrested and thrown into prison, whefe they remain, tormented =
by vermin, sleeping on the bare ground; with the worst of food ..
“'and not enough t6 stave off the p

Kgs' of hunger, half dead- with __:
. cold, and no hope of a trial, suc a

victims of the priestly réactigists. ' Meanwhile their families - -

remain in uttér_mj_gex_‘y and s
friends of liberty %o raise
.anomaly—the Spanish In

pense.. So, once again we ask all

1sition in the twentieth century.

Porfugal. - = J
~ Very little news 1
1€ whole political régime is changed since
“the assassination of /Carlos. The barefaced thieving of Franco

“tubional guoarantges are restored, and a general amuesty. of-all
“polikical priso

inaccord wi 3
gained “in the past. by the .most bloody an
should express' holy horror at the revolutionary, action of the
Portuguese rightly struggling to be free. .. TR

e i

1ttle piece of news from Switz'é;yl_é.nd_ has much signiﬁca_.nf:'e.
abour Leader, in reviewing Lloyd’s book on the Swiss
ocracy, has been lauding the democratic institutions of that

nlighten.their readers as to how these institutions are used in

- for'Russian political réfugees has been. signed away by these
democ:-a‘.hts'; so democracy and despotism are hand and glovg.
And we have not forgotten Millerand—the Social Democrat—
-with his love for ‘the Czar. Secondly, by'a trick in the use of
the Referendum, the authoritiés in Berne have thanaged to
Squeeze throngh a law against the strike, which the Voiz du

rs will-shortly be proclaimed. - Such “are the ;
‘a violent end to a stupidly selfish tyrant. It is -
HKunglish hypoorisy that those whe njoy liberties..
rutal struggles -

heir voices agninst that hideous

allowed to filter thlroﬁgh from Liébon,

~~—Dhas given place to/a reformed financial administration, consti-

k)

In view of the situation, perhaps they will now -

. Peuple of Paris says is an attempt to suppress the, right of -

the interest of the-workers. Firstly, then, the right of ‘asylum' =

Labour to combine. Vive lg Bepublique!  Vive 1'Btat Demo- |

cratique! -Is it not encouraging-for the future, when we may
be uuder the heel of .Burns or of John Ward, the brate -who
‘discusses the best weapons for shooting strikers ?- And there
are others of his kidney. ol : ' -

- Japan. , ; :

From Japan 'E:o;nes news of thedbfiifibe formation of a Land

~ Restoratinn Society, which has headduarters at No. 1, Maziwa-
. machi; Shitaya-Ku, Tokyo.
' Twople the equal r

Its objech is “to restore to the

i}
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ight to the Jand, and thereby secure to every |
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‘jndividual the foundation of a free and independent life.”” In.
the “ Declaration” we read the follo wing, which- reminds us 80
muék of conditions at home. . Speaking of the conditi¢n of the
people, it says:—“They are compelled to subwmit to the power
of the lanidlords and bear the heavy burdens, or to crowd into
-the towns; and” lower wages by campetition, or separated fromn’ .
their families to wander from place to place. . . . . Let politics
~ and laws be ever so much improved, and the means of production -
and, utility developed, yet if the present dystem of landlordisin .
- be not abnlished, and the true foundation’s of equality, by
» granting to all their natural right to the use of the land, be not
‘pstablished, the people will saffer under their enslaved conditions
for ever.,” . : S
_ Our.Japanese comrades are displaying as much intelligence
. as courage and determiuation in their propaganda. :

~Australia. . - -

- Here in Broken Hill are at present 2,000 miners, trackers,.
eto., out-of fwork, —1t means.starvation and ‘misery, at a time
" when the workers and their families should have all the comfort

they possibly can'ket, as the thermometer points to 100 and even .

110 degrees in the shade. % |
. The recent crisis over in’' America: is even felt here in
Broken Hill. Leéad, zinc, ete., went down in price, hence- the
slackening of hands. * I fact, all over Australia starvation is
prevalent. - e _
.5 Mr. Keir Hardie,- by the invitation of the Barrier Social
+ Democratic Club," paid us a flyiiig visit: He was accorded a
- public reception, and- after they had gone through the farce of
‘welcoming ‘the great politigal -battler, he addressed the people of
Broken Hill at the Hippodrome. - _ |
He outlined the form of Socialism he wants, and said that 1t
:was not opposed to religion, that-he was a Christian himself,
that be-would bring it about. without blondshed, and that if the
workers would only stick togethier and vote for the right men
for Parliament.then things would be all right. At times 1t
seemed as if Keir Hardie ventured too far into boisterous water,
but becoming aware of its dangers, and not being a good
swimmer, he struck out for the calm agaiu, and there he stuck.
""" He gave:us a little of Scotch history, and how, thé puor
' peasants weré' driven from- the-land. which their fathers, and
graudfathers alveady had in. théir possession, incidents which
_ were quite encugh to call forth a rebellious spirit in the audience;
but he smoothed it down awd told ug that all will be squared in
Parliament.. - After spgaking for an hour and a balf about
~ «nothing 'in'pa,l'ticula,r,f,[fe left. by the night express for Ballarat,
where he gave a similar pérfurmance, and so on. But I counld
‘not help wondering whether-he really-wss the great Keir
~ Hardie, or only the shadow of the genunine one they are making
__so much fuss about in the capitalist press. 5 S
~_ ~About three.weeks ago. Tom Mann came to the Hill ; he
. “algo received a public -reception. (By the way, I wonder.
 whether they would “accord a “public welcome to Comrade
< Fleiing, or any other advocate of Anarchism.) I had never
heard Tom “Mann before, but his frank_manner struck: me
. considerably. That Tom can’t work himself up to Anarchist
“Gommunism i§ a pity. He is still a mixture of politicidn and
" direct actionist. . :He does not believe'in the present forur of
~(capitalistic governments, but wants local ‘governments instead
+'(officialism). He.has done some good while here in Broken Hill.
He formed a Socialist Sanday Séhool, and envolled 38 pupils.

‘Many. a miner has had his eyes opened by Tom Mann’s announce-

ment that electioneering will help them but’ little, and, that they
had to bring it about -themselves by combining political with
direct action. Here is where Tom didn’t come to thé point .
in denouncing Parliament altogether. . Notwithstanding his
lack of comprehension in various natters, it was a treat b

listen to Him; but what I niissed was a:dispussion—ﬁe‘-diﬁ-“

all the talking himself. = . .

i. .

" conceptions of law and order held by Chief Shippy, if the quotations in

—

i b | . . b »
assailant has not been identified ‘as an Anarchist. * The truth
is, all progressive and advanced individuals and societies arc
up in arms against the police methods, which are used to support-
all the capitalist corruption of the Jungle City_and crush
popular liberties. To prove this, we quote the following letter |
sent by - the editor' of To-Morrow tn the Chicago ‘I'ribune. %
(To-Morrow is pobt an Auarchist’ joarnal,. bgt an advanced
sociological magazive.) He writes :-— a @
" } . February 4, 1908.
Desx Sir,—Referring to your ©“ Red Peril Again” article in
to-day’s 7'ribune, I desive to point out the close analogy between the

the 7»ibune are true, and by the late Premier Franco of Portugnl, to |
whose methods of suppression and conceptions of -force rule are dwectly

,, blamed 'the-assassina_tiqn of King Carlos and the Prince. ._
- Uprisings, defiance’ of the law, are made of the same material,
~whether in grammar schools, in boards of 'bank directors, in muhnicipal

‘governments, or in the'conduct of the monarchies of Europe; and the
same psychologicul canditions that will bring about "upheaval, rebellion, *
“ anarchism” in one will bring it about in the others, and, conversely, :
the same procedare that will eliminate the tendency to.destray iu one -
will do it in all. - et t Bl g O .
History is prolific in instances-fo prove thiit it is never the |
 Populace,” buf always the attitude of the enthroned powers that has
fanned revolution:into a flame, and thie law holds good in that even
intellectual, social, and economic progress is not so much the iesult of -
what, reformers. do as the effeet produced by.the naive performances of
.those who enjoy privilege ahn_é? are permitted to confinue with their
abuses merely because it 1 * custom.” e it :
“I'hose who are posted know that. here in . Chicago there isno- _ .
menace of the *“Red Peril,” except the menace results from the mental
attitude of Chief Shippy, whose very fear -that,there will be a meeting -
_of a.few independent spirits who might criticise drastically not only
the abuses that surround us on every. side, but algo the orders from a . -

- chief of police which, under a subterfuge, are. in "divect contradiction of

personal liberty and free speech guaranteed under our Consbibubipn: ..

' I am no prophet, but to a certainty thei® will very shortly be at
the polls; if not otherwise, a rebuke administered -to all Aweritan
officials who adopt Russian and Portuguese methods of muzzling the v
protests of ‘an abused class.’ : o Parxew H. SERcoMBE.

Canada. i . i T T :

" The secretary of the Workers’ Friend Group of Montreal
writes:—“ We had a largely attended English” meeting on
February 16, addressed by our.comrade Emma Goldwan, the
subject being ¢ The Relation "of T'rade Unionism to. Anarchism.”

‘We sold a good many. of-the Freenox pamphlets, which shows, 4
‘that wé are succeeding in the KEnglish propaganda. Grecbings - -
from all the comrades.” - -~ -. B

—
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-  DEBATE. AT BATTERSEA.

Those who weré fortunate enough to be at Labirsham = -
‘Heuse, 134 Higli Street, Battersea, on Sunday, I'ebruary 23rd,
had ay interesting: and pleasant experience in hearing the
- Anarchist position debated’ by two such able opponents as our
comrade N. Walter and J. Fitzgerald, of the Socialist Party of

- Great: Britain. . Comrade Walter defended-—our position in a

masterly way, and in spite of all the manoeuvres of his opponenb_. _.
he certainly showed very clearly the scientific:basis of our ideal. —
The numerous Anarchists “who were present were enthusinstic
gt our comrdde’s success. It is unfortunate that such av able
‘sxponent'is not more often in the field. . . = 4
 Comrade - Walter, who opened, the debate, alluded to.the
‘mistaken conceptions of Anarchism. Countrary to. the idgas of
many, it is not opposed to Socialism ;- he insisteéd tbat’ he spoke

as a Socialist and an. Anarchist.” He reminded his opponent of
the pernicious influence of- politics ; how Socialism had hecome .
less revolutionary as a consequence of the use of political
methods. Success had paralysed parties, and the S.P.G.B. might
become victims of it also. _For success meant compromise, and

Altogether, in another year or so the Australian Labour that meant the sacrifice of principles. .In asking himto debate

movement will be as good as any wellwisher desires it to be.

Great splits for the better have already taken place, which will

bring it mearer and nearer the reali¥ation of its aims. '
January 19. ' ' . B. P. HONICKE,

©~ The unemployed problem is agsuming extraordinary develop-
~ ments. At the present moment, however, the centre of interest.
~ is Chicago, where a brutal and organised attack on the
" Anarchists by the police may lead at any moment to events
similar to those of 1886. Already the tactics of the brute
Shippy, chief of police, .have brought about "an attempt at his
assassination, although, in spite of the vicious perversion of
facts | indulged in by the Daily News correspondent, the

~ United States. o | ' |

B
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‘on “Anarchisim versus Soptalism” they proved they had not .
grasped the situation.. While Anarchists appreciate the evil
influence of monopoly and éxploitation, they understand that
authority and government are the mainstay of “the present:
system.. We Anarchists, he said, are Socialists, but we negate’
all authority. He then pointed out that the debate was really a
question of Anarchism versus Democracy. He also dealt with -
the question of organisation -without authority,’and gave an
example of this in the lifo of the Redskins. Social Democrats do

' not understand- how this is possible, and claim that their State

would be different “to- the ‘capitalist State. Then he spoke of
the fallacies of man-made law and inajority rule—how 1llogical
it is to suppose that any question can be decided by a majority.
Man is a social animal, and he can orgauise on the basisof need. - .-



T

“imapossible to do justice to his eloquent expos

-in which his opponent had explained his position. But still, ke

~implied authority,. He knew of only one logical Anarchist,

e . E . % C . .7 - -peEEDOM. . P SR March, 1908.
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. Bxpertence of things acts as a guide, and in order/to secure the INOW Ready.

greatest happiness. customs- and habits have evolved which _. i

.- '::L 131:;:"365;:);:::}. ré']at%i“o.l?ship, but th;e.i;? influence is nnt blqae?.i cm_'. B A éIS OI{: “TRAT]H)EE UNIONISM‘

This is a briel summary of our comrade’s remarks, but it 1s . , . ]
ition of Anarchism ., By EMILE POUGET,. . -
when one has to rely solely upon memory. S o . - Prevch Generdl Confederation of Labour.

...dp replying, J. Fitzgerald spoke of the satisfactory mamhet ' - T -

30 e poattion,  Dubat] 0 ice 1d., post-free 13d.

argued, you- could not have organisation without' authority of ; ; - Frice sk 5
i : o s ot LT ] : : LR A = - . B
sr;_mg FOL0. Nﬁne gf the A.n-a'rchhl Hi{"wrltr.;_ers, ;ﬂbh _ Il-h_e .e-xlce-p viod. This pamphlet explains the puinciples on which all Trade Union
r” Stirner, fq owed out bh?“ t eories to their logica : 18S0€.  ofort is based, and “advocates Regvolutionary Direct Action instead of
They sooner or later gave expression to statements ‘which Parliamentary action, the fallacy of which it exposes. It should sell
well amongst Trade Uniouists. : .

Stirner, who recognised that to postulate any form of organiss. - . - | . 3L
tion was to sacrifice’ his Anarchist; theory. To prove his point, S e e o Onmloken Street, Loudon, N.W..
- Fitagevald “quoted a lengthy extract from Stirner’s writings, - - ., - -- . —t i, !
‘He (Fitzgerald) cared not what you called it, to organise for : HENDERSONS, o g
«production on a basis of need, as. Comrade Walter laid down, 66 CHARING' CROSS ROAD, LONDON, Wd .
was admitting apthority, the authority of necessity (1) The .~ oo It e : Litos ’t’ B
Anarchist objected to man-made ldw, but did nnt negate ths ¥ :ﬁ'r_ l_.P&eyo - 1o.na.ry T R Rk
auphority of natural law. With regard to thego-operation of ~  Socialist, Labour, Rationalist, and all Advanced
individuals, where agreement existed the issue was clear. But g Thought Books and Periodicals.

‘which several comrades took part, Fitzgerald and Waltey

‘replying to the various points raised.

who, he asked, was to decide in the evént_ of disagreement f , This = Pubdlisking Office of “ The Déadly Parallel,” Price 1d,
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question demanded a definité ahswer, R
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