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Practice better than Polities.

" .. The Vacant Land Oul'tiir'atidh‘,So'ciety,,WhiCh’Ml". Joseph Fels ...

bas done so much to initiate, is achieving a vemarkable success
in bringing the landless man to the labourless' land; and 18

-~ showing what tlie nation.might gain by this direct and simple
- process... The London County Council and some of the Borough'

Council$ have lent the land, the Society providing seeds, plants
and -tools, and .a little necessary .instruction. Now let us see’
-what can De done, given fair conditions, by the unemployed

whom we are constantly told are mostly unemployable, and
+ . whom- Mr. Jobn. Burns loves to deride  as “wasters” and

- ne'er-do-wells. On_wretched plots of waste land, the very

“appearance of which would break the heart of a pioneer-of the
Western, States, these despised victims of our social system-have

produced crops to the value of £330 and even £60- per dcre...,
- Besides this, and ‘even'of more importance, is the fact, voucled

. for by the Society, that the morale of the cultivators has greatly

- improved. After all, it is only what any one with™a grain of.

common: sense-1ifight-expect, and proves that the *“ dreams ” of
the Aparchists ‘would be *
~ these obstacles it would he very siuple to provide food for
all. And then,
bread.” - S .

‘Health and .Wéalth. R
There are 16,000,000 seres of

cultivable- Iand, ying idle here

~in England, and if we take ‘the lowest estimite of £30 per acre
as value produced, it is clear that there is a possibility of a

~ retuxn of between four and five hundred: millions per annum if
" these were put, into cultivation. Wé will not attempt to estimate
the number of persons who might be employed ‘on the land, but
- it is quite evident that somiething’ more than the unemploved
problem would be solved ifisuch a state of things existed.
Co-operation would rapidly develop amongst these agricultural
communities, fendalism would disappear, and the socialjsation of
. wealth would begin_ independently of the State.” No wonder,
then, that-Parliament does nothing to help these movements

“forward, anmd that the Iabour Party has- nothing to show.-.
_wequalling in importance the work of this' voluntary assoeiation. -
. Tolitics are a hindrance, while direct economic action shows:

the way.. N
A .Character ¢ Stained.” e |
~Joshua Pollard, who was charged with robhing a gas-meter
- to buy food, told his tale of misery to Mr. Chester Jones gt the
Thames P’olice Court. 1lis wife, he said; ivas nearly dropping to

the ground through hunger, and one poor child, nearly blind,

kept crying .fow food. He was out of work. IHe had tried to
“borrow money and failed. Five weeks' rent was owing, and the
landlord “was threatening. So he took 2s. ld. from the gas-
meter for food, and was arrested<vi"his own confession, The
* police said his story was genuine and his character satisfactory.
Now the significance of the case lies in this: llere is a man of
good character who cannot find work. . He owes rent, and his
wife and child, are starving. The only ieans to fulfil his
“duty” to find them in 'food ave in the gas-meter. Ile saves
them ' from starvation, and AMr. Chester. Jones tells him-he has
“ stained his character.” It seems impossible to please every-
body! We should have thiought the lives of his wife and ¢hild
came before the 2s. 1d. of the gas company ; we think even that
.a “society ” that cannot:find honest work. for. a.man of good

" character not.only owes him more than he has taken from if,

but stands self-condemned by the 'very fact of Lis position, and

ig itself stained as a criminal. But Mr. Chester Jones administers

~~the law; and the-law knows nothing of huymanity.
. . ‘ W o, .
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| be *yery substantial realities if property’
and government did ppt bar the wiay., For it shows that without.

‘as we Know!“Bread 'is freedouis freedony

- .

.~ Side'by side with the case of Dollard sta1ids' the report of a

- meeting of the Trades Council of Birmingham. There it was
" stated that land originally “stolen from the people ”’ was needed
for a school, and that the owners demanded a price equivalent to ~
The Education Committee, being helpless,

£2120 per, qers:,

‘had paid. -~ Now those who robbed £he community to this shame- |

starves ‘poor Tollard.  'Will Mr. Chester
epithet to apply to these high-class thieves ?

Briand’s Little.Joke., =~ ., - .

quick-change artists, but. the following cutting from the eily
“New:contains many-pointd which malke it worth reprinting :—-
-~ “Asingular and amusing example of ‘the irony of the world
has bee _ ‘ _ v
of the Seine.. M. Viguaud, manager'of La 1 oie d.u..Pe-?‘.rple, the

- shoot down - their fellow countrymen. - The -article in question,

- DPoliticians frequently  give exhibitions of their ability as-

less extent are probably res]pectéd -pillars of the “society ” that
il Jones tell. us what

;o 1

drgan of the celebrated ‘Fédération du Cravail, has been tried for
_ ppblishing an article inciting soldiers to refuse to fire. when
.ordered to do so by their officers, especially when called upon to,

been given to-day [August 30] by a jury at the Assize Court .~

~which was violently antimilitarist in tone, appeared ten months . -

ago, and was
elsewhere,

- 1

“It first appedréd_fn*l{)()('), over the signa,ture of a well-known

journalist, but no proceedings were instituted either against the

" author or the publigher. Two years Jater the same article was

reprinted word for word in a provincial paper at Auxerre. - This

- timehoth anthor and publisher wereprgrncuted. Their advocat,
however, an exceptionally eloquent young' man, got them off on

- the
hgfhane and enlightened Republic: . * - | S

- “ Bat to-day the jury of the Seire sentenced M. Vignaud to a

> general ground thatito punish them for an honest expréssion,
of?‘%pinion would be an act of capricious tyranny unworthy of . -

-exhibited at the military. barracks in Daris and

veatr’s imprisonment and- a fine of 1,500 francs (£60). The

eloguent advocate of Auxerre was none other than M. Briand,
who is now Prime Minister.”  , - B
M. Briand has a richer client ndw.” ' '

‘Art and Authority.

made perfectly clear by the Commission of Ihguiry in its

Whatever may be said about the Censor, one thing has heen

examination of witnesses, namely, that in spite of all the fuss

. and bother, At has nothing to do with the questions at issue.

. There are two points to he considered.  Fhst, that in the

"interests of all the crass stupidity, and, one must add, hypoerisy
of bourgeois morality, officialism would control'what the drama

shall have t'8a§ to the people. And secondly, that the fashion-

thiey can run the drama on a profitable. hasis. That is all. . S0
we come back to the good old English maxims of the practical

man : “Art’be damned!  Does it pay?” “Business is husiness,”

-ete.. Those wretched inanities that please the British public,
- and! which, ave tod sickly to be downright immoral, are just the
‘sort of fare the C'ensor and, his friends want to‘provide us with.

¢

[iverything -ig varnished vulgarity or ¢ goody-goody ” make- '

believe; and dramatic art is dead. At present the Censor is a
laughing-stock. [le will only be a serious obstacle when Art

revives. : B

~_-KROPOTKIN'S MOST - FASCINATING WORK.

Having secured 4 large number of ¢opies of

MEMOIRS of a REYOLUTIONIST |

‘- We are now offering them at the wonderfully
N 2s., postage Ad. N
hound in «cloth,” with Portrait: .

low price of -

500 pages, well

Orders, with cash, to Managér, 127 Ossulston Street, London, N.W. _v', 3
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~able theatre managers shall have asystem of licensing wherehy -
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| Anarchism af present is passing through a period of self- crushgd under a heavy burden of taxation of £5 15s. per head,
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~ _EVOLUTION OF ANARCHISM.

By ‘'W. TCHERKESOVF,

examination and inquiry into the fundamental 'principles and

 tactics of agitation and struggle. - A series of critical articles

- Battaglia, was reprinted.in last month’s Frugpom. Our comride
.. Kropotkin is also ‘dealing; with .the same questioti in the
- Nouveauw and in the Russian Anarchist review. -

has appeared in-the Anarchist press of all languages. © One of-

“these, “The Moral Factor in ~Anarchy,” translated from La

Temps
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RS Every scientific and social teaching, with time and practice,
" 18 compelled to undergo a certain modification in conformity

with experience and fresh discoveries. It is quite natural that

[.

FREEDOM.

~ our social conceptions, formulated over: thirty "years ago -as an

ideal of human progress -and well-being,
‘the same process of evolution. e e ‘ .
.. Modern revolutionary Anarchist Cotnmunism—tHis Anarchism
which has shaken all Buropean State and capitalist institutions,.

should be subject to

Rl Rl

and provoked from the Governments and bourgeoisie such hatred

and persecution—is an outcome, or; to speak more exactly, the
contifuation of the great International Working Men’s: Associa-

" - tin. This organisation, -which éxisted from 1862 to 1870,

1

* .« “The State,” said:Spencer, the philosoplier of &volntion, “is -
. as useless a supetstition as Papacy and the almighty -Catholic *
- .Churchi in medieval times.” - .2l.. R
‘ Gos says the great evolutionist historian j -
- Buckle, “is that which destroys most of the existing‘laws-amds

O institdbions” . . .. - D = |

Y

_and other deistic superstitions.:

~ 3

th 1:/’1};1 the statutes it should be stated that the ‘economic and . ~
« . sbcial emancipation must be the

- “democracy as expressed by the Internabional. The greab ...

1

.themselves.

¢

~ week of 1871,

““reflected all the great generalisations and aspirations of natiral

science and democracy of that remarkable epoch of modern
civilisation. ~Evolutionary 'philssophy triumphantly . banighed

from thé physical world, as well as from human $gciety, the. se i - tactics of |
K - ¢ strikes, Direct Action, the,General Strike, and: Syndicalism. . -

principle of authority and 'supernatural forces.

|

“The best Government,”

-+

.- “The individual in

his actions inferfere with the liberty of others”
~One of the wmost talented amongst those .
M. Guyau,

Sanction.”

philosophers,

‘formulated at the end;®f his life, as a motto

movement, “ Ni Dieu, Ni Maitre” . 7
~ The famous naturalists of that period, Da

others, eliminated from the life of Nature the-éxistence of a God

I?Or ‘the popular-

On the other side, the '&emoc'r'_acl

published in 1862 a Manifes
without econpmic and

‘When“on the initiative of 'French.workers sap-

ported by English Un: | wa
drganiseg/aﬁ%nng those who elaborated, ‘the statutes were
Varlin-dnd Caesar de Pape. The first, with Tolin,. insisted

great aim of the workin

classes to which all.political ‘action musf be subordinated. And

Caesar de Pape in his famous lecture published in 1863 hailed - .
_police, the bourgeois

Anarchism with the words: ¢ O, Anarchy, liberator of huwanity,
may your reign sopn arrive!” . | .o B |

"The first Congress of the | ;
1866. to consider the statutes; but already at the second, the
first real working Congress at- Lausanne in 1807, militarism and
war formed the subject of discussion, and it was unanimously
decided that il case of war the Interhational should declate a
general strike in order to paralyse it. |

o ‘ .

At the following Congress the Jand question was discussed,

“and thie resolutiqn declared that the land with all its riches and -
all means of production must be converted into collective property. .
~ Thus the Collectivism of Fourier’s schoolgo brilljantly developed

organisation. 5il
, & # W £ &3

L

. Suathy {n_short; yere the generalisations of science and

Association, initiated and developed mostly by French workers,
was practically crushed when the Parisian proletariat and the

French Internationalists were massacred duting the bloody May"
Germany, triwmphing -on the bastlefield, now
- took the lead of a general political, scientific, and sociul reaction. .+

: ' . .
; o . . .- -

_ soq'i.ééy,”' cdnc‘l'ud‘es Mill, the” inaderate
social thinker of the same school, “ must enjoy full liberty unless -
formulatéd. ‘f'Mdde_rn' Morality without Obligation or"

' - The grﬁaﬁ;méi-t}’rs Of ‘Fr.e‘nch democracy, Auguste Blanqui,
.‘H_'ni Lyell, and.

| cy-in France, that country-of -
~the Great Revolution and continital political and social agitation,
'ﬁlgaf/rg‘e‘f‘fllaring, that political equality -

10 y’ equality is mere humbug, and that -

he ema.ncipatior;;é‘/th “workers must be the work of the workers ..

Trade Unionists ‘the Interhational “was,

‘Association was held at Geneva in "

by Pequeur and Vidal, was adopted as a mode of fubu}-e social -

’ Septémbef, 1909;

Germany with its mediaeval class,organisation, never having

Thad a-.grea‘t revolution or a really revohltio;aa‘ry_l struggle as in
Holland, Eogland, and France; this Germany, cons

‘ sisting of
thirty-six petty despotic States,-where the working classes and
the peasantry have not.even Constitutional rights.and are

3

now began to impose its will on Burope.

/

‘This- reactionary influence "of despotism and militarism
iptimidated the great moderate majority amongst scientific and.

social tﬁinkers.*]?’reséirving the, former English and French
terminology, they adopted the :o0ld dialectics dnd metaphysics
‘instead of- inductive revolutionary philosophy. - Instead of the-
* . principle of the Internationsl, “ that economic and social eman-

cipation-must. be the great aim of . the working classes,”
political amd leghl tagtics were extolled, and the idea of a general
strike and a revolutionary struggle were condemned; and- in
place of the great motto, “the socip) emancipation of the working
classes must be the'work of the warkers themselves,” was, sub-
stituted the bourgeois-Radical “reforms by the State.” This
corrupted moderantism of philosophy and Socialism was adopted

by the German Social Democracy, '

. The Anarchists, then -kndvwn as Federalists, stuck to-the
original principles  and statutes of the great Assbciation.. The
division of the International was complete. During the years
froth 1871 till 1881 they passed under-the:name of Anarchist-
Collectivists, and it was only at the Congress of the Fédération

- Jurassienne at Chaux-de-Fonds in 1880 that they proclaimed

bhemsélves, Communists. "From the ,mofto, “the social and
economic emancipation must be the work of the workers them-
selves;”” we have..diawn our tactics of economic' struggle by

~ In conformity with the above-mentioned antimilitarist
resolution at-the Lausanne Congress, we' Anarchists began, our,
propaganda of antimilitarism and antipatriotism.. It is well
known amongst the French workers, who have brought Direct
Acfion and Syndicalism to such a._splendid’ development, that
from the regeneration of the Labour movement in Frahce after
the Commupne, at the Labour Cengresses at Marseilles in - 1879,
in Havre, 1880, etc., all the reportsurging the economicstruggle .

~and Direct Action were presented by our Anarchist comrades.
.-, But the State and the capitalists did not fail to begin a most

atrocioug..persecution 'in Framce,Spain and Italy. Prbcesses

“with condemnations for five years and more were falling on our

comrades one after the other. The Lyons, St. Etienne, Monceau-

les-Mines, and Levallois-Perret trials :in France, the Mano -

Negra prosecution in Spain, and Il Malfetori process in Itgly,
clatmed hundreds and thousands of victims amongst the workers.
The police and employers started that abominable form of perse-
cution, the black list, and it was made impossible for hundreds.
and hundreds of our comrades, often the best workers in their
trade, to find work. R T L SR FE 4
Then, and only then, the most energetic and bold amongst
the ‘Anarchist youth armed theiselves with dagger; revolver
and bomb. - Police spies, ministers, presidents, and crowned

heads fell by their hand. Exceptionallaws declared Anarchists

outlaws, & special International Anti-Aharchist Convention was
held in Rome, a special international Anti-Anarchist polite was -
organised. e - o ‘

Nevertheless Anarchism and Anarchists had gaiﬁed the{'r

place, ig, modern Burope. This struggle had left on the masses

the impression that Anarchism means only and exdlusively
bombs- and outrages, which, idea was carefully fostered by the
press, and all social zefermers aspiring to.
Parliament and power. e o .

| But every impartial man will sée from our short sketch that -
Anarchidm is a synthesis, an embodiment of the best side of the
Socialist teachings of the.founders of Socialism in France and
Hpgland, as w&ll as of the great generalisations of modern in-
ductive science.* The principles and tactics of the great Inter-
national have been preserded , and modern antipatriotism and

SR

‘antimilitarism, and Anti-Parliamentary Revolutionary Syndi-

calism, Wit;kg*-its Direct Action and the Geﬁeral Strike as means
of -social emancipation, have been conceived, developed and
propagated hy Communist Anarchists,

. (To be continued next month.)

% As show-xri'iﬁEIisée'Reélus’ Y, Homme ot la.’l‘crre,”land'%’. Krgpotkin’s

‘“Mutual Aid" aud *‘ Modern Science and Anarchism.”
\ ———
| ANARCHISM..
By Dxz. Paur Evrrzeacuer. & Translated by S. T. Byingrox.
| Y Witk Sie Poitraits. |
6+. 6. net ; postage 4d. extra,
TreEpou (ffice, 127 Ossulston Street, London, N.W. -
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'G. K. Chesterton.on Liberty and the Vole.,
o e . LIBERTY. - S
The mere love: of liberty has mever been at d lower ebly in
Lingland than it lias been for the last twenty years. Never
before has it heen so'easy to slip small Bills through Parliament -
. for the purpose of locking people up. Never before was it so casy
‘to silence awkward questions, or {o protect high-placed officials.
“Two hundred years ago™we turned out the Stuarts rather than
endanger the Habeas Corpus Act. Two years ago we abolished
- the Habeas Corpus Act rather than turn out the Home Secretary.
~ We passed a law (which is now in force) that an:Iinglishman’s
- punishment shall not depend upon Judge and juiy, butcapon
- the Goveinors and gaolers who kave got hold of him. But this
is not the only case. The scorn of liberty is in the air. ‘A

newspaper.is seized by the police in Trafalgar-square without a

word .of. accusationor explanation. The lome Secretary.says
- that:in his opinion the police;are very mice people; and there is

“an end of the matter. A mgmber of Parliameént dttempts to
s he' must not eriticise a

criticise & peerage. . The Speaker say
- peerage, and there the-matter dvops. =
. Political~ liberty, let us-rTepeat, consists in- the power of
_criticising those flexible parts of the State which copstantly
- require reconsideration, yot the hasis but the machinery. In
‘plainer words, it means the power of saying ‘the -sort of things,,
that a decent but' discontented  citizen - wants to say. * He does

bt want to §pition the Bible, or to'run ‘about_without-clothes, or

‘to read the worst page'in: Zola from -the pulpit of St. Paul’s.

" “Therefqre the forbidding of these things (whether just or not) is’ .
only tyrahny in a secondary and special sepse. It restrains the - -

-abnormal not the nérmal-man. Byt the normal man; the decent
discontented. titizén, does ‘want-to protest against unfair law

" Courts. e does.want:t6 expose -brutalities' -of the police.

He does want_to‘ make game of ~’a vulgar pawnbroker

who is made a Peer: He does want phblicly to warn people

. against unscrupulous capitalists and suspicious fingnce. If- he
~istun in for doing this (as he will be) he does wantto proclaim
~the” character or known prejudices of the Magistrate who tries
him. - If he is sent.to prison (as he will he) Lhe does want to
have a ‘clear and civilised sentence, telling him when he will

come out. - And these dre literally and exactly the things that

‘he.now cannot get. That is the almost. cloying' humour of the
 present situation., I can say "abnormal things in modern.
.- magazines: It is 'the normal things that T am not allowed to
. say. I can.write in some solemn quarterly an elaborate article

explaining ‘that God is the devil; I-can wiite in some cultured
- weekly an aesthetic fancy describing how I should like to eat

boiled haby:: The thing I must not write isi¥ational. criticism of

‘the men and institutiong of my country. o S

The present condition of England is briefly this: That no
Inglishman can say in public a:twentietli-part of what he says
in private. - One cannot say, for instance, that —— DButT am.
afraid I must leave out that instance, because one can i
I cannot prove my case—becanse it is so tru

e.—(Daily News).
ol | - "THE  VOTE. -
. Writing on “ The Suffrage Campaign ”
Angust. 30, G. K. Chesterton says — . gt
. My.article [on Liberty] may have been right or wrong; but
1ts whols object was to prove that Inglishmen, who have got
votes, have not got liberty. Why, in the name of twon
I deduce from this that Englishwomen will have liberty. if only
they can get votes? My complaint precisely was that the spirit
‘and system of our whole Constitution .is such that a vote is very
- little use in procuring a person practical freedom. ~ Theexact
extent of my freedom is this: that [ can vote either for Lord

A, ‘1n ‘the Daily. Neirs of

FitzGalahad, the Tory candidate, or for Mr. Binks, the Radical z T I o
’ J € PO S SINs, the Hadic - The Seven thut were Ilanged. . By Leonid Andreieff,

- or Socialist ‘candidate. I may vote' for them ;- but I must -not
speak about theém. If I méike the quite obvious remmark that
Lord FitzGalghad is a -foreign Jew, I am jumped on. If I
comment on the manifest fact that Mr. Binks is a Bankrupt
aristocrat (fifth son- of Lord-Binksley), I am jumped on again.
Good taste (that idol of 'mud), the party system, the great news- -
paper: trusts ate all in my way if I seek to say any such evident -
things. If I saythem very plainly, I am proceeded against for
Libel.  I'say darkly to the clerk who serves the wiit, © I have a

_vote,” and he ‘remains unmoved. I go before a J udge, who can
put me in prison without a word of explanation or ‘even accusa-
-tion, because he chooses to sgy that the elevation of my eyebrows -

is contempt of Court. And sines 1 happen to know that the -

Judge is & low Tory hack—since, in fact, I know that it § only
by being so very part1san‘*vt\13\at he became so very i1npa1'tial-fiti»

not say it. = -

der, should

* martyrdom of the Russian people. - !

is very possible that my eyebrows do express contempt of (‘ourt. -
Nevertheless, the impression T produce when I say, “ 3§ 103d, o
word, more -of yowr insolence, and T use my vote,” is decidedly
inadequate. "I am sent to prison. And though I allivde to my,

" vote upon every- opportunity, not a warder trembles. When 1

am let out I xush vengefully to use’ my vote. Suppose (what is
very unlikely) that T find a candidate toexpress my wrongs, and
‘that I persuade some, thousands of people to vote for him. Ay
Member tises in Parliament to compliin of my Judge’s conduet.
He is at once told by the Speaker that ‘the’ Ilouse must not
criticise a Judge’s conduct. Suppose- that tpme sensible editor
sees that this is Tather unreasonable and remonstrates with the
Speaker in g leading article,” Ile is instantly convicted of breach -
of privilege and -made to apologise.- That is the existing law of
sngland ; T have literally mo outlet of: complaint. Tt comes to -
‘this, that [ mdy vote, hut T must not spepk, (iive women votes -
to-morrow and they are in the same box ; they can vote, but they
must not speak. . " . S
. “Woman does. want,” cries Mi, Richmond with ardour, “to
pillory the titied sweater and receiver of rick rents:” T hope-
she ddes ; but §he won’t he allowed to doit.| T have a vote, and
I am nof allowed to.do-it. Ittwas this and' no '‘more that my
article on [iberty was meant to show, that in the® modern
Iinglish. ;atmosphere a-yvery few people may . tyrannise; even:
though- very many people may vote. I went out of my way to -
say, “ Liberty is'the living ‘influence of ‘the citizen,” precizely
because I'knew that there are, siniple people like Mr. Richnfond -
who are satisfied to say, * Liberty is a vote.” Liberty is a spirit, -‘
without which votes are useless ; as they are useless i’ Fngland -
to-day. - i St B ST
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’i’]wm_"{q dw. Selaire et dw Travail Salurié. Par Christian Cornelissen,
,; -Parist V. Giard and B. Britre, 16 Rue Souflfot, = R
" Here we have a bulky volume of a most conscientious and extensive
rgsearch of the relations between Capital and” Labour. The very rich
‘descriptive part dealing with the conditions of the working class of -
France, Germany, United States, England, -Holland, and Australis, i§ ™"
based upoti inquiries. of the sources and original documents, as>it is-
_evident from the text that the author is master of 4ll these langudges:;
. .The Labour organisations in..those ‘countries and their struggle
- fot economic and ‘social ameliorations are admirably” sketched ; at the
~esame time, the theory of the wage system: of the different schools of
_ economistsis fully adalysed in four chapters (pages 99—173), so that
the reader can obtain a clear idea of the theories of the Utilitarians
-{Walker, - Leroy-Beaulien, Von Thunen,  Bohm-Bawerk, Jevons,
Marshall, ete.),.and the School of .the Cost. of Production. (Turgot,
Adam Swith, Ricardo, Mill, Lasalle, etc.). T
The spirit in which this excellent work has been carried out may
- be seen from the following words of the author:— This is not the
place to approve or disapprove what exists, my research is purely
scientific ; the true state of the economic relations and their evolution .
is the object of my study.” S . ‘

'Yhis volume being 1n reality th

4 e second instalment of Cornelissen’s
“large Work on the theory of value,‘the author \gives as the conclusion
the general statement in the following formula :—* The exchange value
and the market price of labour have a tendency to conform with the
cost of living of a limited. category' of workers who claim the highest
standard of living, and among whom the capitalist employers never-
theless are obliged to reeruit the necessary hands in' order to complete
their personnel to assure the good technical progress of their enter-
l"i'se.".’ S = B "l! L . . T . .

A o In this short notice we cannot enter upon an ,analysis' of all the
:vich material which the book contains: In our opinion, every student
of the movement of organised Labour for the raising of the standard of |
wages and living will find in Cornelissen’s “ Theorie du Salaire et du. ‘
Travail Salari¢ ” a truly inexhaustible source of arguments and facts for
the cause-of social and econoniic emancipation of the working class. -~

P L. S

¢

- . A. G| Fifield, 44 Fleet Street, B.C. o ‘
. The callous disregard for-human life engendersd by that form of
‘legal murder known as capital punishment has a terriple’ reflection in
this powerfully written little book. It is sad beybnd all words to =
describe : the black shadow of death:hovers over every page. But one
reads for the deep interest aroused' by the wonderfully touching and.
’ t{-;nd-er relations that spring up bétween the men and wonten—some of
them strangers to one another—in that tragic journey to the scaffold so
ast sad tribute to the

6d. net. Ldﬁdon :

vividly described. Comrades should read .this 1

.f"" s
v -

" ANsRcHY.—A, social. theory which mgard's kth’si‘unibﬁ of order
with the absence of all' direct governmlent of man by man as the
political .ideal. —Century Dictionary. =~ -
E ‘4,, . . . - \ ° .
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- The guestion is frequently- asked : “Is it necessary to discuss
If we call ourselves Anarchists, is.mot; that
sufficient 7 ILet us insist. that every individual has the right.to
‘ ‘once gained, the economic  problemis ~will

solve themselves.” o :
-~ To us it seems the question -cannot be disposed of quite so
+ simply, 'We must not rest content with prgaching freedom alone,
not because wé do not care enough for it, but rather ‘hecause

' itis so vital a part of 'S’t'ii**_"‘id'eall:ths;t ‘we cannot leave to chance

- whether it shall be built on rock ipr .on sand: ~it maust be built on .
- rock, it must. be secure; and- even when secure, it must he;

- guarded by that “eternal vi

. This Being so, we cannot e

.- we shall advocate Comniunism or Individualism when preaching

- . from the stars to terra

. Anarchism ; ‘a definite position must be taken p, because these
. two sides of the great problem of the future of society cannot be
~diyorced. = We are Anarchists and stand for individual -freedom,
- 'but we do.not intend- that this precious thing 'shall remain a
mere abstraction, as it has been with the poets and philosophers
- of the past. - We want to make'dt a reality, to bring it down
firma, so that man shall grasp it and

make 1t his own. S S
. How can it be done? In the first place, there can be no
-solidarity in social life without equality. It.is natural and it is

good' in itself that men should object to find fallible mortals

- assuming superior positions, whether by right of mental, moral,
or physical strength. For the beginning of'social ahd economic
~inequality is:the beginning of exploitafion in' some shape or

form. And we have here at least one argument in favour of

 Communism as securing to all that equality of conditions which

.. will do most to..ensure the harmonious co-operation of free .
~of the

groups of .individuals ‘working for the advancement
- community and not for mere personal ascendancy. -

After a century of unbridled capitalism, during which the
people have been saturvated with all. the anti-social influences of

ot

competition with its heaven-sent message of * devil take the

hindmost ”’—after ‘such an. orgie of rapacious Individualism

 (so-called), it may sound Utopian to talk of “working for the

advamcement of the community.” .But this leads to a question

that some day will have sfull and fair treatment,but which at

present is not at all understood in its real significance. It may
be put affirmatively by Stating that mankind .never has lived
without Communism. All™imodern research goes to prove that

from the earliest days of tribal Communism to the present time

the recognition of communal rights in various ways has never
ceased to exist. Some of these habits have, as G. L. Gomme
states in his “Village: Community,” kept in check ‘even the

___forces of political economy which we have- been taugilt' to look, .~
' x{lind that”
mutlily are not

~upon as so irresistible, and it is worth bearing in
some of the traditional features of the village com

very far removed from the Socialism of to-day.”
It seems almost too obvious to point out that even

to-day,

' “wyith all the outrages against human equality, every one, fromjf,he;
weakest to the strongest, can freely use the public library, the

museum, the picture* gdllery, or the park. This is what may be
called the Contthumism of éveryday.life, and is so much taken
. for granted that the unimaginative Britisher does not éven.pause
"to consider the principle from whicl it springs. We should

just as surely have “free bread,” were il not" that such would"
Jrean a deadly blow at capitalist exploitation, and would be'the-

- beginning of the end of the present system. So we come roupd

s

Cto the point'i’rolm‘ which we started : that Communism

- “.indignity of the workhouse.

gilarce ¥ which, as we are truly told, -
. 1s the prige of its existence. - = T

. unism protects
& a%r_om the danger of having to sell his or her labour-forge for a
wi¥ge-existence, which means also the sacrifice of one's personal
liberty, and is therefore a bar'to Anarchism. .. ', 4 .
There are in reality two reasons why Cormmunism is regarded

" with suspicion by many who have a sincere desire to revolutionise
- our social life. - The first is because Communism has been used
(and abused) by authoritarians. The second. is that it has never
yet been universal enough to bring home to mankind the

. immenge and ‘really endless advantages it affords in the
development of social and individual life. | R
The advecacy of Communism by authoritarians, and their

various , experiments in  that direction, have done much to
- prejudice popular feeling against that method of social organisa-
-tion. And in this we Anarchists have' always seen a healthy

and promising sign. - It is "good that the people should prefer
‘the hardships of capitalistic. competition, which gives them at
. least the liberty to choose" their associates, tather than they
. should sacrifice all freedom for the mess of pottage that com-

tpulso,ry Communism mdy “afford.” It is the same spirit that

“~induces- the poor- to -suffer 'starvation rather than accept the

| At the same time, people generally, at least in England, and
Individualist Anarchists everywhere, have too readily confused
‘the real isspe as to Communism with the evils necessarily afising
- from compulsory, authoritarian organisation. . There is no reason
- why this should be. For us, Communism is only real Com-
munism when it-is free : to enforce it isto: destroy it. So the
. Individualist ¥ cad have his existence outside the commune if
he chooses ; but we suspect that after:all, like ‘the comets, he
“will only succeed .in rotating round it'in an ellippe of extreme
eccenfrigity, © . - T o
 As to the objection of Communism being a means for the
weak to explait the strong—this has arisen, as it seems to us,
simply because Communism has never had a full and' free

vade the question as to whether  c¢iénsion.  Lven Proudhon, in one of ‘his analyses of property,

- falls into this error. And that it is an error seems to be beyond
all question. - Tor it can be seen-at.once that the division of
- mankind into the ““ strong ”’ and the * weak ” puts us into-a false
* relation at the very, beginning, since there are all degrees as
~ well as all kindsof “weakness.” And the same with “strength.”
So we inay -well ask: If you desire to have such a mathemati&hl
- précision’ in apportionment of reward to effort, how .do you
. propose to adjust'it? Do yeu-not see for.one thing~that to meet.
the never-ending gradations that.will arise you must expend
~more time and trouble than the results will justify ? ~ And at the
end of it all justice will not be done, hecause .it, is not to be
attained in that direction. If the ‘“weak” man is free—and he
must be free in an  Anarchist commune—he may find his.
- strength in a direction where the “strong ” man has failed. On
the other hand, if an:ihdividual is weak in every sense—morally,
physically, ‘and intellectually—are we to inflict on this un-
fortunate the additional hardship of a more restricted satisfaction
of his needs? We then fall below the standard of  sporting

men, who have .at least the fairness to “handicap ” the strong

- and.ngt thé'weak. So. finally we find ourselves aceepting the
formula which so far has never been improved upen: “From..
each according to his ability, to each according to his needs.”

‘Emerson -on the Land Question.
#If I'am born into the earth, wheye is my part.2- Have the
_ goodness, gentlemen of this world, to ‘show me my wood plot, where I
may fell'my wood, my field where to plant my corn, my pleasant ground
Wwhere to build my cabin.” ., -~ v ST o :
~ “Touch my wood, o field, or house lot at your peril,” cry all the
gentlemen of this world, “but you may come and work in ours for us,
and we will give you a piece of bread.” = . ’
i And by what authority, gentlemen 2" -
~“Byour law.” | i
 *“ And your law, is it just 27 _
- "% As just for you as it was for us.”
“1 re,peat'_th,e;;gues.tifml-‘, is it just 2”
. “Not quite just, but necessary.” -

et -

“ T will none of your law, it encumbers me.” - _ )
“I find this vast network which you call property extended over

the whale-planet. I cannot occupy the bleakest crag of the White Hills

- or the Alleghany range, but some man or corporation steps up to me to -

= show that it is f-x‘-i;:. Now, though I am very peaceful, and on my private
arcrunt could well enougn die, since it appears there was some mistake
in ‘my creation, and that I have been missent to this earth whereall the

uature, to declare
is it mine.”

‘seatis were already taken, yet I feel called upon, in behalf of rational
to you my opinion that if the8arth is yours so also



... far ehough—there is not enough of it—or (2)

Tooa L :/& . . L . . ..ﬁ.:
ot . e
. L

R

September, 1909, . ' -  FREEDOM. . SRR 6o
T e R : ,‘ S '.its.power and that';!c-)‘f its leadersbec‘qmes the sole ambiti_dnn"of_'its a
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" TItisan obvious truism to say that action takes place becatise
a purpose exists. Action often fails to satisfy this purpose, 'and -

the failure is due to one of two things: either (1) it does not go

between|purpose and action is not direct. s
It 1s with this latter case that. this article deals.

“The Anarchist believes in direct action ; but jukt as society *

.. does not take any given form because logicians have proved that

=

form to be the best, but only because it is the one in which the .
spirit of the people finds expression,so direct-action will -not be

ﬁhe 1'e1_atio nshi_p :

-step 1n the contradiction.

adopted because it-has been scientifically and logieally proved
" to be the most ~efficient mode of reform: it must spring
- spontaneonsly from the thoughts and emotions ofythe pwople::

This can only be when the people .think directly Bud" actiwith - .
- direct motives, which, unfortunately, we are not in thé habit of

doin. ; - ar generally being ite indirect,™ . . : R .
~doing at present, our- purposes generally elng quite indirect,  sympathies of the audiences and gaiw their support,

and, indeed, quite irrelevant to the action. . =~ IR
To illustrate this indirect motive, here are two examples:—

(1) A gentleman offers his chai to a lady because it is -

polite to do so, -thius sacrificing. himself for his principle; (2)
some men take part,in the Revolution because they deem it

.. their duty, again. sacrificing themselves for their principle.

These motives are indirect. _ _
duty, by principle, by morality, by the fear of love of God,is

- merely & relic of the old religions which tanght men to mutilate
~ themselves and murder their children -because such-_waS' ivn

accordance with their religious beliefs. o
- The man who thinks directly says—Do not give your chair
to & lady so that you may be polite, but only because you would
prefer that she were: resting. Do not murder your children

because 1t 1s 'in accordance with sowe ‘veligion; the only saue -
cause for. murder is that you woulds prefer, your intended victim

it sells literature to- assist it to exist.
‘hold meetings, it holds
increase 1ts power. ..

Whereas the only logical excuse for the existence of the,
organisation was 'téxSpread some idea, it now spreads that idea
to maintain itself.  Instéad of existing to distmbute literature,
Instead of existing to
‘meetings to maintain its existence and

Now we teach the final change, a subtle and neeessary

consequence of the foregoing - position. The object of. selling '
literature being to increase the power of the orguanisation, the -
chief thing in selecting that literature is that it shall accord .
with. the tastes and instinets, of those outside the organisa-
tion,  But  the original motive of. the ‘movement was to

';,pmpaga,ta:-«au»--ide&»é'th@rf"d‘i’d”’_ob accord -with these ‘tastes,

e
1

Again, the object of its meetings ‘being to extend t;he,‘
organisation’ and ingrease -the power of its leaders, the téne of
those meetings will have to be such that it wilkappeal to the -

- .Thus is the transformation complete, The Christian stretches
the eye of the needle fo avoid the slightest inconvenience in
passing, - Liberghism forgets-its principles in its anxiety to use, -
the State to oblige its supporters. The .revolutionist ‘explaing -

“thas really after all he is not dangerous, he is only scientific. -

The man who acts prompted by _ oni |
he man who acts prorupfed by " pathos more complete. The old revolutionist, as he stauds before

were ‘dead rather than alive. Do.not tevolt in order to feel that

you have done your share in bringing about the emancipation

of 'the race; revolt simply becamse you want the Revolution. .

. .To sum.up, do. not act because it is yoar duty, because of your

‘principles, or because you wish to do-right (in each case it is for

"~ Uod disguised), but act simply to obtain the end of that act.

The difference between these two' attitudes of thought 'is

© actin’d; the latter, the maln: who ‘15 simply & man, .d_'ev'elo.ps

‘himself in all his actions. -

Turning now to the vorgaﬁiss:tionis .Whichv' :e-xis't ‘to-day, there

. 1s-one startling ‘characteristic common .to almost - though 'not

- quite all. | They are working for the hegation of the principle

upon which they were founded. Christianity started as a
" movement of the people despising those in authority; the word

- starfing-point. The individual unit having sacrificed - to his

- life (justoas -formerly | man sacrificed to his

" source of the privilege it set oub to destroy.

is now adopted by the authorities, and the movement is one of
their greatest assets. - Those who &tyle themselves Liberals, are
orgamsing the “new Toryism.” Socialism was originally a

‘he set out to fight. 1
~maun 1t is difficflt to conceive.
“Bocialist demonstration it the mosk depressing expericnce” a

= The slight humour of the failure oniy makes thé intense

bis vust audience, exultifig in the great movement that has been

Jbuilt ap daring -his:Hfetime, does not perceive that he is'a

traitor to all the hopes and aspirations of his yoush;- that he is"

flagbered with the applause of the very thoughts and instincts
A, more pathetic figure than this successful
] A great triumphant so-called

revolutionist 'cjn indergo. There is nothing-'succeeds. like
failore, and no duchi utter “failure -as this success. Such is the ' .
inevitable fate of .organisations depending for their encrgy on
indirect purpose. - L S R R
~ First, then, let us as Anarchists think. directl y. . Love what is

beantiful, and hate what is ugly.. We hate the present form of
society ; we are choked and we Would live; we are governed "
and we would be free. 'Lhe struggle has.becoms a reality;

sential. The. for ‘ “ o00d. 4 man, sacrifices himself in  vague political ."ghe'o'i'ies mean pothing. We are stiﬁed.lan‘(.l_we -
sssential. . The. former, -the 8004 man, sserifices him i will brﬁab’he the" air of the revolution.  Our purpose is direct

“ahd our action will also be direct. It is better to die fighting

than mever to have lived at all. - The peace-loving middle class
rely on their pl:isons and churches and dynamite and politicians.
to fight us, but most of all upon the starvation of women and
children. =~ . = ' ' o o
‘This is not peace,

: . bus a.v-bloody‘trage‘-dy to which each day’s
work contributes. '

e'are keeping this system going; kings,

~priests, and politicians depend: on us for ‘their existence. Im -

movewment of the people against those privileged to exploit them;

control all.the functions of the lifeof society from the very

‘W hence, then, comes this mad contradiction, this dream-like

'.,series of failures? Let us proceed to trace it from start to-

finish, and" we shall find its source in the attitude of uiind

indicated above. The immediate’ purpose of the organisation

hias in each case no direct bearing upon that which it sets out
to ultimately accomplish. Everything that-is done is to the
glory of a god—duty, principle, or Jehovah. This is the

principle his desires, his inclinations, and his wealth, and so his
_ A god), he must go
furthe®.  The enterprisé hias been undertaken with the philosophy

of superstition, and it is necessary to go through the old story.

Just as the .representatives of God, the churches and.the
priests, sprang up and in the name of God received the sacrifices
and exercised power in his name, thus becoming parasites
preying upon the highest aspirations of the ever-striving people,

's0-to-day the self-styled representatives of principles and ideals’

- are gaining power by receiving the sacrifices that were intended

for-the ideal itself, in their turn formiog a parasite class. trading

exists.

- no Government can -exploit or fight.

the word is now adopted by an organisation which would of all the tyrants that ever lived. ~All

-our daily walk to work we are marching in a great army that is -

trampling’ on the liberty of the people more than all the armies
_ » 2d. - Alk tyrants, all Governments,
all armies we keep, we, this deadly atmy of workers, ** =
~ From such thoughts action is bgrn, and with it spontancously
an organisation springs into existence born of mutual interests, =
existing only 80 far as our interests are mutual, responsive to -

our thoughts, expressing by its deeds cur wills and emotions:

- The medium of our action, but never the dictator. The effect, '

not the cause, of our unity., Living only so long as that unity
All ‘other forms -of organisation are merely tyranny -
ill-disguised. * This is the organisation that no -powerful man,
It is Freedowr, it is .
N G. P. B.

Anarchy.

~ ANARCHIST PROPAGANDA'IN LONDON.

Conferences to consider ways d4nd mesns of propaganda in London

“were held récently, and as a, result meetings were arranged to take =

- place regularly at the times and places mentioned below. Comrades

* in the noblest thoughts and the most splendid struggles of whith. .

our race:is capable. 5 R - T
- This, then, is the first change, and has been stealthily accom-

-' plished as the result of our indirect purpose; but the contradiction

1s not yet complete.

The organisation and its M.P.’s or its'leaders or its priests
( E

- having taken the place of the principle, the people now transfer

their allegiance to it and them, To be liyalto it and increase

1

are requested to turn up and help to make them a, ‘SUCOEES.

Sunday-—Edmonton Green, 11 a.m. Enfield (The Chase), 7 p.m,

Caoning Town (corner of Beckton Road), 7 p.m.
WMonday—Battersea (Prince’s Head), 8 p.m. - R
Wednesday—Walthamstow (Hoe Street), 8.30 pm.

. Southwark (St Gearge’s Circus), 8 p.m. o
Friday-—Tooting Broad way (outside Baths), 8 p.m.
~ Edmonton (reen, 8 p.m. e , :

‘W“,

N P

C. H. Kean returns to London about the 153th of thig ‘month, and

. will speak at the following meetings 1
Wednesday, ‘September 22, Walthamstow (Hoe Street),
Friday, September 24, Edrﬂbnton» Green. . .

 Monday, September 27, Battersea (Prince’s Head), ' o

[", ‘ . N W . . ) . L omey
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. of the Trade Unions, which in Sweden, ag o barricade vents '
-the Germaxnic countries, rely too exclusively- on their strike fuuds and and churches, and how the Government, by the use of artillery and

‘partiality in favour of the

-+ -~ This phrase—simiJar to,so many others which we read every day ke is now safe in Eungland.

and at the same- t

| spite of all proy

‘the T,

" which nyeans that in the few large <centres the movement was general,

admjrable solidarity. -

f'.\
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ey A e e o . " heart, and, to a certain extent,'ashamed"of not having sufficient energy’
INTERNATIONAL i N OTES," to try and put a steff to thew. The movement of ‘protest’ against the
S L ' . war. took shape. The ‘Solidaridad Obrera,” or Federation of Trade
Sweden. PR N S SN ~+ Unions, cdlled gt assembly of delegates to discuss. the situation with a
: y g

The union of employers, a movement: which has been  making * view to organise a - mass meeting of protest, The Governor forbade

- progress in all conntries, has<also in ‘Sweden come to the front. The* their. coming togetlier, This was the 23id 'of July. The delegates

English workers will not yet have- forgotten  the prolonged struggle  accordingly did not discuss; no proposal was put forward, But in
between the great Engineers’ Unjon and their employers in 1898, whieh  departiog, in wishing one another good night, hands gripped. with more.
was one -of the fust occasions when united Capital-opposed united . energy than usual, eyes shone, and, one having added to the traditional
Lubour. S T T LT == T - .. ‘saut, noy’ (good healsh), ¢ dillns, 'la general’. (Monday the general

‘We Anarchists from ‘the very deginning understood .that by™ ‘strike), the word went. vound, and, sotto vocg, was repeated .by all.

- peaceful and legul tacties the workers never could hope to get the better  Saturday, the 24tk passed quietly., Sunday was equally calm, and on.
- of their economic masters, A stidke with folded arms caniiot bring  the Monday, 26th, at the usual time, the hooters of the factories went -

emancipation to the workers. S : o ‘ off as on every other day and all the workers answered_their ¢all. * But”
- The workers’ organisations in.Sweden sooner or later wers bound . half an hou later, in a factory at -San Martin de Provensals, a voice
| pt y M ’ A

. . to come to a struggle against the Bwmployers’ Federatiou, which under sholted: ¢ St p,-everybody in the street !’ InStantaneouslyiwork"éame,

various pretexts had imposed seyeral reductions of wages, had employed to a'standstill.”, 'The workers ierowded through the exits and went to
non-union laboti, and now at lukt threatened: the exist@nce of the Tipde - the other factories in the neighbourhood, where on their appearance
Unions themselves. - St - e . work also stopped. - Like a train of ‘powder the news spread from one
" Driveri to take a stand, the Labour Unions decided to declare & factory to another, and at nine o’clock every 'machine, every wheel in
general strikein all branches of industry. - This striké has been jn  every factory was still.  As the .woiks were deserted a wonderful
progress for the past three weeks, but now it seems to be slowly weaken-  activity began to be noticed outside. Very soon it was announced that

ing. Though bostilities between the Trads Unions and the employers  the railway.service was dislocated, that the postal servico was inter-
have not vet ceased, nevertheless it is evident that gh/e wovement which ~ rupted, work in the port stopped. Men in ‘the streots pulled up the

the Swedish Unions started has not had the hoped-for success, in spite tramway rails. The general strike was as complete as it could be. - The

- of all the sacrifices “which the wotkers' familigé have borne. - All the  smull workshops had ‘been invaded by groups of women who compelled
- discipline, which hias been praised so mnch, has/hot beeri-able to prevent  the men to leave work. It was in a gredf measure due to these women

work being resumed in several industries. ./~ o ‘ S - . Lo
. We think that tlie cause of their failyfe. lies greatly in the tactics - Most of our 1eaders arve familiar with the subsequent events of the
in Germany'and generally in ~ vevolt—the street fighting, the barricades; the burning of the convents"

. that the strikeé was sé successful.”’

the discipline of its members, and are foo cavefnl to remain within the  mounted troops, gained the upper hand, and for the time being ¢ peace
limits of “legality.” Mo use a clissi€al expression of theé International reigns at Barcelona.” o ' I
Socialist movement, “ It is 'légality which kills the movement.”~ ~** At 'present.the press brings news of numerous prisoners in the ill¥
- The Social Democratic Dépyty, Hjalmar Branting, who kept the . -famed Montjuich ‘fortress ;- the military tribunals have orderdd many to
Iuternational Socialist préess infdrmed on the course of events, wrote in be shot. .-The Anarchists, who are of course considered the instigators
one of his messages : “ The aythorities show tore and more a séandalous: ~of the movement, thongh even the most casual observer must recognise
_ g ployers. Notwithstanding the irritation  thas bhis time it was a popular-revolt, are specially hunted down, and
caused by this attitude, order is) reserved,/thanks to the wisdowr of the our comrade Ferrer, who creabed the 'splendid rational schools in
workers and the strengtly'of thejr organisations.” -~ - " Barcelona, is eagerly looked for ; but according to the Labowr Leader, .

in the press—perfectly characterises the ganeral aspect of the movement, .  In Barcelona all popular-clubs and rational schools ‘are closed by
né time points to its fundamental mistake.which has_  the authorities. A Spanish comrade in the Zemps Nouveaua says that
“successful. S S this revolt has cost the Government, besides thousands of francs for the -
een maintained, dnd the workers remai_xfedquieb in - transport of troops, 55 policemen-and 70 civil guards killed, double the'
cations. Worse even. Whilst the masses of the workers number wounded, 70 convents and churches completely destroyed.. -

prevented its bein
Order has.

_ remained quiet wnd proud of ‘their “orderliness;” ‘the bourgeois, .. The people count also hundreds killed, wounded and imprisoned.
students, - merchants, and manufacturers armed themselves with: the  But it has once again been shown that the revolutionary spirit in
'~ thousands6f ‘revolvers which the gunsmiths sold during the strike. - Catalonia is far -from dead, and that the working classes are ready to
.. No S sabotage.” of railway,” telephoné™ and@*'telegraph lines ; no make any sacrifice in their fight against Clericalism and Militarism.
- encoungers or riots, as during the recent strilves'in Spain, in France and o e SRR ‘ - ST
ited States. - o B ' ' B T

/And yet the Swedish comrades had numbers'in‘their favour; never .SW}.QZVGPland: L : L
and 4 general strike been supported by such.numbers or-sn full of i From Sw;tzgr]a.n‘d comes -th‘.e”we]vcofn.e news that our courageous

thusiasme aid hope, Out of  population of 5,380,000 distributed ~ cotrade Bertoni, the editor of Le Reveil, has been acquitted by the
bver an enormious aven: 300,000 out of '500,000 workers were on strike, Court of Geneva. During a strike an encounter with the police took
place, Bertoni was arrested, and accused of having wounded a gendarme
Not only the railway men could not be’ persuaded to join the strike, With.a dagger. The police and the Public Prosecutor used all possible

but even the shops™in Stockholm were never obliged to close for lack of . Imeans to get our comrade convicted, but the. jury having heard all the
goods; and"the great Buropean press, which anxiously followed ‘the lying and contradictory evidence from’ the side of the prosecution,

& the court house. -

events, could state t,riuihpl{anb]y that there was si:‘e.h; an - abundance of ur}apim«,}usly pronounced lee‘rt~c.>n.ijnl;qgéht,- wh.iv h verdiet was’ received
~vegetables; butter, eggs, etc., on the market of Stockholm: that prices;” with great applause by the waiting-crowd outsi e ! .
actually were lower than usual. In the first days of the movement the' - At the arrest of Bertoni, as well as on!many "other ‘occasions,

carts going to market were escorted by soldiers, but this precaution was —comrades have been ill-treated by the police even when at the police

_shiperfluous, the 'strikers remaining perfectly quiet.- ‘Lhey: did not - Station. " This cruel practice of course is always denied by the perpe-

pnderstand that under such conditions this movement was condemped ~ trators, and all legal means to stop it having proved quite ineffective, -

- to failure, and that to reduce the strike to a. struggle between the . Some workers decided by d‘irec‘)_,é"tifm_ to. put an end to this - practice.
‘sprikers’ funds and the money bags of the employers would soon exhaust Ab Saint Denis some navvies, armeéd ‘with revolvers an | pickaxes, af
. the workers, notwithstanding all financial help and their tenacity and . -Right time attacked the policemer-who had made themselves famed- for

: - their brutality. The attack was so well' planned and carried otit that
e _ ‘ the polige had to take their punishment quietly. Since then the police
ced T e at Saint Denis are remarkably polite with the workers—especislly -

t

— -

- Spain. . - _, ) ikt . : " P ) ;
The dissatisfaction with the Clevical and - reactionar “Government In.av‘vxes 4 When ,the‘ workers ma}ke 1t rule to treat the_s POhc? as the
in Spain, which in reéturn for the heavy State burdens d})"zé“ndt give the gohceh:ve&t}" eated t'herfn’ they will keep 2 httle, qulqger;‘ 4t moetings and
people oven the most elementary Constitutional righﬁs';_. had reached. ._,_.‘emonvs_ railolns, ‘ . i ; N
+ already a very high pitch and. needed only.a ra‘l]yi}fg cause for the e ; . I C
Republicans, Liberals, Radicals, Socialists, and Anarchists to break out . L y s :
'opeiiy; wlien the Spanish Government decided to punish the Moors of ’ ;. CfORRESEONDENCE T
the Riff country who had daved to oppose two mining companies which - IR - N :
. had obtained concessions fmmlmof?e of lt{zh& Pretenders. }}Vit,h -the - "CAN A GENERAL STRIKE BE SUCCESSFUL.
exception, of a very few who are financially interested in that enter: N - ' peg i '
priselj the Spanish g‘eoplé were. unanimous}% their detéstation of the (T the ﬂdztoo'lof F R'F-EDOM-)‘_ ‘ | ‘
war. And this unpopularity grew in intensity when the Government .. Dear CoMrADE,—Surely it is of the first importance for Atiarchists -
. found it necessary to call out the reserves. : . E " to have clear ideas as to what can and.what cannot be obtained by the

' An article of the veteran Anarchist fighter, Lorenzo Anselmo, in  General Strike. * N.” is quite right, I think, when'’he says that  too
the Daily Vews graphically describes what ‘followed :—*“ See the sim> many things are taken for granted which require continuous fresh
plicity of it all. There had been already two.'or three departuresof examination.” An Anarchist must not only be critical of his opponents:. -
reservists for Melilla. At the last of them heart-breaking. scenes took  he must also be critical of his Anarchism. It is because this is not

' place'on the quays of ‘the port,when parents parted from their sons, always done that we have what one ‘niay call the present “mix " over

wives from their husbands, © On board the ships there was somé insubor-  Syndicalism (Revolutionary Trade Unionism) and its methods of Direct

L

~.dination. The crowds who witnessed these things rgemninéd sad at - Action, P . ;

3
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) Let s fraukiy admzt tha.t: a General Strik
tionary, and does not even . always Succged in winning the small
concessions it sometimes starts ‘out to comgler. All this i frue,
< on thé other hand, it isa fact that thé General Strike encou:wu t,ho
. workers to rvely upon their own organisation; to avoid the polmcmn ;
- to employ their own initiativedn tactics of defence or attack Tonnected

13 wob always revolu-

But,

~with the strike; and last, But not least, it always carues with it the -

probablhty of ploducmg a revolutlonmy sibuation.
Again, the workers a.r onl just beginning to ledvn the reaning
of the Gleneral Strike. k1"f they make bhmdem if thiey often t‘m,

that is, after all, wifat. happens in all our efforts in life, especially when -

we are new b@gmners At the same time, while recognising -ull this,
and acknowledging this form of ‘Direct Action as an -outeome of
Anarchist. teaching, we have to guard against - the pmblhb) of its

being taken as sufﬁcwnm,m itself to gain all that we ave strugglingfor.”

Th]b is, in my opinion, the fatal error”of those who are \w,anm for
Indusbrlal Unionism, If they could overthrow cz.pltahgm by’ i,iwu
organisation, we ave entitled to ask if we shall then find

free society, or if the old superstition of government is to crush us
again, Lt is because Anarchist Communism compasses both the
“material well-being of the individual and assurés him the fullest
freedom for the development of his moral and intellectual nature that
I for one regard the propagation of the Anarchist conception of {ife as
of the ﬁrsb ~juiportance, even while at the same time doing what oue

urselves iy

can to encourage Direct Action, and, above all, to develop that solidurity -

amonasb the \vorkels—both na,tlonal and mte1 national—which may at
- a given crisis prove the burning- pomt ia—the futuie of the world.—
Fratemqlly yours, . = S A'iA _“usn CoamuxNist.

A"‘IARQHIST\I ANB! THE' &I’.[‘UATIO\"
([’o the Editor of I‘nm:Don) IR

S1r,—I think that it would- be instructive and. mt.erestmg if we
 had some more expressions of opinion on the subject of * Anarchism

and the Situation,” which was dealt with by Malatesta in the June

issue,
supposed that we may have to suffer fxom mxhtu y pex secutwu
-not seé that it is inevitable,

Some comrades call themselves Indxwdualzs{:s and' others éall them-
" selves Communists ; but I think, that it is quite immaterial which we
- call ourselves,
Individyalist one minute, only to fling them at the crowd like a
Communist the next. But assuming that we are. Communists and that
what we want is Communism, then I do not see that there is any
danger of military repression. If property depends on government,
and govérnment rests on ‘militaryl force, military force in its turn is
only controlled because it is organlsed on 4 Communistic basis. - When
a person agrees ‘to ‘military service, it is on the understanding that food,
s clothing, and shelter will "be assured to him, or; as I-say, that the
service is organised on a Communistic basis. ~ !

If  Communism is . practicable, as we believe xt to ‘be, then b)h

..offering a superior form of it we should be able to disarm and1 dissolve

" the militar y. forces.. Government having nothing then to rest upon,

and Communism bpcommtr combined with Anar chlsm the military will
be assured  of perfect fxeedom .ini place .of their plebent huml .Stabe
. Communist servitude:

The people, I believe, have the means to -do this’ without even.

~ incurriirg any illegality. The  greatest obstacle, it seems to me, which
~prevents them from seeing and feeling the szrrmﬁcance of this is the

faith and trust they still “have that Pazham_ent can and will do it for'

them —Yours, N , . I‘IOLE

et et m aim s e e et omm e :-"A

5 M H:[nsr —The extract from Ka.utsk) quoted Jast month in the
article on * Socialists and Socialism” can be found *ow p. 32 of

“The Socialist Republic,” published by the Socmhbb Labom Pxesb, '

28 Forth Street bdlnburvh pmce ld ' S

~ -

.. . ,PROPAGANDA NOTES.

z?

[Re pofts of the Movenent are speczalle/ mvated and s/zould be sent m not
" later than the 25tk of each month. ]

N

' ¢
EpiNBurcH. :
So many }ems have ela,psed since a veport of the movement in
" Edinburgh appeared in FREEDOM that readers may be freely forgiven if

- they are now ynder the impression "that *Scotia’s Darling Seat ” Las .

come under the influence of ~an’ earthquake, and -all connected with
Anarchism been swallowed up;. Should there be any of such opinion,

let mo-assure them ‘that no such mtastlophe has occurred, and the :

.Anarchist flag is still waving in the breeze. - Lrue, there Is no group,
properly speakmb, as of old; but the propaganda has never been

v allowed to die out, for just as Hall and Godtxey took up the work after

the collapse of the original group, so McAru took it up after Hall left
‘the city, and -has carried it on ever since pmctlcally unaided, with
Wwonderful success. ™ '

On Sunday, July 18, C. H. Kean opened his week’s mmp'ugn here
‘with two - good mee,!:an. One~rthe afternoon in the Meudoivs, the
other in the evening at the Mound. Iean proveld such a vousing
speaker, with such an, amtunt of strying, power, that McAra was

allowed to slacken a trifle, contenting himselt -with little morve than

1 differ fmm the concluding portion of the article where it is -
] (10'

‘Like a child with a toy, we grip at things like an-

- half in magnificent style.

’ "

A aoodly number. of quextlm.w weto
Monday

opening and closing. the meeting.
asked.amad-hnswer ecl also a good sale of “ Tervor in Russia,”
mwﬁ 1outrht toerethel the largest meeting of the cowse.
opencd in his.own humorous wiy, and Kean spoke for an hour andva
boxne rather trilling ‘yuestions were then
put, two members of the N.D.P.- fairly. carrying off the palm, one
suggesting that obedience metnt freedom ! e did nof! say whether he
meant obedience to the law of equal freedom ov not. - The other got on

,the slool and vehemently maiutained that Kean was u political actionist

JDetween, Kean and the big

frow the fact that he l\ume) avas there discussing the matter with his
fellows! We will have to be careful how we deline owrselves, comrades. |

[t was wather nufortungte that Tuesday and 1,]1111'\(1.1), the two
nights Taid out for Musselburgh, were both wet, Still, \»(msls»z.fully
frood meetings were held, mauny quektlons being asked’ h) the loading -
‘wocz.x]mts ot the *¢ honest -toon.” In . faet, it Tooked & regular set- to
guns. Tndeed, Ahen we cmmdu the,
ampuub of literature sold, mcludm« “Terror in Russia,” the mestings
were a decided success.

wasted the time:

'Two capital meetm% were held on \Vednesda_) and. hlday at the .
Mound, the ¢ Tervor ” smll .scﬂmg f;pieudldl “Sunday, the 20th, was.
setroff for a regular ﬁe,ld day in the "\]eaduw e\pecmlly for d:spmmg

“of, 1\10pobi\m~, book ;- buty alag! ¥ nmn plopows "and God disposes,”

-« washed ” from the scene without striking a singla.blow.’
looked hopeless until about & o'clock, when a mtthng cood meeting was
‘held.

" litevature is doing a little %pe‘nkmtr
loliday week into the bargain, a Detter eight d.z),s campaign ilds

Political Socmllsm

Ayr.

Pasiey,

“Plie rains (Ieu,euded “amd we had ‘to seek the brec with the lealiest

branches and theve shelter for a time, Ultimately, we were completely

The evening

McAra opened briefly, and Is.ean spoke till after 10, - T his was
his best effort, I think. Iis lectures were greatly appreciated here.
Howie was here on- holiday, -and gave great ussistance with
‘the literature. Goldberg, of Leeds, is here aIso, :aud  besides selling
Considering the, bad weather and

Our Jonly 1égret is that such

Let us hope ons |
: S (.\' R

hardly be accomp}fbhed by two quake}s
work cannot be continued for want of funds.

KILMARNOCK. : ' CL T ‘

" Charlie Kean arriv ed heze on July 97 and .sb.utcd propao‘anda that
night. Good meetings were held throughout the week at St. Marnock
Corner and Laigh Kirk. A .motideable feature was the number of
intelligent young men who were always awaiting our arrival at the
meeting-place. Owing to the holidays, the local LL.P. had refrained

from holding their usual meéting on Sunday evening ‘in the Howard
An advertisement in the local paper -

Park, so-we. occupled their pitch.
that, ‘under the auspices  of the Kilmarnock Truth-Seekers' Society,
C. H. kean, of London, would lecture .on “The Failure of Political
Socialism,”

wuments“advanced by our comrade. Several questions were asked,
but no defence was put up by the State Socialists, their leaders adopmu"

their strongest weapon, “the codspiracy of ulence,” ahd others adhering -
to the nmtaken idea that Anarchism would have to'pass thlou"h the

State Sqmahst incubator before reaching ma.turlty

On" Monday, August 2, Kean held & meeting on the Low (xleen at;
As usual, he helped "0 break down pl‘ejudxce and to show the

We also met with several

We parted with

workers their true position as wage:slaves.
comrades and disposed of a (uantity of literature.

'1ecr1et and Kean  will be sure of a cordial 'welcome next time he

The seed has been sown. . -
S

Despondent comxades who vecreta.te in what ma.y'seem hopeless
districts, please note. Charlie Kean in response to a half-hearted
mvztat:on that meant “ Don't come here,” has visit&d Paisley ; and

veburus. J. Hpse,

“wheu lie saw the large crowds ab his meetings,- he must have marked’
“me down as either a hm ora Jeremiah.

Hl‘: audiences were attentive,

and what opposition there was, intelligent. Much interést was aroused
among the younget members of ‘the pohtlcal Socialist bodies as to the
Anarchlet position, Kean paid a reburn 'visit on Auguost 3, and held a
bumper meeting ynder the shadow of Paisley’s old sbbey. A drizzling
rain fell” 4l the“ptlme, but the layge crowd was so interested in his,

. deécviption of ¢ Réal Socialism 7 that they would hardly digperse at the

finish, a good sale of literature dealing with the subject of the lecture
being the immediate result. Besides holding . the- attention of his
.mdlenceq Kean sold about £2 worth of pamphlets at his four meetings,

“and er euted a feeling in fluour of Anarchism that future fighters will

bmeﬁb from. J. ‘\IAsO\z
Kean’s Jast night in &cotland wag spenb in debate with the
I.W.G.B. Tlhe hall was overcrowded.” No opposition -of a serious

pature was raised against the Anar chist posmon most of the audience
purchased literature;

On August 5 Kean: opened ‘up the veturn journey af Newcastle-
on-Tyune. Six wettings were held, and all were well attended. The
local S.D.P. hall was tuken for Sat-uxday night, énd our comrade
lectured on ‘* Kfiowledge ands Belief.”
a recital of Ibsen’s * Dnemy of the People.”

Two meetings were held in Darlington ; subjects, “ The. Failure of
and “Thodghts of a Fool " Kean returns to this
town shortly to give four lectures. ‘ L L

The next stop was Hull—a new venture. Thée first meeting,

1

\1‘.—&1'& .‘ ’

" Bad luck, thoutrh, to thab blb'__tlp‘ﬂ_.mlnel' who ¢

brought a lurge audience, who listened mtent]y to the °

The last nwht was reserved for

{
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~ Sunday afterngon August 15, was tver y poOrly attended. “The 8.D.P.
. made roomfor our comrade in the evening to a much larger audience.
The Socialist- Orugade, whose. leader i Claude Taylor, oﬁexed their

' platform for the remainder of XKean’s stay, and he was able to give

four lectures, including Crime and Punishiment” and Ibsen's play. .
Hull’s reception to our comrade was beyond. expectatmns and he will

) return in the winter to lecture in & hall.

'On Saturdsy, the,21st; he moved on to Leeds. st remaining

visits are Darlington, Leeds, and - Birmingham ; then on to London, .
3 Where he expects-to arrive about September 14 :

Ny

o \

LLIOES'J.ER

Stxll ‘the people of Lexcester are having-a mmtule of pohtxcs, otd.

-On going'into the Market Square the other Sunday morning, ik one
pa.rt there were the Anti-Socialist platfox m with its usual chlomfm mexs
“the LI:P,, the 8.D.P., .and, as the Midlynd Pioneer, stated,
- Anarchist Poilard " We have also had of late a Ger gp!an qpeakmg on
food 1ef0r31 who states that if the people would only eat natural food
" they would then-all come to one way of thinking., I may say for the

" benefit of others that this person will state to Anarch;sts that he'is an

Anarchist, and to 8.D.P.ers that he is an 8.D.P.er.- . I have addressed
three meetings this month, and. have had fairly good crowds of
interested - ‘people.

tkat'

Will be speaking on ‘Sunday, “September 5, at.

11 a.m., on the Market Squire, Leicester ; subject, ¢ Monarchy versus

Anar ch;L.” Also Su‘nda.y Septembex 12 at 6 30 p.m.; subject, ¢ Direct
Acmon Versus Leglslatxon - G.-Porrarp.

- -

BATTERSEA FREEDON “’%oc'mn

We held our ficst meeting on Monday mght Augmt 93 ab

‘Prince’s Head;” Battersea, Deqplte the bad weather, our comzade
- Bilttett addressed an enthusiastic audience, and showed them the folly
of l’arltamentﬂry action, also the difference between Anarchists and
eo~callled Socialists. Several questions were asked, and ably avswered
by otir comrade, who asked for oppogition, but none was fozthcommcr
Meehmtrs will be JAeld at the same spot every Monday evenmcr ab 8.
I Ly Howrpew, Secretary, |
' 107 Duxlmm Bmldmgq, Bazttetsea 8. W

oy

LI\ERPOOL Comwmm SU\DM SCHOUL

During the hot weather the Sunday School has been elo»ed until

_some future date, probably the end of September: T-am’ pleased: to
-sbate; that the children enjoyed :themselves. 1m,mensely at Hulewood on
Augost 7. We had a_ glorious summer’s day, and thanks to* the

came home much happier for their day’s outing. One jarring note of

. _ gemerous _support of comudeb, a good tea, to the. satisfaction of the
- yohngsters, who-took full advantage of the oppmtumbles ‘offered. and -

the proceedings was the absence of our late comrade, Will I‘&u brother..

Tf ever a comrade has been missed. by children, their late teacher has. ..
L thank my comvades for then ‘help in the ﬁmncxal affairs of our

plcmc - _ |
. BAI ANCE-SHKET oF QUTING.

W. D. T. %, T8,
M. 25, A. A9s, L. P2, Wm, T. 35, J. C. C. 1s, ]3 B 1=, A. R
R. R. 9s. 64, J. C: 25 64, ¥. C. % 64, D. .
PelJ H. D.: E. G. 8§ &s,J. H D. QS,B M.D.Is,
~M. 10s, -F. T. 2s, School 1s, Wm, J. 25 6d, A. AL 2, 1. C. Q. 1s, E. D. 6,
8.2, L. P. 25, H. 64, T. G. B. 2s 64, 8. 1s, H. K. 1s, Miss H. 94, total £1 165 9d.
Total c'wh received £4 1s. 6d.

© Subser zptumv -~Per our late Comrade Fairbrother:
1s,

aud Gratuities, ete. £1 7s.

Total expenses. aﬁ’ lns 6&
Deficit due to sulf £I Qs

, - -4
Jay H. DzE.
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", Notlee to Leeture Secretariés.
G Pollald 65. Dover Street, Lelceeter is open to qu“tk fq“i“ gloup‘s
m, any bown. Lettexs direct to h]s qddxe:s o
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MONTHLY ACKNOWLEDGMENTS,
(Au gust I—Almist 31.) |

" T. Lehan Is, F. Coulding 3d. -

.,_FB.E.ED()M Subscriptions—W. H. 1% ()d -8.: Simons 1s 6d, TF. Mez/aunu 1564,

W. Anderson 1s 6d, & Teltsch 2s, A Withers 4s, . M 9s 6d, Lagsding Bs,
PP, L. 1s 6d, W. M. M. 1s 6d, V. G. 1s 6d, LL (% 25, J. Klein 1s 6d.

Silverman ls 64, J, Drake 1s 6d, T. 8. 1s, C.-Iean 5s 34, «
Goodman 1s 2d; T. Little 1s 4d., D..
G. Pollard 1s.

1.McAva 7s 64,
Lindsay 1s 6d, F. (zoul_dgnrv 2s 3d,

. Pamphlet and Book Sales.—Sivin 1s 84, vMa‘tq(l £1, W, Stroud 25 6, T. B. ]x,

¢ 8. Hirstbs, J. Hose 28 4d, 'A. B, 3s 6d T. Little 1s 3d, Lindsay 9s, J. (.
_14s, D, Baxter 105 2d, A. x. 1s 0d, A, (J(\ldbel 3s 24, LI Carter 2s, G. O’I)
I1s 6d, J. MeAra 7s 6d M, S}lvmnmu 8s G, I\[ﬁll Qs, W. H. 1s, d. I)rﬁce 33,

‘ C. Kmn £4 1s 6d. 'l‘hese' amounts do not mdudu ‘Perror in Russia ”’

KROPOTKIN THE MAN AND HIS MESSAGE
. By Tom Swaw,

A dmnty and. artlstxc htt:e booklet, giving a .short and sy mpahhetm
‘summary of Ixropotkms teachmns. \

» Price 1d., post-free 11d ’
¢ Fi-eedqm " 0-;ﬁce_, 127 Ossulston Street, N.W.
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) A\IARCBIS!.‘ MORALITY By PrrEr Knoro'mw
"ANARCHY. By E MALATESTA.

- THE STATE:

- THE PLACHE
g - Bv. Prrir KROPOTKIX,
" DIRECT ACTION w. LEGISLATION

- PATRIOTISM.

- A DREAM OF JOHN BALL. By WiLLiam MoRRIs.

\ ' . Lo

T - s REPRIN "BD. R
By PETER

ANHRCHI‘ST MORELITY.‘
- I&ROPOTKIN 36 paacs 1d . I
ANARCHY. By E. MALATESTA 36 pa’gves_. 1d.

MO’I‘HER EERRTH.
_ . Published by Ewma Gortbmax,
Offices : 210 East 13th. Street, New. York City, U.S.A. .
" Can, be obtained from FreEpom Office.  Bd. monthly, post free 7d,
Co Back numbers wpphed '

PA‘MPHLDT AND BOOK LIST

C1d.

1d.

PHE WAGE SYSTEM, By P. KROPOTKIN, ld

ANARCHIST LO‘\IMUNInM I'I‘S BASIS AND incxmns
KrororxIn, 1d.

By Pmn

A 'TALK ABOUT ANARC‘HIST COMMUNISM BETWEEN TWO

WORKERS, By E. Mavaresta, 1d,
ANARCHISM : 17s PuiLosopny axp Ipean. By B, Knoromm So1d,
Irs Hisroric Rorne, By PeTir KroroTxin. 2d.
EXPROPRIATION. By Prrsr KROPOTI\IN 1.
OF ANABCE[ISM IN SOCIALI‘"%TIC DVOLUTION
1d,.
ByJ Brair SMITH 1d. d'
-

THE PYRAMID OF TYRANNY. By F. Dosgra NILUWE\THUIS
"'ANARCHISM AND OUTRAGE. #d. = . ‘

LAW AND AUTHORI[TY. By PLTFR KROPOTLIN 2d

THE 'SOCIAL GENERAL '\‘1RII\E ‘By ArvoLD ROLLER, 2d , ot
THE BASIS OF TRADE UNION48M. By Emine Poucer. ld..
WAR. By Purer Krororxin, 1d. S L

AN APPRAL TO TIHE YOUNG. By Persk Krorotziv, 1d.
SOCIALISM THE REMEDY.. By Hesry Grasse. ' 1d, o .
EVOLUTION AND REVOLUTION: By Evsee Recrus. ld
THE XING AND'THE ANARCHIST,  1d. ‘ :
MONOPOQLY ; ogr, ;lHow LiABOUR 1s ROBBED. WILLIAM M. RRIS. 1d. ,
‘USEFUL WORK yersos USELESS TOIL. ' By WiLLiam Mogris, " 1d- ~-

"THE INTERNATIONAL ANARCHIST CONGRLSS 1907, 14, = -

'SOCIAL DEMOCRACY [N GERMANY. By GUSTA\T LAN‘DAUER ﬁd
AN A,RC}':T [STS AND ESPERANTO. 1d.
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