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- A Lesson froin.Australia. S

Now that the election fever is over, and ‘those who have

worked for the Labour Party can begin to estimate what return

" is likely to '‘come to the workers for all their efforts, it is an

opportune moment- to call-attention.to what is happening in

Australia. In our International Notes we quote from the
“Melbourne Socialist, which is not opposed to political action, and
from this can be seen once more the suicidal result of Labour’s

effort to win emancipation through Parliamentary methods. The -

betrayal by the Labour Party in Australia ‘of the miners’ strike

is only what can happen wherever Labour sends 'itsi repre--

- sentatives ”
.

to mingle with capitalist corrupgion; to learn the
tricks of political deception, and to have their antisocial-ainbitions

inflamed. Here in England we have seen how easily Labour can
lose ground politically, and how much personality counts for in~

an’ election. ~But if capitalism is too strong for it outside

‘Parliament, it is a thousand times ,more.so in the shadow of its

own stronghold. So, quite apart from the. fact that a Labour
Government would prove as great gn obstacle to liberty and

~ progress as any other, we see that the workers will gain no
- more, if as much, from such a Government than they would
- from a Democratic Radical combination. Even-to influence this

“they must agitate outside. |
".Thé, Genius of Paris, e | B o

~ What city in the modérn world has endured the vicissitudes
that have befallen Paris? Revolts, revolutions, sieges—she
survives them all, and one might say that this divine city rises

above them all, glorified by the ordeals. ' The * ordeal by water ”

which she is now passing through adds one more laurel to’ her

“crown. . The city of the Commune kngws how to organise for
such a catastrophe ; her splendid solidarity conquers everything.

. She gives the world her greatest arguments for all that is noble
“and 1deal.  for _
orgies of a Parliamentary election, and see ‘what the .great city "

Let ys turn our backs for a moment on the shameful

has done in her dire calamity. First, let us quote the capitalist

press. The "Daily News states that with this sufféring and

- destigution “no acts of robbery-or viclencé of any kind are

- reported.””  And this has. been the result of the vigilance
of the people themselves, of the warning sent forth, ndt’ by

M. Lépine, but, in the choice phrase of the Daily News, through
“the warnings sent forth by the orderly mob.” We have the
. same statement with regard to ‘ cornering.” - The people them-

- selves have checked it, because they would have lynched the

authors of it. “Inhumanity, sin against ciltiz,egship, contempt
for the ‘rights of man’—these are the sins that tan arouse your
Parisian to deeds of vengeance.” Just ofié point more.. It is

___the eapitalist, the proprietor, who.rails against Communism; but

“when Nature by her catastrophes teaches us how “equal” we

- are in our distress, then humanity turns to- Communism. -And

X

- 80 1t 1s. now in DParis, where want and suffering are relieved
without question or distinction. Now-that profit-making is for
the .moment a secondary matter, the.spirit-of mutual ajd-is

~ abrotid, and voluntary organisation is greater than the Staté.

e~ ——

Criminality and Environment, SR ‘
"Anarchism has many enemies, but' none perhaps more
obstinate, more difficult to overcome than prejudice. So hope-

- lessly stupid are some of the  argumerits ” used against us that
it has -been said that under 'Anarchism, without government and , _ In .
~H. Havel writes :— - .

law, we should most of us become more or less criminal. We
‘have answered that society makes its own criminals ; that once
<you change your sociél conditions to what are just and reason-

- able, the ““criminal” soon learns to become a good:.citizen:.
! a2 5 .

- without your police and your hangmen. For answer, prejudice
‘has only laughed and gone on its way. _ An interesting volume

A LN

——

*- has just been written by Miss Marion Thillips, which is the’

history of a convict colony in New South Wales from 1810 to

1821 (“A Colonial Autocracy,” 1. 8. King and Sons, 10s. 6d.).

Now what are the conclusions she arrives at? « Simply these,
that from a colony of “criminals” of every description, male and '
female, has sprung a generation of men and women which shows.
no taint of its parentage so far as crimé is concerned. ~ And this
has bappened simply as the outcome of evolution in a healthy
environment ; no special efforts at *‘ reformation ™ -had been

- made.” Well, after all, the Anarchists’ are very unpractical—for

those who do not wish to see any change. . But somehow
experience seems to bear out their views—that mankind develops

“best without the fetters with which prejudice ever hamipers it. .

““Law” and * Experience.”

- In teference to a remark made in the leading article in last

~month’s Freenoy, ¢ A Bristol, Socialist ” asks: “ Why. do. you

differentiate between'‘law’ and  experience’?” A brief answer
would be, because of our experience. But it will be better to

‘reason it out.a little. We will take a law as enacted by ¢ repre-
~sentative government,” since we assume ““A Bristol Socialist '™

‘favours majority rule. In such a case an Act becomes law by -
virtue of the number of votes cast in its favour. DBut the fact
that a minority, however small, has voted in an opposite direction .
proves that even ainong our law-makers. experience has brought

“them to form: diffétent 'conclusions. Qur opponents say the
~ majority is right, because we must decide by numbers—which

history proves to be an utterly false asswmption’. We assert

" that dirvectly a law is passed it becomes-an injustice, because it

cannot adjust ‘itself to the varied experience of everyday life. -
Perhaps the following will suffice' to prove this.. From 1868 to

1901 a hundred and twenty-two Acts of Parliament were passed
. ostensibly for the protection of the working classes. A great

number of these are “ Amendment Acts” to those that had .heen -
passed and found wanting. What does this prove > That the.

law was in conflict-Eith experience. And on every hand the cry

is still for “ amendmént’.of the laws™we already have. The fact
is, all this gtupid, unworkable machinery is mostly a godsend to

instances’in;bere ga\v is at variance with experience.

- the lawyers and nobody else. . This is one among many of-the

Profit apd the-Humanities. ~ -~ . . R
~ Miss Kenjealy’s recent action against the [Jaily Mail threw a

very amusing sidelight on the tricks of the individual known as ,

S

Lord Nputhchiffe, - This money-bag had the happy inspiration of .
giving a columi of space in his paper to.what he called “/Ilie
Humanities,” the. remainder of thg Jdurnal “being devoted
presumably to all that is inhunian, such as war-mongering and
the like. ~ So we. have - arrived at this stage of journalistic
morality, that an editor -can" say to himself: “I must pay
s0-and-so to, write ‘up the ‘humanities’; there's' morey in it.”
So he goes down to his oflice and switches on “ humanities,” like
he would the electric light. And one can imagine him phoning -

Jfor more “ humanities”” copy, and adding ‘that he has room for

so many inches.” Only a system that is rotten at the core
could tolerate such a Press as is rampant in kngland to-day. "
By the way, we noticed that Miss Kenealy called this Northeliffe
.the “Napoleon of Carmelite Street.” Was this because Napoleon
had been branded by Emerson as-a “ boundless liar ” ? - B

' ‘Seizure of ‘‘Mother Earth.”
In a letter from New York dated January 26, our comrade

“We have just found out that the January issue of Mother.’
Earth has been held up in the New York Dost’ Office on |
complaint -of the .I'ederal authiorities. So far we have been
unable to ascertain’ the reason for this ontragg. The matter is
at present in Inspector Comstock’s hands.” -~ w0
' . ]
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that no similar rvevolution has ever taken place ip the whole

. "What the Encyclopaedists had dimly.
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THE AWAKENING IN THE YEARS 1856--1862.
Auguste Comte had failed in his study of human institutions,

pust not forget that he wrote his “Positive Philosophy ? and
« Positive Politics” long before the years. 18561862, which,
as was already vemarked, ‘suddenly broadened the horizon of
science and rapidly raised the level of the general conceptions of
educated men,. ‘ - - #
The series of cpoch-making,

appeared ‘in the course of those five or six years, dealing in

- quite a’' new way with all the principal branches of knowledge,

accomplished so complete. a revolution in all-our ways of looking
at Nafure, at life.in general, and at the life of human societies,
history of science in the last twenty contupies. _ ot
perceived ov only fore-

»

was won, by the application of the inductive scientific method,,

“with such a fullness and in.so comprehensive a form that hence-

forth every othier method of research appeared incomplete, false,

and purposeless, - e T
L N N . . P . ) .
Let us ponder for a mhoment over these results, the better to

. -

‘be able to appreciate the next attempt at a synthetic philosophy

" which was made by Herbert Spencer.

Tn the course of those six- years, Grove, Clausius, Helmholtz,

~Joule, and a whole phalanx of physicists and astronomers—
“including. - Kirchhoff, who, by his wonderful diséovery of the

gpectral analysis, enabled us to find ouf the chemical composition
of the stars—broke the spell-that-forbade till then to mien of

 wcience thé domain of wide generalisations. And in a few years

~

they proved to evidence the unity of the whole inorganic world,

including the most distant stars-“that is, the mostdistant suns . |

~surrounded by their. planets. e

_even the myriads of suns w

. Henceforth it became impossi‘blé to speak any lopger of those

<" mysterious “fluids "~~calorie, electric, magnetic—to which physi-

cists had previously resorted for éxplaining the different physical

_ forces. . Now, it was proved to evidence that all the physical -
- phenomena, including: light, heat, electricity, and magnetism, are

the results of those same mechanical vibrations of the molecules

~ which produce the waves of the sea and the vibrations of a bell”

or o taning-fork. S . :
At the same time we learned the means of measuring these
invisible vibratory movements of the mole¢ules—to weigh, so to .

say, their energy—just'as we measure the gnergy of movement. of -

. . - . 4 . O . . . -
a stone that falls from a certain height, or of & failway train in
motion. A S - .

Tt was demonstrated, moreover “always during those memor--
¥ Y 2 ) o

able years, that the celestial bodies furthest removed from us—"

composed of those same

and above all in his study of the origin: of niorality. ,B}it we

fundameéntal works which

hich we see in the Milky Way-—are
of _simple bodies, or elements, of which all .
-othel bodies on the Earth are composed, and that absolutely the

same vibrations of molecules are going on there, with the same.

physical and chemical results, as on-our planet. The movements

- themselves of the massive celestial bodies which travel through .
- space aecording: to the laws of universal: gravitation, are in all

“probability bt the resultant of.all these -vibrations that are

transmittéd in.all directions for billions and trillions of mile§;-

of the Universe.
v - : * ¥ : .
_These same caloric and electric vibrations suflice to explain

through the interstellar space

-

all chemical phenomena. Chemistry is but another chapter of

molecular mechanics. Axnd even plant and animal life in its

countless  manifestations is but an exchange of molecules (or .

: . . N . . »
_ yather atoms in the molecules) in ‘that_vast series of unstable,

easily decomposed chemical bodies_of which the living tissues of

--all animated beings are built up. Life is but a series of chemical .

* decompositions and recompositions in very complex molecules: a

...iphysiological facts, understand . how- images- and-impressions are = .

series of fermentations due to chemical, inorganic ferments. _

- Moreover, daring those same years it was discovered {to be.
proved more fully later on, in 1890-1900) that the life-processes’
in the living cells of the nervous system. also consist of chemical
permutations in the moleeules of the cells, and that the tians-
mission from one nerve-cell to another of molecular vibrations

‘and of chemical permutations gives us a mechanical explanation
of the nervous life in animals and of the transmission of irritations

in plants. . . . .
The result of all these researchesisimmense. Owing to
them, we can now, without leaving. the domain of  purely

produced in our brain, and engraved on it.: how theyract upon
one another, and how they give rise to conceptions and ideas,

¥
1
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' \Vé can

-+ 'We are certainly very far
-, be known in this direction.

—
. .

also understand the so-called «association of ideas”~—
that is, how new. impressions revive the old ones.- o
'An insight.is thus gained into the very mechanism of thou ght.
s : 4 # W SR )
o Coe R
yet, from knowing all that is to
m. Heience enly. just-now’ frees itself
from the metaphysics which strangled it, and only scouts the
borderland of* this great domain. - But'a beginning has been
made. A folid foundation hag already.been laid for further

- Lt

" pesearch. The'ancignt, division into two separate domains, which

the . German phildsopher Kant endeavoured to ~establish—the -

domain of phenomena which we examine ‘{in time and space”
(the: domain” of physics), and the .other, which we are able to
examine only ®in time ™ (the mental phenomena)—this division,
has now to disappear, And to the question that was put one
day by the materialist Russian physiclogist, Professor Syetchenoff :
“To which department does psychology belong, and who has to
study it1" the answer hal already been given: It belongs to |
physiology, and it is the physiologist who has to study it, by
the physiological method!” 1In fact, the recent researches of
physiologists have already thrown infinitely .more light on the
mechanism of thought, on the origin of impressions, on their

«w~fixation in the -memory and their transmission, than all the

“ Yioded, what a few only of ‘the' greatest minds of the first part of ™"
" the nineteenth century.had succeeded -in, disentangling with so
much difficulty, became all of a sudden a matter of general

‘knowledge—a, certitude, rich in results. . And this new knowledge

o 4

‘x

“which formerly belonged to it w

‘to a particular group is a

subtle disenssions with which metaphysicians have entertained s’
for cerituries. - - N :

¥

H

Metaphysics i thus - beaten now, in the sttonghold itself -

psychology, in which it (
lias also. been invaded by ‘natural sciences and by materialist

philosophy, which has caused' our knowledge, in this branch to

inerease with a rapidity entirely unknown in former times.:

v R S D s

However, among-the works that appeared during these five or
six years, there was none which exevcised so. deep an influence as’
the ¢ Origin of Species,” by Charles Darwin. S '

Already Buffon in the eighteenth century, and ~Lamarck in.
the very first years of the nineteenth, had, ventured to maintain

-

that the: different species of plants and animals peopling the
Farth do 1ot vepresent immutable forms. They are variable, and
vary continually under the influénce of their surroundings. The -

family likeness which We recognise in different species belonging g
proof, they said, that, these species -
Thus, the different kinds of - -

descended from a common ancestor.
buttercap which we find' in our praivies and in our marshes

ithout contest. * The domain of -
formerly -consideréd itself invincible,

‘must be the descepdants of ‘one and the same ancestral kind— 2

descendants that have grown dissimilar in consequence -of a series
" of changes and adaptations they have been. subjected to in the

varied circumstances of- their existence. Likewise, the present
species of wolf, dog, jackal, fox, did not formerly exist; but in

course of'ages gave birth to several branches representing now
the wolves, the dogs, the jackals, and the foxes. . . -

But in the eighteenth century it was dangerous _
such, “ heresies.”  For far less than that the Church had already
th}tea.ten_ed to prosecute Buffon, and he had been compelled to
recant his statements about the geological evolution of the Earth,
The -Church at that time wag'-still very powerful, aid the

‘naturalist who. dared to uphold heresies offensive to ‘her was
‘ ; - That is why -
“the “ heretics ” spoke with so mugh spfudence all throtigh-the first
_half of the-nineteenthrCeutl_l_ry.,;-tEut now; in the second half of
" the.century, after the revolutions of, 1848, v
‘could bravely aftirm the same heretic. ‘teaching, and Darwin had
also the courage to add that man, too, was the product of a slow .

threatened with pri_spu, torture, or the madhouse.

physiological evolution ; that he drew his origin from a species of

. animals like the present monkeys; that the {immortal mind ”

~the intelligence and

and the “moral. sense” of man had developed' in the same way as

the social
We know what thunderbolts webe hurled by g¢he Elders of
‘the Churches at Darwin, and especially at his courageous, learned
and intelligent apostle, Huxley, who made most of those Dérwinian
conclusions. which chiefly alarmed the priests of all religions.. '
‘The struggle was hot, but the Darwinians. emerged “victorious,
and since then a new science—Dbiology, the science of life in all

‘.

its manifestations—has grown up under our very-eyes.. The .
Lorigin of all s ecids by descent is now an established fact.
" of the clergy themselves accept,it, and, try to reconcile Evolution

Some

e
S

v
-

with Revelation. o
. ¥ %

Darwin’s work gave at the same time a new key and & new

method of investigation fof the bétter understanding of many

other phenomena. It .applies to the' life of physical matter, the
life of organisms, and the life and evolution of -societies., The

" idea of a continuous .development—of a progressive: Evolution

)

o

and a gradual adaptation of beings and_ societies to new con-
ditions, in proportion as these conditions become modified—this
ides found a far .wider field- to work in than that of merely
explaining the origin of new specigs. When it was applied to the

1y

“study of- Nuture -1 generil, as swell 4§ to the study of ‘man and

his social institutions, it opened up quite new horizons and made
it possible to explain some of the most difficult problems in the

R
. o .
-

Darwin and Wallace

instincts of a chimpanzee or an ant.

their stead there was once a species of animals which in the

1

to profess.

. s
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: ‘doma,m of all brm;ches of Li‘i‘owled(re
~-rich in consequences, as a basis, it was poesl,ble to reconstruct,

not only the history of 01'tmmsms, but also: the hmtor) of huma.n

institutions. . o ) .

: development of any species of p]ants ox ;mnnalﬁ
_ #

 was already accomplished as early as the thirties” ,
the sch&c;l of Atwustm Thierry in France, - -

jof Nature and its never-ceasing life.

“were on -account of that despairingly- vague.

Biology, in the hands of Helbert bpencel showed us. how

all the species of plants and’ animals inhabiting our globe were
able to develop, starting from a few very simple organisms that
existed on the earth at the betrmnmg s and Haeekel was able to

«draw a sketch of o likely genet dogm‘ﬂ tree of the! different classes

of animals, man mcluded . This was already a great result ; but

'it also beca,me possible to 1d.3 a solid' scientific foundation, to the ) B

Taking thls prmelple 50 .-

o

|

history of human customs, beliefs, and. institutions—a knowledge ..

the want of which was so much felt by the-philosophers of the
eighteenth century and Aunguste Comte, Now, the history of

human societies, institations and religions. can. be written from

the point of view of adaptive Evolution, withoyt having recourse

- to the rpeta,physical formulas of Hegel, and without resorting to .

“;nnate ideas,” to revela,tlon from abo‘, e, or, to Kant’s “sub

stan'ces.”

which the same ignorance was always Iudden —_the same old

‘ eupersmtmn the same blind faith. . .
- . Aided by the works of natuvalists on the one hand and on -
3 the other, by the works of Henry Maine and his’ follow ers, who

applied the same inductive method , to. the .study .of- primitive
mst.ltutlons and to the law codes tha,t ommnﬁed from. them,
it was possible during the last thirty years to put the history of
human ihstitutions on as firm a basis as the histor Y of thie

Of. course it would be vexfun.]ust to forget the work tlmt
of the
nineteenth' century by
-and that of Maurer and the ¢
Kostomaroff, Byelayeff and so many others were the followers in

 Russfa.. The ‘method :of evolution.had certainly. been applied:*

“We can ‘reconstrue. it without . appeahno- to  those .
'formulas which were death to the spirit of research, and beliind

nndmsts m G‘rerma.n}, of which

enéourage ient and good wishes— that is good also !
~ have come Only fromvthe ‘groWu-ups”;
'young comrades—that is Bud !
“told you of the letter, or is the idea of no nse?
. speak out.

FOR THE YOUTNG FOLK,

And letterq have come of
But "these letters
not a solitary one from my
Is it because "the ‘elder ones have not

. We have madea start——that is good !

Space jn . FB.EEDO\I is scarce ; bhere is no room foridle talk.

FreEEDpOM has seen no* reason to open up a column for young folk.

Their sole object has. been to deal with w orkers, and 1pt the workers-
““to-be.

Probably this.is the reason you have not veceived a copy.

- cannot™be that you are not wise enough to understand. The letters I
have seen fr om young folk to various pa pers compare. favourably to the

Jarticle they are inserted in.

babylsh to the variou$ letters. =~ S

It makes me wax sarcastic when I he'u' suc’h ‘stuff as acertam

“individual (who happened, I am sorry to say, to be an Anarchmt) said

to nie :** Where’s the use of talking to-children ?

They are a nuisance,

and it is'a waste of time ! " I hope this is' niot the case with all my

‘elder .comrades.
_igrioye-the little ones. :
My young fr iends must 1ot be dlsheartened by these silly state-
- ments of “grown-ups” (in aqe only). Remember, whiskers and Wisdom

 dow't always go together, )
the thoughts that pass through your minds on things of social life.
Then I shall, know how to deal with the column I have captured for -
‘the young Jolk. You will probably ‘wandeér why some peoplelivein

mansions_and others in hovels.

u

If the spmt; of eredom is to grow, we must not
You will write to me n.nd tell me your ideas,

You will wonder why this little girl

and ‘that little boy have no boots or shoes, and sometimes nothmv to

‘miserable at. pleasure,
jif you keep your eyes wide open and obsez ve all tlmt goes on in your_~
own sphere.

since the Encyclopaedists to the study of customs md institu-

But to obtam correct ‘and IG&H)

‘tions; .a8 well as ]&nguaﬂes

[ “uscientific results became' possible only since mén of science

learned to ‘treat the facts of  histor v In the same way as.

naturalists examine the wradual de\ elopment of. the orrrans of 8

plant or that of a new species.
In their own day, theé metaphysical fonnula.s no doubt had <
helped the thinkers to make some approximate generalisations.

lated thought by their sometimes poetical indications of the unity
At a time when reaction:
was supreine, as it was in the first decades of the nineteenth

~ century, when ‘the inductive generaljsations of ‘the Encyclo-
paedists and’ their English and Scotch predecessors were nearly
~ forgotten, and when it would have needed moral. courage to

_speak of the umty :of- physical and “spiritual " nature in the face
of triumpbant mysticism—in those dark ddys the ‘poetical con-
ceptions of some Fren¢li thinkers and the nebulous metaphysics

| “of the Germans upheld at least-the taste-for generalisations.

But the Wenemhea,tlons of that time, ‘being established either
by the dla,lectlc method or by meahs of a half-conscious-induction,’
- The first—the
dialectic ones—were mostly based on naive ELSSBl‘thllS, similar to
those made by Greeks in ancient days, when they atfirmed that

planets must travel through space along circles, because the ecircle *
“is* the most ~perfect curve.

"If the natve character. of such
assertions and the total absence of proofs did not strike everyone,

it was only because it was concealed by tlie: vagueness of the .

‘arguments and . ‘nebulous reasonings, as well 4l b} an obscule
and grotesquely heavy style. As to the second, 4.%, those -
generalisations which had at-their or 10'111 a senti-conscious indue-

‘ tlon, they were always built upon a series of extremely limited
* observations—like the hasty generalisations of Weissniann, built
* .upon a very nairow basis of iacts, which_have caused ‘some stir.
The value of the

of late among our biologist contemporaries.
hypothetical. 0enera11sat10n$ based upon sueh half-consgious induc-
tion was easﬂv emggemted and they were represented as indis-

‘putable laws, “while they were mere guesses, mere suppositions, _
~ or embryos of generalisations which needed to be SLIbJeeted to .

the most.elementar y test by facts.
' And finally, all these loose generalisations were expressed in a.
way $0 abstract and. cloudy—as, for instance, the famous. thesls

antithesis, and SYIIHTGMS. of Hegel—that they left the fullest

~liberty to draw from them. the “most arbitrary. practical con-.

clusions. In fact, one could deduce from them, (tlus was really’
‘done) the revolutlona,ry spirit of Bakunin and . the Dresden

- Revolution, the 1'evolutlon(u'5 Jacobinism of Marx, and the
' «“Recognition of what exists,”
. "Hegehans to make ““Peace with reality "—that is to say, to
~indulge in the glovification of autocracy.

which led so many “nrrht‘mwunr

" 1 hardly need mention
here ?119 economic errors into which the Marxists have lately
fallen; owihg . to their predilection for the dialectic method a.yd-

.economic me’caphysu,s, as against the qtudy of the actual mcts of

economic- Ilfe.
o ( 1o be contzvmed )

must net ‘be so iuquisitive; it 1s very 'wrong!”
friends, that is the seat of the trouble,
schoo]ed in that command that they have allowed other pgople who are
in power—prince, priest, and politician—to do‘the thinking for them,

.hence the wretched state of the worker.
“trinity I have just named does mot like young folk to be mqmmhve..
The) will impress that paxtlcuhn ¢ virtte” upon your eIders that they

Why some people have the power of making. people ha,ppy or.
These questions will surely rise in your mind

Some people will say to )ou if )ou ask questions: Ohﬂd you
Ahf my young

“Gxown-ups have ‘been so

Mark you, comrades, that

- in their turn may impress. you in a like manner.,

.. They helped especially to rouse numbed minds, and they stimg==—-

Yes, that is the seat of the trouble. Did you ever go to a Church

- pupil asking - this: “If God Tovds us all and tells us to love our

enemies, why does he send some of us to hell 3% Nine times out of
" ten the teacher will caution the pupil where inquisitive peopIe go to.
Then if the boy or girl is not subdued, they will probably ask: « Will
‘God.be vexed with me for being mqumtlve % 1f so, why d1d he make
me inquisitive 27

As soon as-you start to be 1nqu131t1ve, this’ tnmt} -—-prmce, P 1esb

-, Hypatia, a girl teacher, who lived in Alexandria in the year 415. This -

- poor girl. was dragg ed through* the streets of the town and cruélly’
~murdered by Christians in a church dedicated to Christ.

Her “érime¥—

Don't be afraid to

In fact, in many cases the altncle is

It -

Sunday School ¢ Did you hear how the teacher answers those questions
which are s simple and yet so diffieult for them to evade? Imagine a

Let

- " was being mqulslqlve about things of life and telling people what she

thought.

"We have also a'man. like Giordano Bzuno, an Italian, who -
was a bold and featless thinker, one who also was inquisitive, aidasa

.and politician—will do their utmost to stop your mouth, for the elmple L
- reason that they will Jose your pennies that help to fatten them. -
us, for one moment, see: what this Church has done to ‘those who have
- been inquisitive and’ spoken fxeely to their comrades.-

There wAS -

. result was hounded down and compelied ‘to pass seven long yearsin

.-.’-

LI

]

* Government— Francisco Ferrer.
those inquisitive minds qof the young folk:of Spain. ‘
- Lying Church,” as Carlyle named if, soon stopped 'his mouth withra

“bullet.
your voices .be heard.

_ prison, and afterwards burnt at the stake opposite the Vatican in
" Rome.
was execnted.

.Now there is a monument in his honour ab t,he placo where he

Then we have one who has: Juqt been murdered by the Spamsh
This man’s sole object.was to satisfy
That ¢ Great

That “Greab Lying Church ” will: quake if* you but just let

- child moré or less possesses.

Novw, comrades, what are you going to do? If you ,’shmk me

wrong in any statement I have made, or idea I have expressed, tell me

of it.

Letters w1ll always be welcomed by your comrade,’
DICK J AMES.

1.) Boswell Street L1verpooi.,

I789'"“""1793
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I*could fill pages of instances where brutal
methods have been adqptéd to stay that mqu:eltwe miind which every
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Généra.l ‘Election.

Tt is said that the known cost of the-présent election is

something like £2,000,000. What has been spent in barefaced

bribery and corruption must be left to the imagination. .- Besides

_this, we have to reckon an infinitely greater cost in the moral

degradation of a people by the lies, the trickery, the hypocrisy
and humbug of the whole nduseating husiness of vote-catching.

Then again there is the immense waste of a quantity df mis-

. directed energy, which if intelligently applied in the direct aim

]
n
¥

of conqnering some social, political, or even economic liberties
for the people, might have'won something worth striving for.

Tnstead of-this;we have the spectacle of a Labour Party that

~ 1iearer to the revolution;

Keell.

| mis1éaders, they would be the better able to free themselves

143

from that confused. actign which leads them to vote a ‘repre-
sentative ' into Parliament the while they are organising a
strike against the masters to resist an encroachment or to win a
concession! The task of educating.the workers in’ the advan-
tages as well as the need for Direct Action” will never. be done
by those who aré absorbed in ‘the Parliamentary struggle. It
should be done, and could be done, by those who striye for true

* Socialism, as well as by those who share the, Anarchist ideal.
~And it is such work that will sweep away not only theLords

and their veto, but also the capitalist and his exploitation, the
financier and his' wars. * With such work we are brought
without it we have nothing to face
but reaction. L - S

'EVOLUTION OF" ANARCHISM.

. By W. TCHERKESOFF. . . .

ey~
[ DU

V.—Tacrics, _ , )
The two elements of our.sncial conception—viz.,, Communism
as the ecrnomic foundation, and the abolition of the State as

thé political basis—impose upon ns Anarchists a’ two-sided

struggle : on the one side, the economic fight against capitalism
and exploitation; and on the other, the struggle against-the-
State and political oppression. : - - o

Both forms of struggle were nob &iécovered by Anarchists. .

‘Since the Plebeians marched out of Rome to force concessions .
from the Patricians till the strikes of the English workers
‘especially  practiged during the first half of the nineteenth
century, it has been known what a powerful weapon-a strike,
-and especially a.general strike, may be. In recent years, the

was to be the hope of the workers losing a fifth of their sti‘éﬁgth"”*ﬁ‘iumphﬁm general striké of 1905 in Russia, which wrung a

in their first encounter with the middle classes. ne
" of the features of the struggle: The middle’ classes are aroused,
- and’have thrown in their lot with the landed apistocracy, not

only to check the onward march of demoeracy, but to win back

-such “reforms ’—trifling as they may be—as have heen already
gained. C - | I
- As we have pointed out all along; the Labour Party has
chosen the wrong ground on which to decide the battle that has
to be fought. . It may do very well for the leaders, who have a
keen eye for official appdintments, to play the political game as

“other- parties play it; but for the workers battling with a cruel -

and heartless.wage system it spells nothing less than disastér. |

So while the Labour Party tends more and more to merge
itself into a party of democratic Radicalism,<ve see all hopes of
Socialism as a Parliamentary power absolutely destroyed. = What
in “this case do the ‘revolntionary” Socialists—if any still
exist—intend to do? 'If Parliament is closed tg them, do
they imagine there is no other work to do? Apathy .and

indifference would be the worst of crimes in such circumstances,
‘especially when it is clear that the work .which will really
“help the future remains -entirely distinct from and outside of
Parliament. | S - -

~ Let us inquire for a *moment what really faces us all,

Anarchists and Socialists alike, as the most serious problem of

the immediate future. Evidently reaction is fighting desperately

for the upper hand. While it can control votes—and it can do.

this, as we plainly see, in spite of all the Corrupt Practices Acts—
it will work its will-against the people. : Do we all-réadlise what

~ this means ? - For one thing, a fierce and uncompromising attack

.on the organised Labour of thi» country. They have already

‘ gi'veh us a foretaste of this. Tor another thing, we should soon
'.o:be plunged in & Buropean cornflagration ot which war "between

‘England and’ Germany would only form one chapter in the

volume of crime. It is true no one can say what might happen

as a consequence of all this. But if we wish to avoid it, what is
to be done? Leave it to the Labour Party in the Ho't_ise‘?

It were better to use. our-common sense while there is tiie.
We will look for a moment at France. There an antimihitarist

- propaganda, coupled with Direct Action, has Had some effect—
' | It

enough at any rate to cause alarm in governmental circles.
is clear that if anything could stay the hand of the Jingoes, it
would be the feat of the General Sfiike.and -the antimilitarist
spirit. And if .these fbrces were only ‘as well developed in
Germany and England as in France, we might have some hope
of checkmating .the Imperialists, who are at this moment a
Furopean danger. . . ' -

English Trade Unionism may have cast its votes for the

. Labogir candidates, but they will not win what Labour needs.
In fact, if the Unions were rid: of their politicians and their

t

For that is one

.and armed violence. . .

Constitution from an obstinate despot, again confirmed this.
CODVininH. . ' ) o _‘._‘S..._.. ] o ' . “
Though not originated by Anarchists, in the peoplé’s mind

‘the idea of the General Strike is associated with Anarchism and ;

considered a specially Anarchist weapon, as during the last forty
years, under the influence of ‘German Social Democratic Parlia-

‘mentariapism, the leaders of the working-class movement,.

guided by what interests it is difficult to say, were opposed to -
the idea of & gerferal strike, and it became the task of Anarchists
to propagate amongst the workers this-effective method of
fighting. - o ‘ ' : L
" The same may be said of the struggle agaiunst the State.
Every party and individdal at every period in history has made
use of arwms, conspiracy and rebellion. . Abundant proof may be -
found, frow the time of Brutus’s dagger to Orsini’s .bomb,
Mazzini’s conspiracies and Garibaldi’s uprising: And yeb
nowadays Anarchists alone ‘are credited with the use of bombs

Again, this may be explained ;oy the fact that dufiﬁg the
last twenty. years nearly all revolutionary acts in France, Italy

. -

and Spain were accomplished by Anarchists.

' . Nevertheless, by a'strange misunderstanding, our opponents

as well as many comrades emphatically declare that Anarchists
are a party of non-political action. This error arose from the
fact that for forty years, éspecially under the teaching of Social
Democracy, the conception of pulitical -action was mnarrowed
down to Parliamentary action, as if Mazzini, John Brown, ox
Garibaldi, who never, sat in Parliament, were not among the
great champions of political liberty. | o

~ Our negation of Parliamentary tactics appears-to many -
incomprehensible.’ But it must not -be forgotten that our

‘pridciples and nur conceptions of a future society logically lead
"us to this abstention.

A Parliament is a political institution
which legalises the State extortion of money from the producers
in order to uphold wmilitarism, class organisation, and ‘the

‘existing political and social iniquities:” Never has a Parliament

of -its own initiative abolished any social injustice, but only
under pressure of popular agitation. . o
Many sinceré and honest people believe that when one day
the representatives of the working class shall have a majority
in Parliament, they cau dictate a great social expropriation, thus
peacefully bringitif about the_solution of the social problem.

.To believe in a peaceful social expropriation by an Act of
Parliament was easy for those peoplée who were convinced that

under the imaginary law of concentration of capital the number
of capitalists was progressively "dininishing, and by the time
that the people woald have a majority in Parhament the-,
number of possessors would be very few, who could be easily
forced to submit to & Parliamentary decision.. ‘But we know, at
present that the number of possessors, instead of diminishing,
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submissive, they) are uniting in trusts and corporations, and are
defying Parliagdent and people. -
After all, jf is only the people themselves, by revolutionary

Qivect*'action) that can compel the capitalists to restore to thé ' _ ,

.. commemorated the anniversary of the Chicage Anarchist Martyrs on

. Amarchists do nob intend to waste energy in futile Parliga. November 11 in the Trades Hall. Several years ago, being & member
-+ k)

prodicers that which is their own.

For ‘that reason, we

_mentary a.gitaft.ion;, which happens, after all, only onpce in four

o

ot five years. - We prefer to prépagate by word and deed the
idea. of a constant, daily struggle by direct action ih the
economic, and by rebellion and uprising in the political
struggle. - S ‘ S o

- | ¥ % *

Such ‘are, in brief, the ideals, principles,-and tactics of.
contemporary Anarchist Communism: F we compare them

FREEDOM.
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"with the conception of the first Anarchist' thinkers, such as'

Godwin and Josiah Warren; we clearly observe’ that they, like

many Continental thinkers, specially occupied themselves'svith .
the rights and liberty of the individual and-of the minority. .

‘They fully recognised the uselessness of a Governtment interfering
in the life and decision of. the individual or of the community, -

~ 4nd first showed ‘the futility of any Government, which. at that

time, even in Constitutiopal countries, often acted arbitvarily
and despotically. - = . S o

But thosé first Anarchists raiber neglected the economic
side of the -social question in defending the rights of the
‘individual whose full freedom they could not gonceive without
private property. ) o L ‘ o
Even Proudhon, who lived a generation later, and who

.expressed his Anarchism in the following words: ™ To dissolve,.

to merge the political 'or governmental system into'the economic

_system by reducing, simplifying, decentralising, and suppressing

one after another :the parts of that hnge machine called
Government or State >—even he advocated the individual
ownership of the produce of labour. - S
This fear of Communism, especia
be explained by the authoritarian form in which it
at that time, as we mentioned before: ' .
Besides, none’ of those preeursors of Anarchisin, noteven

was preached

- Proudhon; was revolutionary. Revolutionists in the first half
 of the nineteenth century were Republicans and Nationalists

- evils

who were fighting for the liberation  of their oppressed nation,
and authoritarian Communists such as Blanqui.and his friends.
But among the Socialist workers many were revolutionary af
that time.. One of these, Dejacques, who fought on the June
barricades of 1848, formulated his Anarchist ideas in- his paper,
Labertaire; saying: “ Autherity and property "are_ the evils!
Geniu§ of Anarchy,.spirit of future ages, deliver us from: those
1 S :

Those rewvol

. persecuted, many perishing on the barricades or in deportation

5 wf‘ptern' ational.

and exile. During- the ‘whole of the following generation
Socialist litérature was systematically destroyed by the authori-

“ sixties” of last century Socialist ideas of all shades, including
Anarchism, revived ; and again the question of Communism
was brought 'fqrvéﬁrd and discussed py the workers of the

1
o -

|\ After the defeat of the COm.mumne of Paris in 187],’1'evo.]1.1-

_tionary Socialism in Burope was represented only by Anarchist
- Communists. Only they c0nti.nued the fight, by word and deed,

o _ ' With a new Portrait.

against authority and oppression ; and we can say that- prachiz.-

cally the strength of State and Capitalism' was concentrated
against them. ° o ‘ o
~ But amidst this persecution the Anarchist Communist ideas
gpread and developed, and the.young generation of Anarchists,
starting the propaganda of antipatriotism and antimilitarism,
and revolutionary direct action, in- the economic struggle,
succeeded in awakening, especially in France, Italy, and Spain,
that revolutionary spirit which alone .can lead to a Social
Revolution and to the realisation of equality and justice which
anity. . .

! o 3

° [These articles will shortly be i'el.)ublish-e(lrl as @ pdm‘phﬁt. ]
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lly in Proudhon’s case, ;ﬁiustv'

‘W TCHERKESOFF.” |

‘much indignation was shown.
;and was spoken highly of even by the capitalist press.
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Australia.

Anarchist propaganda is making solid progress in Melbourne. We

of theCouncil, I succeeded in obtaining the use .of the hall apnd we -
commemorated the execution of our murtyred comrades, and the Press °
denounced the Trades Hall Council ns Anarchists. .‘This was. more -
than the Tabour politicians -conld. swallow, consequently /I was
summoned before ‘the Council, who were afraid their prospects of
obtaining a Parliamentary job would be jeopardised, so after a lively
debate, in which the politicians emphasised the fact that they. strongly.
upheld faw and gevernment, and wished to preserve the honour and
respectabidity of the Council, it was resolved that I be-expelled. o
~ This year we applied for a room in the Trades Hall, obtained one,
and held our meeting in the same Hall from which [ was expelled six
years ago.  The place was - crowded.

'We have also had a protest meeting about Fevrer's execution, on .
the Yara Bank. There were several thousand people present, and
Ferier was in Australia’ some years ago -

“You are awave of the greut coal miners' strike at “Newcastle, New
South Wales. “As usual, the' Labour politicians have destroyed what
was likely to-develop into a general strike. There is'a bitter struggle

" going on between the Direct Actionists and the political .Labour Party.

otionary Commuuist workers were 'severely .

-politicians,

‘happened only for the cowardly attack of the -

The political tricksters, at present led by a schewer named Hughes, are
masters, and lHave .accomplished nothing after trying for over u month
to get a conference. Hughes -advised” the whaif labourevs te- handle
and unload the coal ltom the ships, but the coal lampers refused. If o
the ‘waterside workers would only join_the miners, a general strike
would be-inevitable, which would expose the uselessness of the Labour
So. the Labour Party are assisting the Government ‘to .
maintain what they call order, in $he iiiterest of the whole community,
or, rather, their own interest—they don’t want the workers to see
through their capers. Hughes and Holman, another Labour Teader,
have denounced Peter Bowling, the miners’ president, as an agitator
and law-breaker. The outcome is that Bowling, Burns, and Brennan
have been- arrested on charges of eonspivacy. This would ‘not have
‘ Labour politicians, of
which a majority are on the Strike conference. The strike .must end
either in a wmiserable compromise or’'worse, a wretched  defeat, owing to
being betrayed. But there is satisfaction in the fact that a long step

" has been made in the divection of tha General Strike, coupled with

distrust in Parliamentary action, and this promises well for Anavchy. -
. o J. W. FLEMING. .
- WHAT COMPULSORY ARBITRATION -MEANS. '
. Our readers will have seen the ferocious sentences pronounced on
the Australian strike leaders; that on’ Bowling to twelve months'
imprisonment is scarcely credible. - The following quotation from the

-

Melbourne Nocialist will show that the matter is not.to be let drop :—

“QOnce again the Unionists of Australia are getting a taste of
what thé infamous. Industriab-Disputes Act really means, and of what.

was secreted in that measure supported by their own Labour, Party. .
0C18 { Ie ' ‘Entrenched bebind the Act, the Wade Government (the éreature of the
ties, especially in _f*‘ranvce, Ttaly, . and Germany. ; But in the -

Vend) at last shows its hand, and almost concurrently with the opening
of the Uniou co-operative minés sets in operation the provisions of
compulsory arbitration. Five strike leaders have been arvested !......
The question of supreme importance is—how shall the arrests be taken,
by turning the other cheek, or' with an eye for an eye? L Inawar, to
knuckle ander is to be conquered—to reward blow with blowis to bid

. \ . . L . . [ 1
“for suceéss. But, departing from this analogy, there is nothing suver,

than that vesistance to oppression is opptession’s death. Tyrauny
triumphs only with weaklings.......If allowed to pass -unresisted,
these arrests will be followed .up with mock frials and brutal jailings—
witness all Australia’s strike history—therefore, prompt and detérmined .

_ ‘pragest should be made, and the machinery of:the Industrial Disputes

Alct - completely wrecked so that jmprisonment under it will be

_ impracticable. This protest cap’ effectively be made by the General

Strike! The true plan of retaliation at the present momeny is the

-General Strike! To sit idly b‘yf or even to rest content with denouncing

the partisanship of Wade, is to condone the ignominy and iniquity of

the arrests. -Action is imperative. Action! Action! Action!”

Russia. - - | C
The State Budget is everywhere a heavy burden on the pegple,
but néwhere is'it so erushing as in Russia, where 2,400,000),000 roubles
(£240,000,000) is spent annually by the Government, and yet every
year there is a deficit of 17 to 20 wmillion pounds which have to be
covered by internal or mostly féreign loaus. -This enormous sum of
£340,000,000 has to be extorted directly or indirectly from the people.
Every article of .consumption is taxed, and life in the small provincial -
Russia thwns has become as.expensive as in the most fashionable
centres of Europe. This means that for a hundred million of the

fural population starvationor the dread of starvation is their continual

. fate. How the: State’s resources arb wasted may be guessed from the
fact that the Goverriment is contemplating -the appointment of sp >cial

inspectors { Revisors),.as a recent inspection of the War Commissariat,

3 o
d’l

years ago. The \ Tom Mann, Havry Holland, our . .
lady comrade, Mrs. Buriles, and myself spoke. _ - :
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of the administration of Centml Asia, and of the. Railway Department .

has disclosed- gigantic frauds and embezzlements These were carried
but.npt only by petty ofﬁcmls, but by high functionaries with the title
of G
- hand over forty-five of these from various parts of the Empire' to the
 judicial tribunals. J : ~
To give an idea of the extent of the embezalement we quote the

, figures of the deficit of tho Russian railways :—

1900 36,000, 000 roubl
- 1902 .. .. .. 403,000,000

1905, ... .. ..o= 895000000 '

1907 e T 1,330,000,000 |,

‘Our Social Democratic friends, who are so persistently p:ea&hmo that
~all must belong to and be managed by the State, should note tha.t
nearly all the uulways are a State munopoly

‘Thé above-mentioned  enormous suwms of mouey are squandered by.

a despotic Gtovernment in a country where the economic condition of
the workers is worse than in any country in Burope. Recent ingiiries

- made by independent” persons and societies -have .disclosed a terrible

‘state of affairs. In St. Petersburg, in 1908, 70 pér cent. of the

workers had no separate lodgings; they could .only afford to hire a bed -

or u corner of a, room, where they live sometimes with wife and
children,  Thety lamug and sleeping. accommodation is no better than
that ptowded for the homeless in the n1ght~shelners of London, except

that in London such’a condition is the exception, whereas jn the

Russmn capital 70.per cent. of the workers live in such misery.
‘In the prosperous province -of -Saratoff, in & few trades only the

workers’ wages are from £26 to £30 yeurly ; in some they are as low .
In the highly industrial *central pmvmce, Viadimir, the

as “£7.
inquiry by the Zemstvo showed that ouly 5 per cent. of-the worl\ers
earn more than 50s, monthly, more than half of “the- popuiatlon earn
. only 15s. a month, and many even less .than that. It'is stated by the

Moscow inquiry that in the industrial centres of Russia the condition

and wages of the wor kmg classes oenemiiy had grown worse by about
25 per cent _ o o ,

) N ) - ’ - - . . s "_—l‘*.‘ "‘. . - . ’ - ' '1
Amerwa. . : : ' S '

The relations between the Steel Trust and theAmerwan Fed exabxon -

of Labour have been strained lately, and since the Federation’s Congress

! it b IS e
in Toronto it has been organising the resistance against the Steel Trust Cour clalm the vice-presi C‘tep t of the French Astronomical Society,

- Mr. Lalsant a most prominent and valuable scientist, and above

" and collecting funds for the conflict. Ou the other hand, the Trust
* has profited: by the reformist and even conservative tendenies which

the Union of the steel workers has fostered amongst its members for

the last few years. The absence of revolutionary ‘spirit in the ranks

of the Unionists has made it easy, for the millionaire employers to lead -

them on the road of cor pmauve selfishness which the Unionists » them-
- selves had initiated. Yeaf's"'ago the steel kings began to interest their
workers in their business.. Ab a Christmas- box, the Trust distributed
this time no less than 2,000 ,000 dollars amongst its workérs, gnd
‘advised them. to buy with the money 25,000 pleferentnl shaves, which
they offered at a figure a little lower than the market price. ' It is
estimated that the steel workers and other employees of the Trust
- possess. now in all 15,000 ovdinavy shares-and 193,500 pretezentxal
' ¢shares, representing a value of over 17,000,000 dollars.

If a conflict should break out between the Steel Trust and ‘the
- American- Federation of Labout, those workers of the Trust will be
obligéd to choose between their emp!oyers, in’ whose beneﬁt they are $0
deepiy mtexested, and their own Union.

P-TE .
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'.Norway . L

L

A project of law acramst stu&es and lock outs hagbeen Bmught:

before ‘Parliament, It proposes to create four Conciliation Bureaus,

' -each consisting of three members: ~Neither strikes nor lock-outs will
be tolerated anless the dispute has been previously before the Concilia-
tion Bureau of thie region. The Arbitration Cotct, which has to come

_ into action when the Conciliation Bureau has failed will be fixed at

. Christiania, and will also consist of three members : one appointed by
" - the Government and one each by the eniployers and workenrs.

~“On these points the Commission which has elaborated the prolect

is unammoua, as well as on the de’inand that arbitration should be-
On matters of a more

compulsory in disputes .concerning—*vages.
- general interest, the Commisgion is dn;ded in opinion.

Another ,country wherathe workers” right to strike wﬂl be
limited! New Zealand and Australis, as we have shown above, give
the best illustrations of the blessings of such laws for the workers.

Italy , .
At Speazia, the local commlttee for the viebims of Spanish ‘reaction
held a great meeting to demand a revision of Ferrer’s trial. M. Luigi

Campolonghi said it would be a great crime if the Jesuits were allowed _

to burn Ferrer's books and use the. vest of his property to build more
churches and convents. A strong resolution was passed and sent to
the Spanish Minister of Foreign Aﬁans at Madrid,

Our Italian comrades are carrying on a strong propaganda a gamst
clericalism, and a new pamphlet by Pncquale, ‘“ Down with the
Vatlcan' 7 has just appeared o A
, The recelpt of a free 00py .0f this paper is-an m“vitatlon
‘to subscrxbe 1s. 6d. per annum.
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gra) .and Couacillor of the Emplre, and it has been decided to

- president answeled that the Council of the Society considered

demand was only a matter of “moral ‘cleanliness.

_all sent individual letters of resignation to the president.

“stated that we did not agree with the Council regarding the .
“We believe that a murderer

"Comrades Jean Grave, Couture, and myself alqc asked for the .’

-

deliberations of that' kind.”
'president, published in the flench Radical press a few days

true character of .our clazm

o

MURDER !

Toe

Ina wozld—wxde scxentlﬁc society contalmncr Aour: thousand

members, and ‘having branches %nd correspondents in every -
civilised country and every large mty of the universe, in a

society whose general secretary has written so many pages of
the most radical character, _only fifteen persons have had the
elementary courage to raise their voices and.protest against one

of the most horrid and repelling crimes yet committed in our -
civilisation of the twentieth century. It is a curious fact, indeed, -

and- quite typical of the tr ue character of these large gatheungs
of scientists of all shades, that such a'degenerate as the King of
Spain, such an idiot, such a wicked creatule, such a backwald
mind so remote frqm our own conceptions of life and the
universe, should havé been duly admitted and tolerated so long

‘amongst a society of learned people, and his plesence considered

as a hlgh honour by its leading members: It is a curious
phenomenon, really, that for ten years such a broad-minded
scientist as Mr. Flamm*n‘mn seems -to ‘ber has repeatedly loudly
praised the ‘‘ virtues,” the “ merits,”

exciusion of such a Fellow to be prononnced in the shortest
possiblé time ' was abont to be discussed during the course of
the monthly sittings of the French Astronomical Society, its

that onr_claim ““was urged by purely political considerations,
and that. the regulations of the Astronomical Society forbid all
Yet, in our first letter to the

after the murder of Ferrer, we had duly specified that our

"

shame, indeed, to keep such a Fellow beside us.
of Protessor 1" errer, we- wrote, had deliberately put himself

- outside of humanity.

Having understood that the C'ounc311 had taken no. heed of

all a sincere and st1a1ghtf01wmd citizen and a man of courage,
gave us the signal to withdraw on the-spot. ‘Then there was no
Sthier attitude to be taken in presence of the general indifference

and ‘cowardice of these people. .In the cotuse-of November we
‘We

remains always a murderer, even if carrying a. crown upon his
head” We added that our withdrawal was the only way to

solve the problem, “ because nobody can comapel us.to have our

names kept side by side with the name of a criminal whose foul
deed .fills our consciences .with horror,”  In ocur own lettets,

exclusion of Porfirio IMaz, the Mexican Nero, as ca uel and bloody
as the Spanish \elo e R

7 s W7 . : i
s #oo B # 0 i

- This is only a short synopsis of the conflict, which shows )

Iamly that a society of,so-called enlightened people & society
whlch loudly boasts of having “benefacfo&s of science” among
its members, has in reality gathered up and sheltered a lot of
backward and-retrogressive elements in its bosom. At present,

1t-is easy to understand these noble w ords of Comrade Simone-

Bodeoc in a lette¥"to the secretary of the exclusion committee :
“If there erists in this world of ours too large a quantity of
wild ereatiires, theve are abore all people far worse than the wild

bea\ix there are the micek and timid, who hare nothing to lose,

who are afraid of f?w:r onn q?aar?ou and are willing to Leep
baidits among them.” Tt has been” demonstrated too many funes
that learned people are mnot necessan}y generous, dlsmterested

- deserving people.

\Totwmhstandmg, our conflict seems to be onlv beomnmv
The first act of the play has just been performed, and the mos_t
interesting part of it will only come to-morrow. Indeed, the
fifteen revolted are far from believing: themselves xanqmshed

.Not only in France, but all over the planet, they expect genérous

help from all people of spirit, they hope for a fraternal outbrealk

of solidarity from their comrades and brothers. Of course, their
claim has been unsuccessful, their voice has been silenced, and
they seem to ha've sustamed a great loss through. the fact that

‘they are now deprived. of some exquisite satisfactions and

rejoicings. But now they have another reason to '1ejoice and
be satlsﬁed for they are free to cry loudly *“Murder!” in the
ears of those who wish to be deaf and dumb. Above all, they

. are free to place the matter before the international judgment of
,all free-minded citizensy  Out of; that worn-out soeiety which is -

i .
\ .
Vol (IR R

and ‘the “ mt‘elhgenee " of,
~* that mediaeval piece of furniture. without value.” - |
.~ In the beginning of last-October, when our claim for “ the-' ‘

It was a
The murderer”

Ve
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proud fo' possess a ferocions murderer among its honorary

members, we are now quite free to .raise out voices and address
our message to the world. If we gan live and breathe no longer

in that old Temple of Science, whose steps are stained with the -

‘blood of a martyr, we are sure to have the fraternal support of
all our -freedom-loving brothers when we begin to build up a

r i -

ARIRTIDE PRATELLE. -

CORRESPONDENCE.
ANOTHER POINT OF VIEW. =
| _ (Zo the Editor of FREEDOM.) v'

1

Dear COMRADE,— .

The article in your last issue, *“ A General Survey,

n

besides

- sﬁating many things that we all need to be reminded of, raises some
points that must certainly be discussed from another side, if the.

“Survey ” is to include all facts in due propovtion.

« N.” admits that .events have happened in Spain, in Turkey, in . 'precise statements. We know that the people are ovganised into
Persia * of a magnitude: that has not happeneéd in years-in the quiet ™
- past,” and immediately after this he speaks of the terrible reaction -

that in'Spain, and in Russia more particularly, continues to inflict
atrocious cruelties on the:people. We all know these things too, well,
and we all feel that if the’ great masses of people amoungst powerful

" nations had made their voices heard, in Russia, at any vate, things

-.would :not have been so bad. The people are not alert enough ; if they
were, the capitalist system would have -been swept to-the winds long

- ere this. They frust too much in “leaders,” and the leaders betray
them. Also, it must be -confessed, the: majority lack the energy and
moral courage to think and to act independently. . .

But all this is so well understbod by  Avarchists—Anarchist
‘Communists; ‘I mean—that the whole of their conceptions of a
. yevolutionised society and the means to attain it are hased upon the
historical fact that all progress is initicted by minorities,. Therefore to

 that extent the Anparchist who-spreads his. ideas lives his life. This is
" the only “oasis” he can hope for in present society : this or the life of

a recluse. : , . : | _

' 'So many of “N.s” statements seem to me to be contradictory,
that I will try to put some, as fairly a$ I can, side by side, admitting at
the same time that in this method there is always some, risk of unfair
_quotation. As one instance, take the following :"“To—lday to ¢ Socialists’
everything is permitted to acquire personal well-being and power; they

~ bid everywhere for a share in the spoils of the peopls, and they ave let

aloue’; no one thinks of .blaming them, most people seem ready to
imitate-them.” Against this' I put what “N.” “proposes” or *believes”

 himself: “I believe in Socialism for Socialists, as I believe in Anarchism .

for Anarchists, and in_all other systems or standpoints fot other

- people, just such as thewr natural disposition prompts them to adopt.” -
I have italicised the last sentence, which seems strange after com-

plaining that “ to ‘Socialists’ everything is permitted.” = Why, then,
attack anybody or any system ¢ ‘ Whatever is is right,’ as Pope has

,told .us. This contradiction, as it. seems to me, arises from confusing

the issue at the very outset. "¢ N.” understands quite as well as any of
"us that Anarchist Communism proposes two fundamental things: first,
that the individual shall be free; secondly, to ensuyre that his freedom
shall be secure, the establishment of conditions-of social equality—not
~“uniformity "—which logically lead tojCommunism, ¢N.,” I think, is
quite wrong in confusing-the ides of uniformity with the desire of

securing for all mankind life-conditions thit assuré freedom and well- -

being. It is as if one should cavil "at the * uniformity ” of us all being
free and having bread to eat. In my view, freedom comes after we

have reached these conditions and not before—not even for the -

.individudl in his “oasis” Besides, the *‘ differentiation” which I as
well as “ N.” regard as one of the greatest needs of a healthy social
life, only begins to develop ir a real sense after a social revolution has
made Anarchist Communism possible. It is not a question of bringing
“the last stragglers” up to our own ¥ level,” whatever that may be.
Tt is 4 question first of all of human solidarity, of insisting that all

have an equal opportunity for individual development. That is quite a-

/different thing from the uniformity -of an authoritarian system of
society which we oppose with all our strength. - So what can we do but

- work for. Anarchist’ Communism and "take our full share in the '

economic struggle ¢—Fraternally yours, . ,
o ’ - AxarcrisT COMMUNIST.

ANARCHISM AND THE SITUATION.—A COMMUNAL
, ~ RESUME,

. ’ ’

) ~ (7o the Editor of FREEDOM.) -

Desr COMRADE,— .. , o
' It was stated in FrREEDOM sometime ago that no body of

comrades had hitherto openly faced the problem of the organisation of

the Social ‘Revolution. I hawe tried individually, as vo doubt have

many other comrades, to solve these ditficulties; and now that they

" seem to have somewhat cleared away, I try-to put the position before
" you as it appears to me, in the hope that if theve are diticulties which

T bave not been able to perceive, they may be openly discussed.

I havd used the word ‘“Resumdé” as a substitute for the word. "

t
- Y S N

*food, clothing, and shelter.

- sidered they would be right in refusing it. -

L3

« Revolution,” as more indicative of the method to be pursued ; and.I

have used the word * Communal,” as indicating the character of our
aims. (
friends might say, a Respmo, of the prime hecessaries of life—fire,
And one thing that is quite clear to my
mind in this matter ig that anything of the nature of a General Strike
cannot attain to what we desire. A strike is 4 velinquishing, aud our .
great need is not to relinquish anything which is esseutial to the well-

~ being of the community from a Communist standpoint. .

It has been demonstrated that one. of the: greatest lerrors in the’

comrse of history has béen the relinquishing of the gontrol of milithry

power by the people, apd allowing it to be controlled by an external
authority, It'is necessarj to resume control of it. This, it seems to
me, can be done most effectively by a Commuuist Resume, by making

“the necessavies 'of life free and plentiful for all, people and military
cwealtke, in order to break down the authority under which the military -
My proposal is that it should be doune hy a vast credit

are controlled.
‘system. The people have an abundance of credit. They have numerous,
and immense. organisations in a condition for alliliating with ench’
other; which” would enable them to carry okt successfully this idea,
T don’t think theve.s any need to go iuto tigures or attempt to make

thousands of associationis of various kinds aud purposes, and that they
possess a vast amount of both private and socialised wealth ou which

“credit could be obtained to successfully eurry through the Social

Revolution without the loss of either wealth or life. We know
we have one gveat organisation, born of the people after years of
struggle and suffering, which now numbers millions of members and 13
‘quite capable of undertaking the immense task of regulatipg the supply
of the needs of society.
It is quite clear that -all State, judicial, provincial, and municipal

“authority must Be thoroughly cast aside, so that the people may be free

to associate and arrange the supply of their own. requirements. Many

My idea is that®there must be a retaking, or, as our Ksperanto

But it must be done by the people themselves.” -

.difficulties bave presénted themselvesto me in considering this matter,

and perhaps will suggest many in the minds 6f others;-if so, I hope we
‘shall have the benefit of cousidering them, so that we may get a little
nearer to the thought that leads to action.—Yours fraternally, -

' A : : .
‘ ' : P o A. H. Hour. -

e
“

Mr. :'H. W. Nev‘i.ns‘on_ 'Oxi Rébell-ioﬁ.;’-

On Sunday, J anuéfy' 30, at }South' Place, Iﬁnsbitute, a lecture on’

“ Rebellion,” given by Mr. H. W, Nevinson',’"“had special interest for—-=

Londbn Anarchiébs. The lecturer made a strong point of the fact that
all through history rebels had always been more cruelly tortured and

executed -than ordinary criminals. And yet, although the governing -

powers had behaved in this way, the people had always loved rebels

"and had made herdes of them after their death. ITe discussed absome

‘letigth the point as to whether f ature democratic Statés would concede
the right of rebellion to their citizens. He thought not, and con-

It was rather disappointing to find Mry. Nevinson falling back on’

_the hackneyed assertion that although Anarchism would vso}v'e the
questjon, we should need to have a population of angels before it could

be established. The answer: it is becanse men—and women !—are not
angels that they cannot be trusted to-govern us, has been so often given
that be can hardly be ignorant of it. B :

The lecture was both interesting and instructive, but the.subject. .

“wids too big to be treated in.an hour’s discourse, so that the point that-
needed development—pamely, that rebellion and authority, the two
forces that have been fighting it out all through history, anid have yet
to meet for the final struggle on the economic field—couid hardly be
touched upon. A course of lectures onthat subject, -treated ftom a
libertarian standpoint, would be of the greatest value at the present
moment. o :

4 . What is the Aim (.)f' Ana-rchi'sm?

+ To combine complete:’&év'elopment of Individtiality with the

" highest -development of Voluntary Association, and, in seeking to

achieve this laudable end, it closely follows old Dame Nature’s
methods, and is, therefove, nothing if not™ Neientific. Indeed, the
“ Anarchist Couception of Society is anything but new. Analysed, it
simply signifies Association minus Coercion. - Its germs can’ readily
be traced in the history of the Cian, the Village Community, the -
Mediweval Guilds, and most notably in the grand Federation of Urban
Communes known as the Hanseatic Leagug,.instituted by ITamburg
and Liibeck in 1241, The State uniformiyexerted itself to suppress

-or extirpate whatever was good in these, and unfortunately the baleful .

Conquestador traditions of Imperial Rome, in spite of -the counter-
balancing teaching of the Christ, has everywhere. prevailed in Camp
and Court of Law. Yet men lived in Societies thousauds of years
before the first States; were constituted, and, on the whole, to much '
bettel: purpose. Nor is the conflict over~-Appearances notwithstanding,
the Commune grows and Kmpire dwindles apace~—MORRISON DDAVIDSON,

' Reyuolds's, January 30.

f
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PROPAGANDPA NOTES.

Movement are specially tnyited, and should be sent in not

Y later than the 25th of euch month.] '

» - .

As T mentioned in a pievious issue, we decided, to form into

 classes. Ouv January 3 Mat® Kavanagh addressed 'the children on
¢ «War” Tach of them had been presented with copies of Holarek’s

«War Pictures,” so Mat took the opportunity of explaining then.
This proved interesting and instructive to all.
Sunday T 'visited a Socialist Sunday School—Rock Ferry—where
classes were in.operation. The idea seemed  good and workable. The
teachers were better able to jnstruct them in various subjects according

to age. It was agréed.that the plan might be adopted at our school, -
" so we straightway did it, and, as far as we can see, it gives inore ‘satis-
~ faction. The diffieulfy is to'get teachers. Our classes are £0o big, and -
~ we want more teachers. .Are there any volunteers? Those who do
take the responsibility will find it instruetive and,interesting. -Since

we have started. this method the school has been attended exceedingly
well, and it makes it very diffiecnlt for such a small. staff as three/

. However, let us hope that -before long we shall capture a comrade or.
* two that will help us out of our difficulty. R

. This mouth (January) we took advantage of FrEEDOM'S offer ‘on
the front page and distributed a hundred copies amongst the N.8.S. on
~January 16. - . o : R , ;
There is a desire to have an adult class connected with the school,
“but I am afraid our elder comrades are too apathetic. The class could
be formed for propaganda purposes, lectures ov discussions. The
_ opportunity is there; what are you going to do? . Oh ! that comrade
"~ who is a great.Dumper! r

heavens if he could.” Save us from the great Damper! .
“"We shall'be glad'to ses comrades at the I.L.P. Rooms, 1 Clarendon

‘Terrace, Beaumont Street, on Sundays, 3 pm. . v

" Donations (Dec. 25 to Jan. 35) 35 10d, Wm. O'H. 2s, B. Black Is.

GuasGow. .. S TR
On.Sunday, January-9, John Turner addressed a crowded meeting
_in the MetropoleTheutre on the *“ Aims of Anarchism.” . He created a
~ good impressipn, and fairly sileced the politicians, who were present
in force. ' The applause -which greeted his advocacy of Digect Action

. was hearty, and the andience keenly appreciated his scathing indictment

- of Parliamentany action. Altogether it was a most successful piece of
propaganda, and the Tlaiou Scouts are to be congratulated ¢a thel.
courage in allowing a subject hated so. much by: their

‘ o S J. 8. Masox,

. s, et

. The pt‘épg;g;ﬁbﬁd;ﬁ"iiﬁ Leeds is not dead yeb, M-’éeﬁings are held

. every Sunday evening at 7.30, at the concert room of the  Pointers
Good discussions take place, but we are-short of’

Inn,” North ' Street. ) ta
‘speakers, therefore I would ask every comrade in and around Leeds
who isable to speak to come to the meetings aud give us a helping

- LEICESTER. ) e T
: C. H..Xean's Monday evening lectures at the Secular Hall during
'the past month have aroused great interest, the lecturer’s unorthodox
views shaking the faith of his audiences in some of their most cherished
‘convictions—economic, religious, and political. A ‘few years ago
- Leicester was a regular centre- for Anarchist propaganda, but the
Parliamentary will-o’-the-wisp. has drawn many away.. It is to be
hoped that XKedn's lectures will revive the. old gpirit. ~‘The election
fover has elightly affected..the attendance, but now that-the excitement
" has subsided good audiences may be looked for. 'The lectures will be
continued every. Monday during February and:March, '

EpyoNTON, | . .t . ' _ .
‘In spite of the changeable weather, Comrade W. Ponder has been
holding meetings at Edmonton Green on Sunday mornings., His
attacks on Parliamentary action have stirred up the local 8.D.P., and a
debate on ¢ Free Qrganisation or Majority Rule” has been arranged
“between our comrade and C. R. Smart, 8.D.P,, to take place at

‘Ydmonton Green on two Sunday mwephings, February 6 and 13,

commencing at 11.30 each day.

l

Cannng Towx, . o .

" We sincerely regret the loss of two of our Canning Town comrades,
who have recently died. Thomas Little and Walter Knight were both
active in the propaganda, and will be greatly missed by their fellow
workers, We sympathise with the members of both-families in their

. ®
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