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- With this issue_of FREEDOM 1we are giving away a (arvtoon
S e - entitled : BT

“WAIT AND SEE!”

‘Labour Day and the Labour Movement. .

If the weather permits, there. will be a _great'v g&thériﬁg _ of

Socialists and Trade Unionists on Sunday next. :Many things

have happened since May, 1909, which both parties—indeed all"

advanced parties—have cause to discuss with the deepest interest.

- Liabour politics have hrought little enough’grist to the mill of the-

. worker. The wage-earner.has found after all that he cannot
‘make his‘“,fb_i‘cé felt.at the polls to anything like the extent he has
been told; for reasons which we hope soon to make. clear, in spite

- of the liés wpon which he has been fed. - For Socialists there are

‘even more interesting problems to discuss. Hyndman and his
" satellites who represent the S.D.P. have, as.they tell us after all

' these years, only. been “ ploughing the sands.” Blatchford has-

reduced himself to ashes, the Grayson rocket has come down like

- a stick, and the luminaries who * represent” the Socialist (2 and’
. Labour movements in Parliament are not in the best 6 odour t _ 3 . Y
-appointed to the magistracy, and. then we get an exhibition of
—#5tality sueb ag we have lately hadeat Hayw.ords. Hegth, + T it

. with the “ rank and file”’~—to use a hateful phrase. “Such being
- the case with the “leade=s,” it might have been imagined these

mnovements would have been demoralised by such a state of : ,
“things.. We are glad to say that nothing could be further.from+ for appropriating a piece of coal worth fivepence, what sentence, .

- the truth. Many'branches, we learn, have found new strength by -

continuing their activities without regard to *leaders.” They
have become .real, active, autonomous groups, self-reliant .and
independent of party red-tape. We hope: they will increase and
multiply. © - S . . RO .
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g ThevFo‘undations of Government. I | C
The Anderson gffair is no surprise to those who know well
enough the rottenness of society, and the infamous rascality that

- underlies all go¥érnment., The virtuous serenity of the governing

classes was probably.a little disturbed to find all this filth and
- corruption of the spy system so' vear home. The respectable

say, having his interests protected—but he does not wish to be
“reminded of the crimes that are committed under the cloak of
- that word. He thinks thé tribe of the Azeffs is only to he found
in the police systém of the Continent, and ddes not exist among

~ the saints of Scotland Yard. After the Anderson disclosures,

- perhaps he may have his doubts. But why should all the odium
be cast on such tools as Le Caron and his like? ' Governments
have -always used them, and always will; in fact; they breed
them. Why not then blame the moral cowards who are content

_to live in a society that can. tolerate such abominations, and who

" never raise their voices to denounce it ?° Why not execrate those
who vote the secret service money, well-knowing the vile-uses
to which it will be put? In a“wqrd, why cannot the exploiting

.classes be honest for once, since the cat is out of the bag, and
own that the soldier with his bullets, the policernan with his
club, the spy with his corruption, ‘are the real pillars of their

‘precipusssociety and of the government that takes it under-its -~ ' ]
’ | - : N : ~ longer it can be repeated.

wing. -

Soeialism (?) in Australia.

If the millennium is to be brouéh‘t to 4;’]:ua‘ péopl_e. by political

“aetion, it seems to. be about due in’ Australia at the présent
moment.  But:go far we hear nothing of the beginning of the

reign of liberty, equality, and fraternity: The Daily News is~

certainly right when if warns us to expect nothing of the kind
. . - o N . '
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- their ends, and what §hall we find them- doing ? Wasting time -

o Ok _System . : ~ gt the hands of the British ‘administration.
bourgeois does not mind paying to be “ governed "—that is to

>

. IMPERFECT IN ORIGINAL .

JOURNAL OF ANARCHIST COMMUNISM. -~

.. MonTaLY ; ONE PENNY

~ to happen. - Tor after all, ﬁeilhaps,’ the biggest of ail-'poiit'ica;l

lies is-the lie that tells the workiérs they can win their emancipa- -
“tion through the ballot-box.  They can by these means tighten
their chains'rather, and postpone the coming of real economic
freedom—freedom from wage-slavery. Take any. countiy in
~which the Socialist party is. using political methods- to -further -

‘in trying to secure miserable petty reforms, which the bourgeois .

" “class will very willingly give ‘to the workers when outside.
- pressure becothes sufficiently strong to threaten the-'‘rights of

- property.” And now we hdive the opportunity. of watching,
development$ in Auvstralia with its “ Socialist” Government,
it1s devoutly to be hoped the working classes the world over will
mark, learn; and inwardly digest the moral.of the situation. And:
. when bitter experience shall have tanght them how mistaken it
was to put their trustin the broken reed of political action, we
may hope théy will learn that it is to their own right arms,
~di-ected by clear ideas, that they must turn for the -conquést of

. tse rights that can alone make life worth liviog.

| m—— a—— .

Enoligans on the Beneh. ~ 707 ..
.. We hope the British people begin fo understand that all our ™
hooligans are not bred and born in the slums. Not infrequently -
we hear-of their'doings at Oxford and Cambridge, where their
“ social position”’ saves them from the punishment served out to
the slim-dweller. - And these well-to-do cads are occasionally

could be supposed that such a septence was applicable to a.child

we 'ask, would be- suitable to those who have appropriated to . -
themselves the entire coal supply of Britain ? The calculation is

~ beyound us, so we leave it to the legal lights of Haywards Heath,

merely noting the fact that these worthies—true patriots, no
doubt—seem to think their c¢hild victims will be very useful in

- the'Navy, helping to defend institutions that make them gaol-

birds first, and food for powder after.

British Rule in:Ceylon. S T o
The Free Hindusthan, of New York, gives some facts regard-
ing the blessings of government as' experienced by the Cingalees
After reminding us
that the pernicious opium traffic is still a Government monopoly,
it "gives the following figures to prove what a costly blessing
foreign rule becomes to a subject race :— S S
““ The salary and allowances of the English Governor of the
~island in 1908 was 181,519 rupees. The allowance for higher
education, 136,221 rupees. Thus the allowance of an individual
“officer is more than the allowance voted for the higher education -
of the whole island by 45,298 rupees. Allowance for the retired
officials of the British Government (1908), 1,608,539 rupees.
Allowance for the vernacular education of four millions, 768,079
rupees. Pensions exceed the educational vote by 847,460 rupees.
Revenue obtained by Governmeut in 1909 by the sale of intoxi-
cants and opium, ete., 7,777,180 rupees. Blessings of Western.
civilisation in Ceylon after a hundred years of British rule:

' Increase of crime, increase of insanity, increase of poverty and

1gnorance, destruction of indigenous arts and industries.”
- It is such an oft-told tale that one only wonders how much

——

o . " - . , . N . - .
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.+ . Government is the.great blackniailer. . . . . No good ever came

. from the law., Al reforms have been the oﬁ’sprfng of Revolution.

, Co - T y  -—Buoxur,
The trade of governing has always been monopolised by.the most
- ignorant and most rascally individuals of mankind.—Tmomas PAINE,

T | .
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MODERN SCIENCE AND ANABCHISM

BY PETER Knox‘ OTKIN.

»

a -

T VIL
THE 1‘1*\‘(*1‘1()\' OF LAW IN' SOCTETY

,;\pcncer iy not - th(, un]v one who fell into thcsg errors.

Remaining true to the teaching of Hobbes, the philosophers of the
mnetocnth ceritury per sisted in looking at Primitive men as wild
Teasts living in small isolated families “and fighting one’ another
' tor their food and their womenfolk, till 2 kindly authority settled
in their midst in order to enforce peace.  Even a naturalist Iike

Huxley went on 1epe4tmrr the sdme assertion as Hobbes, and

wrote (in 1885) that in the beginning men lived by fighting “one ~

- against all,” uatil, thanks to a fow superior bunrrs “the first
«,ocu,ty Was foundul ”
ence: a Programme.”)
Huxley had no idca that society, far from having been created
by man, existed among animals long before his appearance on the
carth. Such is the force of an esta,bhshed prejudice. -

~If we endeavour to trace the history of this pxequdmt, we
soon find that it derived its ovigin from veligion and churches.
The secret societies of
sorcerers, and half priests), latet on, the Assyrian and Egyptian
}n iests, and still later on, the Christian priests, always endeavoured
to persuade man-that “the world is steeped in sin”; that only
the kindly inter vention of the shaman, the wizard, the saint, and

(Sde his dltlcle,_i‘_Ihe_btrutmlo for Exist-
Thus, &Ven a learned Dax winian like’

vualds, mm—makms (shamans—half

" the priest hinders the powers of evil from takmrr possession .of -

mau ;| that they alone can induce an angry dxvmxty not’to crush'

_man by sin and then punish him for his ill‘deeds.

Primitive Christianity vainly endeavoured to weaken this
prejudice as vegards priests ; but the Christian Church, taking a
stand o the \VOIdS of the Gospels concerning “eternal five,” only
strengthened it
.carth, in ordey to redeem the sins of humanity, confirmed that
way of thinking. *"And this is just what pernutted the “Holy
anmsltxon
torturesiand to grill- them on a slow fire: thus they were offered
a chance of repentance and salvation from eternal suffering.

The idea itself of God the hon coming 'to d1e on’

to Subject their victims to_ the most  atrocious _

Moreover, it was_not only the Roman Catholic Church Wthh .

acted in this w ay: all Christian Churches, faithful to the same

principle, vied with one another in the 'mventwn of new sufferings

in order to correct those stuck fast in *vice.” Even now, nine

people out of ten believe still that naturfdl- occumences, such as--

dipughts, em'bhqua.kes and contagious discases, are sent fronu on
high by somie kind of dwnntv to brmrr back sinning humdmts to
the right path.

S At the same time, the State in its schools and um,versmes'

‘maintained, and continues to maintain, the same faith'in the
natural perversity of man. Its teachers and. Pr ofessors every-
where teach the necessity of having a power above ma, and
~of 'implanting a moral element in society by means of punish-
~ments, inflicted .for violation. of “moral law,” which by some
cunning ‘they identifv with written law; To convinee men that
this Jvuthouty is necessary is a question of life and .death for

the State; because, if men began to doubt the necessity of

strengthening moral principles, by the strong hand of authority,"

they w ould soon lose thur fmth i the hwh nusswn of thelr |

'&-""“ . ; .

ralers. 7 - o

Liow
[

In this manner all our relwmus, historical, ]uudlcal, and "

Soua.l education is imbued with the idea that human beings, if

left to fhemselves, w ould revert to savagery; that, without
authority men wouldd cat one another:
e expected of the “multitude ” but brutishness and tlie warring
of cach against all.  Men would perish if above them soaved riot
the clect : the priest and the judge, with their two helpmates—
the policeman and the hangmwn.  These saviours prevent, we are
told, the battle of all wamst all; they inculeate respect of law,
-they teach discipline, and lead men with a high hand, till nobler

onvepmons shall have devvl()ped in their “hardened hearts,” &0
that the whip, the prison, and the scaffold- may be less necessary
than they are to-day.

for nothing, they say, can .

We laugh at one of thoso kmg.s who, having becn driven

away in lhh\, smd on leaving: “My poor subgoct» without me
they will perish!”  We mOLk at the English tradesman who is
‘persuaded that his compatriots descend from the lost: tribe of
~Israel, and thu‘cfou, it is their destiny to impose good government

<

on “inferior z‘u,(*s

But: do we not find in all nutmm this same exaggerated self-

appreciption amongst most of those who have learned something !
v ; o . |
o : # ‘
And yet a ¢ czmtzﬁc study of the dovelopment oE sometles and
institutions brings usg.to. quite different views. It proves that
usages and customs créated by mankind for the sake of mutual
d.ld imutual défence, and peace in general, were precisely elabo-
rated by the “namecless multitude.” And'it was these customs
that emabled man ‘to survive in hig struggle for existence in the
niidst of extremely hard natural conditions, Science demonstrates

t

"

-

o

to us that the so- called leaders, heroes, and lotrlsla.tors of humanity
‘have added nothing to hlstory Dey ond what had already been
worked,out by the Customary Law.. Thé best of them have only
put into words and sanctioned the institutions that already .
existed . by habit and custom; while the great number of these ”
would-be ~ benefactors only strove to destroy the unwritten
customary law whenéver it hindered the: establishment of their
personal authority, or else;they remodelled the popular. mstltutlons
to their own advantage angd to that of their caste. -

As long ago as: thoge remote ages which are lost in the dark ‘
night of the Glacial perlod men liv od in socicties. And in these

'somehes a -whole series ‘of institutions “were worked out and -

rigidly observed, in order to make possible the life in common,
And later on, thr ough the whole course of human evolution, the
same creative power of the nameless multitude always worked
out new forms of social life, of mutual aid, of guar aritees of peace, -

- a8 5001 as new COlldlthll& d.l‘OSG.

On.the other hand, modern sciénce clearly demonstrates that
law, whatever its origin——whether represented as derived from a
dwunty or from the wisdom of a lawgiver—has never done more
than to widen 'the sphere of application, to fix, or rather to
crystallise in a permanent for, such customs as already were in
“wxistence. But in doing so, it always added .to these customs
some new rules—rules of inequality and servile submission of
. the ‘masses, in the interest of th@ ‘armed 1’1ch and the wa,rhke
minorities. ’

#Thou shalt not Llll the law of ’\’[oses said ; ¢ thou %halt not
steal, thou shalt not beav false witness.” ‘But to these exéellent
‘moral ules it added : “Thbu shalt not covet thy neighbour's wife, -
nor his slave, nor his ass,” by which for a long time it. legahsed'
slavery, and put woman’ on a level with slaves ‘and beasts of -
burden.

“Tove your neighbour,” said Clnlqtmmt) later on; but it
]1astenerl to add by the mouth of the Apostle Paul: Rl'wes obgv _
vour masters,” and “ No .authority but from God's will*—thus
legitimising and dezfg.lncr the division between masters and slaves,
and perpetuatuw the a,uthomty of the %coundrels W ho ruled in
- Rome, at that time..

Even the Gospels, while teachm« the sublime idea of ;no
revenge for offences, which s the essence of Christianity, apea}\ :

L all the while of a God of Wenge&nce, and bv this means teaclz

Ta

- and . life for hte

" anore, for a chuftam

B

vengeance.
At a still later epuch, we ﬁnd the same again in the CW
the so-called barbarians: the Gauls, the meobardq the Alemanni,

* the Saxons, the Slavonians, after the fall of" ‘the Roman Empire.
These codes fegalised a custom, excellent no doubt, which hegan
to spread at that time: that of paying compensation for wounds
~and marders, instead of practising the then general law of retalia- -
tion which'said : “E\'c for- eye, tooth for tooth blow for blow,.
By o doing, the’ barharian codes. ce1ta1111‘%*"
1epxesented an improvément on the law of blood- revenge, which
~had been the code of tribe’life; but at the same time fhev also
established the -division of free men into classes—a distinetion
which wag hardly perceptible \et at. the time when law came in
to enforce it.

- So much compensatlon——-lt was said now in the ‘Barbarian
codes—has to’ IJ(,\EMd for a slave (to the master of the slave) ;
so much, much more, for a freeman; and so much, very, much
In this last case the compen'satlon was
S0 hlrrh that it meant lifelong slavery for the murderer. ‘Now,
“the primary idea of these chstmctmm established hy customy was
no doubt that the Family of a chieftain, killed in a hrawl, lost Ly
his death far more than the family of an ouhndrv fréeman who
would ha,ve been.killed in the same circumstance; Lonsequmlth~
“the first -had a right to a higher vompensation than the second.
But in ey J«Zzsmq this custom, the code established a division of
men into classes, and so firmly. established it that up till now we
have not bLeen able to get rid ofit, :

e
&

And the same obtﬁ‘ms in all lemslatwn, even in tlmt of our
own times—the imjustice and oppression that- were pr actided at a
particular period being handed down by law to the later periorls.

- The tyranny of the Persian Empire was thus transmitted to

Greece, that of Macedonia to Rome; and the oppeession and
cruelty of the Roman Empire and the Eastern autocracics and
theocracies were transmitted to the young barbaric States w hen
they began to be formed, and even to the Christian Church. « Bg,b.
means of Law the past fctterod the future. %~ |

~ All the guarantees that are necessary to the Iife of socicty, all
the forms of social life claborated w ithin the clans and tribes, “the
village communities, and later on in the mbdiacval cities; all
forms of relations between different tribes and clans, and bet“ een
the city-republiés of the mediacval age, whiclt became later on the
first clements of International Law ; all forms of mntual support
and of the defence of peace, including tribunals and jurics, were
claborated by the creative genius of the namcless multitude ;
~while all laws, from the most: ancient ones till those of Our own
‘times, have aiwa.yfs been composed of two very. different elements.
One of them strengthened (and fixed) certain habits and customs,
alrmdy recovmsed as useful' while the othcr element of fﬂl laws
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W as an eddition tu these customg—yv er) often a mere nmhcwu& ‘
wording of” an existing custom—the aim of which was to implant

or stxenuthcn the nascent authority of the kinglet, the nobleman,
the boldzer and the prigst, to Lonsohdate and sanctwn then"pmx er
and their authority”

_ These ave-the conclusions to w hich we are Jed by the seientifie
-;5tud_', of the development of societies, s study that has been
carried on during the Inst twenty or thirty years by a greit
number of conscwntmus scientisty. - It 1y true that men of gcience
do not themselves dare to:draw conclisions as ht,retlco.l as those
melﬂ:loned above ; but .the thoughtful reader of necessity comes
to these (,OIICIUSIOHb after leadmo their work.s L

o be” continved. )

INTERNATIONAL NOTES

Germany ‘ o ‘

From statistics collected by a big Conservative paper, (remnama, it
appears’ that of 49,000 children bovn in 1908 in Berlin, 6,700 had not
been baptised. As to marrlaves out of 22,800 between persons “ brought
upin a Chrlstlan way,” 9 489 were not qeleblated in a church, and of
34,000 persons who died bhat year 19,562, or more than one- half were
buried withoub réligious rites. “ Toavens | ” exclaims bhe Crermama,

“what will become of the Berliners in two or three generations?”  * Real
.men and women,”

answers (feiminal, an Anarchist paper. And,
indeed, those, ligures give furiously to thmk and fxom our point of

- view demdedly ‘much hope

The lock-out in the building brade in Grel. znany, ‘which for some time
was foreseen, .has been declmed and has thrown -more than 60,000
workers out of work ia- dlﬁexent parts of the lmpire. In Hmnburc
the contractors and the workers liave come to an understanding. The
‘Centralist as'well as the Chtistian Unions havé rejected the wages
“The workers refuse to accept a convention
concluded, for the whole of (fermany by the employers’ and the

that the workers shall recoguise the eniployers’ labour exchanges. The
“workers, on thé other hand, will not admit that piecework shall be
undertaken withoub the intervention of the I'tade Unions.. .It must be

“mentioned as another example 'of the qolzdculty of capital that the
employers have put themselves in connection: qvnth the elmployers of -
' Sweden and Denmark in order to mske,it 1u1p0331b[e for the Grerman.

workers to obtain employment in those countries in case a geneml
labour straggle should break out in Germany. _‘The strikers find -much
- sympathy among the public, who understand quite  well ‘that the
employ ers intend to crush” t;he very life of the Trade Umous '

\_\______
France. 5 \B . i o
In Fratice it is no loufrer the_excsption for soldiers’ and sailors-to,

1efuse to play the role of blackle% Iu™the recent strike of - the gas-
workers of Lorient some of the sailors fro man-of-war lying in the

port who were orde;ed to the g&woxks 1efuse to take the strikers’

places. In Paris a'strike had broken out amongsghe. street cleaners.
Among the soldiers who were ordered to do theu*\&ki five refused,
and wete of course condemned to heavy disciplinary puni hments.

The stnke of the maritime workers = (/nscrits
Marseillés has, notwithstanding the threats, prourises, and pres
the Under- &ecret‘u‘y of the l\avy, spread and developed into a ge
-strike. Lrams stopped running , shops closed, the sailqrs of severa

wiail steamers ceased work, and “when the Government ordered s"ulors_

from the fleet to replace them these declarved they were already over-
worked, and refused to help on the steamers
caused a great excitement, and is considered as another proof of the
spre admo of. the anti- miiltdllbt spirit, not only in the ranks .6f the
army, but now also of the navy. ZL'Jusurgé, an ‘Anarchist paper,
makes its appearance in the centre of France. It hopes to decentralize

the revolutionary forces who now mostly congregate in Paris, and to .

bring Anarchist ideas and revolutionary &yndmahsm into the provinces.

The General Confederation Sf Labour continues its agitation against
€66 Government’s OldAge Pénsion scheme. ~ This law, proposed by &
Socialist Minister and accepted by P‘uhﬁ.ment allows the worker one
- franc a day when he has veached the age of 63.
blessing he must have paid 9 francs }eariy for a period of 30 years,

His employez and the State are equally lesponblble for paying the rest, .

but as both exist on his labour, after all it is only another way of
making the working classes pay, pay, pay.” And note well, the worker
who does not feel attracted By this insurance is not.left the choice of
_keeping clear of this “benefit.”
compulsory. This law, modelled on the German Old-Age Pension

system, has been called-by Viviani, the Socialist Minister of Labour, the ;-

© “ greatest' social work of the Republic " !

"It is not astonishing that the Confederation of Labour has decided to
contmue its - meetmgs, publications; and demonstrations against this.

bitter piece of Governmental mockery 'in dealing with the aged
workers, et L - .

e S . i -
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Holland. " - - T A.

The strike in the buxldmg trade in Amsl:erdam has entered on ‘its

eighth week: and thers is no sign of weakening from the side of the

l_!. 1

In their proposal of wages the employers insist—

The labter fact has"

But To obbain this

His contribution to this scheme ig \

. o ' ' 7

- strlkms.""As the latter have no well- prowded money: boa, and the

strugg,le i long drawn _out, the suffering among the families is very
-great, but their spirit remains quite unshaken. Generally the Revolu-
‘tionary Syndacahab movemenb which. a ybar ago had to pass-through a
crisis, attacked: as- 1t was <by the employers on one side and by Social

Democmtm Trade Unions on the other, has reasserted jtself and is going

forward splendidly. The Labouv Secretariab is publishing its weekly
paper De Arbéid, which bas been  recently enlarged.
state of things in the movement was announced at a congress whxch
wag held a few weeks ago in Amsterdam,

1

Umted States. BT c

The Social Dewmocratic “«.vmtm) m Milwaukeo, which was made so
much of .in the Zabour Leader (April 22nd), and described as “ one of
the most notable incidents in the bxsbmy of the American States,” has
just about as much importance for the workerd as might be e\cpecbed
from a political victory. Mother Farth (April) .points.out thatit. is
“the cumulative disgust with the old parties and broken pledges? that
has swept the Socinl Dcmucx ats into power. Aud it adds, the suceess is
a “ victory for, petty bourgeois reformers,” and “is- fmught with great
danger to real Socialism, the ideal hberby, equal oi'porbumty' and -
]quIOB - The truth of thisitatement is confirmed ot of the mouth of
Victor Betger ‘whom the Laborr Lewder regardb as ““one of the chief
intellectual forces in Amerigan Sceialism.” This gentleman after bemg
olected alderman said : “ We won't do anything revolutionary . .
We must keep up the credit of the c:ty The capitalists neéd not be
afraid.  We will make haste slowly.” All of which confirms every word
the Anaichists bave ever said of * Socialist” politicians, :

Comrades will have noted how the capitalist press had %upprevsed .a.ll
news of the general strike in Philadelphia. As 4 ‘matter of fact, there
have been some important consequences arising from the strike which
the nglish workers should understand. The sohdanty of Labour bhas
benefited greatly as one reshlt; 20,000 new members have. been

‘enrolled, and these mostly from @ 'unong the aristocrats of skilled  lahour
Again,~* Siw dz[/areuf compeeies in as

- who had previously held aloof.
many cities have raised the tr olleymens wages stnee the strile began.”

So Voltairine de Cleyre tells us-in Jother Earth for April last ;. and those
‘who would nuderstand more of thzb 1mpombanb event should not f.ul to

1 .20

1ead her article. - .

Emma Goldman has been again arrested in Ohe}enne (Wyommw),
but the whole police bnsiness was $0 stupidly brutal and ridiculous that
on the foliowmg monmng she was 1ele‘med thh the apoiomes of the
authorities. S

-

Argentine. o o
- The toi!owma is an extracb flom a letter received from a commde in

Buenos Ayres i—

“There have been events here since last you heard fromme. Oun the
“14th of November last a Russian comeade threw a bomb and killed the™
~-Chief of Police, who on the lst of-May, 1909, massacred so mauy
Wo*rkexs who were in peaceful manifestation. 'l‘he authorities ‘went
mad, yoir-ma ay say. The wuiter, and all known to have Anarchist
opinions, were imprisoned.i in the city of Buenos Ayrves. I had gone.in
to see the 'destr uctuou\dqne to the - Profeste newspaper printing. oflice,
We were brutally treated while in prison ; the 'others suffered more
than myself. I will not go into p:rt@lms - A great deal of damage

~ was done to the sauid printing office, bt nothmg but what has since-

‘been repaired. As soou as martial law wag_etided on J: anuary 14th, the
apers instead of one. Now the pomtxon is much improved; and two
otype machiues are in use;.and further, on March 8ih,
comrades have had the coumZe to publish an evening paper enhtled

Lo Batslle. It-has been 'a greabt siictess, and has quite s exbru-
ordinary eirculation. = From this it may be ]udgcd that bhelp has ' been
forthcoming, s it always. is after every brutal persecution. Great

preparations are 'ng made for the celebration of the Independence of
Argentina, and it'seems that many fomgnem will come to see the
_;Zo; ies of the gxp}oxte;b 0
thinking of coming, they
tyranny of the president Fig
inevitable, and this will most likel

uld do” well to give up the idea.
roa' has m‘xde -a' political revolution
reak out in or about May ”

Coy

o

- Axarcuy.—A social theory which regards.the union of order
with the absence of all direct government of ma
political ideal.—Century Dictionary.
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- THE FIRST OF MAY,

Once again we celebrate the First of May. It is twenty years

——

5 S
-

I

?
+

“since, on the First of May; 1890, the old Socialist League orgahised . -
‘the first demonstration to Hyde Park, with a view to inducing the

British workers to unite with their fellows all over the world in -
a protest against capitalist exploitation and oppression. .

At the Paris Marxian Socialist Congress the year before (1889)

a Knights o%%abo‘ur delegate from America bronght forward a
motion suggesting that the workers of the world should simul-
taneously demonsteate in favour of the « eight-hour day,” and so
show their international solidarity against the degrading con-

ditions, of life imposed upon them. With slight amendment it ~

" was carried. » RN .

But. the Possiblist Socialist Congress being held at the same
time, and to which the S.D.F. had sent its delegates, did not have
The result was that Lill 1903, after the .
next Secidlist Congress, where it was ‘again.endorsed, they took

. no official part in three international demonstrations of .working-

class solidarity. - But to the credit of some individual Social
Democrats, among them Hunter Watts, they stepped out from
the stupid position of their organisation in those early years, and

Unfortunately, for some time after 1903, when the S.D.F.

" took up the attempted demonstrations, it gave one more proof of
- its “ dog in -the manger” policy. And, as a result, litlle was

done beyond embittering those whohad tried to makeita success
from the first. : ' ‘

" . It is pleasing to see, however, that the twenty years of pro-

paganda has hot been entirely thrown away., The intention of
those who brought the idea forward was to-secure an imposing
international demonstration of working-class solidarity, inde-

pendent of particalar political opinions. Unhappily, the Social -

Democrats desived to confine it to an international expression. of
their particular fenets. The results were. disastrous. -

Twenty years ago the ““ New ” Trade Union movement was
beginning to sweeép the country. The Gas Workers’ Union, led

by Will Thotne, and inspired by the revolutionary Socialist spirit

of that time, had secured the eight-hour day for its members in
almost all the places where the men had organised.  Prior to”

_* this they had Peet whrking a twelve-hour day at their terribly

exbausting labour. In many cases they got increased wages too.
| _ _ The spirit of the
men—and of the ‘leaders at that time—cowed any opposition on

~ the part of the capitalist companies, or municipalities; owning

the gasworks throughbut the country. Except at Leeds, where
the attempt to import and house blackleg labour, led to the
storming- of the works, and the ignominious defeat of these
creatures of the capitalist, the eight-hour day was qnietly con-
ceded without an open struggle! The militant mood 6f the men
scared the employers: a revolutionary spirit was in the air!
Direct Action was the order of the day, and the unskilled workers,

- catching the fever, proved themselves capable of organisation and

action, to snatch any industrial advantage. , :

The great Dock Strike followed, and that dramatic struggle
was watched with such social tension all over the ecivilised
world, it is not too mueh to say, that 'those weeks brought this

country nearer to a revolution than any other one eventin the last .

- half century. .

It was in this industrial afid social turmoil that the First of

It is sad to think that while this very str.‘uggié was Zoing on, .
which was bringing these advahtages -for the workers, there

.results of their labour.

May, 1910,

were those ‘who never ceased trying. to tea’%h_th'e workers to rely

on legal means. to secure any improvements. Slowly the poison
did its work. '

"+ The workers tired pf’ the incessant struggle, forgetting that
the exploiters never weary in plotting and scHeming to plunder -
.them. ‘The leaders sickened with fatigue, and catching a glimpse,

of an easier and far Letter paid game in the political arena,
headed off this movement, which had done, so much for the wage-

-.earners, into the more pleasant paths of Parliamentary action. -

It has been hetter for the leaders, but'deadly for the workers.
What has been secured since this change of policg? Who will
dare to say that political and legal action can show results so far ?
What hgs become of. the very industrial and

onomic questions

-

that were to be pressed to.the front in Parligment by the Lahouf

Members? "Who will dare to deny_that thly are now anything

~but an appendage of the Liberal Party, paid or hy the organised

wage-earners ? It is pitiable to think of. .
In the meantime, what has become of the eight-hour agitation ?.

~ As the situation stands to-day, there is little prospect of carrying -

a universal legal eight-hour day law.through Parliament this

. century. . Mere empty . political issues will he kept-before the
conntry for the next twenty-five years at least. Trifling reforms,-

which will be grossly exaggerated by the Labour politicians to

justify their position, will occupy the attention of the workers, if -

P

they are simple enough to be gulled.

. .But it is doubtful if this self-deception can go on indeﬁni'telj;_’v. :
There ave serious signs of digsatisfaction among the rank-and- .-

file. After all, the economic side of life will always reassert

itself. It will grow in intensity, and find voice in due time.

‘When it ‘does, the Anarchist position will be fully vindicated.

" One of the most pleasing {eatnres in this year’s demonstration.
is the fact that the Trade Union movement as a whole has in a-
.kind of acadewnic way identified -itself with the First of May. - It

has been the slow byt steadily increasing interest shown in it by

the Trade Unions locally, all bver the country, that Las saved it
from being strangled hy the official Social Democrats. .- .

~--If only there should be a'revival of revoluationary spirit, thev_ '

First of May ought.in future to come near realising the intention

of those who started it. - That was, that it should be a simul-

taneous massing of the workingclass forces on one day of ‘the

year throughout the world. This review, it was hoped, wauld
prove to them two things—their strength, and their oppressors’

weakness. Once’ the blind “Samson of Labour realised his-

strength, only a revolutionary- spirit would be wanted to over-
throw the temple of capitalist exploitation, and to rebuild a
social system based on secaring to those who work.the full

~ DESTITUTION AND DESPOTISM.

This fellow Webb. oilght
say, by public ‘opinion.

Not because he is a Fabian, although

that.is enough to stamp him as an enemy of the workers, but-

because he is a pettifogging busybody, crazy with the love of

the people. o . o _ _
- Unfortunately, those who ought to be on. their guard against

the reactionary schemes of Webb and Co. are silent as dumb

to be pilloried—pilloried, that is to

officialism and bureaucracy, and'a real danger to the liberties of

dogs, and it is Teft to Hilaire Belloc to sound the alarm (see New .

Age for April 14th), and to.expose the dangerous fooling of these
‘““ class-conscious ” Fabians. R o

. In the LL.P., amongst the * Clarionettes,” in the various
organisations bearing a Socialist label-~even in the S.PD.P.—there
are some {riends (even though few) who have a clear and sincere

-conception of what Socialism means. We hope all these—and

many others—will read aud weigh well Belloc’s criticism of the .

Webb scheme. | | _
~ Now the particular scheme that is being discussed is called
the ¢ Prevention of Destitution Bill,” and as Belloc truly says,

these so-called % preventive”’ Bills are invariably eccentricities,

and latterly have becoms—-as in the case of the Prevention of

Crimes Act—dangerous and wicked. But this Destitution Bill
applies to a whole' population who are living, or trying to live, on
the fringe of employed labour,
that fall, not from the tables of the rich, but from the cupboards
of their more fortunate fellow-workers. -And to deal with them
there is to be a Minister for Labour (of - course), afid besides

‘powers to be vested in County and Borough Councils, there is to

They literally pick up the crumbs

‘e the creation of salaried posts (of course). - For the harrassing -

and inguisitorial details of administering the Act readers should
go to.Belloc’s article itself. They will' then begin to understand

how these -smug Fabians, masquerading as *Socialists,” are-

g s
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“Servile State.” L o . ,
The following ¢uotation will be an eye-opener perhaps

nning to 'preba're' \n}hat- , Mr.. Belloe “ well describes ag 'the’

-
\

to—

.-, amongst others—those steepy Social Deimocrats who chatter about
. “1Liberty, Equality, and Fraternity ” :— A

i

i _'-of,fI

“Tn the first clause of Part Three which defines this new category

will not say citizens, but ‘at any rate human beings, vagrants ave, .

of course, included. 'T}re-vagr'anb is meat and drink to the peculiar
‘moral appetite which frames such Bills as these.. He can be bullied

with
Joy b

done for the margin of the proletariat.

an impunity which must, I think, irradiate with an almost indecent
he mind of your reformer: Meanwhile, let us see_what is to be

is to be ‘ granted ' under .Clause 82 by this new all-powerful Minister
of Labour to those who can, find no employment through the national

. - ~lahour exchanges. = His actions are t0 be sifted (ander pain of punish-

ment); he is to be cross-examined ‘and turned inside out like any
- applicant to thé C.0.8. to see whether he is not a recalcitrant worker

who
and

hitherto been cheerful and

of 1t is;‘_to;receiv_e" (by force of course’
training ' as the politician ¢ may think fit.

is or has been sullen in his previous efforts to .maintain the landlord
the capitalist. (Clause 84.) If hi
ungrudging he|is to be ¢ grantéd ’
“What assistance 2 . ' : 1 ' .

vigf e~

.“ Why, when this charitable action. bps tuken place-the beneficiary
¢ such- physieal and mental -
‘Heis (Clause 83) ¢ veqnired’ "

Assistance in a labour colony

o

- to be in attendance in a compound: termed ¢ a colony,” where he will do - .

such work as he-is told, while his family in.some place apart are receiving
relief from publi€ moneys. What T8 to”hidppen if ke gets bored in the

‘ colony ’ and knocks off for a.day, or in'a mad momeut of virility climbs
- the high wall, Mr, Webb’s scheme does not tell us—but we can guess.”

“And again :— .

shou
tion,

only

“The réader'mavy~ ask whether this 'scheiné for putting citizens (o-r'- -

1d I say comrades?) into compouwnds, applies to the whole popula~

"

.o

The apswer is'in the negative. . It dees™not apply to the class to
which the Webbs belong, nor indeed to-anyone, who, under the present .
capitalisticsystem, is in possession of the meaus of production. It applies

to the.very poor. The authors of the proposal cannot wriggle out.

of it by pretending that this imprisonment will only: result upon a
* voluntary applicition—though that would be bad enough. A man who.

asks

‘twelve months’ servitude in these compounds. A man who has despaived.
in our.dreadful society even of that resource, and who takes toi~the |

. -road

another man for money to keep him alive can’ be condemued to

, picking up his living as he can, will also be condemned if 'Mr;

~ 'Webb has his way to this form of forced labour. So for the poor there

18 to

be no choice, they must

5y

“ There is this Prevention of Destitution Bill in a nufshell AN

- Mx! Belloc begins his article by asking : “ What has all this
to do with Socialism ? ”  And shows clearly enough ‘that all these
Bills, emanating from a desive-of the rich rogues to rule the
-poor devils, are’really the pathway to the “ Servile State ” which
the negation of that state [of society] Socialists by definition
~ demand.” -And amongst other things, what. does the Servile

“18

State mean for the community? et
- with this quotation we will conclude :—

of it ! It organisesthe poor like a flock of sheep. It effects plenty

Mr. Belloc explain, and

service to thele classes hag~a |
assistance. -

0, go into the ‘compound or gaol, If‘t_hey o
- are wise they will prefer-gaol. . . A "

“ 1t gives the middle class, the politfcia"ﬁé and the rest, a fine time

of those results which the opponents of Socialism -tell us Socialism

“might bring ; but of the main principles of Socialism it contains not

1

a word. Of that democratic judgment which.is the genesis (among

- other ideals) of Socialism,-it presents flat contradiction. ~ Of the prime

concrete proposal of Socialism—the proposal which makes Socialism

‘Socialism—the proposal to transfer the means of ~production from -

private hands to the mass:of the community—it contains no hint.”

~ We are ipcurring a heavy outlay
. number a spgecial May Day cartoon.

prin
We
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lpeurring a heavy outlay in giving away with this

Besides this .we ave
ting forfree distribution a new leaflet, “ What is Anarchism ?”
can only ask that each one who can should help either in the

of FreEpOM and pamphlets, in the distribution of leaflets, or,
where . possible, by sending some financial help to aid us m’

inuing with this extra work. All amounts received will be

duly ackﬁoWledged-iﬁ;TﬁR_EEDQ,LL o ‘_ :

iy

du~r
help.

~--“sent

o

: _ *FRANK KITZ FUND. - _
We regret to hear that, owing to the boycott of the employers,
old comrade Frank Kitz has no work and is greatly in need of
We shall be very glad to receive and forward to him any sums

TO ALL COMRADES. . '

us. . Received-sinco lagt issue—R. Avis-5s; M Kils, 3. D.1s.

The

receipt of a free _copy of this paper is an invitation
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| CONCENTRATTON'OF CAPITAT,

“We $aw in the last instalment (April) that the nunber of

capitalists had inereased as follows :—

, . L 1815, 1007,
.. Number of small capitalists ... ... 29,575 .. 190,694
,, - middJg-class capitalists...” RN 68,139
» great capitahists ... S a0 9,259

- Tt is evident, therefore, b]m't‘-;.t-he'nu’nib(.-r of small capitalists,

far from diminishing, is rapidly ‘inercasing. Where, then, has

- the action of this metaphysical German law of the expropristion
-+ of the greater number of capitalists by the smaller managed to-

hide itself'!  How does it happen that a law, acting, as Maix said,
“with the absolute certainty of the nictamorphoses of Nature,”
.shows itself in real lifo by results of exactly the opposite sort ! _
-~ Nimply be%‘mse no such law exidts. o P
- Wehave been saddled with this absurdity by German mota-

German bureancrats known as ““Socialist” Deputies, but.ly

- valuable and courageous men, men of gening like William Morris, o

. and.of ability and education like H: M..Hyndman. -
Tt is difficult to. estimate the evil whicli this imaginary law

“has worked in modern Socialism, - Tt underlies all. Nocial Demo-

cratic, tacties. - Thanks to-it, we are hampere] by sucli absolute
nonsense as that the social question is anercly & matterof political
reform. Finally, it gave the aforesaid new German hureaderae
the -effrontery v
Labour Congress at Zurich im 1893 as a- Socialist resolution —
“The struggle against class domination and exploitation must

. be a political one, havine the cori uest of political .power” for its
p ) g I o POWC

end.” - , v

_ ) negation of Hodi:ylimn.'v The power
of the ruling class is based on the wealth praduced by the people,

which is appropriated by the said class. Consequently, to free.
themselves' from this dominatign, the people must refuse to yield
'As Robert QOwen and

up the fruit 'of their toil to théir masters.
W. Thompson said, the workers must retain the surplug value of

their work. This cannot he done hy™a "political, but Ly an .

economic struggle ; not by ballot-boxes, but by strikes; not by a

- decision of Parliament, but by a well-organised and trinmphant’
- general strike the péople can inaugurate a ncw. era—the era of
. economic and social equality, of solidarity, enlightened, not by -

metaphysies, but by thoroughly scientific instruction. ' _

- We have seen thdt, despite the imaginary law: of Marxist

metaphysicians, the number of exploiters increases. Consequent] ¥y
the number of upholders of the existing order, instead of decrcasing

to 2 “constantly diminishing number of magnates ‘of capital,” is
growing.

¢ From Mulhall’s “ Dictionary of Statistics”
and “Fifty Years of National Progress,” and Sir R. (iffen’s
“ Essays on Finance,” it appéars :— : , " o

First, that the number of property-owners dying was, in—

_“We havé the fact t]-la,t thesdclassesjcapitalist] are them-
selves inereasing. They may be only a minority of ‘the nation,
though I think a considerable minority, as 53,000 estates passing

in. a year represent from 1,500,000 to 2,000,000 persons ag
- possessing property subject to probate duty.” (Giffen, p. 396.)

Second, income tax was paid-— .
B —[‘ v

o ; - Number of Income-Tax Payers,
Year, . ?» . “".‘_ -~ ___..__.. R e e
£150 to £500. £1,000 and over, -
P e e e e e e e e e
1843 87,846 7,928 - A
CoI889 333,070 _oakger

R e b SR I S e mmt e e o e - — a——

‘ Increa,s_c s

370 per cont. - ,' Only 288 pér cent.
" Tday S

~physics, the - injuriohs’ influence of which,’ especially among

Russiany; Iids "been as great in morals and art as in Sheialism, -
. For forty ybars a more than Mahometan nco fatalism has been
taught to the: workers: of the civilised” world ! Not oly by -
ignorant. exponents of so-called scientifie Socialism. wnd the new -

to present the following to the International

Tt bas, in fach, multiplied 14 times between 1815 and: .
1907, whilg the population has only doubled. - This result has

~ been obtained from the official figures of Blue Books. - ‘

-+ If we consult the works of well-known specialists like Mulhall =
“or Giffen, who took the period from 1830 to 1890, the'results will
. be still more striking.'

" Year Number of Amount of .+ Amount -
| o Probates. Property. * | per Lstate.
B I B S
1833 | . 25,368 EDARST,2H5 1 L2600 . T
1882 55,359 £140,360,854 |~ £3 500
. Increase 29,991 £85,473,599 £340
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’Inrd Since. 1840, the. <rwwth of ‘the posbesm% “dlasscs: has,

ateording to Mulhall (f‘hft}, Years of National Progress,” p, 24),
cen four times as quick as that of the population as a whole. It
:/ adinitted that in 1840, 97,675 men died owning less,than £100,
-twhile in 1877 this nulnbcr had aheddy fullen to 92 447, and )ct
‘the population had increased more than 26 per cent. (Id. ) e

Jfourﬁz reckomnrr thc munbel of shops and storebw

L R —— e ra——

, Xem'."' f I\umher.. ! Rent R T
1875 005,000 4 £&14 300, 5000
a 1886 366,000 1%900000
norease i '1 71,000 { £4,600,000-

11 years |

e = v b aren

'\ o

B Mulhaltﬁ “,Du.twnzu ) o

11115 111uea§e lndlczl.ted by Mulhall thlrt} years ago has been
ét()&dll} going on,
on'p. HL _— i v

_1‘“““"“*—; No. ol’lbholas (!
aud Sto_res :

' ¢ - Year, Rent,

1897 1' 108,840 | £33,000,000

S 19000 L, 438,195 Ed),oooooo
A_1907. | 459,592 [ £27,000,000.

.-Tt appears that W 1111:@13) Maple, bhoolbred the '&mm and
Nav v, and Civil Sertice Ntoves, etc., have in no wise diminished
- the numbefs of parasitic shopkeep(,rs those petty capitalists
whom John Stuart Mill described so repulsively, and over whose
fate. Marxist orators so often weep, for, a.(.cmdmtr to the fanued
law, they are being devoured by the big shops.~ 7 ' =
£74fth, in the typically (:&plt&hstlc operations of bcml\mg the
vhk(, increase in the number of property-owners is to be observed.
~ “There are [1886] 140 joint . stock banks. in the Umted
Kingdom, with an aggresate paid-up ca,pltal and reserve of
.;6100 000,000, held bv 00, (100 shareholders. . . .-
include 47 Colonial banks.” (Mullnﬂ’ “F 1f‘cy learb of \""a’clonal
- PLO"'IG‘S.&;, p- 66.)

To these stateinents of well- known. Ellﬂ’hbh EbuthOl‘ltIEb we |

may add the figures of a French StﬁtlSthlMl, Alfred” Neymarck,
Vice-president.- of thé French Statistical Society,
 report* to the International Conwwbs of Htatlsticm.ns on the
Banking and Exchange operations in France for the same years
which the 'tbove-quoted English statisticians dealt avith, . For the
year 18388, Neymarck states that the amount .of capital held by
- French possessors was®valued at 80 milliard franes (not including
rland and houses), which brought the capitalists g yearly uiconu,
oof 4 milliard: francs, ¢ wlndl is distr lbuted AMONg  an 1nhnlte
- number-of the very smallest pO“SGbSOl&” (p-
~ On p. 14 he gives the tollow.tuo' mble of the IIIClea.SL in the

-,numbm of poasessox.s — L e v e
‘ l%:i\‘fh‘r ’\o of Possessoxs | - ‘,r o
S 137,950
: 1830 -195 57()‘ .
',1848; B ‘"’", 7,744
1852 . xlO J()l
1871 - 1,_,(;9 000
1885 sy 1-11,_&1\_..'-

i

'lhcse ﬁ«rurcs btl.lklll aly | demonstrate the tendum) towards
derhocratisation of capital. It is known that the number of the
. middle classes in France is nearly 4,000,000 ; but the greater part
of these shaves, Consols, Rentes, and State Lo~m oblwatwn ete.,
*arc held by small peasants, artvanq, ofhr,mls, and even. labomers.
- France is the country of saving before all. M. Neymarck in his -
recent work (1908), #Capital et Revenue,”
striking h(rme of 4,500,000,000 francs as the )&ul} mcome of
the “ronticrs” of France,

* No matter from which side we approach the questwn, th(,
nuinber of exploiters’ always and everywhere ina €,¢1§ps There is
no necessity of “one capitalist killing many others,” as the yearly
national income is increasing contmually owing -to the rapidly
increasing productivity of niodern society: . It is something gnove

than sunple to continue’ repeating the absurd statement that the

numberwof owners of capital bemﬂ' reduced by an inevitable law

to an infinitesimal minority, the middle classes will "‘cntly submit

to expropriation voted by Parliament. If in J une, 1‘448),,‘ they

7 reddened the streets of Paris in their struggle -against the

Socialistic demands of the victorious people, we ma} be sure

beforehand of their conduet in futuze, for their numbers have

_ tripled. The Bloody Week of 1871 is not too favourable an
au gun' fnr optnmsts and Pailiamentari ians.

(2o be contmuecl J

~ LRI 7 Repart:twu et la Dxﬁ‘uswn de Il*,parane Fran:alsy, etc.
- Alfred Né)lnarck 1891. . _ .,

~

The 5lst Repmt of Inla.ngl {ex enue bhO‘Mn

. This does not -

who . made &

gives the yet more

. the advantages of a Trade Union is in many’ cuses untrue.

* prevails,

- are more exacting than State laws,

: celtam families is equlvalent to being born a Trade Unionist.

e CORRESPONDENCE o
' . LAW AND EXPERIENCE . O
T * " (T the Editor of - FREED()M) ’

Drax Cmmwn ~You misunderstand me. I know -lhat “_Iaw
and “experience” are not synonyms. Neitherare they antonyms. Th
terms must alwajys be too nearly related to be differentiated. °H:sbm)
shows that experience is responsxble for law. One*is the natural
expresgion of the other. Our masters use their experience to goo
purpose, surely.  You state that *if law is in accord with exf)emence
there is no necessity for it.” - No, no. You are e arguing from the poin
of view of a perfect bemcr. Agreement with law is the one jus
‘reason for it. Would you abolish’ comnpulsory freg education’? - Remov
the compulsory clause and you takg away from thousands of children
much-needed instruction. Kvolution is re§ponsible for experience bein
constant.iy at variarice w1th law, . A boy outgrows his garments; the
are no Ionger of service, ' Is that'any argument in favour of nudlty ?

.Our masters are not only law-makers, but slave-makers; our legal-
masters, as well a® work-masters. The unjust conditions of ‘industry’
Then why not advocate the
abolition of 1ndustl y? To make your case .sound, you must show that
all law is bad, that no law can be good or just. The theory of la,
whether State, mdustrml , Or of t,hat govemmg games, is identical. ,
To be boin in
Like
father, like son,' Some join, ib is true, whilst many are cqmpei[ed to
enter, To say that workers hayve the choice of accepting or rejecting
The fres
pexsonal association of Trade Unions in -their eady growth no longer
They - nccessamly must, as they grow larger and  move
numerous, become less ‘“free,” mme autocratic, . Hfave you forgotten
the recent deputation:to “the' Government e insurance ¢ The * free
‘will” question put to candidates for membership during theu* initfabion
is often-s ghastly farce, bearmg in mind the *squeezing” which has
preceded it in the workshop.” To condoue such injustice on the ground
of freedom of choice is monstrous. ~ Ate Ferrer's murderers less
deservmg of ‘condemnation because he was free to leave his, country4

“ An‘indiyidual is born into the State. - He has no choice it ‘dccepting
the statute-laws of any Sbate Just so. . An individual born into

‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘

. .the Anarchlsq community in Gloucestershlre can choose one of two

x

courses » leave’ the' colony to be sweated or remain to be bored.

, &hould he be born when Anarchist cornmunities prevall everywhere, he

- would either fall in. with the existing order.or f5tnd s State himself—

probably a State of death. So that we find in each case all ‘must

,‘ conform to the conditions prevailing or suffer ficeordingly, whether
capitalist, Socialist, o Anarchist. The customs formed by free associa-

-,

tion would be just as rigorous to. a rebellions member as the simple,
just faws of a Socialist Admnnstxahon or the inj ust,lces 1mpowd by a
Monarehy. '

I am not obsessed w1th modern pohtmal institutions. ‘T detest
them. I also am coiscious of the enslavement of our-unjust laws. I
would perfect, not destioy. - I see a way to.freedom, and a short way,
too, but for, the ignorance of my Tory and Liberal fellow wmkets, and

: the inactivity of my Anarchist friends. -

organism unless it expresses its wdl

~ desires of the whole of scciety, where is the injustice ?

"But, when it expr esses the .
That a fesv will
~There cannot be a conscious*social
The rebellious few must bow to-
it.” The social mind must be like the individual one—it must have:
absolute power, with this improvement, that whereas the himan mind |

I accept your definition of statute law.

,ahvayq be rebellious. is batural.

. controls the body with monarchic sw ay, the socml body " Would cont’.rol

© its mind with democratic intelligence.

Durmg the present transitory period, ‘the somal organism is an
-abortion ; consequently all the evils of statute lnw of pre.sent and past

- ages constibute no valid argunrent against the theory of law,

- action and enlightenment - go not t%ether

Tt

mastered Nature as to almost laugh at her laws,

“lower animals.

. 8

Indw;dual as -opposed to. coliecthe,
True individualism is
found in the xecoormt.xon that certain natural laws must be obeyed

true freedom in obedxence to them., The animal peeds are so exactlng
that without co- operation there can be no rising above the animal,"

Beaving™ this in mind, we see that human laws must be passed to
euforce the natural ounes, otherwise we shall perpetuate the present
‘purasitic 'growths., By the application of machinery, man has so
The sub-division of
labour has made possible the introduction of machinevy otherwiss
valueless. Thers is no instance of the sub-division of labour among the
Bees, ants, etc., are polyartists, all the members. .of
each section of the community performing the same duties. 'The same
bee makes bee bread, honey and wax, builds, etc, and there are
no degrees of; skill. I dont want to gather -honey all the day; T
Wanb rest and recreation, Hand,;cr'\fb is art. The sub dxv1s10n of

Man is inter dependenb

national or gamsatlon To prevent plebhom or insufficiency, nutxonab
administration is necessary. Free association would utberly fail here.
Of eourse, I may be wrong, —-—Yours fraternally,

: A Bms'rox. ,Socmms'r.

R REPLY. - !
; DEAR (IOMRADE,—--X ou say I mzsundersband ‘you. Yot it ‘was youw
who in-the first place unphed that ¢ law” and w expemence " were the'

t

W o

L s
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m your present letter ydu havé akandoned

-same thing. I fancy fro
that position. Good ! o
; - Hxperience may be responsible
- eunning—the predominant section
-putting into-writing their desires and wishes, and using the power of
- social institutiohs to enforce them, , v
- ‘what of it? The theory of government is that it -protects the weak
' against the strong; the practice is, and must be, to bolster up and
- make more powerful -those alveady stron ..Jf 1t occasionally protects !
| the weak, it is in the samb spirit- that the shepherd protects and feeds -
_ the sheep—preparatory for the butcher. Evidently you see this dimly
when you say, “Our masters use their experience to good purpose.”
~“Government and law are the expression of the minds of our ‘“masters,”
always changing, yet always the same. Their. primary funetion is'to
impose these on society. In a society of equals these orgaps will die
out, because their functions will cease. Co-operation’ will succeed
‘“ masterdom.” All those who in any way Jbelieve in and support these
~ institutions  help to perpetuate inequality. This is often .done quite
- unintentionally, because - they do not realife that the very
.the existence. of thes
of the period. T
-+~ Forgive me ‘saying that your
puerile. - It shows why thé current ideas on education ar

for statute law, for the strong. and
In society at any given period— -

e institutions is to impose the will of the masters

- )

e 80 shocking.
P rial slaugliter
~{(exploitation), and compulsorily crammed, like so many chickens for
- the market! No better illustration of, the horrible results of even

'what is believed to be beneficial Jegislation fot the oppressed could

- be. given. There will be no necessity for ‘““compulsory clauses” or
“ Hdueation Acts” when the workers are free—not perfect. - Men and
women—all those so0 inclined=~will be students all their lives, eager to

~learn, happy-in gaining knowledge, and anxious to transmit their joy

© of life to others. - This has always been so. =~ .~ -~ .

The 'unjust?_qq_“xt]ditionsﬁof. industry are duerto-belief in governmental

- ideas-—the respect for law, It is the deference paid by .the workers—to-.

- “that suobtle legal robbery which enables their ‘masters to appropriate

the result of their labour'and call it theirs without question..

. Rules regulating the playing of .games are on.an entirely different
- footing to statute law. There are often different rules for.the same
gawe, agreed to freely by different. associations of - players in , the same
~country and internationally, and played Simulbtaneously, -as Rugby,

) It is quite a question.of free choice

‘whiether any one joins either or supports them. All games are Anarchist

- in conception. You could not have given a better illustration in ibs

favour. Apply the same principle to social, political, and industrial

- affairs, and you have full-blown Anarchisin: o o
Statute law, on .the other haudi'is imposed on everybody within a
gicen territory, whethey in a.greement'f‘éi' not; and all are forced to

support it, directly, or indivectly, by taxation, ,

to ‘whether you join any club, for games or other things. Here lies the

essential difference between freedom and tyranhy, mask it how we may.

* You ‘again make' the same mental slip ih your reference to Trade

Unionism. “The son is not compeiled to follow his father, but un-
 doubtedly learns of the advantages of tautual help afforded each other
~by the workers in their combinations, and so desires to take advantage
- of them. In the same way, the sons of all
- their'surroundings aud training the benefit to them of government and
- law ; ‘how they enable them to rob Labour and to keep possession of
- the plunder. But the basic principles underlying the two.institutions
~—/T'rade Unions and governmental law —are entirely different. One ig
voluntary association for mutual help among equals, the other an
instrument to enforce the-
upon all the rest. . _ A
I willpleave your subseqnent faulty reasoning to the readers, but
- would urge that the results of free association in the religious world
entirely refute you. Your arguments as to the State are exactly those
that were used by the Church. = Here, certainly, « experience” is the
- best and most erushing answer, - . ,
. Your next paragraph gives hope. . But aJlow me to suggest that
- you seem o confuse the “State” with *“ society.” Even Tom Paine in
his “ Rights of Man"” and the old-time Radicals clearly recognised the
difference. _ Lo o S
As for the inactivity of your Anarchist friends, I don’t know th
All my Anarehist friends are intensely
life. ITaving freed themselves from the
they do not wait for ele
the time, l : - _ :
- I am afraid you show the clovenihoof of authority—the very hasie
principle of all government and Jaw—when you say “the rebellious fow
musb bow to it.” The Anarchist, on the other hand, would wish the
rebellious few—or many—to’ experiment at their own risk, gladly
receiving them back if they failed, and thanking them and adopting
the improvements if they succeeded. There, again, lies the kernel of.
the whole thing. UIt'is this deep difference of conception as to the best
mode of humau progress that marks the cleayage between Anarchists
and all Governmentalists, _ ‘ ' L
. “Man is in,terdepenident,”. say you. Agreed. Bat is that inter-
dependence to be exercised by a free individual, in free association, or
by & subjéct undeyr authority, whatever its form ¢, The former implies
liberty, the latter'slavery. You say: “T'rue individualism. is found in-
the recognition that certain natural laws wrust be obeyed, trie freedom
in obedience to them.” If you will put “all” in place.of “certain,” T

%o, .

em,
active in every phase. of soaal

fetich of Parliamentary politics,
ctions before doing something, but are busy all

1 S ' o
3

. -
[ 1
I

a

Yes, the experience of some,; but ,

ery reason for

query as to-ebmpulgory edication &

“There is free choice as

the social thieves learn from:

wishies of the strongest section in society

ag.t'eé; and add%-that is'.Anarcily. ' But it is such awful sbnpidihy' to:

- say “ that human laws must be found to enforce the natural laws.”
Natural laws are such because they always enforce themselves. Human
or statute laws are only of -service to tyrants for unnatural and unjust

- purposges, and to “ perpetuate the present parasitic growths,”

For purposes of enlightenment upon natural history and
wonderful sub-division of labour among il gregarions aninal
~ refer you to, among others, Kropotkin’s ¢ Mutual Aid.”

Already the many international associations among the worker

s in

1

different industries have prepared the ‘organisations, ready to perform.

all the functions of production and distribution of wealth' without

natiénal Governments. In fact, these have come into “existence just:

because Goverpments failed -to expréss  the>growth of international
solidarity among the- workers.

the
4, let, me -

There are growing up spontaneously

~among ‘the’ workers ‘just those free institutions—T'rade - Unions, -

‘Co-operative Societies, Friendly Societies—necessary for the Anaichist v

(free) organisation of international industry. Tt isin the development,

of these purely working-class institutions that. the increasing activities

of Anparchists will be expended, till they shall:be strong enpugh to shed
governmental- and legal machinery, with its ideas of ‘auth
_ tyranny,and replace it by frée ingtitutions based on equality,

“you were as to law and gxperience. Let us strive to get right in our
ideas by.an honest attempt to arvive at the truth in social science. 'If
we do this, I rejoice to think of the theoretical and practical advantages
we shall have in the present struggle of the workers against the

:parasites.—Yours fraternally, - Tie WRITER OF THE ARTICLE,

! 1

N

. - . .
- K

4 REFORMER'S VERSE BOOK..
. {To the Editor of FrREEDOM.) -

5 DEsr SIr,— ‘ ‘
shall bé at once’a treasure-louse of beauty d#nd an arimoury of spiritual

weapons ; a book to which any one -who seeks to' quicken’ the 'f'eeli'n"g !

ority and

We- want a Reformer's Verse Bok: a book which

for' universal brotherhood, to help the humanitarian movement, or-

. simply to advocate a specific reform, may turn,-assuyed, of finding those
poewds which may most effectively be quoted to serve his purpose. I

have already begun-this work, but if. our Art.is really to unify the

life of the Community, then the book must be the work, not of one
wan nor of "one class, but of the people. To your readers of every
- class, therefore, I appeal :for titled or copies of any poems, old or new,

which they think suitaple fer such a collection. Those who wish

unsuitable contributions returned should enclose. stamped addressed

‘envelope.—Yours, etc.,, ' .

“Waldes,” Ditton ITill, Surbiton, Surrey. |

"' PROPAGANDA NOTES. -

[Réports’.of the Movement are specially invited; and should, be sent in not

- luter than the 25th of cach monﬂef.]

K

L1veErroon INTERNATIONAL MODERN SCHOOL, .
: We are in an unsettled state at school. Qur ]

ArxoLn' Emwoarr, |

kY

" Yes, it.7s just possible you are wrong in your Social conceptions, as

N .

andlord does not
relish’ our instruction. Finances are low, in fachk we can hardly see -
- ~them or our expenditure lias been heavy for the past two months, and

has swallowed up our resources.. There mav be removals which willes
Prove a severe blow to theschool, and all 1s not ‘well with s, However,

this must not deter us in tlie struggle, it will only serve to give us more
zest to carry on our propaganda, and if not in the present method, wall, ‘
ys and means which are open to us if we but lnok for -

there are other wa
them. . . N .
We desire to organise an outing for the children in the summer
which is likely to involve a further liability. Will you help 2+

On the First of, May we: intend distributing the leaflets on % Boys'

?

Brigades,” published by Frezpa». Propaganda, vent, ete.

‘ | i , must be paid
for, and look at the list :—School 2s, (Maich 25— April 2 '

5).

Students of Spanish are particutarly invited to attend the .

discussions at the International Club, 22 Canning Place, at 8.30 p.m.
On April 9 Comrade Bartet read 4 few pages of Sebastinn Faure’s ¢ 1}

- Dolor Universal,” after which' an auimated “discussion  followed.’

Occasionally we have with us sailors of the Spanish vessels, for ‘our
comrades go into the highways and byways,-and eompel them to- come
An, as.J, C, would say. ~ Meetings of this description tend to subdue

those national prejudices which the average patrviot hugs with the

© tenacity of the proverbial bulldo
tion e the Spanish group. .
International Clab, 22 Canu

g. Ishall be glad to supply inforna-
- ‘ © Drex Javes.
ing Place, Liverpool;

e ——— -

' DEATH OF WILLIAM JONES.

With deep regiet I have to write of the death-ef ouwr good

Liverpool comrade, who passed away in the Southern Ifospital on ™ -

April 24, aged 46, IIe was a man’whose hewrt was in the movement, .

one whose plodding work brought o publicity. The limelight was

never thrown on hini, but-it is such as -he that make revolutions, He - -

- knew Spanish, and pue of his planswas to visit the varvious:Spanish

~ vessels, distribute pamphlets, leaflets, and hold discussions with - the

" sailors, - The International
for he loved childven, and ch
five children to struggle on. They need help.

dren loved him. Ile leaves a widow and
Drcx JAMEs.

IS
¥

R

Bl[odel‘n School will fcel his death keenly,
il
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