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. NOTES. -
War and the Aftermath. . — =~ .° - o
: The criminals who rule the nations are displaying their
. ‘Ohristian love for the people (they are all Christians) by entering
_.on a war the end of which cannot be foreseen, and which
" threatens to destroy the_progress of a century. ~And all this
ostensibly. for the lives of two persons—one less than our Govern-
ment is responsible for in Dublin ! _The “ serene conscience  of
the Emperor™Francis 'Joseph, in the face of all the dreadful

possibilities before the whole of E ope, only proves the criminal

- calousness of one who if he followed\the teachings of his creed
—bad enough as it stands—would be "Stisfied with “an eye for
‘an eye, and a tooth for a tooth.” 'Again, har
.of war been printed ere the evil schemes:
the profiteer are in full swing. The comin
people is dreadfully foreshadowed in the imme

‘all these horrors the people could emerge victorious over the ruin

-of Capitalism, there would at least be some satisfactionfor the

price paid ;”and we can but hope that things may turn against
- the, erowned and uncrowned enemies of liberty and progress,

that a social revolution may be the aftermath of the orgy
“ blood and ruin with which we are, threatened. ‘

Dublin would be enhanced if the secret forces that aerorkmg - respect for the human personality which will arise when we have

 liberty and equality, and not before. The wretched veneer- of

.to-produce civil war could be exposed. For -there can be no
doubt in the minds of those who have watched the tactics of the

- most reactionary and conservative elements in ‘the governing

- classes that these enemies.of the people are prepared to use every
possible means to preserve their feudal and aristocratic privileges
against popular demands. When we read of two such black

* shadows as those of Lord Roberts and the Archbishop of €anter-

- bury haunting Buckingham Palace ; when we note the tone of
the speeches given forth by Lansdowne, Londonderry, and the

~ Cecils ; and last, but not least, when we heai the mouthings of -
defiance uttered by that Mephistopheles of the Bar, Sir Edward
CarSon, who ig breaking the very law by which he sarns his’

- dishonest bread'; we can' rest assured that no means, however

base, and no sum of money, however great, will be spared in

- their war on the people. For there need be no mistake in coming
to this conclusion : they are the deadly enemies of all popular
rights. - And if the workers in their disgust:at the failures of the
Liberal Party .should imagine their struggles, their rightful
claims will receive more sympathy at the hands of these titled

. robbers, they will be sadly mistaken. No; 'if wisdom is to

. prevail, let the clear, clean-cut path of direct action and Labour

solidarity be the one that is followed. Even politicians are losing

" all hope in pélitics.

" Cause and Cure. - TR

“Mr. Arnold 8. Rowntree has done good work in calling °

. attention to the poverty and life-conditions 'of a vast section of
our working population. In his latest address at Swanwick, on

July 25, he returns to this subject, and points out that"ths"

‘increased cost of living has -redticed wages even below the
margin he had previously given. In other words, the poor are
really getting poorer, and the rich richer.
also that practically nothing has been gained toward an eight-
hour day. by political action, since we are told that over 6,000,000

men and 2,500,000 women work more than forty-eight hours per -

‘week. So that we may say that poverty, overwork, unemploy-

ment, and premature death are as rampant as ever in- spite of

-~rall our legislation. For it must be rememberedthat poverty has

"a greater sting to-day when the poor are more conscious of the

It is worth noting

* injustice ; that hours of labour are a greater strain than in the
.past, thanks to ‘“speeding-up”; that unemployment takes a
~more hopeless form as competition increases ; and that if panel
"doctors and sanatoria alleviate suffering and tend to prolong life,

tens of thousands are dying teo-scon all the same. ‘All these
considerations make us feel impatient with our social reformers
when, like Mr. Rowntree, they propose as a cure * the mijnimum
wage, regularity of employment, housing dnd land reform,
health [?] elementary education.” Irom this one would imagine-
that Capitalism! instead of being the root-cause of all the trouble, -

- was really a beneficent institution, only a little out of order! - |

- T e ——— e,

Men and Ma,mie'x’s.r», . '. : R
Lord Rosebery has been giving us some of his light-hearted

 platitudes in his address .to the prize-winners at Epsom College. ~
He advised ‘'the scholars to “make their 'manners worthy of -

their character, and 'their character worthy of their manners.””’

- Very trite'and stale all this. And if a' man who has held such
e . public positions as has Lord Rosebery, who lives on such a
- princely income, has such a fine library, and is supposed. to dip

so deeply into the best of books—if such a man has nothipg
better than this to tell to the rising generation of public school'
boys, then, in spite of his perfect “manners,” there must be
something radically wrong in his outlook™on-life.  Or is it
simply that the anomaly of an aristocrat of these latter days
trying to maintain the old prestige in face of the rising tide of -
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hypocrisy and conventionality which Lord Rosebery regards as

- ““manners,” but covérs all the ‘brutal and ferocious prejudices

that are at the bottom of class distinctions. And when the

-proletariat shall attempt to touch the privileges of these

“educated ” ‘persons, we shall soon realise how far - their
““manners " and their (31:1:;1.1'&0_tersl " will help them in respecting
human justice and hgman life. o . '

“No Bad Boys.” - -~ . . .
~ One has to pick cut the. good wherever it may be found, We
live in days of social experiments : ‘a sure sign of coming change.
Nowhere is this more apparent than in the treatment of children o
and young people. At Plaistow, we are told, an experiment is
being tried which, although probably mixed up with some useless
and unnecessary religious influences, still has features of interest
for those who seek new departures in developing the energy and -
initiative of the youth of both sexes. Miss Bolton, who is one of

‘the chief workers in this movement, says “there is no such thing -

as a bad boy. There are troublesome boys—but that is hecause - .
the good in them has been wrongly directed.” This sounds like

~a revival of the Robert Owen: spirit; and when one so often

reads of the attempt to revive the birch and the cane, it is
encouraging to find people working against this rebarbarisation
of the young. But better still, the boys and girls in this Plaistow
experiment ““ work together,” in gardening enterprise with - the
best possible results. The]} are just the rough lads and lassies

~-of the poorest quarters, but they are given an interest in some-

thing congenial, and * the. chivalrous instincts of the boys are
stimulated by the need for heavy work in producing beautiful
things from rough soil, and they cé-operate with the girls
admirably.” A very small fact, but very significant. Some day
youthful ehergy, with an ideal before it, freed from authority, -
and nurtured in health-giying surroundings, will be doing a¥ «

recregtion some of the most useful work of the world.

WOICE OF LABOUR:. .
WrekLy, OXNE HALFPENNY.' :
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VOLTAIRINE DE CLEYRE.:

By the death of Voltairino de Cleyre in June, 1912, the Avarchist

movement lost one of its most brilliant propagandists. 'She was born,

on November 17, 1866, in Leslie, Michigan, U.S.A. - Her father ‘was

TFrench, her mother American, of Puritan .descellit. She was named
after Voltaire, of whom her father, a Freethinker, was a great admirer.

Voltairine did not have a’ happy childhood ;- her carliest. life was -

embittered by want of the common necessities of life, which her
parents, bard as they tried; could not provide. From her earliest days
she was an earnest student, and was graduated from the grammar

school at the age of twelve. Then came the great tragedy of her

early life. “Her father, who up to that time had bcren a I'reethinker,
recanted his ideas, and returned to the Church of Rome- Evidently,
as a peace-offering on his part, he decided that- his daughter should
become a nun ; and, in spite of the determined opposition of his wife,
Voltairine was sent to a convent in Canada. Here she experienced
four years of terrible ordeal; but eventually regained ber liberty. In
- a sketch published in this volume, ¢ The Making of an Anarchist,” she
tells us of her life in that living tomb :(— - ki L

‘¢ How I pity myself now, when- I remember. it, poor lonesome I,itté\ibui,

battling solitary in the murk of religious superstition, unablé to' believe and yet
in hourly fear of damnation, hot, savage, and eternal, if I do not instantly -

confess and profess ! How well I recall the bitter energy with which I repelled
my teacher’s enjoinder, ‘when I told hér I did not wish to apologise for an

. > adjudged fanlt as I could not see that I had been wrong, and could not feel my.
words. ‘It is not necessary,’ said she, ‘that we should feel what we say, but it ™

“is always necessary that we obey our superiors.’ ‘I will not lie,’ I answered'
hotly, and at the same time trénbled lest my disobedience had finally consigned
me to torment ! \

left the institution three years later, though'l had never seen a book or heard a

“-word to help me in my loneliness, It had been like the Valley of the Shadow of -

Death, and there are white scais on my soul yet, where Ignorance gud Super-
stition burnt me with their hell-fire in those stifling days.  Am I blasphemous?
"It is their word, not mine. * Beside that battle of my young days all others have
becit Tasy, for‘whatever was without, within'my own Will was sypreme. - [t has
owned no allegiance, and never shall ; it has moved steadily in one difection,
- the knowledge and ‘assertion of its own liberty, with all the responsibility
falling thereon.’” S S , . '

. After leaying the convent, she soon became known as a lecturgr in
the Freethougﬁt movement. Buther Anarchism dates from the hanging
of the five Chicago martyrs in 1887. When the Anarchists were
arrested “after the explosion in the Haymarket in May, 1886, 'she
exclaimed : “They ought to be hanged!” ‘But the infamy of judge,
counsel, and police- at the trial opened her eyes; and for years after
she reproached herself for what she termed her “ignorant, outrageous,
- and bloodthirsty sentence.” From then onward her work in"the
she paid’a high tribute. Though sulféring from’pbysical weakzess,
‘it was during this time that Voltairine’s best work was accomplished.
Her pity for the downtrodden and oppressed was equalled only by.her
hatred of the oppressors, and in this volume her voice rings clearly as
a bell, exposing the shams and lics of modern society and heralding &
. new era of liberty. ) BRI

Among the better known 'poems in the book we ma.y_‘mezitioﬁ

«The Gods and the People,” ¢ The Hurricane,” and “ Ut Sementem
Feceris, ita Metes,” which was addressedgo the ng,r on-the occasion of
a female political prisoner being flogged to death in Siberia. At the

present moment when Russia shows signs of a new revolutionary

. ‘upheaval, it is appropriate that we should quote this poem :-—
' . ¢ How many drops must gather to the skies
Before the cloud-burst comes, we may not know; .
How hot the fires in nnder hells must glow N
Ere the volecano’s scalding lavas rise, T
Can none say; but all wot the hour is sure!
Who dreams of vengeance has but to endure !
- He may not say how many blows must fall, ,
-How many livés be'broken on the wheel, . ’
-How many corpses stiffen *neath the pell, '
. How many martyrs fix the blood-red seal ;
But certain is the harvest $ime of Hute _
i+« - And when weak moans, by an indignant world
: Re-echoed, to a throne are backward hurled,
‘Who listens, hears the muttérings of Fate 1’ -

"But it is in her essays that Voltairine de Cleyre shows her truly great

- character. All of them have been carefully thought out, and are
clearly expressed. In her article on  Anarchism,” she states the case
for the opposing schools with an impartiality and a tolerance which are

~ selddm found. But after comparing Socialism-and Commynism with
Individualism and Mutualism, she says:— , ' -

) :  Personally, while I recognise that libexty woulld be greatly extended under
any of these economies, I franldy confess that none of them satisfies me.
Socialism and Communism both demand a-degree of joint effort and administra-

tion which wonld beget more regnlation than is wholly consistent with ideal-
Anarchism; Imlividuslism and Mutualism, resting upon property, involve a

development of the private policeman not at all compatible with my notions of
freedom, (
be forever free to all, and the worker individually able to produce for himself

sufficient f. r all his vital needs, if he so c¢hose, so that he need 1ot govern his-

 working or not working by the times and seasons of his fellows. I think that
time may come ; but it will only be through the development of the modes-of

* Selected Works of Voltairine de Cleyre. Edited by Alexander Berkman,
Biegraphical Sketch by Hippolyte Havel. -With Portrait. $1.00 net. New
York: Mother Earth Publishivg Association. ' , :

I struggled my way out at lagt, and was o Freethinker when I

My ideal would be a condition in which all natural resources would

production and the taste of the pepple.
for the freedom fo éry.”’ _ . . ‘ ' » _
- Other noteworthy articles republished here are those on ¢ Crime and
Punishment,”” “Direct Action,” and “ The Mexican Revolution,” and
the frank and outspoken essay on ‘Sex Slavery.,” At times her words
seem to develop a white heat, and the reader is swept along by the
force of her arguments. We would like to quote many passages, but -
space forbids. Our. readers should get the book for themselves. From
a literary point of view, it is worthy of a place in any library,; but it
will beg most warmly treasured as a memento of the life-work of a~tried

Meanwhile we all ery with one voice

-and true Anarchist comrade. :

THE CAUSES OF MEXICO’S ‘REVOLT.*
~ At last we havea book on the Mexican struggle ‘fx;o'm the. point of
view of the native Mexican. Hitherto most writers have shown us how
‘the country has been developed and madé prosperous by such - strong "

- men as Porfirio Diaz, who are portrajed generally as benevolent despots. -
Statistics are usually given' showing how the wealth of the people has
‘increased, and how-the country has provided an-outlet for the surplus
capital of Hurope. ~But the authors of this'book show us the other side- -

of the shield. They have given us a popular summary of the history of

_the country since its conquest by Spain, and we see how from early days

" the people have had to_fight .continuously against their exploiters, who

' Monarhy, supported by-bayonets.

could always rely on the assistance of the Church. The'latter, in fact,

were ‘always agaiost. the people, and it was with -their assistance that.

Napoleon {II. attempted . to foist Maximilian upon Mexico as its
Emperor. . But this ‘was too much for the Mexicans to 'bear, and
although the French had the support of the reactionaries in Maexico,
the people were triumphant, .the invader was executed, and the,

French driven out of the country. But although European interven-

tion was ended, international Capitalism was not defeated, and its leaders

- bided their time, and later on, as our authors say, * through the mediuin -
- of Porfirio Diaz, their. creature whom they ‘'made, supported, petted,

and etlogised, they more effectually ‘killed the Constitution of 1857,
crushed the DMexican democracy, and worked their will upon Mexjican

labour and the vast Mexican national resources than.they could have

done through any successful intervention or series of interventions.” -
The authors of this book are most radical in their explanations of -

the science of government, and are under no -illusions as to the value of

political revolutions. - When, in 1821, after a ten years’ struggle.
Mexico threw off the yoke of Spain, the workers gained nq*> s

‘“Thanks to the adroitness of the Church and Iturbide’s ~ —onstibution -

of Juarez, it seemed as though the people were to be free to work out

theirown salvation ; but four months after his.election as President, in ~

1861, the Governments of France, England, and Spain signed a compact
in Lendon pledging themselves to a joint invasion of Mexico to over-
throw the Constitutional Government, and to establish in its place a
_ This intervention was. defeated, as
stated above; but, combined with her previous struggles, the effort so
weakened the fighting spirit of the Mexicans that when in November,

1876, Porfirio Diaz entered Mexico City at the head of an army, fully

equipped and financed by foreign interests, resistance was out of the
question. ~ o S
As soon as Diaz was proclaimed President, the capitalists demanded

" the reward:of their services in placing him in power. Railway conces-
 sions and free land, together with construction’ subsidies, were the first.
of a long series of grants abt the expense of the people.

‘During the
reign of Diaz no less than 180,000,000 acres of the‘best land in Mexico

were acquired by land corporations and the personal friends of the
Administration, at an actual payment of only £350,000. But the.climax
. was reached when the.land speculators, with the aid of Diaz, proceeded

to evict a million ifidependent farmers from their holdings, under the .

" pretext that they were trespassing upon these already purchaged
Government lands. - This eviction was carried out by an eiﬁclgntly )
~ organised army and a special body of 15,000 mounted police. Duringa

period of twenty-five years, in distniet after district, the people were

ruthlessly slaughtered—men, women, and children—and their Jands

given over to individuals or groups of speculators, some of - them

Americans or English. The peasant farmers fought hard to rebain,
their lands, but the overwhelming force sent.against them by Diaz -

crushed all opposition, In' this vile work the Dictator was supported
by the Church, which as a reward obtdined vast estates. Thus was a
nation dispossessed of its lands and brought into slavery,

~

" The anthors give full credit to the Mexican Liberal Junta for their.

revolutionary propaganda by means of their paper, Zegeneracion. To
them was due the success of the fight of Madero against Diaz, who was
defeated. But Madero proved as treacherous as Diaz, and the Revolu-
tionists had to continue their fight for the land. Huerta followed

Madero, and now Carranza follows Huerta; but-'the people have

entirely ldst faith in the politicians, and to-day the workers and peasant

. ~~farmers of Mexico are steadily and surely regaining their farms and-

fields from the .robber ‘landlords.‘ ‘While the workers. of Euarope are

U e Mexioan People : Their Struggle for Freedom By L. Gutierrez de Lara

and Edgeumb Pinchon,” 1.50 dol. New York : Doubleday, Page'and Co.

o
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 work: pay no rent ! All you who- work, join in your full force, and
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engaged in slaughtering each other in the interest of their rulers, the land, the sign of which right is rent.; etrike ab rent in tHe right way :
Mexican peons are using their rifles to gain their emancipation. " Pay no mobe ! When rent is no more paid, the rich thieves will have
‘This book throws a flashlight upon Mexzican affairs, and no one that sum less in their thefts_frg'm‘ those who work, tq nrfake? the . site in
who reads it will ever have much faith in the institutions of State and New Bond Street of ro much_ more worth than .the s;t.e in Mile ¥ad:
~ Church. Here we see a_great nation corrupted by the forces of inter- House'rent and ground rent make the land thieves rlqh, and at the
- vational Capitalism, working through its own Government. The United  same time make - the rent rise in those choice-spots which they grace
States Government cannot escape the charge of complicity in the work by their stay there. The right of all men to life is the right of all men’
of Diaz and other Mexican tyrants, e to land, and the right of all men to land means: Ly no Rent !
The writers are in full sympathy with the Revolutionists, and give . . . . WiLLax J. Rosixs,
plenty of evidence for the charges they make. The book is profusely - : AR
“illustrated, and contains photographs of most of the principal actors in - o , o L ~
the Mexican.drama, We hope it will have a wide circulation, . Ly " THE RULES.
‘ | ' (With apologies to Epcar Arrax Pogz)

D

A PRIMER' OF ANARCHISM. =~ =~ - A

- V.—LAND AND RENT. . : ' o - Life is now beset with rules—
A T -, | " ) . S Irksome ru]eal’f . :
, We who strive for a free life know full well that to get it we must, ~  That are framed by diﬁ'eren’t,bu.rea.uc'raticﬂagisla.tixfe schools.
~have free land ; for as land is the source of life, a free life means free * . . How they mind us and, they bind us - o
land. But what do we mean by free land 2 We mean land free of . L In this regulative age, I .
- rent, And what is rent? There are two forms of rent, First and =~ .  How they irritate and grind ug - >
~'worst is the rent. we have to pay for the mere right to stayon theearth: B Till it’s possible to find us- o -
ground rent and house rent.  Now no man can own land but by-the . - ' In an unrestricted rage; S,
aid of the State. The State's might gives a few men the right to own - . ‘And we curse, curse, curse, . = - _
. all the land there is, and as these few men do not want all the land for | - -As our wrath grows worse and worse,
their own use, and the rest'of men must use land in some way if they - At the fiendish machinations of the regulative fools,
are to live at all, these last must pay those who own the land for the ~~  With their rules, rules, rules, rules, - '
right to live and work on it.." So ground rent is f theft by those who o " Rules, rules, roles—
' own the land from those who live and work on ib ' If the State, with + With their overtaxing, unrelaxing rules!
* - its force of arms; did not stand by these lords of the land, we may take e e T
it that ground rent would .not be paid ; that is to say, a few men could T - IL
ot thus squeeze vash sums in rent out of those who till the soil. AR . Then those “good old-fashioned rules,”
.House rent is a theft in the same 'way. Few of those who tryto - - o T Golden'rules!. = - | T
live by work have the cash to buy a house.  So they have to live in & fop successfully they’ve gulled the minds of myriads of fools !
" small brick box, for which' they pay oné.third or so out of their wage. . e “Throughout-the many ages, o o .
~.And they pay this house rent all :through their lives, yot they do not - | Tricked by prophets, priests, and sages,
- have the place to call their own, for.as soon as they cease to pa,y-tl_le rent o " “The people have decided '
‘they are thrown out on the streets, Now, the State keeps up this kind . - IR By the rules: o
-of thing by brute force, so we who want a life" of peace say, ‘ _Let_ us o Though sowe have not,abided, |
-throw down the State so that all men: may have a place to live in and - : " 'But have risen and dérided .
work on, and that these rent thieves may no more have a force to help . : . Al the rules : -

them in their thefts.” . R L _ - mtif . - v - Yet the patient willing mules, L
‘ There might be some show of fair play in the case of house rent if Continually chloroformed in churches and in schools,
T dho oogh of the honse had haen naid.it shonld ha.ours fo own.e bos - Of the oo 79 o bb'. o houls.
* poor. None but the best paid of the poor can live in the flats of the . \ Whose kna- ney-gru 1ng ghouts, .
R ose knavery a.slavery . ..
. Hasg fashioned from the rules—

L.C.C,, a8 a rule, for the rent is.as highi as that which the slum lords
' e . Yeés, the ritles, rules, rules, rules,

made them pay.
Rules, rules, rules—

We have shown,that rent is theft. }The_n the way to stop this
ing, mind-depraving rules?

theft is to pay no more rent. Let us preach this thought to those who - The blind-énslav
‘a8 you strike for more pay, strike as well to pay no more rent, o PR I R
We now come to a form of rent which is not due to that sole right '
‘to own land which the State gives to a class. .Some land will be found
- to yield more to work than the rest. In land, as in most things, there -
aré grades from the best to the worst. This holds good in the land of
towns as’ well as- that of farms. 'The soil on the farm and tlib site in
the town give rise to a great deal of change in.the seed that we sow and*
. the trade.that we do. -We who live in town know why the shop in

But the last-planned loathsome rules— . _
o .- Brazen rules! - ' !
What fearsome propositions from the modern legal schools
: By their all-invading might - : o
. (With its all-pervading blight)
: They who never cease to bleed us -

+ New Bond Street: pays mére rent than the shop .in Mile End Road, -, . Would control the means to breed us, - . '
- The shop in New Bond Street stands in ‘the midst of a crowd of rich S R Thrpu‘gh thq Lamt t ‘_
. “drones, whose chief thought is to spend the cash which they steal from In their fr sntic adoration of the majesty of Law,
the poor slaves who work for them. There are great gluts of gold in - In their mad infatuation with .th.e sordzd.‘strumpet Law, -
the West End to be spent, and so .the shops in New Bond Street pay =~ = They would swamp us 1h the mire '
high rents. Near Mile End Road live the slaves of the West Bnd -~ OFf their rule-enforcing Ire: .
drones, who, with their poor pay, can buy none but the worst kind of . R They vfrou]d pile laws jfngher, higher,
food : such muclcas the rich thieves would not give to their dogs. 8o . * . In their desperate desire .
- the trade of the shops in Mile End Road yiélds much less than than of To lead us all through life by Law! -
 the shops-in New Bond Street, and thus the rent will be much less, .+ O, the rules, rules, rules, o
~ = Now, as is seen at a glance, this form of ;rent does not spring from o That the grim Eugenic ghouls-
.the sole right to own the land, though, as we will'soon show, if men did ] ' Would enact... ¥
- not pay ground rent and house rent it would tend to fall out of. sight. . = Thelatest wild distortion | . ,
It"8prings from the fact that, in towns, those who own most of the o Of mind is that abortion, . T
wealth live near one point, and this point, of course, gets to be the The abominable “.Feeble-Minded-A,ct”;' .
place where more cash is spent than in those spots where the poor live. ~~ And the motive clearly shows:
The streets where the rich folks live are, as a rule, broad and clear, each ‘ - For restraining ~
~house is large and well built, and in all ways a more choico place tolive in,. 7. And detaining
So more is paid in rent. Out of town,. on the farms, some soil will be And sequestering all those e
rich and some poor. That shows why more rent ‘can be got from the ‘ Whom the parasites terms fools,

best soil than from the worst. But, a3 in the towns, so on the farms, , They’re erecting”
the best soil will be that which has the most spent on it, both in wealth Q.N And perfecting

-and work ; so that in each case it can be shown that the high rents, Yet another of their tools

both on farmsand in towns, stand or fall with the rich drones ; and the - For coercing all who dare to bid defiance to the rules,
‘rich drones rest on the class of poor slaves, from whobe.toil springs their - To the rules; rules, rules, rules, A
. 'wealth. : - SR e - o . Rules, rules, ruleg— - o

_* This is why we say, “ Strike at the State,” as the source of all . To those handicapping,'overlappi‘ng,ﬁj;efor;scra.pping’

the theft that makes a rich class of dronés and a poor class of slaves: _ » _ :
- Strike at the State which gives to a few the sole™ right to own all the = - ‘ ' : R . P. E. TANNER.

/
»
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‘Rules, L
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.

 CAPITALISM "dONDEMN'ED.; o

'+ Two important documents have -recently been issued. The
one i§ the Annual Return upon Trade Unions presented by the.
Chief Registrar of Friendly Societies, and the other a Report of
the Chief Inspector of Ifactories and Workshops for 1913.

According to the former, there has been an increase in member- .

. ship of nearly a quarter of a million during the past year, the
" major part of this increase being found in the trades scheduled

e

- The Cr 1me of Cfllﬁes

~ ‘The crime of crimes has been committed, and England is at
war. In-view of the Government’s foreign policy during its
whole existence, . no one need feel surprise at this. When it was

“goen that the Imperialists in the Cabinet had the controlling

voice, and when later Chutchill was made First Lord of the.

' Admiralty, it became a certainty that-ifi;the next great strugglé
. of the European powers Iingland would be involvetl. To discuss
-the hideous machinations of international diplomacy, however, is

worse than’ usél«e‘ss;. The plague of war has infected all the
nations, and its breath will- spread death and destruction on

- a-scale never seen before. ©~ -

But a little while ago—a few weeks only—the peasant and
the labourer in every land went to his work in peace, with no

quarrel in his heart, with no thought of arming against his'

comrades in other lands. Indeed, it might be said that every-

3

where the bonds of international solidarity were drawing the

- proletariat closer together.” Now, at the bidding of- their rulers,

It is tﬁis. The‘wa{remdngeriﬂg pres'seﬁ‘*the',fOuIGSt birth of

", time "—has, while fomenting racial hatreds, held before the
. "people the terrors of the * black peril,” as in Africa and ‘Egypt,
~ and of the ¢ yellow peril,” ‘a8 in ‘thna. - By these means the
 people have been blinded to the real danger at their doors—the

“white peril” ; the peril from those monstrous growths of.

Capitalism, the big.arma,nentﬁrms and the great financiers.

' What is happening at the present moment is ‘the defeat

of civilisation by the modern -barbarians. All the, beneficial

~ work of social and material progress—such hard-won __lible'rties as
~ we possess—are now endangered, not by invading hordes of the

Goths and the Huns, as happened in _the'pa:st, but by a barbarism
which nestles in the very heart of our social life, polished. and

* veneered- to look like hummanity, but heartless, cruel, and ferocious

~as any of the tyrannies of old. =

" the great lie of arming for peace, pretend, at the same time,. -

-,

“And it is this organisation for profit and plunder that.
modern Governments serve. It is to satiate their monstrous

 greed for wealth and power that ten millions of men, who ought

to be gathering the harvests that their-dear onmes will never

taste, are thrown at each other’s throats. For their advantage

the cornfields of Turope will become the graveyards of the tens of

thonsands' who are doomed to die for a-cause they do not even-
- understand. | | | | " ‘

This Niagara of blvbod,’t.his rpin, this devastation i;v, the work
of the Governments of the armed States, who, while preaching

to protect-otir liberties’ anid our lives. There are Socialists and

Radicals who have talked lightly of war, who have ignored -the

warnings that some amongstwus haye constantly given. They

_ may now see the fruit of their folly. But the dreadful price
~ in loss of life, in suffering, in the humiliation, the destruction of
humanity’s noblest ideas, no man can estimate. - - S

for unemployment insurance under - the National Insurance Act.
The total Trade Union membership-is now over. two and a half
millions, being an increase of well over a million since 1909.
The question that naturally arises is, how far the Tra o Upions,

_ with this gigantic mgmbership, have fulfiled their mission of

protecting their members. ILet us turn 6 the Report of the
Chief Inspector of Factories, a' document which in itself is an -
indictment of our industrial system, despite the legislative efforts
of Trade Unionists in Parliament. The statistics show a 'large‘ "
increase in industrial accidents. Those ending fatally increased
from 1,260 in 1912 to-1,309 in 1913, while non-fatal accidents
increased from 154,972 to 176,852.. =~ . = o
The whole report goes far to prove that industrial laws do not
‘benefit the workers, that despite all the prosécutions by the
Home Office, thousands of employers actually do evade the laws.
In Lancashire nearly 50 per cent. of 563 special visits for this
purpose resulted -in the - discovery -of illegalities, yet many
employers actually keep scouts to give warning of dm inspector’s -

" approach. The Trade Unionists, with pathetic trust, still

continue to hug the delusion that Labour laws are passed for -
their benefit. The ‘most significant point brought out.by the
report. is the relationship between long hours and accidents, yet = -
nothing of a drastic character has been undertaken by the
Unions themselves to ensure safety.” = - T
The census figures relating to child labour also give us much
food for' thought. There are in the textile trade 84,000 boys
between the ages of ten and thirteen; whilst 60,000 of the same,
ages earn a living as messengers and van-boys. Of other boy-¢ :
workers, thiere are 576,900 between the ages of thirteen and
fifteen, and of girls employed 255,950 between ten and fifteen
years of age._. There are actually 10'6 per cent. of all male workers
under eighteen, and ¥¥< of all female workers are below 'the
same ‘age. . Children of thirteen may be employed sixty hours -
'With these figures before us, we ‘may well ask what havé ©*
Unions done to_abolish child-labour, with all its demoralising
influence upon the child’s afterlife? It was at the Labour
Party’s Conference at Belfast that Shackleton, with “tears in his
voice, pleaded with the delegates mnot to pass any ‘resolution
pledging the party to the abolition of the half-timer, because it
would embarrass” his Union. He, in- common with .other

. prominent’ Labour leaders, failed to grasp the ill-effect child-"

labour had upon the adult worker, tending .to lower wages and
worsen - conditions—indeed, practically. rendering the work of
the Unions futile. - To-day the Unions have advanced no further,
only Shackleton is now a shining light in a Government office, -
and the agitation for the abolition of child-labour is defunct. So-

"~fhe child continues to blackleg-against his father, and the mother

scandalously underpaid ‘daughter. 4

Tn further proof that neither Trade: Unionism zor factory
laws have saved the wage-slaves from the vulture employer, we
have only to quote from a report of a meeting convened by-the -
National Federation of Women Workers. There we learn thata -
collar-ironer who arrived five minutes late was fined 3s. 6d., her
rate of pay being reduced from 5d. to 4d. a dozen., Her Wwages
totalled something like 3d. an hour, whilst the fine worked out
at £5 per hour, Numerous other instances were -also quoted as
showing the toll levied on the workers by the brigands who run

is supplanted in her ill-paid job in the factory by the still more

- gome of our successful industrial concerns.

We join in wishiffg more power to the girls, who at last are
awakening ; butthe remedy they seek—legislative enactments—
‘cannot cure the evil. The Chief Factory Inspector proves the
law to be powerless to stop the frightful loss of life in industry,
and no enactments have ever held in check for, any length of
time an employer bent on profitmaking. The workers riust
learn here and now the stupidity of law-making from their point -
of view; they must see how the. cunning of the. captains of -
industry will always overcome the most seemingly solid and
impregnable law ever passed by Parliament. . They enter Parlia-.
ment to frame laws that give a ‘semblance of protection to the *
toilers, and then hire lawyers in order to evade them. Thus the ~

t
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-play goes on, and the victims'themsélves endeavour to pa}liate
their lot by sending Labour leaders to assist in the hypocritical
game. - - -

- In reviewing the whole situation in the Labour world, we are

faced with the dammning fact that with increasing growth -and

| ~ prosperity the Unions have been depleted of fighting strength. .

An unwieldy mass of members relegate their affairs to the paid

-officials ; increasing power develops”an authoritarian spirit in
these “leaders,” until they really believe they possess special
knowledge, and run the whole business, bamboczling the rank-
~and-file with political conjuring tricks. In reality, they make
‘reliable sheepdogs for the master-class. When will onr industrial
. martyrs learn to think apd. act for themselves, and get rid for
- ever of their fetish of legislation ? They need no more Labour
- énactments;-but
.action.

. SIDELIGHTS ON SOCIAL SUBJECTS.

The brilliance of the Labour Party is suffering “eclipse, and their
most cherished illusions have vanished. " This is. shown in their recent
© attempt at a resolution—not revolution, oh,'no !—but"a good, golid,
" no-hanky-panky-about-it resolation, that -should make their ~docile
- followers git up, and don their war-paint, It is couched in sonorous

~ -terms, as. ‘befits this much-abused party. The. subject is, of ,course, .
Ulster; and a sad, proud, dignified spirit underlies the cryptic phrasing. -

A great party has been slighted—no representative was summoned to
the King’s Conference, and so the- shining lights ‘become dim, and in
-gorrow hide their heads beneath their mantles. . They resent the -inter-
ference of the Crown as likely to defeat the purpose of the venerated

' Parliament Act. How these law-abiding heroes do love constitutional

Acts! They pub on record their surprise that two of the representatives

- summoned by the King aré practically rebels under ‘arms ‘against con-
- Stituted authority, and regret that in future an organisation of force is

“to be officially considered to be mrost effective in industrial as well as

- political disputes. - Poor disillusioned lumitiaries ! 'tis sad, indeed, that

their simple faith should thus ruthlessly be destroyed; but 'it is never

- too late to learn, and perchance they may emerge with thé knowledge

- strong upon them that rebellion against constituted authority has

-throughout history always given the vital impetus to progress.

H 1
! :

The Int(arnatibna[ Sociglist - Bareau has_'béeﬁ_hhiﬁkin.q._and..aa-#

e 30§t g orntad 3B Poanners

g must be ordered, inscribed with the
':“"*.e~0nr,

®ms ik with Alcohol !” an. inspiring jand ennobling motto,

~1d breathing the fire and fury. of the coming revolution. - The Congress -

will ‘be asked to declare -that alcohol inflicts immense- evils on the
workers by ruining physical and moral health, and destroying: combative
.energy ; and it will be proposed to
- to the danger of alcohol by suppressing in clabs under Socialistic or
Labour control the sale of all strong drinks, by membeérs practising
total abstinence themselves, and assisting to popularise it with workers
-generally. The report also states that the measures to be taken, from
limitation of licences to complete prohibitien, will naturally vary in
+.different countries. . e ' ‘ S

To us, it looks very much as though the men ‘responsibl.e for this

- -report had been themselves suffering from intoxication consequent upon

- a too liberal dose of bourgeois’ economics, They exhibit a lamentable

.-narrowness of vision, and show an. extraordinary superficiality—they -
merely desire to patch up on- top something which is declared to be

rotten, instead of trying to undermine the whole_present structure of

- society: They must know that the drink. trafic and the drifik graze
- will exist just as long as profit is squeezed out of it-on the on;?a.nd,
and the workers are exploited on’the other. Teach the wage-slave. to
-strike at the substructure of society, and '

- with other serious evils of the age, will solve themselves. =
* T B M. B. Hoers.

o §

THE. INTERNATIONAL ANARCHIST CONGRESS.

POSTPONEMENT.

| " In view of the 'sta.,{;e of affairs in Europe, it has been decided
- o postpone the Congress. ' S "

B Pamphlet for the Times.
. ~READY ON AUGUST 14, .~ -
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a little ‘more sound sense, followed by direct

- Juarez.

direct the attention of the workers

the drink problem, in common -

the reyolution:

.Zapatists undoubtedly will become
- and fight for the desired erid—the Conquest of Bread.” -

!

- THE STRUGGLE .IN MEXICO.

We have received a long article entitled * The. ;&gbny of the
Constitutionalist Party in Mexico,” from our'comrade Enrique Fiores -
Magon, of the Mexican Liberal Party. Hé begins by saying that the

* Mexican Revolution presents how a most favourable opportunity for

the workers’ cause owing to a split’ between Carranza and Villa, both.
of whom consider, themselves.the best fitted for the Presidency now

~ Huerta has resigned. At a critical juncture in the war against Huerta,

Villa withdrew his. support from the Constitutionalist’ general Naters,
with the result that in the attack on Zacatecas City the Constitution-
alists were defeated and 3,000 of them killed. Villa theu gathered his
own fortes and took .the mugh-coveted Zacatecas City. Later on, he

annexed a million. dollars of Constitutionalist monéy deposited in

Both Carranza and Villa are ‘anxious to obtain favour with

- -international capitalists, who are looking for. a man to establish a-

strong Goverfiment in Mexico to guarsnteo their sacred rights. The-

- -aimbitions of these-two men has caused great disgudt to’many of 'their
- -followers, who now see that the cause of the Mexican workers has once

more been betrayed. "Many of those fighting now in good faith under ..
the Constitutionalist banner will come over to thd Mexican Liboral
Party side, and will not fight agajn for a man but for an idea. From
now on they will ‘fight sternly and tenaciously to crush all personal
ambition and to conquer Land and Liberty. e
0« A great deal of credit is due to our comradesfor the ‘present
disintegration of Constitutionalism in Sonora State. It being im-
possible for them to present battle to the powerful . Constitutionalism, -
‘they adopted Syndicalist tactics. They volunteered as privates in the
‘ranks of the Constitutionalists, and in the same way that they have

“done in the States of Chihuahua, Tamaulipas, and others where

Carranza’s men predominated, they carried out a vigorous and tenacious
propaganda of our Anarchist Communist ideals in the ranks, succeeding -
in drawing away from the enemy bodies of men, all well armed,
-mounted and equipped, who, hoisting the Red Flag of Land and
Liberty, are fightirig in thewgry heart of Constitutionalism, so to
say, to bring into fact the emanhcipating .principles delincated in our
Manifesto of September 23, 1911—that is, the programme of action of
the Mexican Liberal Party. © All these Liberal guerrillas are the ones
referred. to. by the capitalist press, when they say that in the States
of' Chihuahua, Sonora, Sinaloa, Tamaulipas, ete., < the Constitutionalist
frarins = who,” by 56 way, ad not 54VEZ8s, "85, the Bolrgeois press
- represent them to be; on the contrary, the Yaqui' is very industrious,
sober, honest, and intelligent, as a rule—who form s tribe of ove:f'

30,000 souls, and whose warriors were fighting the battles of Carranza,
~deceived by the promise_that the land stolen from them during the

- Diaz régime and given for a song to foreign pirates, chiefly Americans,”
would be restored to them—are now operating’under the Red Flag of

Land and Liberty, thanks to the efforts of our comrade Juan F. Montero, .

and have taken possession of the extensive and rich Yaqui Valley, .
located in the said State of Sonora, between the Yaqui and Mayo
Rivers. In that district the Red Flag of Land and Liberty is now
“waving over the towns of Bécum, Pétam, Cécorit, Torin, ahd many
others ; everything belongs to everybody, and the land is being worked -
and its products-profited by 'in common. In fadt; ouf brothers from
that region, like'those of other parts in re
Mexican -Republic, are enjoying and living in” plain Anarchist :
Communism. * Every able-bgdied man may be seén there tilling the.

land with ‘his gan strapped to his back, ready to protect by armed .

force what only by armed force may be wrested from the capitalist °
class—our natural inhbritance, the land, the source of all wealth, and
whose possession implies Economic Freedom. This lesson should be

learned by the international proletarian and persuade him to follow the
- example set by his Mexican brother to come into his own and be a real

man, happy and free. ... . . s , S .
« “The South and the Centie of the Republic are the.real home of
The. people there, less spoiled by the contact of
‘civilization,” for they are far away from the so-called ¢ Land: of the free
and home of the brave,” have taken up more readily the new ideas, or, -
or least, digest a great deal of them—as Zapata and his followers.
Therefore, the ‘bandits’ predominate in all those States—over fiftesn—
all of them attacking Authority, Church, and Capital. . .
“ As both Zapatists and Liberals fight for the common people, as
they both attack tie Church and the capitalists, as they both want the
ownership in common of the land and everything therein, and, finally,
as’ they both follow the same practice of -expropriation of the land,

LR N

. - machinery, means of transportation, ete.; they are friendly toward each
. other and work in perfect harmony. -

the Liberals, and above all because of the tendencies of the race, the .
clean-cut Anarchist ‘Communists,

v,_°t0_ 'Subseribe.- - 1s. 6d. per annum. o

The r'eceipt‘ of a free copy of this. paper is an 'im‘rit'ation' .’

the centre and south of the

With their frequent contact with, -



-

FREEDOM.

August, 1914.

WHAT WE WANT.

By JEAN GRave., ~ 7

" |Translated from Zes Temps Nouveaun, September 13,-1913.]
ge want complefe freedom for each individual.
e want for him the most absolute economic freedom, but as, in
order to develop himself, the individual must unite his eflorts with
. others like himself, and as there is only the condition of society which
will allow him to develop his faculties, we want a state of society where
the will of the dead is no longer permitted to rule, .

’ We' want. a state of society where the individual, freed from every
fetter, having only to fight against natural difficulties, may be able to
" move at ease, assocx'ate 'according to bis needs and his affinities, breaking
. the association whetlever it fetters him, or when it shall have accom-
plished the work for which it was formed, and to remake other groups,

.. _to satisfy fresh.needs, and to attain new ends. '
. But, a8 the individual is not an entity, nor an abstract being, and

as we know that there is not. q',nly the *individual,” but ¢ individuals,” .
it follows logically for us that, in order to develop one's self freely and

‘sanely, the rights of each should accord with his neighbour's rights, that;
~ they should harmonise agreeably, and not be opposed to each other.

- - It is absurd to speak in the singular of the rights of the individual
-whilst it is.demonstrated that the isolated individual would never have

been able to acquire the development which he has reached in the -

~course of centuries, but that, on the other hand, weak and unaided, he.

 “would Jhave been incapable of satisfying the first needs of life. - * *-
Jrom the beginning, human evolution has been nothing but a fight

- of opposing infefests. and appetites, where the strongest, the quickest,
and the most favoured, exploiting the. necessity for agreement and
security which gathered men togéther, krew how - to impose. their
supremacy on the greater number, and oppressing them in order to

~assure - this explojtation, axd in so doing to give an ordered and
regulat life to society in the strict sense of the word, thus creating

.-interests antagonistic to the interests of the individuals who constituted

its existence; -in such manner that .the. gociety created for each in its .

- relations one with the other, although it found therein greater well-
- being, moreliberty, a greater amount of pleasure at a smaller expendi-
ture of effort, only served a minority of parasites who, under pretext of

~

- assuring the life, the well-being, and the liberty of each, of preventing

" the encroachment of one upon the other, of assuring justice to all, made

themselves its masters, confiscating to their own profit all theadvantages
_?E -the association, ;]qa,ving',. only to the majority ‘its maintenance,
who hold the power and the stored-up wealth of the .association, crush
without pity those whom they-have despoiled ; where the words *right,”
% justice,”.and “liberty,” twisted from their meaning, are only rules to

. assure to those who.have elected themselves -masters the possibility of
assuring their domination, their exploitation. Instead of being based
on agreement, on community of interests, our societies are actually based

®

on the antagonism of interests!

. Thé interest of those governing is to
order to ensure the obedience of the governed, whilst the interest of the
governed is to restrain day by day the authority of their governors, if

they do not wish some day to find themselves completely dominated. .

The interest of the masters is to draw from the-serfs the greatest -
‘possible amount of work in return for the least salary and a greater -

and greater subordination ; whilst the interest of the. worker is to

obtain the highest possible wage for the least amount of work and a .

- greater liberty in the workshop. .
The interest of the merchan} is to sell as dearly as possible, to

" deceive the purchaser as to the quality of his merchandise ; the interest -

- of the parssites who work their way as intermediaries in the relations
betweerthe ¢onsumer and the producer is to make believe in the reality

" of the service they are reputed to render, and to draw . greater profits. -
. There is not even a doctor or druggist- who -does not desiré their little

epidemic when business is slack.

In the administrations based upézln priest rule the interests of the

underlings is the disappearance of their superiors, of whose pldce they
are envious.
* themselves realising with the least delay the ** hopes ” which they count
upon in their undertakings, and for the realisation of which they have
schemed. . SO ‘ _ ‘
- The relations between individuals are not those of mutual aid, but
~of bartering, where each seeks to best the other. R
.All this, it ia true, is marked by a varnish of conventionalism which
trangforms thé most ferocious desires into buttered “'words of love,
friendship, deferexice, and sympathy ; but the extent to which our law
- eourts are crowded show how thin: the varnish is, and ofteh when the
“hopes " dre too long realising how little they are able to keep them
. .ander control. T o
Our rich societies are the most perfect examples of that extreme

claims for him the most absolute rights without regard to other
individuals. Lo : ' L

- -
~-t

group of individuals.

develop their "authbriﬁy.*in |

* the Servian State as against all States, L ‘
.the Servian Govérnment had nothing to do with the two murderers..

Even in families, there. the interest of heirs is to see_

Far too long have societies been tutrned the wrong roa(i ;_thej must’

, N B
return to the object for which they were formed : to bring greater well-
being, more facility to the development of the individual, greater liberty,-

- - and at the same time a lessening of the time now given to.the struggle

for existence. A S B
" To arrive ab-this society, the result of agreements free of interests,

“we desire. that the land, that which is under the land, faGtories and

buildings, tools, all that which is the product of nature and the labour
of ages past, may bé taken from those who have appropriated them to
themselves unduly and returned to the free, disposal of those who will

~use them, that they may no longer be monopo_liseﬂ by individials or

groups exploiting them to their profit. o ,,
Tools, above all, ought to be neither social in the sense of helonging

~to a society, nor corporative ; we desire that they should be at the’

disposal of whoever wishes to use them, whether it be an individual or

Wo want, above all, the _abolition .of wages, since eéch’ will bave
the free disposal of the products of his labour; we wish also the
abolition of money or other value of exchange; the division of produce .

. must- operate directly between the producers and consumers grouped

will be nothing more than a mutual exchange of services, . -

~ We wish for the disappearance of the ‘State, of all Governments, -
whatever they may be, centralised or federative, dictatorial -or parlia-
mentary, based on a suffrage more or less limited, more or less enlarged -

according to their needs and affinities, where the exchange of products

by a so-called representation of minorities, -

All groups“placed over -individuals have .a fatal ‘tendency to .
dominate “and' to develop themselves to the detriment of their
libexty. -, - o o - '

~ We want the dispersion of permanent armies, becausé they have
no other objective than the defence of the privileged, because they are -
schools of debauchery, debasement, and villainy, and a perpetual menace:
of war between peoples. ‘ . '

We desire groups and individuals hold»ing_ themslaélves constantly in

. touch with one another, regulating affairs among themselves—without
. suffrages or delegations—questions of general interest as they themselves

know best, in the bosom of their ‘groups, and questions of their own
private interests. . T o

" In short, as the liberation of the individuals will not come to them

‘through any Providence, celestial or’ parliamentary, as the privileged

clagses will only renounce their privileges when those they have despoiled
know how.to wrest their privileges from them—Anarchists recognise

that revolt alone can free those who wish to be free from their present

fetters, in-order to establish a society of justice and liberty on the ruins
of the arbitrary and thieving society of to-day, . = .. '
T * (To be concluded. )

4
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Austria. -~ - o -\
- Our: Austrian comrade Pierre Ramus, who edits the Anarchist

“fortnightly Wohistand fur Alle in Vienna, is considered a man of

modersté language; but his article against the Austrian Government for '
its gigantic erime in forcing a war against the Seivian people is as full
of vigour and outspoken rebellion as it is of convincing logic. ' No
other State in the world could (he says) be so imbecile but the wretched,
priest-ridden one of Austria as to make war for such a cause—because
two people of Servian race commit murder. :Every day there are
Austrians who commit murder; and it should be the same whether it is
‘s duke or a worker that is killed. Although (he declares) he is against -
yet it must be admitted that -

If any individiials of Austrian racé were t6,make an attack against, sdy,
the /Italian or Servian tyrant, the 'Austrian Government would not
consider itself responsible. But even had the Servian State organised:’
the crime, it-is no reply to declare war against the Servian people,
making them responsible for the State, instead of the two Governments.

settling it between themselves. Why should thousands of Adstrian
‘workers "lose their lives in the quarrel? The Austrian Government is

responsible for thousands of women and children being made unhappy.’
How can the crime of two fanatical patriots be atoned by an infinitely

¥ greater murder or worse crime? . If-the Austrian Giovernment thinks =

the Servian Government has -gained some advantage from the crime,
let the Servian Government “give it satisfaction”; it is pitiful -
cowardice of the two Governments concerned to try to satisfy their -

honour by pushing the peoples into the duel. Lo

- The Austrian people (continues Pierre Ramus) must protest.
They should say loudly : ¢ Sirs, if you want a war with Servia, goand
make it yourselves; but we Austrian town workers and peasants do
not feel any enmity against our Servian brothers; we love the Servian
workers as we love all the workers in the world.” It is high time; it
may be the last hour before mobilisation. It is folly and treachery for

a people in face of war to waste time'discussing the tactics of a geheral

strike ; every war destroys the.lives of hundreds of thousands of
- workers.

Working men have %othing, to lose ; if-you have to die in
any case, choose which death it shall be, in war or for freedom. '

individualism which, putting the individual above his proper platce, . =~ But (adds Ramus, the article having been Wwritten before the = .

actual declaration of war) there is still time to ward off the mischief
by a general strike before mobilisation, which is the only way to bring -
the heads of the State to their senses—a general strike against this

3 : . -
v
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- June 12. On June 25 evictions of the strikers began.

~all presént; to support the Ferrer school at Lausanne..

- workers have come out to secure the

August, 1914. L
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Jr“n.a.ss-n'l';lrder of war. Thé‘people-niust firmly declare their will against
the rabid bestiality of such a mass-murder. '

Russia. |
According to the
Telegraph; there had been a “settlement” of the strike movement by
July 29, there being only 45,800 still .away among the metal workers
and engineering establishments. TForeign correspondents’ mews in the .

1

Daily DLelegraph is generally fairly accurate, ¢omparatively speaking .

(though its Paris correspondent has been telling thumping lies about

" the peace demonstrations in Paris).; but light is thrown on the nature

of the “settlement” by the news in the St. Petersburg Hetch of
“July 25, according to which the Minister of the Interior has ordered -

 the factory inspéctors to reassure ‘the bosses that full protection by

police and military will be given them against would-be strikers. The
comparative laxity during the preceding days was due to the large
number of police who had been drafted for special service in connection
with the visit of the French President, while all the military garrison .
of St. Petersburg was camped at Krasnoie Selo for- the review., Now,
howerver, “rigorous” protection will be given to the employers. This
-moay be -interpreted as meaning that St. Petersburg is under martial

- law. _

The chief cause of the protest strikes has been the exceptionally
savage police repression of the strike in Baku, which started on
) » By July 11
there were 500 evicted. In a letter to the Viceroy of the Caucasus,

“the Social Democrat Skobelef describes the fiendish treatment the .

naphtha workers have had. TFirst they are evicted, then the police

refuse to let them have their passports, and then there is a ‘decree . L ; - will, ac ; ) law L]
~ returns in agriculture, diminish the per capite production until it equals

forbidding anybody to be out of doors after 8 o’clock” in ‘the evening,

- which simply means “get off the .earth!” The prisons are horribly
crowded, and the prisoners sleep where they can, without linen, and in

a foul atmosphere. -
Among -the towns where there have been protest strikes is
Warsaw, where 20,000 left work on July 24 for twenty-four hours.
- At Vilnaasoldier named Ritvinsky has been sentenced to seven.
years’ penal servitude for lése-majesté. -

.
-

" Switzerland. L _ <
' At the Congress of Ttalian-Swiss Anarchists at Zurich on July 11-
and 12, the chief things discussed were the coming International
Congress in London, Syrdicalism, and Anti-militarista. The opinion
~was expressed that care should be taken to avoid bureaucracy in inter-
* naingy preanisabinev.o desert from barracks ; but it was agreed that

o Wepea: X S o ~ _ '8
‘21, Casg o okechuce Of ar, they should put themselves in relation
~1th advanced -parties-for a geueral strike against it. Bertoni was
asked to be the Swiss delegate at London. A comrade recommended

————

Spain, * I 8 -

_Ig the. latest number’ of Solidaridad Obrera, of Barcelona, is a
satirical articleabout the dispute between the Conser vatives, who want
to persuade tihe Brussels authorities to remove the statue of Ferrer,
and the Radicals; -who want to erect a fresh statue in Barcelona itself.

It would be better, says the paper, if the Radicals prevented the .

. . 4

reactionaries from closing the Ferrer schools, such as:that recently
c*g)ene_c'l at Alayor (Minorca), with the sapport of Spaniards in
merica: - ' ‘

The metal ‘workers have formed a new 'hat_ion&i _federation,

independ-gnt of the Reformist General Union of Workers, :

After a struggle lasting more than nine- months, the strike of

- textile workers at Bejar"las been settled. The gain of the workers is

-only slight, a'small rise and an allowance of half an hour for breakfast -
but there.is rejoicing in the town, where. the people have besn ]iviné
in a worse condition than in a besieged city. One thousand Ri¢ Tinto

. reinstatement of a dismissed

.comrade.

- Italy. - R

A strange kind 'of campaign has been wagec i

A ¢ ign wged by the Italian
capitalist® Press, which has been trying to provoke the’ rZilw.’a,ymbn to
strike before the latter were ready: The Government, too, has been
adopting the most provocative measures it can, in order to make the

. men do something which would give it an excuse to crush the Union

now that it has the troops. mobilised. But (says comrade Recchioni)
the railwaymen could see the game, and: are waiting to move till the
proper- time comes. When they do move, it will be a better and
bigger move than ever before. Meanwhile, among the hundred
who have been dismissed and the three hundred degraded, there are
many who had nothing to do with the récent strike. ’ '

. Awiromy.—A social theory which regards the union of order
with-the absence of all direct government of man by man as the .
political ideal.—Century Dictionary. o

BT

St. Petersburg correspondent of the Daily - »
omon e o © AN Drar Sig,—I suppose I may take it for granted that it is agreed

fraternally, ' . .

'CORRESPONDENCE. "
WILL, ECONOMIC  RENT REMAINY |
... (7o the Editorof FREEDOM.) - ' '

that what is known as economic rent is any advantage whjch one pipce
of land may have over another, as, for instance, greater fertility or less
labour and expense in bringing produce to market or where it is wanted.

This economic rent is a sort of natural in¢quality, and, it is said, would

remain and be enjoyed by some whether it was paid away or not. This
seems to be regarded as a stumbling-block to the realisatioh of equal

conditions and as requiring some artificial, compulsory and governmental

arrangements to securc equality—the Government, it is said, must collect

- it and use it to defray.“public charges.” “What then becomes of our
ideal, society without governiment? But let us look a little further,
There is another law in economics called the Law of Diminishing

Returns in Agriculture. According to this law, up to a certain “point,
an increasc in, the amount of labour applied to land results in an
increased_per “capita return, but beyond. this point (which is purely

experimental) any increase in the number of labpurers will result in a

diminished per capita veturn, Now apply this principle to the rent
‘preblem. One piece of land or one farming district is more fertile or

- better situated with respect to markets than another,and the agricultyral
workers ‘are consequently better off than in the less favoured districts. -

Acgcording to the Single-Taxers, the whole difference must go in rent to

the State in order that all should be equal.. Nothing of the kirid how- _
ever is necessary. Increase the number of labourers on the:. more -

favoured land’ and you will, according to the law. of diminishing

the per capita ‘production on. the worst land in use, and the desired-

equality will be realized. ot e : " :
I cannot but think that all this relates to a som&glﬁmﬁ distant

‘future ; still, it is as well to be convinced that economic rem

to the realisation of €quality under freedom and does not require us to

forego our ideal—society without government.—Yours, etc., . . o

 RENT MUST BE ABOLISHED. = - .
(To the Editor of FrerDOM.), . ’

Dear Coukape,—Ouar friend John Bagot calls himself “a true

- Aparchist,” and holds, presumably, that in true Anarchy “the com-

muhity will collect the rent—a community-earned product . . . . and

n T x viu}usx;v"w‘.lwu

- P P T . e [ T . -y .
- Anarchists were bent upon abolishing “ Rent, ‘)Interest,' Profit, and -

Taxes”; certainly I have heard it proclaimed often enough.” It would
be interesting to discover whether Mr. Bagot could, from the whole
.movement. of Anarchism, form a quorum in his favour.—Yours

‘-WILLIA}\: -J. Ronins.

THE LANGUAGE OF THE CONGRESS.- -
i t:h ]3 , - (Lo the Editor-of Frezpom.) o :
~= - In the Bulletin of the approaching Internati or
that the Dutch Anarchist plg}i'oup hga,s ;uli: 'td(c})r:fzi Oflileg refﬁlﬁ\fgs '
proposition in the *“Ordre du Jour ”:— - - : 2
o “ L'anglais seulement. deyra étre la langue du Congrés. Comime
- Vanglais est parlé par un grand nombre, il y aurait dconomie de

temps si les anarchistes se rletaient & dtudier une seule langue -

internationale.”

_ As I may not be able to attend the Congress myself, I shbuldf
like to put forth some. criticisms on the subject. I ’

" It 1s, of course, admitted that English- is _spoke' by far a greater
that it has been

number of people thau any other language, but seei
decided that three languages aré to be used at the Congress, it would

seem that English hias not such an absolutely clear majority, at least
I note, also, that the Bulletin itself is printed

amongst Anarchists.

exclusively in French. : _
It_ is claimed, however, that English is so easy that it can be

learnt in a comparatively short time. This may be true; but supposing

there is a language far easier than English? In that case such & .
~-language calls for' earnest consideration: and such” a language is

Esperanpo. I myself learnt it within a few weeks, and within a year
of learning:I had translated ‘“Hiawatha” into Esperanito, portions: of -
the translation appearing in an Esperanto periodical. The grammar
consists of sixteen rules only, and: the vocabulary is readily acquired
:t:i){ persons of average education.. Text-books can be had in any
1d1iom, . o - ‘

. It is strange that our Dutch comrades should apparently never
have heard of this tongue, and stranger still that they should propose
English at a time when. there is a clamour for a phonetic spelling of
English by the English themselves. - When one capsiders how our

American cousins have “improved ” English, one trembles to think -

how it would “improve” in the hands of other nations. .
To my mind, a neutral language would be a far better means of

* promoting international fraternity than any national language could

claim to be. Itl is not 50 much a case of one grammar proving easier
than another, as the means of expression being simpler. Considering

s secapimiata .

is no bar
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the elaborate idjoms of each toggue, I&nghsh mcluded it cannot’ be

said’ that any one la.nguege gives readier expressmn of thought than
another., .

At any time, and especially ab a Congress the language chosen

- must be the one in which' the speakers can’ think most readily and

© A

'West London Anarchist Communist Group, —~Sunday, 11 30,

e

| Oov;entry —0. Lloyd, Market Stall.-

that Esperanto is absolutely free from the stigma.
-of ~na7t10na.1 idiomatic; expression, I cannot see what objection can be
put forth against its being used as a common medium. = Its extreme
simplicity enables it to be learnt in a marvellously short time, and its
construction is such that the finer shades of thought find ready

It is in-such common use that I would wager it is better
known amongst Anarchists than is English.

But perhaps.our Dutch comrades mean pzdgm English ” ¢ .
- —Yours fra.terna.lly, L. A. MOTLER o

-

Our ‘comrade W J. Needs (J Walters), who has been sermusly

ill for someé time,
not, replylng to letters at present. |, . : X

\ -.\. .
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