-~ © A JOURNAL OF ANARCHIST COMMUNISM.

T

Vor. XXIX.—No. 309. ~ Mowtiwy: Oxe Pewyy.

P ——

——

-~ JANUARY, 1915.

W —

| .~ Why We Need an Army.” =~ | _ -
e .. We are told that this war may mean the end of militarism.
I We wish it were s0; but'ex-President Taft damps our hopes.
Speaking at Chicago recently, he said : “We need an army for
its moral influence, if for nothing else. In a nation of 100,000,000 .
there are liable to be riots, mobs, and instirections, which cannot
. be regulated except by the presence of an army.” Ina society -
- 'based upon the robbery of the many by-the few, there are bound
to be uprisings of the' many, and with increasing confidence and
fuller knowledge a final overthirow of the few; and here it is that
. the need for the army is seen. "Not to check the .enemy from
withont, but to prevent the workers inside from coming' to their
~own. And how is it to be done? By training some of the

‘of seeing that -the German soldier, like himself. is iust a m - workers ag soldiers, who will exercise a moral influence—acea- -
o s]{:gm%r a d l('?k e}r;pan;rgo'ﬂler ’ dl \2. mi'seth, 18 Ju}i‘_laf ?13?]’;’ ?E’  sionially a physical influence—upon the vest df "the workers, to
 Caiion T s s e 495 o oot i ringagaiet ek splers. Tralys Ciirinn
’ . : ! vl >

rhaps the opportunity will help s ’ lise that. th situation, and an ingenious arrangement ; but one which, if the
- Perhaps bon %E b s by, wil. Delp some to realise 'ba' "9 workers only understood, would soon fail if they refused to be -
- “enmity, about which so. much has been written, 18-not between o 1diars and exercised ‘the moral influence, or otherwise, on the
the workers, but between their rulers, whose willing slaves ‘they other side T ST ST -
‘make themselves. ' As it is, they will go on plugging lead into. © o Sde. '
~one another, until the same authority 'bids - them stop, and
.. -declares that they can now be friends. Britons néver shall be

NOTES.

- - The Christmas Day Truce. ‘ o A '

_Among the many episodes related by soldiers, and published
- the daily papers, there is none so significant as the Christmas
- Day fraternisation of the combatants. We read that British and -
- German soldiers mutually agreed upon a truce on Christmas Day,
~acting entirely upon their own initiative, in spite of orders from
. headquarters to the contrary; and in many cases ‘actually came
~out of their, trenches and exchanged souvenirs and gifts. - It
~seems .that were the matter in the hands of those. who are
- actually doing the fighting, we could prophesy a speedy cessation
of hostilities. The British soldier. has now had an opportunity

Q

Chri,s'tiémsu anfuséd by Clergy."""‘ o L
~ slaves;.no, never! . o SELTER - Whilst the guns reverberated and hurled their death-dealing
o = 3 e - missives ; whilst from every ‘hoarding flashed the call to the

Back to‘Ronfle; T T T
~~~The sending of a British Envoy to the Vatican would in
normdl times have heen the signal for a violent outburst in

young men of England to go out and slaughter their fellow men ;,
~whilst in the hearts of almost every.one ‘burned - hatred and

malice fostered by a canting press, a. recert Sunday was set apart .

. ecclesiastical circles; as it'is, the incident, which reverts back to a8 a day of intercession with Godto bring peace. All the

a practice dead for four hundred years, has passed by with churches were filled, and a. perfect orgy of prayer took place.

. searcely 3. comment—in fact, without many being ‘aware of it.: It was stated in.one church that the peoples of the allied countries
' How far the Censor is responsible wé do not know, but that were on that day laying their. case before God!- We, thought he
i~ some influence is at work is certain. Criticism of the Govern-. . knew everything. As an examplé of the confusion .prevailing
- ., ment was forbidden at first, but the ban was ‘removed. This —in the mind of the leaders of-Christianity, the following sérves
" “hew step illustrates how little the people have to say in W at.is., 10 illustrate it well. | Canon Carnégie, speaking at St. Margatet’s,
- being done in their name ; and, like many other things spvr%;ng "Westminster, said.. “We should not pray-for the .triumph of our °

. 1nto existence just now, it is a step difficult to' retrace. We'xpay ~cause’’; but the Dean of Westminster, speaking in the Abbey,

look forward to'seeing an extra support being’ given to the State next door, said : “T am certain that we ought-to p;
- here when the necessity arises. There can be no doubt that the Do not let us have any timidity in the matter” I . Truk

~ Justice by all Means.

sending of the Envoy is a.sop to the Irish Catholics, and may
perhaps stimulate recruiting in. Ireland, which so far 'has" not

been very brisk. When we find Anglican, Nonconformist, and

other religious fanatics keeping quiet on this question, we can
draw our own conclusions as to the .depth of their sincerity when

. they cry out about religion in the future. As with politics, it

‘serves its purpose of splitting the people into parties ; but when

the great god, theé State, has to be served, these sham "divisions

can go. . :

e —

- We hear much-of justice, liberty, and equality.. M. Viviani,

the Frenéh Premier, in his recent oration, intimates that “France
will only lay down her arms when she has avenged her oufraged

right . . . . and crushed Prussian militarism, in order to recon-
struct on a basis-of-justice a Europe at last regenerated.” This,
with the help of her allies, France proposes to.do. By all means
let us crush Prussian militarism, but we mustbeat in mind that
it is not ‘enly Prussian militarism we want o crush, but ‘every
-kind of; militarism, and every class that seeks to dominate others
to its own advantage. We shall not bring this about by fighting
-and killing one another, but by combining and ,conserving our
strength internationally. To reconstruct a regenerated Europe
upon a basis of justice is'something worth doing. True 'justice

. should remove the needless toil and starvation and weariness of
n% the lot of the workers. Let .

. us'seek in the sweet air and sunshine of the fields the true.spirit .

~ of freedom, which alone will bring justice, liberty, and equality,

-body and spirit which is at prese

‘and that splendid brotherhood and love where now we have

strife and hatred. . Let us see to it, fellow lovers of justice, that -

M. Viviani’s words shall come true !

UG

"-have not a monopoly of  Gtdd; and that prayers are
“in.our enemies’ churches.
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materialist might ask: Where are we npow? One prea

however, made it clear that we should not forget @;}the Allieg™~

~He might have -added th
believe their cause to be right. It is as well not to forget that
fact, and in the remembrance perhaps the thought will come
home that to carry on a campaign of murder is of itself the

greatest crime against humanity, and to ‘bolster up. th‘eJ' deed by

falling back upon a mythical superstition is not crime, but.

insanity. - It serves its purpose of chloroforming its adherents,

but incidentally thi§ belief in any power, whether supernatural

block in the.path of those who seek freedom, light, and reason.
The hypocrisy which underlies such things as the * day of inter-
cession ”’ would not.stand a single dayif the people really thought
and acted for themselves. R | S
Trusting the People. . N

On Descember 30 the Press stated that America had issued a
¢“Note ”-to Gireat Britain concerning the measures being adopted
by the latter toward American vessels -containing contraband .
articles consigned to neutral ports. * We do not intend to discuss °
the justification or otherwise of this profest, hut what we do

LR

desire to point out is that here is another example of how much,

or rather how little, the Government trust the people, even in a
time of stress such as the present. The facts of this protest were
known" throughout the world early in December. A paper just

to-hand from Cape Tqwn, dated December 12, zives full

particulars with comments, and the article in the T%mes of.

‘December 21 was obviously inspired.” A people that will tolerate

the holding back of news like this will tolerate anything.

eing offered: .

they, too, =~

- or otherwise, behind which to shelter, is the greatest stumbling- -
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MEXICANS’ REVOLUTIONARY MANIFESTO

The following extracts are taken from a mamfest;o 1esued by
Emiliano Zapate, and signed by thirty-five officers,’
clearly they understand the economic side of the.revolution, - If
successful, they will have taken a long step on the road to freedom, in
striking contrast to.the workers of Furope, who, whatever the regult,
have little hope of improving their poswlon by the war.

-

Cu The -revolutionary movement has reached 1ts eulmmatmg point,

and it is time, therefore, for the country to know the truth.
“The existing Revolution did not make - itself for the purpose of
sehsfymg the interests of any one personality, of any one group, or of

any.-one par%y The emetmg revolution recogmses that 11:8 orlgms lie

"deeper, and that it is pursulng higher aims. .

“ The peasant was hungry, was endurmg misery,”. was suffering
. from exploitation, and if he rose in arms it was to obtain the bread the
- ‘greed of the rich denied him, to make himself master of the land the

selfish landed proprietor kept for himself, to vindicate the dignity the .

slave-driver iniquitously trampled on dally “He threw himself into

* ‘rovolt, not to conguer illusory political rights ‘which ‘do~not feed him, -
- but to procure for himself the piece of land which must supply*him -
with food and liberty, a happy ﬁremde, and a future of mdependence |

and growth,

“ They make a Iamenbable mistake who suppose that the estabhsh~ o
meut of a military Government, that is to say, a despotic Government,
~will insure the pacificationof the country. It can be obtained only by :

the realisation of the double operation of ‘reducing to impotence the
elements of the ancient régime, and creating new interests linked
mexbncably with the Revolution, in solidarity with it, in danger if it is
~ in danger, and prosperous if it bscomes established and consolidated.

“ The first task, that of making it lmposmble for the reactlonary"

group to be any Ionger a danger, is carried out by twé different
methods, by the exemplary punishment of the chiefs, of the great

criminals, of .the intellectual directors and active elements of the

* conservative faction, and by attacking the pecuniary resources they
employ to work up intrigues and provoke revolutions;
" by the subdivision of the properties of the ‘hacienda owners and
politicians’ who have put themselves at the front of the organised
resistance to the popular ‘movement . which began in 1910, and has
attained its crowning point in 1914, after surviving the gallows of
- Ciudad Juarez and the reactionary crisis of the Omda.dela, a tragedy let
.. loose by the Huerta dictatorship.
“ This siibdivision is aided by the facb that the greater part, not to

say the whole, of the cultivable lands to be nationalised _represents

_“interests created under thie shadow of the Porﬁrlo Diaz dictatorship,

“inflicting grave injury on the rights of a multitude of natives, small -
proprietors, and victims of all kinds, who were sa,cnﬁced brutally on

the.altars of the ambitions of the powerful.:

- %The second task, that of creating powerful lnterests akin to the

| Revolution, and in. sohdarlty with it, will be-brought to a happy

. conclusion when the natives, 1nd1v1duelly and in-their communities,

recelve:Baek the -innumerable .tracts of land of—which they have been
despoiled by the great landowners; and this great act of justice

receives its complement as regards those who have nothing and have -

had nothing, in the proportional repartition of the lands given to the
~ dictatorship’y sccomplices or of those expropriated frofn idle proprietors
who do.nobt choode to cultivate their heritages.

even in the twentieth -century. and in'the heart of free Amemca,, a
system which the most unfortunate serfs of the Middle Ages in Europe
would hardly have endured. : ,

“ The Plan of Ayala, which translates and mcerna.tes the pea,sa.nbe
| 1deals, satisfies both terms of the problem, for, while it treats the sworn
enemies ‘of- the people as they deserve to be treated, reducing them by

- expropriation to impotence and innocuousness, it establishes the.

two. great principles of the réturn of stolen lands (an act of imperious

justide) ‘and the sphttmg-up of the expropmeted cultivable Iands (an

act reqmred alilfe by justice and expediency)

- ¢ It is certain that the deluded believe that the country is gomg to
be contented (as it was not contented in 1910) with an electoral
pantnmlme, from which are to arise new and -apparently honest men,
who are to occupy the curule chairs, the. seats in the Legislature, and
the President’s lofty throne; but -they who judge the matter thus
appear to ignore the fact that the country during the crisis of the last
few years has reaped a harvest. of lessons it can never forget, which will
not permit it ‘to lose its road, and has acquired a.profound under-

oooooooo

standing .of the causes of ill- bemg and the way to combat them.. . ... .
. .wishes to break once and for all, with the feudal

“The country ..

~ epoch, which is now out of date. ' It wishes to deebroy with one

stroke the relationships of lord and eerf overseer and slave, which, in
the matter of agriculture, are’ the only ones ruling from rJ."emeuhpa.e to

- Chiapas, and from Sonora to Yucatan.

“ The country people wish to live the lifé of civilisation, to breathe'
the air 'of economic liberty, which-as yet they have not known; and.

this bhey never can do while there still remains on foot the traditional
lord of the scaffold and the knife, who disposes at whim of the persons
~of hzs labourers an exﬁortloner of Wages, who anmhllates them wmh

+

It shows how .

" lost to-day their magic attraction and significance to the people.

November 30,

that is to say,

_ 'Thus there will be.

- satisfied both the human demand for land-and that appetite for liberty .

~'which is making itself felt throughout the Republic as the formidable
reply to the savagery of the hacienda owners, which has maintained,

. excessive tasks, brutalises them by mxsery ‘and 1li-t;reatmenb dwarfs and

" exhausts the race by the slow: agony of slavery and the enforced

withering of humen bemgs whose sbomache and empty brains are ever
hungry. ‘

administrative reforms, that the reorganisation may be able to last;

- idenl purity in the managemenb of the public funds; official responsi- -
bilities scrupulqusly exacted ; liberty of the Press, for those' who do not

know how to write; liberty to vote, for those to whom the candidates
are unknown ; the correct administration of justice, for those who never
will employ a Iawyer——a.ll these democratic prettinesses, all these fine
words in which our grandfathers and fathers took such delight, have

people have seen that with elections and without them, with suffrage

"¢ First a m111tary, and then a’ parhementary Governnien(; with

The . !

and without it, with the dictatorship of Porfirio Diaz and with the

democmcy of Madero, with the Press: gagged and with. the Press
given the fullest liberty, always and in all circumstances it has still to
chew . the cid of its bitter lot, to endure its miseries, to swallow

- humiliation that knows no end. ~For this reason, and with abundantly

good cause, it:fears that the liberators of to-day may prove themselves
like the leaders of yesterday, who whittled away at Ciudad Juarez their

begutiful Radlcahem, and in the National Palace forgot a.ll aboub their

seductive promlees ' -

DEATH OF fANSELM’O LORENZO.

Wlth much - regret we announce the deeth of our well-known’
Spanish - comrade Anselmo ILorenzo, who died suddenly on
In a letter to James, Guillaume, published in Le-
Bataiile Syndicaliste, his daughter- ~Marina says that her father’s last

days were .much saddened by the regret which he felt-at the bellicoks . *
opinions of some of his Anarchist friends, for whom he had a lively ..
‘At eight in the evening before he '

affection and a great admiration.

died he sent to-some. friends a manuscript for - A.Zmamque Obrera .
(““Workers’ Almanack”). He rose to work the next day, but fainted, -

and died at 4.30 p.m, “ That-was a death such as-he used to desire,”

says his daughter.

Born on Apml 21,1841, in Teledo, of a’ workxng class famxly, and_'

receiving the defecmve education given to the workers, A.neelmo Lorenzo
was apprenticed to a firm of printers in Madrid. '

At that time the influence of the International movement had not
yot reached Madridy and, feeling his humanity and his  courage
stirred against_ Government ‘oppression, Lorenzo fought ardently in
the ranks of the Federal. Repubhcan Party, which then represented in

Spain the people’s asplratlon for. liberty and the maximum of progress-
‘jm the realm of politics, He was an agsiduous attendant at the Hall of
- Arts, where the speakers of that time began to show promise of what -

they afterwards became, the rulers of the-nation's destinies. In the
gleaned extracts from Fourier, neither of whose works weéte in
circulation in Spain at that time. His mental outlook and his
dispositiou were much influenced - by ‘the journal La Discusion, in

which the celebrated Pi y Margall publishied his Socla.lxstlc prmclples,

. which, later in life, he revoked. .
With his mind thus prepared, Lorenzo met Fanelh, who was in -

Madrid as delegate of the so-called “ Democratjc Alliance ” (with anti-

Parliamentary principles) to found the Spanish section of: the Inter--
national Working Men’s Association,

The section was founded, and,
under the impulse which Lorenzo, with his éenthusiasm and acti"vmy,

~ gave to it, there began for the first time in Spain the open dissemina-_

tion of mternatmnahst 1dea.s, which were welcomed from the first moment '

. by the Spanish workers a8 the hope of approaching economic and
In 1870, Lorenzo wés instrumental in bringing

political liberation.

The following notes are taken from. Solzclamdacl .
0?/1 ere, of Bfncelona. (December 3). - -

Jlibraries he made ‘the acquaintance of the works of "Proudhon, and

L8

about the publication of Solzdm tdad, in the columns~of: which he -

explained. in a ‘masterly way his xdea,s on equality. This work of
propaganda in’ a’ country already shaken by the revolutionary spirit

marked by the lnSblbllﬁlOD‘"Df‘ various ‘ organisations of resistance.”
This section of the Interhational had many ramifications,

intensity. Lorenzo’s optlmlsm inspirited the undecided, and compensa-
tion for any deficiencies in the beginners was found in his determined
will, which he preserved to the end. One day some posters appeared in
different quarters of Madrid annouhcing a public meeting, and mvmug

‘s free discussion on Protection and Free Trade; and it occurred 'to

" was bound to bear fruit ; and as a matter of fact in a short time it was™ f

o The
"gpirit which animated it gained each day in extensiveness and

Lorenzo that the little group might improve the occasion by spreading -

for the first time its ideas in public. So he made the proposal to his

comrades, who accepted it at once.

noted economiste, was taken in a good ‘spirit, and he’ was awarded
applause and congratulation. ' This, however, was followed by a second
meeting characterised by uncompromising pohblcal reaction,

~ In consequence of the discourses of Lorgnzo and the. dlsburbance'
which they caused among the reactionary middle-classes, it was thought -
prudent to suspend them,and to put the groups which had been formed

in various parts of the country in touch with one another for the

united action of all,
Congress was held -at Barcelona on June 29,.1870. In the different

=

“His intervention, owing to the '
“novelty of a worker being bold enough to refute the arguments of

For this purpose, the first Spanish La.bourw '
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meetings of the Congress otr comrade was brilli‘anbiy to the fors with _

- his clear proposals, and the well-reasoned speeches with which he

defended them, .
Polities” gained the united approbation of the ‘assembly. In this
congress comrade Lorenzo was nominated a member of the Federal
Committee of the Spanish Region. - ‘ ' ‘

A few days after the. constritubibn of the Committee the Franco:
Prussian War of 1870 broke out, and this event gave occasion to the

Spanish Regiorftal Federation to hold a splendid demonstiation in’
favour of human brotherhood, and to publish a manifesto from the pen -

of Lorenzo, in which with brilliant logic he lashed the barbarism of the

Governments which laynched their respective peoples into useless
! ples _

“slaughter provoked by two tyrants, o L
It had been a cugtom every year in Madrid to hold-a ‘patriotic
festival on May 2, during which popular brutality was exercised againgt

_ the few Frenchmen who, not knowing the cusfom, ventured into the

streets. The Federal Committee wanted to put an end to such a

savage custom, and so determined to hold a fraternal tea, with both .
“French and Spanish guests. This was such a blow against this

pernicious custom (nourished by the Government) of the people of

Madrid, that they raised a disturbance against it, and attacked'the

. _p{ace ‘where the fraternal tea was being held. - v

The Government. now began to take serious notice of the organisa-

 tion, on the suggestion of the political 'press, which, fearing that it

. waging a bitter campaign against the International, The Federal -

-

would loge its adherents, and that its parties would be broken up, was

Oommittee, foreseeing fuure repression, decided to split*up, in order to,
preserve the interests of the Spanish Federation. =~ =~ - -
Having received an invitation from comrades in Portugal asking

that, delegates should found a section of the International in the neigh-

bouring country,” Lorenzo and two,other members of the committes
were sent ag delegates. On Corpus Day, 1871, they left Toledo, having
.remained there two days on the way from Madrid. On arriving at

Lisbon, they put themselves in touch with two ‘Republicans, who.

His opinion on “The International in Relation to = .

. accepbed -the ideas of the International with enthusiasm, and invited -

the delegatés to join ‘a group of young sympathisers, composed of

_ students and workers.' In order not to let the authorities know,

and to give time to form an organisation, they held - meetings in a boat,.
. which was under the eontrol of one of their number, in the middle of .

. the Tajo and at night time. * A year afterwards, owing to the activity

- of afew enthusiasts of the locality, and the assistancs of the Madrid

~ had been agreed

 delegates, Lisbon counted 10,000 members in the ¢ Sections of Resist-
~ance,” and Oporto 8,000. . : : : a o Co

;.. Being unable to hold the second Labour Congress ini"Valencia, a8

September . 10-18,.'1871, when there were present, as delegates . of
* the Council; Lorenzo and two comrades. Lorenzo’s work as a com-

_ invective was poured on the workers who wished to emancipate them-

-

dedicated- his holidays to the work of the organisation. - - :
. _In a discussion in Parliament on the International a stream of

- 'positor left him' little time for:the affairs of the Federation, bat he -

~selves .by ib. Lorenzo, in defence, said: “If the International be

" declared contrary to the law, the -Intérnational will declare the law
- contrary to reason and justice.” The menace of the. Government

_against the International kept the Federal Council alert. In order to

be prepared, defensive groups were formed in every district; Tiorenzo -

~_»organising those in the region of Andalusia. . Later, in Barcelona; he

did good - work in the trade unions, bringing to bear all his intelligence

_and activity. He also contributed to the Labour journals in Spain,.

* "and, in Spanish, to various foreign reviews and capitalist dailies,

As a consequence of the bomb explosion in -Barcelona in 1897,

* Lorenzo, like many others, found himself persecuted and imprisoned in -

the ill-famed Castle of Montjuich'for about a year. The “sufferings he

. underwent are’not for narration here; we all know of the bitter days

in which “eyes were shut to right and justice” He was among

o Barcelona, a' secret conference was held on .

aa .

SIDELIGHTS ON SOCIAL SUBJECTS. .

r
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The newspapers have been busy trying to prove what an immense
revival has taken place in the trade of this country. It is admitted,
|however, that the proportion of workpeople unemployed owing to the

9

war. is approximately 10.7 per cent.—a figure almost precisely equal to

the number of enlistments for the duration of the war. The proportion

working short time is still something like 17 per cent. In Grermany
about 31 per cent. of the total number of organised workmen have been
called on active service, leaving 300,000 organised unemployed workers.

From the above, the intimate relation -between. unemployment and

enlistment; is readily seen, and has apparently been far more responsible -

for recruiting activity than any appeal to patriotism. Murder as a

profession may not be an alluring one, but as it is to the interests of a - |
Government , to keep its fighting units in the pink of condition, the-

profession of arms conceivably offers some advantages over that of the

dangerous trades in which so many of the workers risk theirlives day -
. by day without anything to break the monotony of “their daily toil.

One vital point, however, appears to have been overlooked—the soldier’s
profession is an unproductive one, and despite the apparent drop in
unemployment, the fact remains that the vast Army we have . recently

' organised*has to be fed and clothed by those who are still engaged in

productive work. -This is a~ factor that must fores itself before us at

- o very distant date, and it certainly needs no prophet to state that an

.....

industrial crisis of some. acuteness is bound to follow a declaration of o

peace. It is important that we should prepare for the time when the
real meaning of our present “trade revival 7 shall be understood by
those wage-slaves who, at the bidding of their masters, prepare the
whole paraphernalia of war, and forge the chains that. bind them. But
it is conceivable that one day it muy dawn upon them that freedom

and free access to the land are the best. possible guarantees of peace and

well-being, - | - ‘

desperately hard to save appearances. They have ordered Sunday,
January 10, to be observed as-a general day of prayer,and repentance
in the- Army, The soldiers are sent'to fight in a so-call

"

archbishops and bishops of,;Gerﬁaaﬁy appear |to be .tiryiné-

ed holy war by - |

bheir political and spiritual masters; murder is condoned ; and then, .

apparently with the idea of putting things straight with the Almighty,

prayer and repentance are demanded of the murderers. - It, therefore, -

seems immaterial how many human beings are killed 8o long as the

soldiers repent afterwards. How long, we wonder, will -the Church—
that mighty bulwark of Capitalism—continue to hold sway over the
imagination of mankind, - . T

—————

It must have comforted the vietims of the Gterman raid on the East

Cosst to be ‘told by the Admiralty that such events * raust be seen in

~ their proper "perspective as. possessing 'no- great military importance,

and entailing but’a tiny fraction of .the material loss and- human

suffering entailed on all the other belligerents by the land war.” . It is

natural enough that the Admiralty should only be swayed by the

" dictates of strategy, but also natural that the citizens in the exposed:

towns should -seek some means of protection’ which, if taken, might
conceivably lead to misunderstandings with the Admiralty, This gives

rise to the question of how far the State or any other centralised body-
can guarantee to any of its subjects' that protection which' is - implied in
- taxation for the purpose of government, . : :

v

- The rise in prices owing to the war appears to be making our Poor
Law Guardians nervous, and economy in. the paupers’ dietary has been
ordered. The average cost of feeding a pauper i 4s. 6d. a week. Has
it ever occurred to these same Poor Law Guardians, who are so anxious

“to save the ratepayers’ money, just how much it costs the country to
\Lepay 0ney, j Ty

, feed the paupers we maintain in high places ¢

those deported to Paris, whence he returned on the granting of an -
amnesty. N T C o
In 1909 he was peysecuted by the ferocious reactionaries 6f the

Maura Ministry, and fléd to Aleaniz and Teruel with the family of

Francisco Ferrer.  His'name will always be linked with that of.the-
founder of the Modern School, to.whom he was an inspiration and an_
" aBsiduous and enthusiastic collaborator in the great and glorious under-""

taking. In the founding of Ferrer's publishing house, it was Lorenzo
who lifted the weight of the management from him, translating an

~ infinite number of works to be published in Spain. 'Among them may

‘be selected for "their special imporfance: *“ Man and the Earth,” by
'Reclus ; “The Great Revolution,” by Kropotkin; ¢ How We Shall

~ Make the Revolution,” by Pataud; “In War,”  The New School,” and

aany others. His own works show an analytic spirit, a high intellect,
.and a_keen, relentless- criticism of capitalist society, permeated with
libertarian. ideas. The principal works are: “ Right Living,” * The

" ‘Banquet of Life,” “Free Road,” *“The People,” “ Anarchist Life;”

“ Bring about. Emancipation,” and - A Note on the Modern School.”
‘He also wrote innumerable leaflets, and in addition left an unpublished
work which was to be a synthesis of his vast sociological knowledge.
With his tenacity, his perseverance, and his powerful ‘intellect,
Lorenzo contributed to the spread amobg the Spanish workers, and
especially the Catalans, of the spirit- of rebellion. He was beloved by

_ all for his goodness, for his disinteréstedness, and for, his modesty.

~—(Translated by L. J, 8.)

w

_ There ig, we understand,
no talk of retrenchment.in that direction, . :

. Mr. Brace, the Labour M.P,, has been talking to the South Wales
‘miners abont the men of Britain being * cradled in liberty,” This sort
of claptrap may be all very well from a Liberal or Tory, but & one-timé’
workman should know that the only liberty enjoyed by the miner, or
“ally other worker, is the liberty to starve. = A nation that can permit of
a Senghenydd disaster or any preventable industrial calamity cannot
afford to boast of its liberty, Let Mr. Brace go and unburden his soul

bo understand that their sole funetion is to produce profits for their
masters, Mr, Brace might explain where the liberty comes in. -

. to those who Will believe him, for the South Wales miners are beginning -

~ The patriotic intoxication frofn.which so many of our British -

Socialists are suffering appears also among Germhan Socialists, with one
honourablé exception, however,.Karl Liebknecht has had the courage

the truth about the war having been’ caused by capitalist exploitation,
Apparently, his action pleases neither friend nor fos in Germany ; hut it

- must surely be gratifying to him to know that he has won the praise of

the British capitalist néwspapers. Yet we seem to remember that when

Bernard Shaw told the truth about the British capitalists’ responsibility

for the war he wag described as a traitor who had indulged his -

* ingensate malice ” against a Governinent that is keeping unsmirched
the * fair fame of Britain,” - : -+ M, B, HorE.

8

-

~ to vote against the German war loan, and- has followed this up by tellng -
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We enter the New Year at a time when our. prmclples our
ideals, and all we hold dear have been put to the severest test.
which we have as yet been called upon to endure. The war
overshadows . evexythmg else - connected with the, year just

ended; but several‘incidents in the never- ending wat between -

Ceplta.l and Labour, which caused much excitement when they
happened, and gave, us hopes that a{more definite form was

~ "being taken in the fight, may be referred to briefly. "
-The outsta.ndmg event was the crushing of the South African
rexlwa.y strike in January by Botha and Smuts, and the deporta-
~tion to Dngland ‘of nine of the leaders. . The™Boer generals
showed they“had studied French and English governmental
- methods of dealing with railway strikes, and their proclamation
of martial law and use of armed troops, brought the strike
rapidly to an end, amid the plaudits of the capitalists: of the
- British Empire. Henceforth, Botha and Smuts will be looked
up to as Wmthy supporbels of Capitalism. The Hyde Park
,,,,, rotest against the. deportations raised -
““hopes of energetlc a,cblon***but the “statesmen” of the Labour
 Party safely diverted the prstest into legal channels, and it died
- anabural death ; and wheén the deportees returned to urge the
- men; against whom Botha and Smuts had used the troops, to
fight for, their ¢ ng and country, W'e "f‘elh ‘that indeed our
" hopes had been falsely raised. " g

The strike in the building trade, thh lasted seven months, *

F’mnce, 15 Centzmes. 1

; -
men who were quarrelhng as to the ? ivision of the spoils.of
~office in an Irish Parliament decided to postpone their quarrel,
a8 otherwise there might be no spoils to divide.

e

there are still some in Ireland who will not forget.

Then the war clouds burst, and although~here and there in.

the Socialist and Labour movement attempts were made to_stem

_:the tide, they had no effect. In France, where the anti-militarist

a,g1ta.mon has been strongest, there was no more opposition than

in Germany, where anti-militarism is unknown. In all countries
the crafty statesmen laid the blame upon their adversaries, and

each declared itself fighting for liberty, honour, and self-preserva-
tion.
‘parties were split up in
the most amazing manner. And now the workers of Europe
and natives of Asia and Africa are flying at each other’s throats.
What for?

is not to decide their own quarrels. If the workers of one

- country win the day, what will they gain? And if they are

Vrdefeabed wlat will they lose ?

in their “mental outlook, the day after peace is signed they will

" return to the factories, the mines; the mills, and the railways;

gave the. Enghsh workmen an opportunity of showmg their

tenamty in"a fight;
bulldog courage shown by the workers when fighting their
_masters’ battles in: the trenches, they have nothing but gibes

but although the Press will praise the

. and sneers for them when they show the same conrage in strikes"-

and lock-outs.
started, but the desire tq show a “ united front” to the enemy
" abroad was the excuse for persuadmg the men to surrender to

The building strike was still on when the war

_the enemy at home. ‘Thls they did, thanks aga,ln to the mﬂuence'ﬂ

of their “leaders.”
The m1ne1§ Wa}. in Oolorado and the greet strikes in Russm,

R

‘and Italy were signs of the universal uarest.

and children; and although. President Wﬂson is anxious fo

smooth things over, Rockefeller refuses to give way, and more

.trouble is e*{pected In Russia the war came just when the
“strikes were at, their height in St. Petershurg and other cities,
and, as in England, they all collapsed When the T'sar procla,lmed

- the war of “liberation.” The strike ih Italy, however, was a
much mord7solid affair, and its widespread character betrayed
such a strong revolumonmy tendency that it has undoubtedly
been the cause of the hesmata,on shown by the Italmn Govern-
ment in taku;g part in the war.

In- Oolorado,
‘Rockefeller’s militia shot down miners a,nd burnt oub thelr wives

The most impartant political event at home was the Home,

..—Rule, struggle, which brought Ireland within reach of civil war.
The Ulster menhad been armed anditrained, and theNationalists
also began, to do the same; and when soldiers fired on'the people

in Dublin, it looked -as though rothing could avert civil war.

"Men, women, and children were murdered in the streets;
the war clouds were already threatening, and saved the Govern-
ment from what might have been an awkwe1d s1tuat10n

-

but
“The .

) they

‘and the men who have probably fought like lions on the battle~

Unless the war brmgs a change

Those who
were the victims of this outrage remain unavenged, but m&ybe'

The international bond, so often a.cclalmed at Socialisti .
-+ Longresses, proved ibself ‘of no avail;

To decide the quarrels of their rulers—it certainly

fields of Europe will again become the slaves of the master class, -

dependent upon them for per mISSIOIl to earn their daily bread.

They may have saved “ civilisation,” and a grateful country will

cheer them on their return from the war; buf their position as
wage-slaves will be unchanged. C !

. The lesson .to be learnt from 1914 is that as Iong as Govern-
ments are allowed to take into their hands the enormous power
now- wield, and the people submit.so willingly to the
All our efforts -
We -
must reiterate again and yet again our teaching of the past;
‘the old'1deds of nationalism, king worship, and blind submlsmon _
to aathority miust be. drlven out; and then perhaps not only

dictates of then leaders, they are powerless.
must be directed to breaking down the power of the State.

will international war be rendered impossible, but the end will
come Of that other greater war, greater because of its flercer
brutality, between the exploited and the exploiter.

anger mmgled with pity at the awful suffering ‘and misery

will be gained. This is the message of 1915: to go forward

‘with a firmer resolve than ever to fight at every turn those wha
roly ds and despoil us, and, then use us.for cannon fodder o=+

protect their own sordld lnterests Forward comrades, untak

tshe world 18 set free !

]

. PEASANT AND KING™

You who put faith in your banks and brigades.
Dranl-and ate largely, slept easy at night,
' Hoarded your lyddite and polished the blades,
 Let dow‘n upon us-this blistering blight— )
You who played grandly the easiest game, °
Now can you shoulder the weight of the sa.me?
Say, can you fight?. :

Here is the tragedy : losing or Wlnning o
Who profits a copper? 'Who garners the fruit? ,
JFrom bloodiest ending to futile beginning
Ours is the blood, and the sorrow to boot.
Muster your music, flutter your flags,
Ours are the hunger, the Wounds, and the ra.ors >

Say, can you shaot?

This is your game: it:was none of our choosing— e
'We are the pawns with whom you have played.
Yours is the winning and ours is the losing,
But, when the penalties have to be paid,
'~ We who are left, and our womenfolk, too,
Rulers of Europe, will settle with you—
‘ dre you afraid? - . ' _
- " CaRrisroPHER, MORLEY,
in the New' York Evening Post.

L —

Y

-

The acts of v,
our rulers, which weigh us' down so heavily now, torn with.”

which thos& acts ‘bring, may be thé means by which our liberty

ANAROHY —A social theory Whlch regards the union of order:

with the absence of all direct government of man by man as tha A

pohtlcal ideal. ——Oentury chtwna'ry

- g
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ANARCHISM SOCIALISM AND THE STATE

For several years now we have been. th.nessmg the gradual
~‘break-up of the Socialist and Labour movefnent in this ‘country.
The dramatic events of last August resulted in ite total collapse
as a definits-organised expression of Socialist thopght. To-day
-1t is in the melting-pot. The form it will assume when the
_present tumult and shouting die away depends very largely: upon

what action is being taken now by the supporters of the various

“schools of thought of which the movefnent is composed. -

Before speculatlng upon the possibilities -of the future, it
would ‘perhaps be well to review briefly the causes that have led
to the present-deplorable state of affairs. In reality there is only
one root cause out of which all the others have arisen,

those revolutionary principles - upon which that movement was
originally based. There was a time in the history of Europe
when “ Socialist ” and ** Revolutionist” were synonymous terms;
when Socialists—however much they might differ- on other
points—wers at least agreed as to aim and method Their aim
was the deliberate overthrow of the present system of society;
their method was to organise the Workers for the accomplishment
of this Social Revolution. :

It was quite apparent to the early revolutlomsts that the

‘greatest obstacle in the way of a revolution of any kind was the -
They rightly regarded it as the final expression of

State.
Capitalism, enthroned and "dominant. Hence, in order to
destroy Capitalism it was necessary to destroy the State. There
was no question at that time as to what would be the function of

the .State. in a Socialist system of society. It was clearly‘

' recognised that there would be mno State “under Socialism.”
.. To that position Anarchist Communism has faithfully adhered.
Not so- Socialism.  Modern Socialism has outgrown the
“crudities” of its youthful enthusiasm. It is agreed that the
State may be used by the- mlmg class as an  1nstrument of
oppression under a capitalist régime, but that is no justification
for an anti-State crusade. Why not tame the dragon, instead of

~ slaying him ? To centralise modern industries in the hands of

the Government is obviously a much more efficient method of
carrying on production than to leave these processes so essential
.. to the communal welfare, to the caprice of competing groups of
- capitalist qwners.
- ment and of .oppression of the masges, we have only to educate
* said masses, give them “a democratic franchlse, and the trick
is done. The community then controls the State, which in turn
controls the mode.of production. Socialism - has then arrived.
- That this 18 no mere caricature of the theories and policy of

-reformist Socialism may be seen by referénce to current Socialist

 literature. Vith the best mtentlons our reformist friends set out
_to capture the State ; but it is the State that has captured them:

Socialism to- day is . identified - with every phase of State
-activity. The Webbs, for example, have taken society in hand,
and, aided by.the lesser lights of the Fabian Society, have
- subjected it to .a searching and . critical analysis. They have
elasszﬁed Iaa%iglled ‘and tabulated all sections of-the community,
arriving finally at conclusions well calculated to bring Karl Marx
from his grave in protest.
further to be found in- that great literature of State Socialism
which has grown up under the fostering care of the Fabians.
these works the ‘relationship between “ Socialism and Govern-
ment,” “The State and the Child,” etc., are defined with a
precision that defies criticism by its sheer audacity and

dogmatism. The importance of these books must be thoroughly

grasped by any one who is desirous of understanding the present
condition of the Socialist movement. The following fagts are
worthy of notice in this connection. There exists a close bond
“of union between the Fabian Society and the Independent Labour
Party. TIndeed, for all practical purposes they form one society.
" The 1.L.P. literature -is either written by Fabians or is’ largely
based upon Fabian pubhcatxons At the present time .a joint
education scheme is being carried out by the two societies. which
includes the formation of study circles during the winter months
—the L.L.P. finds the students, and the Fabians provide ‘both
- “tutors. and teaching!
‘LL.P. is the largest and most . influential Socialist party in the

“country. "The result is that the best of ‘the rank-and-filg of the

Socialist movement are being led to look to a transformation of
‘ the existing State and Government institutions as the means
- whereby “ Socialism ” (of a kind) will be brought about. The

o eﬂectmg of this tranformation is obviously the function of the

P arliamentary machme—hence the 1 immense 1mportance attached
to the passmg of progresswe Ieglslambn .

It is the
deliberate rejection by the leaders of the Socialist movement of .

To ‘awoid the. dangers- of oligarchic govern-

The outcome of these researches is

In

It - must also be remembered that the-

Happily, there are other factors WhICh hgve had considerable

s propaganda.  There has been the very illuminating experience

afforded by the political policy"and general actions of the Labour

M.P.’s, which has resulted in the Labour Party ceasing to count
for anything in the eyes of the rank-and-file of the Labour move-
ment. Politically, Labour went up like a rocket in 1006, and has

long since performed the return journey earthwards in the guise

of a damp squib. Whole branches of the LL.D. have left the
party, and a stampede towards Industrialism in a variety of
forms has not yet ceased. In the meantime, the beneficent
‘effects of State intervention in the shape of an Insurance Act,
etc., were beginning to make themselves felt, and the unrest
among the workers grew apace. But the one thmg ‘which more
than a.ny{qhmg else led to the shipwreck of the predominant
school of Socialist thought 'was' the fact that, notwithstanding

the mucli-vaunted * national prosperity,” the poverty of the

workers increased steadily. This' was largely due to -the

increased cost of living, and consequent reduction in the.

purchasing power of wages. This fact clearly proved that it
was not more work, but. more of the product of their work,

" influence upen the minds of the workers beside State Socialigt

that they needed. "No social reform has yot been devised to'

‘bridge the gulf between exploiter and exploited.
‘The outbreak of the war has made the question of the State
ry real and urgent. ‘What is to be our attitude towards the
B@%’ce ? Isitto e the instrument of our emancipation,

outward ‘mark of our servitude ? Are we to fight against the

or the

State, or are we to.support it ? In short, are we o be Anarchist:

Commumsts or State Socialists ? - This is the one live ‘issue for
ogialists to-day. We have come to the parting of the ways.
Smust decide how we are going to act.
facts.
‘martial law. News of a very meagre character reaches us
through the medium of that latest addition to State officialdom
—the’ Censor.
given the . alternative of enlistment or unemployment; we
grope our nsky way through darkened streets in meek and

unquestioning submlssmn to, an order
McKenna.”

It may, perhaps, be contended that all th1s is but the outcome -
of the war itself, and has therefore no connection with the State .
Because, whether one

~as such. . But why, then, are we-at war ? ]
‘regards. it from the standpoint of national honour, necessity,

capitalist greed, or what you will, the fact remains that the State,’ :

the ruling class, arranged and decided to go to war. The nation
was not consul%ed TPeace and war are made pver the heads of
. the people. . R

At the same time the Government were thorouwhly alive to
the value they could derive from a strong backing of pubhc‘

“opinion to support them. And they set about creating * public

opinion "’ forthwith much in the manner that they had so often

done at the time of 'a General Election.. Iencd the pyefluction
of carefully worded statements of ¢ ‘Why we are at ,vmr,” which
have been so widely circulated. Think of it. WeZ%re teld-that

the alternative fo fighting in this war would be the “loss. of our !
freedom,” and the placmg of England beneath “the iron heel of -

- (Gterman militarism.”  But the Tact appears to have heen over-
looked by these advocates of liberty that the war has already had
exactly the opposite effect.
liberty as Messts. Kitchener and McKenna think good for us;

and in.order to overthrow. German militarism, Iingland has

become 2 nation in arms, and bids fair to be at mno distant date

one of the greatest of-the militarist nations of Europe.

The State to-day is a pure oligarchy.~ “ Popular government,”
even as understood by the average Radical, has ceased to ex1st
In the'interests of ‘‘ the defence of the realm ¥ the (iovernment
has assumed as absolute a sway over the lives ‘and destinies  of
the people of this country as that of the mest autocratic ruler

gigned * Reginald

Let us look at the
To-day England is for all practical purposes under -

Newspapers have been suppressed, men are

As a nafion, we have just as much .

that has ever existed. At the end of this war the State will have

vast armies of trained soldiers at its disposal ready to erforce—
~at_the point of .the bayonet 1£ need be—its will upon the
masses,

Whatever delusions the well—mtentxoned but  ill-informed
Socialist may entertain respecting the. State, the Anarchist at
least has none. Now as ever he recogmises the State as the
guardlan of reaction, the preserver of vested interest, the buttress
of superstitiont, and the enemy of liberty. To those who rea.hse
what Socialism really means, the very words * State Socialism ”’
constitute an absurd paradox. The keynote of true Socialism is
Freedoni, and the goal of all real Socialist effort and striving

-must, be the Anarchist Commune, based ~upon voluntary

association and mutual aid. : .

. | oo i o Orro LERny.
. | :

LR
o P



%
I3

_FREEDOM. -

'THE WORSHIP OF GOVERNMENT.

- In a (Government-hade war, the State .officials who rule
Europe are driving their subjects by millions to the shambles.
The Governmental machine, on which special privilege depends
- for the protection of its’ unjust wealth and power, issues its
- orders and the ruled march fo their suicide. . . . . Over famous
cities Zeppelins and other aircraft are hovering, that they may
drop among innocent non-combatants the most deadly explosives
known to science. Blood flows in torrents; warships scour the
seas, eager to blow one another into eternity and annmihilate
‘commerce ; the entire industry of the world is thrown out of
gear, a d death by slow starvation—far more painful than any
on the battlefilld—is decimating the workers, both in Furcpe
and in the United States. ' - B

~ All thi§ is the delibsrate work of Governments; of those
omnipotent, centralised ‘machines, operated by politicians who
‘study. only their own interests; the official machines in which
- Socialists bid us trust, and to which they: would confide the
conduct of all industry, and therefore the absolute connﬁ of
: . . [

our lives. ' S .- |

'Obviously this ‘war affects us in America most profoundly,
- for steam and electricity have made the world one country.
Modern - capitalism is entirely international. .Only the stupid
workers, robbed by arduous and usually most degrading toil of

“the capacity to think, are to-day the dupes of patriotism. Their .

masters iron out their faces sanctimoniously and talk solemnly
of national obligations, but they .grin in their sleeves. They do
business all over the world, travel everywhere, and live where
they éan make most money and beést enjoy themselves.
For fifty years, thanks to the propaganda of th |

~ who are the victims of as wild a dream of political power as ever
" turned men’s al}eads, this worship of government has been-going

" on. Every imaginable argument, usually clothed in a scientific

- jargon deliberately calculated. to befog the workers, has been

employed. to overthrow the distrust of the ruling, policing, tax-

gathering machine—a distrust the workers have felt from time==Italy and the War.~
‘immemorial. ‘We have been told to look to the State as to a god =

_ who will shower down manna’ from above, insure us against
“sickness and old age, reduce our hours of labour and raise the
.. wages-paid for it, keep us employed, and generally give us the
- millennium while preserving intact the privileges of those who
" ride on our backs.  We . have been urged to. entrust this
benevolent State with everything, giving it the monopoly of all
" production and distribution, as in the instance of our national
. Post Office, which is to-day one of the most politically corrupt
and atittocra.ti(‘:ally. managed institutions on the face of " the
earth.-! . . .. - D -
. Let.us take a look at Germany, where the State owns the
railroads.. No railroad strikes are possible there, for if the
_workers revolt they are.ordered immediately to their colours and -
.commanded, as soldiers, to fesume their work.# The penalty for
refusal is death, i;n_pbsé& by military court-martial. He who is

in Government employ is a' soldier of the State, bound by an

ath of office, and punishable as a.traitor if he disobeys the
orders of his superior officers. The State can tolerate mno
‘disobedience. Uprisings against it will' be put down, always
and everywhere, so long as there are guns ‘and ammunition in.
the armouries. We in the United States ought to know that, if
only from our own railroad strikes, in which the mail cars,
owned or operated- by the Governmient, have always been held
~ sacred, to be protected by the Army and moyed at any cost.
| What does the governing machine care about the voters who
‘have created it? Nothing whatever.. The voters have simply
given birth to a Frankenstein who devours them ; released from
captivity an omnipotent spirit- whom they cannot, to save their
lives, coax back into the bottle. What did Socialism’s millions
of votes amount to when the Kaiser chose to blow the whistle ?
' This is what has happened in Germany.. . . . Surely it
should give all who are working for the emancipation of Labour
food for the most serious thought. Surely we should insist on
further and most explicit explanations from the Socialist politicians
before permitting ourselves to be carried firthét along that road
- which has led Burope to destruction. In these United States we
are already tangled up in such a net of laws that no man’s liberty
is safe— We have already an army of officials, every one of whom
Labour must support.- -We have already an immensely powerful

-~ . and highly centralised governing machine, both at Washington -

% The French 'GOVEl;Qmel]t, ander Briand, c‘z‘ushe'd_‘the great railway strike of
October, 1910, by these ethods,—Ep, FREEDOM, .
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Socialists, -

and in every State, which has given away to railroads and’ other;'

- corporations millions and millions of acres of that land which is
our national and individupl heritage; which has clothed the few

with invaluable, special privileges, every one of which has to be
~paid for out of the.workers’ pockets; which has loaded the’

moneyed and official class with power, and rendered the masses
‘as powerless as any people on.earth. Surely we ought to hesitate
before we increase still further, as the Socialists would have us
~ do, the power which has made a record so shameful. Surely we

- ought to ask ourselves whether salvation is not to be found in

shearing government of its strength, and thus putting ourselves

- in a position ‘where we can take back the rights of which it has

robbed us.
lesson urope is now teaching us. | | S

~Weé who issue these weekly letters are workers, every one of

us, and profoundly interested in the education of our fellow.
workers, since ‘without their intelligent co-operation we must

- remain in_slavery. = We are profoundly interested in the tragedy

in which Goveinments have involved our fellow workers in.

Europe, for their interests are ours, and among them we have
relatives and friends we dearly love. We are working to usher
in a fature that shall be richer in freedom and more secure. We

.ghrink appalled -from the possibility of being thrust, by false

- theories and lack of investigation, into that abyss which to-day
is swallowing Europe.

Socialism, which is the creed -of all-government, has tempted us,
and we call for full and impartial [discussion of the crisis which
confronts the world. - a Co SR

: : [The above article was sent to us by'the”International Anarchist
Group, 1344 Powell Street; Los Angeles, Cal.. It is one of a series of”
weekly letters printed in various languages and sent to.the revolutionary .

“papers at homie and abroad. " Those who are willing to help, financially
or otherwise, in this work are requested to write to Wm. C. Owen at
above address.] ' L L o )
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war, it is certainly proving a fine

. Whoever else may lose by this

Surely we should take warning from the awdful ,

We consider that the outbreak of this
war proves, in letters of blood, the danger of the path on'which

J anu‘ary,’ 1915.
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thing for the Catholics. In the course of an interview on the situation

in Italy, our Italian' comrade Recchioni ,~mmented on the fillip given

to the righteous cause of Catholicism by the sending of an English - .
- Ambassador to the Vatica;{ after relations had been brokem for 400~

years. And a Turkish Aribassador, it seems, is to.go to the Holy

See, too! ‘And France? Accarding to.thé Daily Chronicle,shé'is very - =

busy with pourparlers preliminary to & renewal of relations with the
Vatican, This war is not for freedom, but for reaction, of a clerical as
well ag a military. kind, in England and France and throughout Europe.
The “speech of Salandra in. the Italian Parliament was the speech of a

‘Jesuit (he belongs .to a religious fraternity at Troja, in the South of

Ttaly), made both to satisfy the parties who want intervention ig the
war and those .which do not; to propitiate the Triple. Alliance and
please the Triple Entente. The Socialist. protest was’ feeble; but it is
quite time that what remains ¢f the revolutionary parties should form
-a scheme to_take advantage of the first opportunity to make their own
war—the war for the emancipation of the workers. - ‘

: LN
ha .

- Socialists in Government. .- =

It was certainly a judicious move of the French and- Belgian .

Governments to invite" Socialists ‘into their fold. Right up to the
outbreak of the war there were French Socialists who used to declare

vehemently that the intimacy between the Government of the French .

‘Republic and the Russian autocracy was a perpetual menace of a
world-wide war. Now—when in Germany, Russia, Servia, and.
England there are Socialists vigorously denouncing the sins of their
chief enemies; the Governments .of their own countries—in France the
Socialiste are allied to their Government (with all its intrigues), to

which two of their members belong; and from the manijfestoes issued . |

by the Socialist Party from time to time it might be inferred -that, in
the matter of
absurd. T R S
- Spanish Amnesty,-but Death for Workers. _ s

B An ironic sequel to the partial amnesty granted by the Spanish
.Government for political prisoners is the fact that three workers have

been condemned to death in connection with a disturbance at Bena-.

galbon, There is a vigorous agitation améng Spanish workers for the
" abolition of the death penalty altogether,
condemned workers. - .,

' 1

like cobwebs, where the -small flies were caught and the great break

through.—Bacon. .

r
.
W
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e Y ) B

this war the French Government is blameless—which is

One of the seven éages of Greece was w:'oxit to say tha£ laws were

4 -‘. -

and for the release of these -
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WHAT WILL STAY THE PLAGUE‘?’

"People ask what new artangements of dlplomacy or revivals
~of Christianity—what alliances, enteﬂtes, leagues of peace,

Hague tribunals, regulations of armaments; weeks of prayer, or

tons of Christmas puddings sent into the enemies’ camps—will
finally scotch this pestlience of war. And there 18 no answer,
~because the answer is too close at hand for us to see it

Nothing but the general abandonment of the system of living

on the labour of others will avail.
© whether ag-between individuals or as between mations, 1s——and

There is no other way. This,

has been since the beginning of the world—the root-cause of"

war. Iarly and primitive wars were for this—to raid crops and
cattle, to carry off slaves on whose. toil the conquerors could
subsist; and the latest wars are the same, To acquire. rabber
concessions, gold mines, diamond mines, where colbured labour
may be exploited tovits bitterest extreme; to secure colonies and
outlying lands, where giant capitalist enterprises (with either
white or coloured Ia!ibf)ur) may malke huge dividends out of the
raising of minerals and other industrial products ; to crush any
other .Power which .stands in the way of these greedy and

" inhuman ambitions—such are the objects of -wars to-day. And

we do not see the cause of the sore because it is so near to us,
because it is in our blood. The whole private life of the com-
mercial and capitalist classes (who stand as the representatives
of the nations to-day) is founded on the same principle. As
individuals, our one object is to find some worker or group of
workers whose labour value we can appropriate.

‘Lioolke at the

_” CORRESPONDENCE. o

- IS THIS THE LAST WAR? _ o
- (2o the Editor of FREEDOM) . .

DrAR Coyrape,—I have spent some considerable time in reading

through comrade Grave's article last month on “ Qught Anarchists to .
Take Part in the War?” and at the conclusion, if I had not seen the

word ‘¢ Freepoy " printed on the top of the page, I really would have
thought 1 had taken up one of the so-called Labour papers. . He says:
“This war must be the last, the end of war but in order to arrive
at this, Prussian mlhta.rlsm must first be destroyed.” The whole
question appears to me fo devolve on the one point, Is the capitalist
able to dispose of his surplus products in perpetuity at a profit ¢ If he
is able, then this might be the last of' all wars. ‘I contend, however, «

vvvvvv

that it is an absolute 1mpos&nb1hty for him to -do so, and that, as a -
result of this, the present war is but the commencemenb of many much :

more terrible wars in the future, ' e

It is palpable that' the caplbahsb cannof consume these surplus
products himself, for in his attempt to do so he has already reached
a_ridiculgus helght of luxury, and he is as far off . as ever he .was.

Nothing that his brain, or the brains of 'his clever hirelings, Q;m_scheme :

.can eat away this annual surplus,- It is evident, too, that he: cannot

- give it back to the workers by continuing their wages-during the time

o ‘endless columns of stock and share quotations in the daily

papers, and comsider the armies of .those who scan these lists
“over their breakfast-tables with™ the -one view of finding some-
where an industrial concern whose slave-driven toilers will yield
~the shareholder 5, 6, 7, 8 10,.12 per cenb. on his capital.

Undisguised and shnmeless parasifism is the order, or disorder, |

of our days.. The rapacity of beasts of prey is in our social life
but thinly veiled-—thinly veiled indeed by a wash of ¢ Chrlsbla.n
sentiment and by a network of philanthropic institutions for the
lbupposed benefit of the very victimis whom we have robbed."

the workshops and factories aré clossd, for that would slmply mean .

-demoralising them. Nor can he destroy it by casting it into the sea,

for that would be to give the game away entirely, and he is much too

Llever for that, As our comrade Kropotkin has putit, the capltahst
builds Dreadnoughts and trains soldiers in. order to plough the oceans
in his endeavour to find foreign markets where he can dymp these
goods at a profit, which.profit afterwards takes the form of ‘capital,
which i is put in the newly conquered country, This only intensifies the
matber by being the means of producing’ more profits still. I submit
that it is for these reasons that wars are fought, and I think comrade

‘Grave will agree with me 'Shus*far.-

Germany is a ‘highly organised and prosperous country from the.
capitalist standpoint; and Germany is, therefors, on"Fhe same game as
-Bogland in looking out for foreign markets. Sooner or later they
bump agamsb one another, ag they have done in the present war.

_comrade Grave states bhls “must be the. end of wars,’ and that

 this.from the workers’ standpoint, I fail to see.

Is it any wonder that this principle of internecine warfare

and rapacity which rules in our midst, this valgar greed which

loads people’s bodies with iewels aund furs and their tables with
costly food, regardless oF*those: from whom these comforts are-

snatched, should eventuate ultimately in rapacity and violence
on the vast stage of the drama’of nations, aud. in red 1ett;ers of
war and conflict written across the continents ? *Ft is no good,

with a p‘lous snuffle, to say we are out to _put down w fare and.

- militarism, and all the fime to encourage in our own lives, and
in our Church .and Empire Leagues and other institutions, the
most sordid and selfish commezcxahsm—-— which itself is in essence
a warfare, only a warfare of a far meaner and more cowardly
* kind than that which is 81gnallsed by the shock of trgops or the
rage of rifles and cannon..

No, there is no other way ; and only by the general, abandon-

- ment of our present commercial and capitahsﬁ system will the

* plague of war be stayed —Edward (,afr'penter m Ohmsizmn
(ommonwealth . | | R |

&

A F1ght for a L1fe.

' The British Sectlon of theI. W W held an enthusmstzc meetmg
in London on December 19, to demand thé tnconditional release of

¢ Prussian militarism must be desbroyed " . 'What good will be done by
Supposing Prussian
‘militarism was entirely crushed, what would be the logical conclusion of-
this happening 2 England will have free play in the markets previously .
held by Germany, and for a time all would be well. A considerable
portion of the surplus products will have been blown from the cannon's
mouth—somewhere between £8,000,000 and £10,000,000 per day, I
think—which will ‘mean that sufficient wealth will be destro; yed to
enable the capitalists to commence operations, as it wers, afresh. The

workers at the factories; workshops, shipbuilding yards, etci, will all be

working overtime ; in fact, the ea,rth will present ztself as & beehive of
-industry antil—— . _

The surplus products will mount up;week i, week out, month i iy,

month out, year in, year out, until Mr, Capltahsb will ﬁnd himself in

the exact posttlon he was in before the present war. Will comrade

~ Grave kindly explain what the. capitalist wﬁl do then, and when, as he

imagines, war will be no more én account of Prussian militarism having
been erushed ¢ There is only one alternative to.war then, and it is the,
people taklng possession_themselves. .. Unless the workers are educated
on this matter, the present war will be a mere ‘concert- party (horrible '
as it is) to’ the wars of the future. Periodic wars. are necessary if

- Capitalism is to' continue-—unless, of course, earthquakes’and tornadoes

‘Joe Hill, of that organisation, for alleged murder in Salt Lake City.

Hill, w;th others, was instrumental in winning a strike against the
Uta;h Censtruction Company, and was picked out by them for revenge.,
Fellow-worker Fraser detailed how he first came in contact will Hill,
when the latter was organising the sweated workers of the ra,liway
camaps. He ran through Hill's connection with the I,W.W., showing
how he was jailed and tortured in Spokane, Fresno, San Dmgo, and
other places; and how he was hated by the master class because his

come to its aid by destroying a fabulous amount of wealth.

- We, as Anarchxsbs, cannot take part, in my opinion, in the wars of
Capitalism. There-is only one war (in which we can ﬁght with any
“chance of success, and Jbhat is the clads war—the war which is before us
constantly, the war which must not end until Capitalism has been
destroyed, and until the world belongs to the workers. This is a war
which will reqmre all our-energies, undaunted courage, brave hearts,
and nerves of iron. We, as Anarchists, must appear on the field as
recruiting officers, and when our armies are. completely mobilised we

- 'must strike a blow that will bring Capitalism to its doom, aud t;he

- songs brought into ridicule and contempt the masters, their property :

and morals, and everything connected with them.

At the .end of the meeting a good collection was made for hig
~appeal against the sentence of death passed upon -him.
out that in the I:W.W,.there were no Ieaders, and that one member
~wads as good as another. , Further, the time is coming-in this country
when similar sentences will be pa.ssed A German member made a fine
speech emphasising the need for ong big international Tnion to overthrow

mllxtarism and to abolish the wage system. Cr 8.
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banner ‘of Freedom musfs be hoisted and nailed to the mast,
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' ' PROPAGANDA NOTES.

)

OmorwELL—Our attempt to prove that Christmas could be mads

. 2 time of peace on the little bit of earth our club stands on, and a tim

~ children and others who were present how we were going to hold our
banner aloft, and keep our prmclples intact, even if all the so-called

U

of

Bolton, in a short speech, pomted out to the fathers and mothers of the

leaders thoughb that it was a just war, xBecause as he pointed out,

goodwill to all who came to the Christmas-tree, was a pronounced _
success, The children all received fruit and foys; and comrade Harry

after all it is'not they who believe in war who'do the fighting, but the'
workers ; and until the workershave the strength and courage to resist.

these leaders and war- mongers then the dirty work would still be theirs
to do.
~ Bert Plattin, of Bristol, bemg in a consplcuous pl,ace and the Christmas-

Coast, we suffers from the war, the- plts being lald oﬁ wheneveaL

~ forcing . b{ starvation those who would not otherwise enlist. Glorious

Freedom

" INTERNATIONAL MODERN Somoor. (24 Green Street, Cambmdge

Road, E.)—It must bé understood that the School has divided into two -

- parts. The young bloods have made it their business to look after
their own affairs, and in consequence have broken away from the
Jewish Anarchist Education League; which manages—in conjunction
with some of the children—the business of the old School: The lads
“'do not wish to convey to thosé interested that. t.herei exists any enmity
with the children of the former S¢hool, but'feel it is in the best
interests of free development to, rely upon their own initiative. The

. young rebels meet at the above address on Sundays at 3.30, Tuesda.ys
8 305 Thursda.ys 8.30. ——JIMMY

"‘\“—.......—-\

THE Monmm SoHooL.—We are requested to draw. atbanmon to' the
fa.ct that only part of 'the ‘School has shifted its 'quarters, the largrr

The premises were tastefully decorated, the banner sent by -
. tree stood in the cenbra of the large room, while dancmg and singing. =
went on merrily, The tree, of course, was got from Mother Earth,

. without the owner's permission ; he would never miss one tree !
Like many other colliery d1stmcte in the cold, bleak, North-Hast
. recruiting is slack. Of course, that i not compulsion, only it is

Merrie England ! but not for he who is a wage- slave —W. L. |

section remaining at 145 Whltechapel Road, B. Those who may desira

‘to_become acquamted with us, please correspond with the Secretary o

_the Modern School care of the ¢ Workers Frlend »? 163 J ubllee Street; |

London, E. -

- RESULT OF. PRIZE -DRAW, g
« 11" prizo 177E, -;;d prize 1707, 5rd prize 2841.
prizes—2867; 1231,

. 1728, 868, ‘7106

2651, 2627,

Holders ‘of winning tmkets should

' forward them to this office as soon as possible.

00138&»&510;
2617, 865, 2273, 1378 305, 2967, 1444, 2384, -

- DUTY OF CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE By H.
- ANARCHISM AND MALTHTUS.

- The profit from the Social and Dance on November 21 was

£10 18s. 6d, The profit from the Book Draw will be about £11 I0s,
These sums will be equa.ily d1v1ded between FREEDOM and VOIGE oF
LABOUR, - : :

1

MONTHLY AGKNOWLEDGMENTS

~ (December. 9—January 7,)

- W. G Orr 10s, Share.of Social (Glasgow Group) 2s 6d.

Frerpom . Subscriptions.—W. D. Selkirk 2s, W. Matling 1s 6d, C.'H. G, 1s 64,
E. Gurney 94, T. Jones 1s 6d, W. Y. C. 2s 64, W. T. 8. 1s 6(1 J. Dick 1s 6(1

- FREEDDM Gudmntee Fund,—S. "Corio 1s, C. Cade. 5s 6d L. Wlthmgton £1,

8. Spinadel 1s 6d, B. Slater 1s 6d, I. Blume 1s 6d, M Witkowitz 1s 64,

© 8. Peck 1s 6d, H. Hurwitz 1s 6d, H. Williams 1s 6d, C. Cade 1s 64, S. Serg1
“1s 6d, 'G. D L 1s 8d, G.. onkoﬁewle 6d, A. C. Z. 2s, M. N. 2¢, A. Baron2s,
B. pregler 28, J. A. 0. 1s6d, Wr H. O. 9d M, Crocket 1s8d, “W. Barr 1s 6d,
-J. Goulden 1s6d, J. Osis 28,

A NEW YEAR SOCIAL AND DANCE

LNV,

v

WILL BE HELD AT

EP&PRESS HALL 128 CAMBRIDGE ROAD MILE END E.,
On SATURDAY JANUARY 16 (7 p-m. till 3 a.m) '
Txckets 9d., to be obtamed from FreEpom OFFICE, 127 Ossulston &treet

“FREEDOM » MAY BE OBTAINED of

London,-——HENDERSONS, 66 Oharmg Cross Road, W.C. (Whoiesale)
. NarionaL LABour PRrEss, St. Bride's House, Salisbury Square, Fleet
2 : “Street, E,C. (Wholesale), .

i W. REEVES, 83 Gharmg Cross Road, W. .

B RUDEBMAN, 71 Hanbury Street, Sp:talﬁeld,s,
J. J. JAQuUEs, 191 Old Street, Clt Road, H. c.
QUIOKFALLS, 238 York Road, and 61 Htgh Street, Battersee, S, W.
- Isensurg, Cleveland Street, w. '
F. Benpy, 270 York Road, Bmdge Bnd, Wandsworth S. W.

. SrEvENs, 56 High Street, Ishngton
Gorus, 10 Osborne Street, Wh1techapel [
SUGARMAN, 3294 Mile End Road, E. &

J. v¥ares, 114 High Road, Willesden Green, N. W

- H., Ezuior, 329 Lxlhe Roed HFualham, S. W,

 J. WINTERS, 196 Churech Road Willesden, N,'W.

' J. Fueer, 109 Upper Street, Islmgtou, N.

1913, all in good condltlon for binding.

USEFUL WORK v. USELESS TOIL. By Ww. MoRRis.

-ANARCHY. By. ANDRE GIRARD:

V]THE GREAT FRENCH -REVOLUTION

Modern Science and. Anarch1sm.‘
By PerEr KROPOTKIN. '

"112 pages ; Pa.per Oovers, 6d. net ; also in"Art Cambric, 1s. 6d., net. _
Postage, paper 1 1d., cloth 3d. »

¢ Ag a survey of modern science in relation to-society...i.r. this book would
be hard to beat......... The glossary of about 16 crowded pages is alone worth the
price of the volume.’’—Maoriland Worker. ,

Back Numbers of Freedom.”

" We can supply a-few complete sets of FREEDOM from’ 1906 ta
Prices:— y ce

1911 to 1913 - ‘15, 6d. per year; two years for 2s. 6d. -
1906, to- 1910 %8, »y five years for 8s. 6d.

Prwes include postage in the United Kmadom.
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1d.
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