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Keeping Them Down.

Workers in the engineering trades, who at one time were termed
tho aristocrats of the Trade Union movement, have suffered grievous
setbacks since the War, and ave now one of the worst-paid sections
of skilled workers. For two years they have been negotinting with
the employers for an increase of 20s. a week all round, but at their
last meeting with the national employers’ federation the latter defi-
nitely refused any increase, When the mens' Unions took steps in
different districts to get local ndvances, the employers threatened a
national lock-out. Now they say they will post notices of a lock-out
on Mareh 13 unless the men on strike at a London engineering firm

return to work in the meantime. This determined attitude of the
_éﬁipléj!;irs. takeén in conjunction with tho refusal of any inerease of
wages by the railway managers and mineowners, ghows thut there is
an understanding amongst employers on this question. Having
%} ‘workers down to & bare subsistence in order to safeguard
‘their , they are prepared to use the weapon of staryation if
they dare to demand more, This threat of a Tock-out of engincers is
-apparently to be regarded as a warning to the miners also. The

i of the Conymission is to be published early this month,
in the press it may be assumed that the Com-
end an extension of the subsidy on o different

crease of wages. The miners will have to continue
3 nt starvation wege. A strike for better con-
. estion. The General Couneil of the Trades
s says very clearly that the Trade Union movement
firmly and unitedly against any attempt further to
n ~of life in the coalfields,” and Mr. Cook, the
ow asks for a united front ‘“to profect their
" 8o it looks as though May Day will be as
spite of all the fiery speeches on both
d other workers must fight for
, which spells slayery, and to achieve
f land monopoly.

ill agree to reorganise the industry to
3ub we are certain they will not

applieations from agricultural labourers, on the ground that [armers
must not lose their lnbourers. The farmers think they are still in
the good old days when, as Carlyls tells us, Gurth the swineherd
woroe n brass collur ns the slsve of Cedrie the Saxon. Liloyd George
thinks that the labourers will be pleased to get small holdings and
vote Liberal in return; his landlord friends of **high standing " will
be well paid for their land; and landlordism geb a new lease of life
with the support of the new swall-holders. It is an astute move,
but there is a possibility that the workers who have been cheated of
their natural right to the soil may take the attack on land monopoly
more seriously and foree it to a logical conclusion.

That *‘Locarno Spirit.”

We should think that few idealists have any illusions left about
the League of Nations after the recent intrigues regarding Germany's
admission to & permanent seat on the Council. At TLiocarno, where
Austen Chamberlain and Arigtide Briand swore eternal friendship on
behalf of Britain and France, it was agreed that Germany should be
admitted to the League this month. Germany sent in her applica-
tion in due course. As soon as it had been sent—but not before—
Trance nsked that Poland should be admitted at the same time, with
the obvious object of counteracting any influence that Germany
might have. Not only that, but Spain and other Latin countries
were incited to make application, so as to strengthen the French
group. Of course, the fat was in the firs here ab once, English
papers and Members of Parliament in all parties denounced this as
being the old *“balance of power™ over again. How wicked of
Trance, how impudent of Poland! They invoked *the spirit of
Tiocarno,! and denounced Austen Chamberlain because he was
supposed to have promised Briand that he would support Poland's
application. It would shatter British influence in the League, they
said, and maoke the United States and Russia more hostile to it
than ever. For the past fortnight the diplomats haye been hard at
work trying to reconcile the conflicting interests. Here we see how
liftle things have changed, and what humbug the advocates of the
League have talked since Versailles. We regard the League as one
of the most reactionary bodies in existence, clothing its real purpose
in & cloak of humanitarianism. It is a capitalist and an anti-
revolutionary organisation, and represents Goyernments only and
not the working people. No good for the workers can ever come out
of it, and it was never intended that it should.

“Dpy” Humour,

Recent news from the United States makes us wish that Mark
Twain were alive to-day, as only he could do full justice to it. Vera
‘Countess Catheart was refused permission to land, on the ground
that she had been guilty of a erime involving *“ moral turpitude "—
‘to wit, adultery. Now everyone knows how moral New York is
to-day, and it was certainly asking for trouble for an adultress to go
‘there—and admit the erime, She should have known that the main
ustry of Hollywood is protected by the Tariff. In Los Angeles—
vity of angels—they arrested the whole of a theatrical cast for
ng an obscenc play which had been played for many weeks

ork. Something lingering, with boiling oil, for them. To
e humour a French press-cutting agency sent us several
that Anthony Bimba, editor of a Communist
was to be tried at Brockton, Massachusetts,

in pub at he did not believe in God, which
old Blue Law—and the dollar. Wu
the prosecation, but we were surprised
calling his paper “ Freedom,” which, as
is a “ bourgeois idea.” With the police
we are not astonished to read
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The f{aoct
nimber of thi g 1 A
nrsarted their belief in homan surm
ns something of o surpy
who have exprossed 2 vover, and—with o
all who up to the present have written on the sibject of an after-life
in tho Weekly Dispateh, havo beon extremely vague as to the manner
ol survival: of the clerieal contributors oven, only one hns mwode
bold enough to take his stand on the ereod which ho repests ut lonst
every Sunday, and say * I beliove in the resurroction of the body,”
and the rest have left us with little more than n philosophical
conception of some future state of existonce,

Now Father Knox says that ** a resurrection of tha body some
day seems necessury in ovder to explsin why the body was ever
thers ‘at alll” If he is logical, then he must believe that all the
plaguo rats, the mosquitoes, and the vermin which we endeavour to
‘exterminate here must have bodily resurrection because they have
‘had corporeal existence on earth !
~ Futher Knox is a good-looking and, to all outward sppearances,
an able-bodied man. Would he bo so ready to believe in the
resurrection of tha bady if he had been deformed, hideous, or had
spent his life on a sick-bed?

* One can only think that the fact that the iden of Tmmortality is
0 widesprend arises from the inability of many people to conceive of
life as finite. It is true that many, on the other hand, will suy they
nnable to bold any conception of Eternity, but, exprossed in

0 ogy, the majority will certainly admit it is easier to
that which has neither beginning nor end—than u
¢ ands " of which are really and truly to mark
chether in space or on n plane surface. It is
paradox that our minds, which are usually
o," should be capable of conceiving the

1Ne oRd |||!.--n

belisver "—of whatever creed—will sny
that man possesses u spirit, and it
TInfinite, the Immortal. But is it
since Mind is the highest human atbri-
soientific knowledge, this conception of
md not “ of the spirit"?

in general only has this concep-
d of it or has read of it. And what

: berton thinks had no such
ing to-day,

7; and s
you will get it, and if

d in lmorindity

no f i fu Tressoem in A 3 (I alinyy

boenu that doetrls Wik ovorvwhere thigeht?

Suppose it had boon powsible to lnava woime € [ ue on a desar
feland as infants, quite untaught, without y oarly inslruotion ms Lo
the exigtenco of a God or anything else, that we ramnnine u a'~-||:}rtl Loly
isolnted Irom the rest of mookiod, and that some of us grow to
muturity. What would wo have seen wround us?  Perhaps some of
our pumber doad, cortainly somo animals alain by others: thera

would have been clonr evidence of tho survival of the fittest, Is it
likely that we would, under those eircumstances, build up in our
imngination (and strengthen that imngination into a belief) & pleturs
of those dead Dbeings having some intangible possession, called n
“rgoul’ or *“apirit," which was endowed with & consclousnesh as
vonl ni those beings oxhibited in their earthly life? The inferenco
that we should is no more & certuinty than it would have been if
made in the days when mpn fivst mude his appearance upon earth
and it must slways be remembered that though we have early
evidence of man's beliel in immortality, such records may be late in
the history of Mankind : we do not know how many Ages may have
clapsed before man first conceived the idea of & life after death.

Agnin, how far is belief in Immortality due to the will to
belisve? For what i the mosb certain thing about all human nature ?
Tt is the will to live, that tennsity of life which is seen thronghout
the animal us well as the human kingdom. Now, if man were so
profoundly, so inherently certain of & future life, why should he
munifest such a dominating desire for self-preservation in his enrthly
life? Desiring life for ourselves, we desire it for others, especially
thore whom we love, and so we subseribe to n hypothetical belief in
a life fo come. This will explain why those at the point of death
are go often heard to call by nume those whom they hope—or some-
timos fear—to gae, the desire or the fear being sufficiently strong in
some cases fo cause nctunl belief in the appearance of soweone
departed,

But even this desire that life shall follow death is at bottom
irrational, for few of us, if we will be wholly honest with ourselves,
will suy that life is ayvorth while, That is to say, it may be worth
while for a yast number of people, but what if even a few sufferers
remain? Unless the idea of Eternal Ixistence appeals to all, its
yalue is only partial.

If you promise eternal life to a sufferer, what certainty can you
give him that it will be an existence better than his present one?
And even if you have some unprovable but unshakable conviction
that better it will be, is that going to make up to the sufferer for his
pain or SOXrOW here? Time may be a healer, but it is neyer an
affacer, and few of us can wish for survival of memory, if it is only
the memory of suffering of which we haye heard but never experienced
ourselves.

Now, if we are to accept the claims of Hpiritualism, we must
‘accept the fact that memory does survive death, for nearly every
séance gives “evidence' of this, Buf as the conversations of
« gpirits ” show that memory is retained, why do we not remember
our state of existence before birth? The Spiritualists in England
(I am not speaking of those in France, who in general hold the
doctrine of rebirth) deny the theory of reincarnation, even, in many
cases, of pre-existence, and yet state their belief in Immortality! Is

sonab suppose that there is a *“ beginning” to an eternal

its and Reincarnationists tell us they can recall past
s of iteelf proves nothing, of course. The instances—
neerity, one does not doubt—of recollection of previous
explained by inherited memory just as well as they
reincarnation, and with rather more foundation

‘reveal a future state, can
nothing more. Some of
have laid down for their
which is wholly a mental
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consciousness, for tha contir

ity ol
igod form, miay or may not be true. Sclontifie eviden \
shown that matter is indestructible, and that in the
force which seoms indetorminable; 5o thal il s dis
covery vither proves this theory wrong or modifies it wo must
aocept the induction that Life itsell is continuous,
But this is quite evidently a very difforent thing from saying
T believe in the resurrection of the body," or evon in “ the life of
the world to come.” Leaving out the first article of faith, which
though it is repeated by thousands is accepted by few, what evidence
have we for the second? Has any one person over retwned from
the grave to tell us they are alive? Spiritualists will suy most
decidedly so, but their * proofs " do not bring conviction to all of us
of the reality of human suryival. 1 have heen to séances, I have
witnessed spiribualistio phenomena many times, but I haye never seon
or heard anything that is not eapable of explanation other than the
materialisation of a discarnate entity. The powers of the subconscious
‘mind, we all know now, offer an ever-widening field for investigation ;
we know too that in necromancy it is possible to *conjure up™
‘spirits, but not necessarily the veritable spirits of the departed. And
‘Mr. Maskelyne has proved to the satisfaction of all who have
witnessed his demonstrations that there ig no one piece of phenomens
claimmed to be produced through spiritualistio agencies that he cannot
produce by natural means.
, Much of the spiritualistic phenomena can, of course, be explained
by telepathy, or by the operation of the subconscious mind ; some of
it, unfortunately, by fraud or collusion ; and for the rest there
remains the possibility of a purely scientific explanation which will
discovered,

! somi [urthoy

one day be

. M, MircHELL.
(Lo be concluded.)

'. - KENYA'S SLAVE-DRIVERS.
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hers and the useless litter of our

, taxed. Natives pay most of the
European pays a uniform poll-tax
fallen through, and there is no
ve pays in direct taxation for
quarter of his total earnings.
s are so low, and alternatives
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THE STATE AS PAUL PRY.
In the mode i Stato tho lives of s cilisens nre mndo ths -II1I;|'I"
of closa ohsoryation, and eyvery yeur [re i lepislntion giveds power 1o

State wnd 1.-.l||||r|]|.\| authoritios to |m!:r- thelr noses into thin most

swivate nffnirs of tha people. This 18 ghown most gtrikingly when
peo] :

anyons wishes to travel and applies for a pa In
“ An Analysis of the Amoerienn Immigration Act of 1924," by John
B. Trevor, M.A., published by the Curnegle Bodowment for Inter-
antional Peace, New York, the author gives tho now reguintions
conoerning the admission of immigrants, from which weo take the

following extraob i—

"“‘1""“ Or N VIS,

migration visi

shnll be

«Sio, 7. (1) Tiyery immigrant applying for an tm
shall muke application therefor in duplicato in such form ns
h)‘ ]'l'glihl.liullﬁ })l'l‘H(‘.l'ilJl}ll‘

() ln the applieation the immigrant shall gtate (1) the immi-
grant's full and true name; age, sex, and race; the date and place
of birth; places of residence for the five years immediately praceding
his application ; whether married or single, and the names and places
of residence of wife or husband and minor children, if any: calling
or oceupation; personal deseription (including height, complexion,
color of hair and eyes, aud marks of identification) ; ability to spenk,
rend, and write; names and addresses of parents, and if neither
parent living, then the name and address of his nearest relative in
the country from which he comes; port of entry into the United
States; final destination, if any, beyond the port of entry whether
he has o ticket through to such final destination; whether going to
join a velative or friend, and, if so, what relative or friend and his
name and complete address; the purpose for which he is going to
the United States; the length of time he intends to remain in the
United States; whether or not e intends to abide in the United
States permanently; whether ever in prison or almshouse ; whether
ho or either of his parents has ever been in an institution or hospital
for the care and treatment of the insane; (2) if he claims to be a
non-quota immigrant, the facts on which he bases guch elaim; and
(8) such additional information necessary to the proper enforcement
of the immigration laws and the nataralization laws, as may be by
regulations preseribed.”

Besides all these particulars, the political views of the would-be
immigrant are inquired into, and should he be an Anarchist ora
Communist he will never be permitted to pass the Statue of Liberty
which guards the entrance to New York Harbour. Mr. Trevor justi-
fies these inquisitorial ‘methods for new-comers, and evidently thinks
the U, S, Government should apply them to its own citizens, for he
quotes approvingly the following passage from Sidelights on Criminal
Matters," by John O. Goodwin:—

« Tyery citizen born in Germany is recorded ab the nearest
police barracks on the day of his birth. Tollowing upon police
investigation and annual reports these items of information are ulti-
mately in the possession of the detective branch—the date and place
of his birth, the names and past history of each of his parents, and
of each of his blood relations and of his relations-in-law, his educa-
tion, religious persuasion, changes of address, names of friends and
‘associates, details of hig marriage, and similar items concerning his
wife, children, and members of his household. Should he at any
time be arrested the following particulars are added to the veritable
‘mine of information concerning him already in the possession of the
police—finger-prints, anthropomerical and medical data, photo-

iphs, facts bearing upon his methods of crime, and similax data
1 is known associates. By an elaborate system of multiple-
filing, indexing, and cross-reference his whole private history is laid
bare at & moment’s notice.”
We doubt whether the registration of all these details concerning
f ts of the inhabitants of Germany has ever had the slightest
effect in the prevention of crime; but we can imagine the enormous
e officials employed year after year collecting, tabulating,
ng this eyer-growing mass of useless material. In
can see & tendency in the same direction, and if the
‘sooinl”* legislation continues at its preseut rate the “ class
the future will not be between Capital and Labour but

cials” and cials,” when the last zemnants of

edom.”
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Strengthening the State.

The State cun suy, & la Coud, ** Livery day, in cvery way,
I pgrow stronger, and stronger, und stronger.”  'The Socinlists
_and members of the Labour Party are sssuring us continually
that they ure working to abolish the slavery of the workers,
yot every duay they try to put on the Statute Book new Acts of
Parliament which will increise the power of the State over the
workers. The Health Insurance Acts, Unemployment. Aets,
‘and all tho rest of the so-called ' Soviul Jegigluotion, " have put
‘the workers under the control of State Departments which have
‘power to decide, to a great extent, what doctor he shull attend,
‘when le is fit to work, and where he shall work, Should he
 protest, he rvisks losing the benefits towards the cost of which
-compelled to contribute. State Departments docida
¢ his childeen shall attend school, und af what age
privilege of sending them out info the world
" Should ho and his fellows go on strike, o State
inquiry and issues a report on the rights
and if he decides (o ignore their
a8 an enemy of society, More und
taken from him by the State, which
1 bo spent.
avings in a shop, he must get a Govern-
es to sell beer or tobacco or patent
cle he must take out a licence
i to get a living with a taxi, he
olice that he is trustworthy and not a
ence and a County Council
ne or for permission
by an arbilrary ruling of a

restrictions do not seem of very

uppose decentralisation when tho Socialists geb into uffiee
The vast body of State officials hive
muke it very diffieult for any Government to institute relorms,
All
they want is to muintain their privileges and power, and they

HEnLn

uflicient unity to-day to
and this classcconseiousness grows in strenglh every year.

will fight as ono wman in resisting any attempls 1o toke thom
T il}'.

Those Socialists, therefore, who claim Anarchism ns thetr
ultimate goal must put their feet on the right road now, anid
sopk to undermine the Stote, instead of strengthening it
To-day it elaims power of life und denth over every individual
under its sway. We Anavehists have always, and will always,
deny this cluim, wnd we ask all who believe in liberty to take
their place with us in helping to shatler to picces any power
{hat mukes such n monstrous claim.

THE CLASSICS AND THE CLASSES.

Tnst weel brought sith it many stirring events, but perhaps
none more-important than the speech delivered by Mr. Baldwin at
the general meeting of the Classical Association, in Middle Temple
Hall, London, on January 8. The importance lies, of course, in the
thought it should provoke, and in the view it gives us of the mentality
of the Prime Minister and those he represents. Tt is a class whose
philosophy of life it behoves us to understand quite clearly, for to &
very large extent its conception of right and wrong, of the desirable
and undesirable, shapes the destinies of this country and of the
British Empire, It is almost needless to say that the speech has
met, as ye, with practically no criticism, having been greeted almost |
universally with pwans of applause. The Bar appear to bave been
delighted with it, as is only natural, for its members live by the
la:-‘_fv'-, and the ancient institutions of the Roman Fmpire, for which
My, Baldwin displayed such admiration, are the base on which our
legal system rests. In fact, no one can be admitted to the Bar until
he has qualified in Roman law. The Conseryative press, as was
inevitable, could find no words of praise sufficiently strong; and to
‘most of us it is a soothing reflection that we have in our Prime
Minister something more than a mere politician. It pleases us to
hink of him as a simple and unassuming couutry gantleman, forced
rmy arena of polities against his will, and longing always
uiet of bis country home and books. That is a healthy
little doubt that in all these respects

a sane and healthy man. There are,
ot ngles from which he may be regarded as one of the
dangerous  statesmen ever hoisted into power. Those angles

. ed.

student of Mr, Baldwin's speeches—and they are always
atient study—it must often seem amazing that he ever
and still more that he has become the head of
ab this moment the most powerful Government in
nited States tstripping us commercially;
n the law to more than &
- the lives of hundreds of
 mould selected by the ruler the
infant, whereas our Government




ef the World. wa,s a sink of |
of wealth stolen by fome

msmea into Enghah runs: ¢ nA
of Kings." He wrote charmingly of the
i3 a yirtue Militarism alwu.ys holds in the highest
Odes also reek with praise of vices for which we sent Oscar’
prison, and in his Satires he gives salacious ‘accounts in love
performances at Lucullan feasts. All that, howe
to pass, for it was part of the morality of the age, ‘moral
on the institution of slavery in its grossest and most elumsy form-—
that of taking the victim captive and bringing him in chains to
Rome, None of the ancient Romans, who discoursed so elog
on the moralities, seems ever to have questmned the righteousne
that. It was'part of the system into which they had been born and
bred, and they imbibed it as naturally as they imbibed their mother's
milk. But the one thing about which our own age thinks most
vigorously and incessantly happens to be the question of how it is to
get rid of human slavery,
It is from the Romans that we have inherited almost all that
really ‘matters in our laws, and more particularly they imposed on
us, through the Norman Conquest, their system of Land Monopoly.
Rome fell unquestionably in consequence of two great evolutionary
processes ; first, the degeneracy of those sho had the guiding of her
destinies, and, secondly, the general indignation and rebellion of the
outside world, Both these resulted from the central fact that the
wealth of the Empire had got into the hands of a tiny minority,
computed generally and roughly at 10,000 persons, and the effect of
that concentration was naturally the moral and physical degeneration
of her plutoeracy. When we burst into admiration of Ancient Rome
we should remember these great facts. We should reflect on what
followed the Full of Rome, and think not only of the Dark Ages but
also of what Rome herself became, and has continued to this very
day. TRome has never recoyered. Century after century Rome has
remained & centre of war and civil strife; of fends and assassina-
tions ; of burned-out ereeds and superstitions ; in short, a ruin of the
past. It is entirely logical that the Ttalian peopls should ho whab
they are to-day. It is not for nothing that, after a brief struggle for
liberty, under the devoted leadership of a few chosen spirits, the
Italians find themselves once more under o Dictatorship that waded
to its throne through seas of blood. And those who chant most
loudly their praises of that Dictatorship are boasting openly of their
intention to revive the glories of the Impevinl Rome of twenty-two
centuries ago, and uttering their bonsts amid the frantic cheers of
Italy's representatives in Parlinment assembled. Al this touches us
most closely, To us it 18 of the gravest significance that o large
section of our governing aristocrncy openly admires Mussolini, and
that leading Tory papers sing his praises on every opportunity.

With the worship of form and fortitude under misfortunc—
usually to be practised by the other fellow—goes the adoration of
order, to be secdured ab any cost, even though it ba by the shooting
down ol thousands for the muintenance of what is froely admitted to
be unjust. In the ethics of all ruling cnstes devotion to order invari-
ably vanks as the first of virtuer, and necessurily so, becanse its
preservation is essentinl to their power. Let us have peace, even
though it be a " Peaco of Warsaw,” is their invariable sentiment,
and it is the order kept by the Romuan BEmpire which the Conservi-
tives inyariably emphasise. In this, as in every line of his most
besutifully phrased address, Mr. Baldwin runs absolutely trus o
type, and fith exactly into the framowork of Conservative mentality,
But Conservativism is only ono

side of o worldswido pictnre. Revorse

the moedul and you behold o humanity steugeling de iperately for
BOmG nenrer appronch ko socinl justice; determined, somshow or
other, to get it and not troubl ! rently to whethor the
idol of Order sulfers gome damnge o th Hut

W, 0., 1n tha Medai 1 (Jan, 16).
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before them no pro

‘belorahand. thab Ghate faferonid , at best, o
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l’rhﬁll‘ aanustomad rats. T
hn.ve understood anr‘[ by

.-at.a.ndmg axampla of it, for it re)
carried on of recent years ami
willing to accept; pursu
solely by loye of a great cmsa IL
Vienna, but I knosw that what T have just
before me his latest work, **Der 'Vorfruhhng
Harly Sprmg of Aun.rchy) .

It is an extraordinary book; & monument
through years; a labour of exploring, dige
indexing vast masses of literature, muech of whi
sible to procure; a labour such as not one out of a thﬁ 5
the most devoted would have been wiilmg to ye.l:ﬁamn

exbracts from the wrlt.mgh o{ o selectad few. N utﬁla.us
other hand, shows you the men theamselyes; the cond i
which they did their work ; the influences of time and place ﬁmﬁ"
made them what they were; and only thus, as 1 believe, is it possible
to interpret accurntely the message of the past. Tow, for example,
can Proudhon be understood without some knowledge of the passion
for self-envichmont which came to the bourgeoisie of France with
the erowning of Louis Philippe?  How can one plumb the imperialism
underlying Karl Marx’s doctrines without some sense of the forces
then operating to bring into existence Bismarckism and the German
Iimpire? Bimilarly, here in Iugland, there can bo no adequate
comprehension of our own Labour movement without some know-
ledge of the decisive part played for centuries by our landed aristo-
ernoy in moulding the nation's thonght, and habituating it to expect .
salvation from *Those Above." To that our present, nnd most
pathetic, raliance on the State as the Great Redesmeriis clearly
traveablo

It is impossible to review in detail s work of this charncter; but
I propose to quote in full onp passage dealing with Proudhon.
Proudhon is, ng Nettlau points out, exceptionally typiocnl, for ha
played wlone hand throughout a long and bnrd carecr; flung himsell
fearlessly ngainst the nutocratio Socinlism “hit'h Was sweeping
everything before it during the twenty-five vears of his nativity, from
1840 to 1865 ; yursucd mn tly by all the State Sosinlists,
imeluding Morx | i trouble with the authari-

| ! bourgeaisie remorsslessly

State

tarinciie
' M
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nevertheless to turn out
somehow or other, he
was a remarkable ach
somal-.’hmg alse ahout. |

* Proudhon had essenhuliy the soic
the social machine, and sought, ub
d:recuon in wlnuh mrdmg tn ol 5 !
a8 have so man ﬁﬁcﬁlﬁﬁ'

AWAY from mxhtmnm and townrds mdns{ma.lism
done by orders issued autooratically from
accomplished by mutual agresment under con
freedom, To haye reached that conclusion, an
it clearly, was an immense achieverent. The
reached it yvet, and the Communists are & thousand miles

it, their one idea being to force society into the mould ﬁhey
selected as ideal. In this connection it is nob & little instructiv

read (p. 137) the following pronunciamento issued by the "Asmmﬁan:

of Bqualitarian Workers " nearly a century ago: "After tha Re
tion we want a Dictatorship, that we may put our pi pIes
practice, break up all the Aristocracies, and therel y

all the present social uncleanliness” No, there is nothmg new .

under the sun; and here we have, dug up from the past, what is still
to be heard any day by those who take the trouble to listen to

Communist speakers in our London parks. It is; of course, needless

to remark that Anarchists also wish the abolition of all aristocracies,
but we do not believe in putting in their place a new one composed
of those idealists Bakunin hated so cordially and exposed so merei-
lessly. With Proudhon we do not believe that life should be con-
ducted under the decrees of a selected few who arrogate to themselves
the right to say: “This is the law, and we are its anointed priests.”

The passage from Nettlau's book I select for translation runs as

follows :—

* Proudhon directed his attack not against persons but ngainst
institutions, wishing to drain away their sap and therewith their
strength. A fortress can be destroyed or conquered, but n third
thing cun nlso lmpl[n:u to it ; operations ean be so conducted as to
leave it to one aide of the battlefield, or in the rear, and thus
rendeor it worthless or nntenable, 'I‘h:s is the position into which
Proudhon wished to bring Property and the State. e did nab
want them to fall into the hands of o conquering dictator nor to
be overthrown by sote movement of violence which would be nt
once nttended by much sacrifice and wounld be uncertain of its
aim : but rather that it should find itsell in the position of w
Inu:ktupt compuny, of an undertaking that had gone into liquida-
tion, lost credit and prestige, and been deserted by its lust possessor,
while in its place the new and victorious society was bursting into
bloom. This new society would rest on jusiice, on the exchange
of equnl values as between independent producers and consumers,
und the regulation nf all human rvelations by free cuntmct—-lhu
so-called Mutualism."

This passage seems to me important beeause it outlines the
structure society seems certain (o nssume when onee the inequalitios
of specinl privilege have censed to exist. That such n structure
eannot arise until land and mouey monopoly—in other words,
monopoly of the means of production and distribution—hnve been
aholished, goes without saying. The pity of it is, howeyer, that oven
to-dny the Anarchist movement, ns a whole, does not understand the
engence of those monopolics. Bomo Anarchists think that peasant

is u justifinble ideal; whereas peasant proprietorship
is morely land monopoly distributed more widely, and the only true
principle is that the land should b for the equal use of every human
boing that bankers wmonopolise
whorons that, evon in Eogland, the jssuance of money is
) tho Chaneellor of the
ALol “E our finavoinl !"".,‘\'_\..
deflated

proprictorship

:"'iln'.l'ul_'." ANy belivve
Lhn
n Governmont mwonopoly,
nhsolute diet

money,
[net in
nnd Fxchoquer the
Who, during and after the

fluted the cu

Wikr, sndd infls rreney at thelr own sweetk will?
Olencly not the bankers, who are merely money and oredit merchants,
1t win the Govornments, aond they exercised the prerogntiv wrly
enjovod by kings, I'he form haw ol red 1 the subatane: AL

undar the yoke;
Imperialism, which is
the would-be rulers of
this in itself 1s,a.-;g“iganﬂaﬁct-

German Labour

contams # Memorandum to tha Gam Al
visited Georgin Inst summer, and a Lettor
Germany, from which we gathor that the Del m, |
previous Lubour Delegations to Georgia, wera conten
correct all that their Bolshevik hosts told them, : .
that the Georginn workers were never so happy as : Y,
that the economie situation is very good and that ﬂ-m .
terrorism is unknown there. The Memorandum and the Letter
contnin statoments to the contrary, which will be ignoreﬂ bym ‘
Soeinlist and Lnbour editors. We have a few copies of this
for distribution, which will be sent to any nddress on request,

No More War Movement.

Dian Simm,—There aré no subjscts of more vital intorest to-day
to the Labour and Socialist movement than those dealing with
Disarmament, World E¢onomic Organisation, Imperialism, and War
Resistance, In the No More War Movement we are concentrating
onr thought and attention upon these and kindred subjects, and we
want to place our serviees at the disposal of all those avho are
anxions, with us, to forward the csuse of peace. We therefore
invite any of your readers who are needing belp in the provision of
speakers on such subjects for public meetings or debates to write to
us, und we will do our best to assist shem,—On behall of the No
More War Movem "-I'N.':'I'I-l) yours, Luey A. OQI.

1T Dowyghty Street, W.C. 1, (ieneral Secrefary,

ong,

INTERNATIONAL ANTI-MILITARIST CONGRESS,

Interuntional  Anti-Militarist DBuresa
forms us that the Burcau is
t Congress in Vienna this

II be announced Inter.




PERSECUTION IN RUSSIA

(From the * Bulletin” of the Joint Committeo fo
of Revolutionists Imprisoned in Rus

Tae AnourrioN oF THE SorovETsky CAMps.
Last June the Bolshevik Government decided to terminal
imprisonment in the Solovetsky of *members of anti-Soviet pari
convicted of political erimes," and to transfer them to Toheka
on the mainland, This important information was pu
Soviet press at the time in the most obseure corner,
type, in the same modest manner as the official pa previous
recorded the shooting to death of Socialists and Anarchists in |
Solovetsky. Evidently the Government did not care
the news to draw attention to the fact that growing protests
libertarian elements throughout the world against the Solo
outrages had compelled it to take action. The “Anti-Soviet parties,’
however, cannot be duped by this ‘‘reform.” We know that the

Solovetsky prisons still remain, and that the inhuman torture of

“common " criminals continues there as before. As concerns the
politicals, they have been transferred from the Solovki to the ‘worsh
penitentiaries of the Ural, Siberia, and Turkestan. :

The fake reform should not mislead the friends of the political

prisoners into the belief that the fate of the Intter has been improved.
As a matter of fact, only a very small number of the Solovetsky

revolutionists have been liberated, and that conditionally only. Most

of the others have been transferred to varions prisons, while some
have been exiled to such isolated and unhealthy parts of Northern
Russia and Siberia that their lot is equivalent to slow physical and
mental destruction. Numerous letters received by us from the
prisoners and exiles amply testify to that.

On June 17 all the politicals in the Solovetsky Camp were trans-
ferred to the mainland. A number of them were immediately taken
to Tobolsk, in Western Siberia, where o special prison had been
prepared for them. The politicals there number 85 persons, among
whom are six well-known Left Socialist-Revolutionists: M. Samokh-
yalov, J. M. Yernshimovitch, 8. Panoy, A. Popov, Filatoy, and
Ivanov. This Tobelsk prison is an old Tsarist penitentiary; the
present regime is one of the most severe in Russin, and the politicals
are kept inlocked cells, :

The transfer from the Solovki was accompanied by a number of
unfortunate episodes, due to the arbitrariness and inhumanity of the
administration. The most tragic case was that of Martsinevitch, a
young woman of the Lelt 8. R. Party, Serionsly ill in the Solo-
vetsky, she had asked to be sent to Mosgow for treatment. Her
requests ignored, she resorted to two protracted hunger strikes,
which together lasted 31 days. DBut her heroie protests were of no
avail. The endless wanderings from prison to prison, during the
transfer from the Bolovetsky, proved too much for the womnn's
shattered health, She died on the way, in the city of Kem, just
eight months before the expiration of her sentence.

Similar was the fate of her friend Michael Lichtenbanm, whose
condition necessitated n mnjor operation, which wns impossible in
the Bolovki., His demands to be removed to a larger city, where
the operation could be performed, were persistently refused, with
fatal results,

New WHonEsALE Annusrs,

The information reaches us of numerous arrests of Anarchists

that have lately taken place in Potrogead and Moscow, mostly of the

* labour youth, of workers and sailovs. Over 80 of them arve already
exiled to Siberin, among them the worker HEsperantist Haidoysky
and his wife Alexeievn, at whose home the Toheka confisented some
manuseripts, tronslations, and a typewriter.
lJl.'i.'lI nent il\\'i\'\' [Hl' lllll'l' .\_'i.':\l‘t

For a similar term has also been exiled the student Golubioy,
oharged with membership in s group whose sole purpose wis self-
oducational. The student Bayanov, nn Anarchint sympathiser though
never an petive worker in the movement, received four yenrs' exile,
The Annrchists Motehenovsky and Neoy, for severnl yours alrepdy in

prison, nre now heing subjected to o regime of inoreasoed -u'\-.-ril),',

The prisoners haye

Alter two yenrs' exile in Ust-Bysolk the Avnrchist woman
Donskais has been sentenoced to * minus 30" —which involves oxile
with the prohibition to Hve in 80 of the largest cities of tha country,
A mister of Donakaln, though eutively non<pirtisan, wis arvrestod in
March nnd exiled to the Urnl disteiot Thoe Od Annrehist
KRlhinmshey hag without known renson been condemuoed to fiy yonr'

risons
1 by the

position. Generally it is out
conditions, The exiles are prac ally
depending chiefly on the contributio

their correspondence is always s
dangerous for their relativ
with them, while the exiles are punishe )
revolutionists abroad. They are constantly under watel
nre compelled to report to the local police a I

Lo yow who read these lines we appeal.  Condrib your »
aid those that suffer for the sake of their ideals. Thai very b
prison and exile is an eloguent demonsivation that the spivit of libérty,
i85 not dead in Iussia,  Holp these living martyrs. N
All funds and eommunications please address to— .
Frrrz Karer (Joint Comm.), Kopernikusstr. 25,
Berlin D"si! SHRA TSR
The Manager of Freepox will be pleased to receive and forward
donntions sent to him on behalf of the prisoners and exiles,

THE MODERN SCHOOL OF STELTON.®

We are pleased to weleome this record of the struggles of a
handful of ideslists to found & truly libertarian school in the United
States, The execution of Ferrer on October 13, 1909, was the main-
spring of the movement which gave birth to the PPrancisco Ferrer
Asgociation in New York in the following year, and the first Modern
Day Schoal was opened on the second suniversary of Ferrer's death.
Although not definitaly pledged to Anarchist prineiples, the moving
spirits of the Associntion were Aunrchists, and the School was run
on libertarian lines. 1t was o sucoess from the first, though the
equipment was poor and the building uot quite suitable for its
purpose; but many well-known f[riends gave their services froely,
and enthusinsm surmounted all obstacles. For three years the
School held its own and seemed firmly establizhed, but during the
winter of 191314 unemployed netivities at the house nitracted the
attention of the yellow press, which caused some of the timid ones

to withdraw their support, und it looked ns though the experiment
would collapae.

Lt wis thon decided, Il possible, to move the School to n (_'u]an'\;
intentionnlly orgnnised for thut purpose, and the Ferrer Colony
The Modern Sehool of Stelioy I by doseph J, Cohdn and

Alexis C, Ferm glion,  Bielton, N y Thie Moderu S hool Association
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Association was formed to get funds and m
ments. After another winter in New York the School was mo
Stelton on May 16, 1915, The ch&ptur eaded “Our Arri
Stelton " gives a good idea of the courage of the
who took over the cld farmhouse that day, adults n
thirty-two children. Gradually, howeyer, the lace was
shape, and some of the comforts and decenci

vided for all. Financinl difficulties, troubles ¢

and troubles due to the leaving of teachers who could not sﬁa.n

hard conditions—all these things brought many anxieties, which are

not absent even to-day.
At first, the education was almost entively a.qu.él""
it had good results from a conventional point of view, i

they were not what should be aited at by a libertarian. school. So

at the annual meeting of the Association in 1920 it was agreed o
revolutionise the whole procedure and abandon the preparatory work
and formal academic instruction, basing the development of the
children on manual work and creative activity; supplying information
when the child required it in its gradual development, and accordi
to the real requirement of the individual child. Woodwork, weay
printing, painting, and basket-making became the primary activities
for teachers and pupils, academics being relegated to a back seat in
the curriculum, Musie, dancing, and games were also included.
The soundness of this drastic change has been proven beyond a
shadow of & doubt in the case of the younger children, but those
associated with the School realise that the older children require
something more to prepare them to fuce the practical prablems of
life. At present, as they grow up they are withdrawn and placed
in other schools. In a capitalist world this difficulty seems almost
unavoidable, but the early training of these children in an atmosphere
of freedom is bound to have an influence on their adult life.

At any rate, the experiment has been worth while, and has
inspired others to start schools on similar lines, The members of
the Modern School Association haye provided an environment where
children can develop initiative and free expression, and in thus
helping fo create free and indapendent individuals they will find their

reward for the work they have put into the School—work which has
been a labour of love.

Everyone interested in education should read this book, which
is illustrated with photographs of the children ab work and play.

Death of a Leeds Comrade.

Cieorge Frost, of Leeds, sends us word of the death of an old
and valoed comrade, John Bardin, aged 70, Born in France, he was
aetive in the movement there for some yenrs until he came into
conflict with the police at a May Iln.\ demonstration, when ha was
arrestod and sentenced to five years' imprisonment. On his release
he went to Germany, where he said he met and worked for a time
with Malatesta, who was also in exile. After living in Ttaly for eighit
years he eame to London and later on went to Leeds, where e
married and settled down. A man of very deep symputhios, Bardin
entered into the spirit of the workers' htmgglm and was always
willing to halp in the propaganda, Iis death isa sud blow to the
Leeds group, which has lost some of it most petive comrades during
the past few years.
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