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NOTES. Ploughing the Sands at Westminster.
_— Anarchists have :s]\-\'l\:“u II'H!I‘J'-'[ aat the uselessnoss of Parli

ment a8 n means of I.I].ui:'ing ahout ANy serious soainl or sconomic

changes, bui

The Triumph of Starvation,
The rolentless pressure of starvation i steadily foreing the
miners out of their tienches, aud in spite of their overwhelming vote

against socopting the proposals of the Government for district sottle-

robels ** who go thers can usually find some juntities-

ton for thaeir presenet Goargs l‘."ulﬂhlsr:,' Is ane of thess u|.'|| gk

wo doubt whother « virri e ean 1itul h r.ul]'u-:vl'll|}‘ r-"u'.n!ml-h‘ HX R

i [ wving in the House ¢ o : ar 1 axposure of its fotilit
y ments and o national sppeal tribunal, it (s almost certain they will il el Ly g .u <_“_.” R mm”’_ﬁ “m-r m,‘ § e ’. .‘ o
in his Labour Weekly of October @, We will let himo speak for
have to go back on the mineowners' terms.  When the Government oo e .
. wak foreed in August of last year to grant a subsidy to the coal

“The Houses of Commonn is domioated and controlled by o fow
moen on either side of the House, The bulk of members are not
expected to tnke an netive and intelligent interest in the business,
*Theire not to resson why, theirs but to vots and dine,’ is all that
i expectod of them, Now and then swkward poopls arise who nik

industry in order to stave off the threatened moss attnok of the Trade
Union, they determined, in coujunction with Big Business, that if
‘guch another challenge to their power were over thrown down by
ar it would be necopted and fought to the bitter and.
was inde for o struggle, and when the General

IT necossary auch

nst May the challonge was gladly nceopted by the

by ‘the Government, who decided that,

¢ Federation must be tm.tun.
ihspumm-nf the strong

30 other one would daré to stand p

msny a day. ‘J.'hiu policy is now being carried out

i of the pooled resources of Privilege und Monopoly,

iﬂ ull t!:e gentls dames and well-fed gentlomien who constitute tho

uling class are wamhmg starvation stulking through the mining

' ig deadly havoe among the women and children, just

ineonvenient qur-ullons and say nasty things.
persons arn enlled into the inner ciroles and becoms tame and
docils with the rest. . . . . Nowadsys men on @1l sides, enpecially
the two Front Benches, nlmost invariably call sach other ‘right
honourable friends” There is not even the pretencs of enmity—it
i taken for granted we nrs working for s common objective. Thore
is nothing of tho cluss war about our relationships. . . .. Just
now it [the Houss of Commons)] hns become one of the gremtest
obstacles to working-class progress because of tho unreality and
make-believe of its procedure. Every great Parlinmentary fight.is
a ghorm, heralded by all sides as u severs and trying struggle on

behnlf of some vital principle, yet every oue who takes part knows

the precise moment it will end, and knows, too, that most who
- e el take part do not really believe anything will come from all their
1, Bl : 113 1y ﬂﬁm n‘ 1]
heir pross shouts with glea when a

However, Lansbury still believes something good can be got out of
Parliament, but first * it must be revolutionised from top to bottom.”
Whenever anything truly revolutionnry happens in Great Dritain we
feel certain this ' talking shop ™ will disappear.

turn to work because they can no longer benr
en ory for bread. Never has the sheer brutality
1 shown 5o naked and unashamed as in this
an, ,theoniywmpansnﬁwnweunﬁnﬂlsn
! -w'ill grow un irresistible determination

&hings possible.

The Continental Steel Trust.

‘The formation of the Continentsl Steel Trust, composed of the
principal steel manufacturers of Germany, France, Belgium, Luxem-
burg, and the Sarre, is the climax to a tendency in the huropean
steel industry for some years past. The agreement apportions the
- of the five countries in agreed shares, and the

ve bee invite& w]oin,bntmrtheptaaeutmnonwde In
‘ahove five countries Free Trade in this vital industry has been
lished by i stroke of the pen and Protection established without
it respective Parlinments having a voice in the matter. The
ﬂﬂ'wt oithnﬁuthiudnngertatheworkersmlhesml

] WﬁUniona. 1t l;his glg&nhsfl‘mat is

pmpodtion, its example will be followed
\ gﬂ_llﬁuleﬁ‘mtmnbetoralimourgsnulm
¢ interminable &ebqtaon]?mefi.‘n&amﬂl’mm-
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A Review of the Last Forty Years,

80, here we ara ot last; all praying to the God of Jobs
** Give me work,'" cries the soldier to the State, " und 1
whomever you/wigh,” ** Give us a chance to live by tolking, '
ghout in chorts the hirelings of the Press, the platform, and the
pulpit, ** and we will preach you any creed you like” T this
imperious necessity of getting a job even the geientist, pledged o
the destruction of illusions, is compelled to bend the kneo. As
to the multitudinous mrmy of wage-esrners, its members
soramble for whatever jobs are going, as jackals tight for offal.
In a society hased on Monopoly there is no other choice. Such
‘a society has lost all sense of individual independence, and has
even fallen to the depth of being prowd of it. " In our advanced
civilisation,” say the modern pundits, ** we are all interde-
~pendent, and our highly-subdivided industrial and  political
?mm is one of mutual aid.” As to which consult Burke's
- Poerage ' and the present figures of the uneniployed,

The Editor invites me to write on the ' Lust forty years of
ulism, Anarchism, and the Lubour Movement,” and I begin
@ conclusion that sums them up. I say that the position
‘the preceding paragraph is the position we have
at there is no denying it. 1 say that when men,
ad in the mass are compelled to sell their souls
f koaping themselves alive, you have a civilisation
o which 1 add that the Socinlist, the
abour movernent originully stood
& on the exploiter. Does anyone
‘and Trade Union movements are
s slavish system? I answer that they are but-
nt, and find to-day the exact expres-
 Webb's dictum that we must

| independence.
is regarded as reliable,

s and Syndicalism "—
of the Fabian Society, is

1 \
il Wil

st

) taby 15)
vho live by governing thoir ihject he o
i1 pport of Wil t
| , In thin it has the support of Bll the politicisn
furnlly fiuvour whatover axpand their sphare of influeno
i M ]&-.l'.-ll' af any Sovinlist, point io i ingle iniportas
| nent In which during tho lnst lorty yoirs Stala activili

I;..-\- woenn curtailed 2 Armics snd navics have becn inereased in

leulubly o and they exist 1o overawi the rebel und prove 16 him
that disobedience of thoe State's putooratio mandates 18 llu"\'"h
able with death, Bpies, deleat {yes, Bgents- provocriour, i

policemmen swarm, evary one of them moaintained ot the expenst
of the producer, for the enfarcement of the same lesson. All the
goercive apparatus by which the Jisinhetited are cowad into hill_l‘
wnission has been amplified and tightened up; and every step in
that enslaving process has been taken with the connivance and
active co-operation of a movement that pases pefore the world
pe struggling for the emancipation of the exploited masses.
Russin is the land in which this enslaving philogophy hns come
to sudden fruitage; bub’ Russia has only put boldly into practice
what the * Fabinns and the backstairs politicians
of our own Socinlist movement are working for steadily, though
they find it convenient to swenr unfaltering loyalty to Constitu-
tionalism and postpone to an indefinite future the realisation of
the few vital proposals in their paper programines,

A render of Fieenos challenges me to prove my recent state-
went that throughout Turope Socinlism has  shown itsell o
failure, Con he point to  single country in which it is to-day
an actual, or even & probably potential, power? In Russin it i8
prostrate benenth the heel of & Dictatorship whose one objech i8
fo consolidate its rule by alliances with other Governments; for
hawlks do not pick out the eyes of other hawks, and as agamst
those who seek o minimise the power of rulers all Governments
are tacitly combined, In Italy the reprasentatives of the
Socialist movement are little move than dummies in the ante-
chamber of Mussolini, himself formerly a prominent Jeader of the
party, but an exeeptiona] leader, inasmuch as he had the courage
to push its all-government theories to their logical conclusion.
In Spain Socialism is a4 mere shadow. In Switzerland, sccord-
ing to Bertoni, of Le Reveil, an excellent judge, the Swiss
yworker's power to resist was never lower than it is at present;
“and Switzerland, like the United States, is no longer sn asylum
for the gipj;;_'ggag;i__fgi; other nations. In France the Socialists are
little more than weathercocks indicating the shifting policies of a
friumphant bourgeoisie which knows it has the backing of a
peasantry impregnated with the conviction that the less it 18
governed the better. In Sweden the party threatened at one
fime fo become a Parliamentary force, for in 1911 it clected 64
Members to the Lower and 13 to the Upper House—a sudden
jump resulting probably from the General Strike of 1909—but it
cannot be claimed that Socialism is to-day a dominating in-
fluence in any I‘:'phe-s_c_a;_id_inavian countries. And Germany and
Austria? In each the Socialists have been in power since the
‘War, and when I sean the statistics of the unemployed, and note
h of Big Business over the prostrate corpses of the small
lists and traders, I can only conciude that Socialist
L tended toward the emancipation of the

g were a true test of strength, the move-

*gafety first "

aﬁﬂs 'S'Q'Clﬂ-h experi-

actual force, for in Germany 1o less
cast for the Social-Democratic Party

If a century at least it has
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wore arrestod in the raids sob on foob by A Mifchs
was then Attornay-General, nud the ' Haport upon
Practives of the United Stites Department of Justico,
by twalve distinguished lawyers in May, 1920, had this ! ’
about it:—'* Wholesale nrrests both of aliens und citizens has
boen made withoub warrant or any process of law, men und
women have been jailed and held incomunicudo withoul
of friends or counsel: homes have been eonfered without search
wirrant and property seized and removed; othor property hins
bean wantouly destroyed; working men and working women
suspected of radical views have been shumefully abused and mis.
treated.”” If thers be any truth in the ndage that ** though the
m-‘llsol the gods grind slowly they grind exceeding small,’" tho
United States has stormy times shead of it, and probahly
nowhere will the class struggle be fought out with such ferooity.
As for Englund, we have had recently a General Strike,
which came to an abrupt conclusion, and no informed person
supposes for o minute that either the Socialist or Trade Union
leaders were in favour of it. At this writing the coal struggle is
: in its twenty-third weck, but it is no calumny to say that such
: | b i receiving from the Soocialists is due to their
standing well with the Unions, on whom they are
. both votes and funds. Nevertheless, tho influence
eialism on our political life during recent years hus been
" enormous. for it has dene all it could do to develop the State
ternal philanthropist of the medieval type. Paternalism,
s merely an astute method of keeping the masses in
pists are usually persons 'vho huild
made the poor with whom to fill
: essity, and bocause it fears
st may take the bit
mous damage, our ruling class
hi Tl ¢ into an immense philanthropic insti-
\tion which graciously insures the worker against all sorts of
2 N » he ducer of the revenue the State

W0 nsS

for them; but that

ed from the master shove to bhe doponds
W nil for the former of thy LW clhodas ns bhok
tive, less provoentive ol disorder, and N avery Wiy
il concorned 3 bt al will retnin an cmpby drenm until
 ghaling Monopoly ot of the swddle nnd ridding

af the parasites now hlpeding them to denth, secure
hull never get

thoe +PIVIOR
cquality of apportunity for all, That equulity we
frot the State. for the State is 0 despot and the Arch-Monapolist
whom oll the smnoller pnvate monopolints
cluster for protoction [t was ot wllind in cooreion, and bogolten
h} a military barbarism which Knew no erood bul violence [ta
migery into which it

of Power, wsround

gun is unquestionably setting, hecanss the
ig plunging us is becoming unbenrable : But it is not going to ba
laid gquietly to rest. 1t will fight ta its lasl broeath, and our part
is to shorten its death-ngony instead of prolonging it, aa those
who still think only in terms of wage-slavory are doing.

In my view, the last forly yenrs have witnessed little mora
than tho development of n great body of diseontent, and my
hope is that within less than anofher forty yenrs we shall reap o
substantinl harvest: from thal sowing, But for that we mugt
abandon the all too papular nmusement of chasing shadows:.  We
minst get our heads out of the clouds and eantré onr altention on
{he foefs bLenenth our foet, recognising that the present con-
fugion is our intalleetunl opportunity, and that a emall, clear-
thinking minorify can revolufionise an epoch. This the Socinlists
will never do, for they are gimply trying to adapt themselves to
a gystem based on Monopoly. We, on the ofher hand, are trying
to destroy it. Wat. 0. Owex.

A Short History of the Brilish Workers.“‘

My. Postgate has crammed a great deal into this littlo book of
113 pages, syhich should whet the appetite of its readers and lead
them to further study. He takes us from 1760 down to the Genéral
Strika of May last, consequently in the space at his digposal there ia
nob much room for detail; but he has covered the ground very well,
and a worker who has never studied the history of the Labour Move-
ment will find it & good introduction. The Owenite movement, the
Chartist movement, and the growth of the Nesv Unionism since the
great Dock Strike in 1889 are all passed in rapid review.

In dealing with the enclosures of the commonswhich took place
chiefly in the fifty years between 1770 and 1820, he attributes them
almost entirely to the fact that the aristocracy were nearly bankrupt
‘owing to their extravagant living, and had to find new sources of
income, We think, however, that most of these enclosures were
made with the deliberate intention of forcing the landless labourers
into the factories which were then beginning to spring up like mush-
‘rooms owing to the invention of machinery. The callous exploitation
of the workers, including very young children, in those days, and

~ the brutality with which the authorities tried to crush the young

movement, are only just touched upon; but we hope
 the Tabour Colleges for whom this book was written
istory of those terrible times and learn how savage
of England can be in their lust for riches. Then,

parhn:gs, will re&hﬁe how foolish it is for the workers to expect

oomside

ook is printed we would advise
hy ¢8Six Centuries of Work and
gers, who contends that for two
y the law and carried
tered into, to cheat
him to the soil, to deprive
le poverty.” Except

orker to the factory, the same
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Co-operating with Capitalism.

In the early days of the Socialist moyement the propaganda
was devoted entirely to advoeating the abolition of Landlordism and
Capitalism, the source of the poverty and degradation of the workers.
In those days Socialist speakers told their audiences that all our
institutions—Parliament, the Church, the Taw, and local ndminis-
ve hodies—were capitalist institutions, regulated by laws passed
7 o Parliament dominated by the exploiting class; and that when
the Socinl Revolution took place all these institutions would have to
b ro %, and free institutions, worked out by a free people, put
place. If it was ever suggested that men should be sent fo
t it was solely with the iden of using the House of Commons
from which to reach a larger audience, And those
propagandists always emphasised that the basis of
mﬁst.bn_equgti:y.- Their speeches differed very little
century has passed since these basic principles of
n were first preached in this country, but to-day
d in polite Socialist and Labour circles.

ve—such are the terms used by those

: these early tenchings, and
who h ut as statesmen or leaders,
and Labour movement has become eminently
are full of ex-Cabinet Ministers, Privy Coun-
t, Justices of the Peace, County Coun-

rs, Gut ‘of the Poor, and the small

. Besides thees there are hundreds and

. 1 scheming to
governing machi

1go that Labour was unfit

up from the Labour move-

b of 1924 was supposed to have

: - F - = - 4 £ < o
53 15.7d, B. W. Evans bs, C. Blandy 9. 6d,, G. P. 2. 64, A. B.

M () i 110
1 n nlwavs be sur of findi the lotters J. 1P
8 ||'-l.'i||'.| nn in Laanon hiro out of sixteet diabric
ven ared P \\ln'.;I']n“w-|||l-|.=‘i:--'|l$:| bonch, nre thoy worki
for the overthirow of r.'.1||:-.1i:--‘. |‘:\.1-|-'-'.‘..\t|-u|| » Ware they mnde J. P
for thut Prrpos d
fn 1905 Sir Heory Campbell-Bannermin made John  Burs

President of the Loenl Governmant Bonrd, with n seat in the G thinet

By this means he not only bouglht

and o salary of £ 000 n vy

over n mnn whose [ntlus neo with the workers might ba dangeraus o
but ho also inspired hopes of
' in the Labour movement, hopes
which in & numer of eases have gince heon ronliged, No doubt some
simple Labour men think thoy may b able to help thoe workers by
taking office in capitalist in--'.]lut':u!;-\, but they only help to disguise
the ronl olass character of them. Their l-i|1|!1l.1)‘l'|'-" are (quite ".“'“I"-"l‘
ahout the busginess, * We clip their oars and dock their tails nnd
tell them they ave terriers.”

There are many other wiys in which au
saduced into co:opernting with Capitalism.
the International Labour Office, the Industrial We
other reform orgunisations of a similar charncter have as members
many Luabour men and women, who work on committees, and often
dine, with exploiters of labour, and become impregnated with the
capitalisy point of view: The Industrinl Christian Fellowship has
gomo tame Labour leaders on its books: they talk nbont Christian
othics /and helping the # poor poor,” but it is bad form to tulk about
abolishing the system which makes the poor poor,

We could give many more instances of this co-operation hetween
Labour and exploiters of labour, if necessary. But, summed up, it
all comes to this, thut the revolutionnry gpirit which inspired the
Socinlist and Labour movement in its early days has noyw been
digplaced by & spirit of compromise and co-operation with Capitalism,
The movement has now become & political power and a vast business
organisation, but in proportion as it has grown in politicnl strength
it hns weakened in revolutionary strength. In the course of time
the Labour Party will again form a Government, but by then it will
have so adapted itself to its new environment that its original aim of
aholighing the exploitation of man by man will have been forgotten
in the enjoyment of the sweets of office.

This evolution could haye been foreseen by anyone who studied
the history of political parties. Freepox from its first number
pointed out the inevitable result of Parlinmentary action, bub its
Joice was drowned by the cheers of hollow electoral victories. Will
experience teach the workers even now, or will they repeat the old
fatal mistakes from generation to generation, world without end ?

the powers that be, similar favours in

the breasts of othor ** earooarisis

hitions Labour men are
The League of Nations,
Ifare Lengue, and

« FREEDOM’S ” BIRTHDAY FUND.

The response to our appeal for £100 has not been guite as good
as we had hoped, for our financial position is really very bad, if not
‘dangerous; but we are optimistic enough to think that when our
readers have seen the splendid tributes in this issue to FREEDOM'S
work for Anarchism in the past forty years, they will send us the
~means of carrying on that work. ~ Wherever possible comrades should
make collections among friends and sympathisers, who may be able
to contribute sums which they think too small to send separately.
The following donations have been received to date (October 5):
ssom 48, 4d., Theo. L. Miles and Sam Cohien (San Francisco)

s., B, Richmond £1, L. Newman 10s., S. Llewellyn 2s. 6d.,
1, A. D. Moore 10s., H. G. Russell 5s., Bmma Goldman £1,
. H. K. 10s., L. G. Wolfe £1, R. Gundersen 13s. 4d.

Youth International.

founded at Soest, Holland, last
‘ ions, groups, and all who can
s of the International to send their
ation of a press service
or political prisoners
rganisation of inter-
- affiliated are the
the Union of War
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“Freedom's” Fortieth Birthday.

So Frerpos's fortioth birthday has come
since 1856, wearisome und tediots in g0 many other respeocts
almost into & short spell of real and full happiness when I concen-
trate my thought on dear old FresvnoM.
the friecndly co-operation of excollent comrades, many of whom are
gone, some still with us, produced for the reader a few moments of
mental and sentimental life in the free Anarchist world of our hopes,
dreams, and certain expectations, an infinitely pleasant sensation
which few other factors can produce. Fruipoxm was always kind
and gentle, faithful and hopeful, fair and reasoning, tasteful and
well-proportioned. It excels by such qualitics above ever 50 many
Anarchist periodical and other publications which, however well-
intentioned, are mostly less harmonious and less productive of the
intellectusl and sentimental comfort described. They possess other
qualities, the personal note of interesting men, the clated feelings of
Bﬁﬂ:ng times, or they are the mouthpiece of vigorous organisations

that is inseparable from organised life, predominating creeds,
aritable criticism of dissenters, and personal matters. All this
te n stronger impression for the moment, but it pnsses away,
sh the historian may look it up in later years, very fow others
o revive these neryous memories of struggles and hard blows
But to Frezvom one turns back with pleasure,
al times run over large parts of its early issues and always
‘best of the past restored to me for a momwent, and the fine
i a.dmg every page kept its freshness. The right
said now, becauso the basis of all was
rness in reasoning, and gentleness in

and the lorty YOATH

IMerge

Nearly menth by month

&siy theaa rare. qunhtins keep the paper as small as when
& oor as it was in 1886, if not more so.
: b greater nympa.thy and soli-
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Lppens w ith tho Btate

sollupse and vani twopen
g to the Btate
% movement numerioally v movemants

It understoad go

slrong, ns
are. but intellpotually and mi nwally on
little he
that in running swiy from it stupid people madly orente and foment

jw to give any benefit, satisfaction, nnd comfort to i ankind
Fasoist movements, the lowest depth of humny degradation repche d
up Wl now,

I hiope, then, that Capitalism, State Soc sinlism, Bolahevism, and
Fuscism, hideous outgrowths of the promisouity of monopoly,
puthority, fanaticism, and ignorance; will reach their acme and
decling and fall together, They cannot live se paratoly; they mutu-
ally produce ench other. W hun they nre gone there will be room for
free co-operation and mutual goodwill, freedom and happiness for
all: then it will be seen that lhv Anarchist effort was not made in
vain, snd that the future belongs to its gradual realisution. I say
s gradunl,” beenuse after all these ages of ignorance and hrutnhty
n general realisation can only be expected at the end, not at the
beginning, of a progressive period. Still, then the current will be
with freedom, and improvement may be rapid.

When Fregnos began it could not be foresesn what an enormous
quantity of Socialist development would be crowded into those forty
yonrs, Neither the great expansion of superficial Socinlist parties,
nop their internal corruption and virtunl impotence, were then con-
sidered near at hand; but the volce of Frrupom warned from the
beginning, and its previsions were ver ified to o larger and more detri-
mental extent than anyone eould have expected in the '80s.  Also,
the growth of domincering tendencies, intolerance, and dictatorship
was foretold ;3 but no human brain could have anticipated the horrors
of Russian I'mmmﬂu.l cruelby as practised by the profiteers of n
cantury’s manifold revolutionary action, the Bolshevists, who by
military force reaped all the benefits of the Russian Revolution for
themsalves, just as Bonaparte was the profiteer of the Fremch Revo-
lution, mouopohamg dictatorships in both instances. Again, whilst
always exposing the Parliamentary illusions of Btate Socialists,
Frerpoy could not foresee to what depths Socialist officialism and
governmentalism would sink in many countries during these forty
BaYS,

t Anarchism in Enghmd—nnknown in the "70s, when all the links
connecting some men in earlier years with the ideas of Josiah
Warren, the American Individualist Anarchist, had been broken—
rose from three main sources in the first half of the '80s. The first
Socialist propagandists—bhe men of the open-air meebings, the leaflet
propaganda, and the lectures all over ““ Red London " (the Radical
clubs, ete.)—came in confact in the International Club, at the
Revolutionary Congress of July, 1881, and elsewhere, with some
early Socialists, Chartists, and O'Brienites, still sturdy men then;
with French refugees of the Commune, German refugees, the com-
rades of Moﬂt and Neve, of the Freiheit, and with Malatesta and
other Italians. Whilst most of them remained Social Democrats or
Revolut:onary Socialists, n few looked further ahead and arrived at
Anarchism by the natural process of logical thinking. Wishing to
obtain the complete realisation of Socialism, they saw the ineyitability
of the Social Revolution, the need for solidarity and federation, the
sbruggla against Authority in all its forms, and the fallacy of Parlia-
mebhods and State Socialism, and they became virtual
anamhmt wh:ather they ‘used this word or not. Joseph Lane
in his *“Anti-Statist, Collectivist, and Revolu-
the first English Anarchist pamphlet.

ted some of the provincial comrades, the most active
ose years was Fred Charles, then in Norwich. The

; no doubt less elaborated theoretically than
al Anarchists of the Révolté grdup, but they
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wany readers see moro clearly, eliminating the God
sions which sarly surroundings and edueation ereats
But the other American litersture was all [ndividuali
spirit The Anarchuat, started in 1585, was mai
sditor, Henry Seymour, also addressed himself b
wrote & fine introductory letter for an early isaue,
The third impulse came from thoughtinl readers of the fdvol
who sccepted eompletely Peter Kropotkin's Anarohist. Communist
ideas as elaborated in that paper mainly sinco 1880, Mrs. Charlotte
M. Wilson was one of these, and the firat careful expositions of
Communist Anarchism can be found in a few early numbers of
Justice, the organ of tha Soeial-Demoaratio Federation, sud even in
ono of the earliest Fabinn Traocts (No. 4). The declaration of the
Anarchists on trial st Lyons—many French comrades und Poter
Kropotkin—in January, 1883, was issued ne a leaflet by the intér-
national groups. This trial attracted general attontion, ns Kropotkin
was well known then in England for his personal qualities and his
scientific work, and also for his agitation for Russinn freedom by
‘many lectures (1881-832) and in the Newcastie Chroniole and the
‘monthly reviews. This led to many inquiries about Anarchism, and
Blisés Reclus wrote * Anarchism by an Anarchist" for tha Contem
porary Review (1885), the first of these fine magazine articles, of
~which Kropotkin wrote so many for the Nineteenth Contury.
~ When Kropotkin settled in England in the early months of
Jﬁsﬁ‘n‘ﬁgr three years of French prison, Mrs, C. M. Wilson and other
m ‘Communist Anarchists began to work with him, and the
which in the sutumn of that year founded Frrrnoy
known as the Freedom Group, At first Henry
hem the use of the Anarchist as their propagandist
offer was accepted and operated for a faw months,
a ‘existed, and this induced the group to

written, thoueh L

ngue—Ifounded December, 1884—still
idward Garpenter, and many members
d beautiful Socialism which these
‘expound amidst every-day ugly life.
sts, of whom Frank Kitz was
Joseph Lane and Sam Main-
L % Ballors Baz, and

- without the rank
increasin difficultics of world-wide dimensions, the position of
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disping MG sen ity Deing o poss

i ool dafinitaly 'II:Ill.' wedd  Communist Annrel thoorios 'k
contrated thoir energies on theoretical yu.-{_-..__un-l.., whilst the
vevalutiontsta of the Loaguo andeavoured before all to reach th
™ ]-!- piid to promoto popular action 11 both aofforts had bee

co-ordinnted, n muoh stronger movamaent would have been ereated
A% it was, both ssolions Kepb aloof, and did so evan wfter 1590

when the Leagus

William Morr

had become quite Annrehist, with the exeoption of
and his comrades nt Hummersmith ;. and groups like
of the Lengue
1894,

I gronp now raplaoed the branches
After the cessation of Commionweal in the snmmir of
follawed hl\' sovernl months' :utl-lill}llinl: of FrErRDOM “';“'t_" in 1895
the remnant of the Commonwenl Group joined the Freedom Group,
and Frrepos, restarted in May, 1805, beeame and his remnined the
principal English Anarchist organ. These facts explain, poerhaps,
why the paper always lacked a strong popular basis, Such n basis
wis not looked for in the beginning, whon clenr theoretical propi-
gandn was the first aim; and in later years, since 1895, it was too
lnte—the revolutionnry eléments of the League were dispersed and
the people beenme the proy of the electoral and reformist parties who
gather in their yotes by the million and otherwise lenve things ns
they are.

Frerpost had the good fortune to have eareful, patient, and
modest editors, men and women—Mrs. G, M. Wilson and Alfred
Mursh are typieal of them—who kept the paper on a high level,
diming ub being nlways fuir, gentle, and courteous, and striving to
introduce beauty and harmony into the exposition of Anarchism.
No violent polemics, no personalities, nothing ugly and trivial will
ba found in the many pages of Frerpow, set up by compositors,
mostly comrades, who worked often under the stress of really
hard oircumstances, Very few papers insisted so much on the
heauties of Anarchism, working by fair reasoning, und avoiding all
exasperating phraseology. Somehow after all, besides all the heip
given by Kropotkin to the paper from 1886 fo the antumn of 1914,
which saw the denth of Alfred Marsh and the outbreak of the War,
the example of Willinm Morris, his love of & beautiful free Socialism,
has left its mark on FreEpow to this very day.

A paper of this long duration—forty years—is worthy of a mono-

Lhi

graph, a special study of all the ideas proposed in it by so many

comrades of many countries, a task worth the while of a young
Ansrchist. Not only this hook but quite a series could be produced
by well-selected reprints from Freppos, which always endeavoured
to give the best articles, original or translations, and the most
reliable information on revolutionary events. The earlier anniversary
articles give the history of the paper, but what stores of recollections
passed away with Alfred Marsh in 1914, and have since accumulated
in the memory of the present editor. These two conducted the

‘paper safely through periods of deep depression; and Thomas Keell

notably understood how to carry it on as an upright Anarchist paper
throughout the baleful years of the War and the period of Bolshevist

illusions, both of which obseured the judgment of so many.

What with Labourism in and out of office, Moscoyian Com-
munism, and—the inevitable result of all the false moves within and
ranks of Labour—the present economic depression and

:pOM i8 necessarily unique within this large Empire. It stands

lone i 'talhng the truth which is unweloome to ever so many inter-

. arties, to the State and to Capital, as well as—unfortunately—
o deluded Labour itself, It will continue to do so, and as an old

friend of the paper with which many of my happiest hours were
: p_ggse&;_-a,s_-‘a.;raadar from the beginning, or as a modest contributor

wish it good luck, Some of us saw ita birth, many
coming of age, a fine gathering held in October,
nay some of us be left to assist at its fiftieth birthday. Let
that it will be passed in better conditions than the present
nd crisis seems to offer.

il Al

M. Nurroao.

ERAL IDEA OF THE REVOLUTION

N THE NINETEENTH CENTURY.
By P.-J. PROUDHON.

French by Joux Beveriey RopINsow.
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‘and that they wished to
period of the Revolution. At the same
manner Kautsky, Plechanoy, and -
modern Marxism, and upbraids them for ha
Marx's teachings by withholding from
Engels held respecting the duration of th

tions, a.Ihhongh it would be aasy to proiiuce citations -
works, and from those of Marx and Engels which prove exaphly

of trifling mporl:u.nca. masmuah as in the end 1t - is not & qnesb

his life, but of whether his enyings haye been confirmed or contra-
dicted by practical experience. Everythmg else has just as little
worth as have our theologians' subtle commentaries on the Revelations
of St. John.

In “The State and Revolution” Lenin expressly explains th
the difference between the Marxists and the Anarchists lies in the
fact * the former have set as their goal the complete abolition of the
State, but that this, in their judgment, can be obfained only through
a Socialist Reyolution which will abolish classes, the adoption of
Socialism leading to the death of the State; while the Anarchists
want the State abolished entirely between to-day and to-morrow,
and have no comprehenaion of the conditions needed to bring about
its abolition."

This explanation in its day caused quite a number of Anarchists
to regard Lenin and his party as near comrades. Many. indeed went
go far as to accept, as hamg all in the bargain, the famous “ Dictator-
ship of the Proletariat,’" as it was presumably only for a transition
period and could not, in the interest of the Revolution, be evaded.
Apparently it was not understood that the great danger luy in the
thought that during the transition period the Dictatorship was an
unavoidable necessity.

History recognises nol trangition periods, but simply uompara-—
fively primitive and high forms of development. Fvery new order
of society ia in its original forms of expression naturally primitive
and defective, Nevertheless the seheme of its future development,
and all the possibilities inherent in the unfolding that has yet to
come, must have been already smbodied in its new-shaped institu-
tions, just a8 the entire animal, or the entive plant, exists already in
embryo. lvery attempt to incorporate in a new order of things the
essential ingredients of an old, broken-down society has resulted
hitherto either in the new development being frustrated at the stavt
or in the tender germs of the new being so enmeshed in the rigid
forms of the old that their natural unfolding is checked and they
gradunlly die away.

To maintain that the State will be necessary until clagses huve
been abolished requires & very queer sort of logie. As if the Stute
had not been always the creator of new privileged clnsses, and had
not incorporated in the very essence of its being the eternalising of
oluss distinetions! This irrefutable trath, which history has con-
firmed time and time ngain, has once more beon so established by
the Bolshevist experiment in Russia that one must be smitten with
incurable blindness if one cannot see the enormous import of this
Intest tenching.

Undor the Digtatorship of the Prolotariat there has developed in
the Russin of to-day n new ruling class, the Commissar Aristocracy,
and’ this the masses are finding quite as much of an oppressor as
were the ndministeators of the old régime. This new class gets its
parasitic living in the same way us did its predecessors, 1t monopo-
lises tho biost raaidences and s well looked altor in all res hila

guffor from laok of pyorything, So this now class has, to

peats, w
the mnases

wr absurd degree, all the tyrannieal habits of those ."I'li!l":;\\ in

power, nnd it weighs on the country like o nightmare, A new and

mnost chnrrotevistio word hins some into the comtaon |‘l'l']'l'l\ W Rpoe h

L-bourgvals,’ Phig expresgion, toaday commaon in workors

rol hows olearly and distinotly the |"'I|-]| i foaling toward i
ey iy L vV 1 nl

on Cot
whether this and that one said or wrote this or that at some time of

scuml pe@ds
for ex&mplg that
clagses and the mon
stage. Thenew poaaessmg : ded
which would maintain their in and {
the working masses. The Modern State oame tnto
dcvaio_pad sssmmuy as the organ of ﬁ,ﬂ' :

broadened its activities in proportion as .it :

new branches of social life, Whether it calls faﬂft ublic ;
Monnrchy, whether it is organised on the basis of a Co tution or
on that of an Autocracy, its historic mission remains unchanged.

Just as little as a man can alter arbitrarily the funct
organ in the body of an animal or plant, or see with
with his eyes because he wishes to, just so little is
convert an instrument for suppression into one for ]
oppressed. The State can be onlywhat it is—a defender of pﬁvi!aga
and mass-exploitation, the creator of new classes and new monopolies.
He who does not recognise this as being the réle of the State has no
grasp of the realities of our social order, and is incapable of showing
mankind the new horizons of its evolution.

The Bolshevists, when they introduced into Russia the Dictator-
ship of the Proletaviat, did not merely take over the State apparatus
of the old society. They actually equipped it with such absolute
powers as no other Government in the world has yet exhibited.
They have handed over to it every department of public life, and, at
first, notunlly committed to it the whole organisation of industry.
Ruthlessly they have suppressed all and everything that stood in
their way, and, depriving the masses of all right to express their
thoughts and feelings, have orented the most formidable bureaugracy
the world has seen, The celebrated words of the French Jacobin,
Snint Just, that it is the lawmaker's task to commandeer private
and teach the citizen to think as does the State, have
never heen put into force on such a scale and so rcnliaticnlly a8 in
Russin under tho so-ealled Dictatorship of the Proletariat, svhich has

1 1 Dictatarship over tho Proletariat and the

consaience

I n nothing but

"..-u'.'_:m:.;,

Democracy and Proletarian



1 ":; d Ro espier ite fo ;
it opemta& as has every other tyranny Eﬁfﬁvﬁ éﬁmﬁﬁo“ﬂ -

press in democrn.hc countrtas must relmnn
best printing establishments and the large _uoks of pape are
tha hn.naa of the aapltahsts, he dodgas fauhs. In Sovia - B}nasw,

times worse than they are in a.ny capltahahc count;ry ];x:,. ther
countries the capitalists have at their disposal the best pr'mhng
establishments and the largest stocks of paper, as Lenin very
remarks ; but in Russia the State commands all the pr
lishments and all the paper, and is consequently in a position to
suppress eyery opinion unpleasant to it. To that point it has come.
In capitalist countries the free expression of opini hy word of
mouth and in writing is naturally much circumseribed, but in Russia,
under the so-called Dictatorship of the Proletariat, it does not exist
atall.

What is the outeome of all this? A complete failure on the
part of the Dictatorship to pave the way for a new industrial system
and practical realisation of Socialism—a hopeless capitulation to that
very Capitalism it pretended itsell eager to destroy,

R. Rocxsr.

A Tribute and Appreciation.

This igsue of I'uerpom marks a magnificent struggle of forty
years to hold high the ideal of Anarchism—an achisvement which
stands unique in the annals of Anarehist publications. Other papars,
too, had to struggle, and most of them go on doing so. Bub to
Freepox falls the distinetion of having held out bravely for forty
yenrs without ever turning from its chosen path.

To do justice to the events that have crowded in on Freeno
during this long period, the ebb and tide of hope and despair, the
help ond inspiration given to those who laboured and suffered for a
new socinl order, one would have to write & whole book : one can
say but little in o short article,  Still it is worth while to throw light
if only on a fow phases in the remurkable life of Freznos, to show
what love for an ideal, devotion to it, and grent fortitude in its
struggle can accomplish,

Forty years in the eternity of time play but an insignificant
part. Bub for those who are called npon to wage un incessant battle
ngainst a world of opposition, ignorance, stupidity, and ocold’ indiffexr-
ence, forty years themselves nre an eternity. Hurning faith, great
courage, and the capacity for endurance anre needed to survive the
tast of time, the test of a thousand vicissitudes.

True, Fueenon was most fortunate in the intellectual quality
and the moral fibre of its originators and those who watehed oyver
its growth and integrity for many years—IKropotkin, Peherkosoff,
Nettlau, Molatesta, Marsh, Turner, Wess, Cantwell, Keell, and
many other devoted spirits who made up the personnel of Freedom

Group. How woll T remoember my first contaot with these beantiful

people on my first visit to England in 1895, and pgain in 1900 and
1907 How inspiving aud strengthening were the harmony of ides

tho unity of purpose, tho fine comrad thip that ]'-'I'H.’";H"ll the proup
wnd pave Freepoxm itk chrractor and .!'!.-.|i.'\, Yot it ennnol e
-1|:1\}1:' tssd too strongly that the comrades who 1--!\' Frerpost’s
banner Nying wore the sileny plodders heliind the soene, thoy whe
did the duily grind, who met hercionlly the wost difficult task

pave thelr nll without Muarsh, Wess, Can | | L5

spmtual lut'lepcnc'[enco. which woul not
great fighter agn.maﬁ all wu.rs a8 cu i

one side, and ‘\‘Tala.tast.a. bhaplm, K
other side, the choice must have been
hesitated not a minate, and thus saved
a glovious beginning and n long heroie life. It
them that the fortioth year of its birth finds the
brilliant in colour, less varied in thought, but no
and trne than in its period of the highest water-
With the numerous gifted contributors. g Freg: :
the general disintegration in all yadical ranks, and most of all in our o
awn, that followed in the wake of the War ana the Russian dbbmlb,.
the struggle for esistence beeame much more difficult. No paper
can be filled month after month by two people and yet retain its
richness of thought, colour, and ferveur, The wonder is that FREEDOM
can still give so muoh, thaf it has continued as the only clarion voice
for the values of Anarchisni in the political and social chios of Great
Britoin, 1t counld have done much moroif the comrades were less
aloof und indifferent, if by word and deed they would come to its
support, Sinoe the War it has been the perseverance of Tom Keell
and the youthful zeal and able pen of our old comrade Wm. C. Owen
that have mude the survival of Frexoos possible,
The first signs of small souls 18 their incapncity to outlive the

past, to make allowanee for dilference of opinion. Such peop]_a are
hest: out of the Anarchist movement, DBut the comrades who still
dth of vision and who can see the urgent need of an
publieation in England, a need greater than over before,
whit are they doing to show their apprecintion of the long and un-
Fukpnon?  Are they not going to come to the
the faw whose herculean efforts have steered the paper

, s, throngh all its storm and stresa? Opa oan

miny b of interest among British

have broa
Annrolist

fiviekin fioht of

rovival



existence. This naeamon ngaﬂ us I_tha oppor
fraternal greetings to you, and to express our love an
workers on Freepoy, past and present, for the splen;
during the past forty years.
The vear 1886 is & historic year for our moyement. I:GLM;&]T.
1886, began in Chicago the great struggle for the eif
ending with the marfyrdom of our comrades; and in
Fruepox was born, the first Anarchist organ in ‘the Eng
language.
Notwithstanding all the dsﬂinulhas, financial and ohhermse, you

kept the ideal of Anarchism alive among the English-speaking people.

for the past four deeades. Many, all too many, publications in
England, and especially here in the United States, succumbed during
that time; but the little Freepox kept on ba.t‘ﬁhng its way among
the stormy waves.

How vividly do T remember the day, t-wanty—seven Years ago,

when T entered the historic home of Frerpos in Ossulston Street |

So many of the workers on Freppos went their way into Nirvana

since then—Cantwell Marsh, Louise Michel, Kropotkin, Tehaikovsky,
Teherkesoffi—but others continued the work, Nettlau, Owen, Rocker,
Malntesta, Kelly, our Bmma Goldman, and you, dear Keell, ave all
active as ever. Malatesta, alas! is again in the clutches of the dark
power, Fora long time he was a thorn in the eye of the traitor
Mussolini.

[t seems symbolic to me that we, the childven of Frespom of
the Mother Country, living here among Colonial descendants, should
choose the *rond™ to Freedom. Hail to you, our intellectunl and
gpiritusl mother | Hreronyre Haver,

TFor The Road to Freedom, Stelton, NuJ.

Uosnapus or mur Loxpox * Fresposm,”—In the spivit of our
great tencher, Peter Kropotkin, who contributed so much to the
intellectual distinetion of Frurvos, we send our fraternal groctings
on the oceasion of the 40th anniversary of your existence.

Apnanay BueoHer, Secretary,
Kropotkin Institute, Ferrer Colony,
Stelton, NI,

Cosuapes oF ' Frenoos,'—The Intérnational Anarchist Group
of New York takes the occasion of your forty years of struggls for
our ideal to send fratornal greetings to you, hoping that you will
keep the flag of Annrchy flying in Anglo-Saxondom {ill Freodom ' is
achieved. Vira Hamvenr, Seorvotary.

Dean CoMBADES,
Girats
words from me on tho

I nm just starting on an agitational fvip to
when your letter ro aohes me saying that you would like o faw
10th anniversury of our dear Fuerpoa. 1
still romamber well the 26th anniversary, und oan hurdly beliove that

Iltuen years have 1I:L--:-ni gines then, A6 bo i DM il!-ul'“. [ have
rilid it for over twenty-five yonrs, and I cun l;-“]'\ B0y with the
grontest intallectual |I1!'.' stira wnd benelit Frrrnos has !1!\\'-L_\'!A heen
for mo N Btarn incarnution of veruoity in 'n\|.~L nid unecompro-
mising honesty in metheds,  On & barren ground of compromise
ueh as Eogland 1 '._l,l”..\“ui--li-_‘ modioerity of thoupht and notion
and wmidst shallownoss, Frseoon hng abwiys upbeld thi q
aim of Anarohy and the rovolutionary thotght of Direct
hivs ever striven to give to the working clnss the bost 1n the

mﬂn vemhnj

Fra.nce, whars he ha
Below we print & transla
life and character.
These attempts on the life of A
the policy and methods of Fa
open to the opposition in Italy, i
tyrannical Dictatorship the murderer of
““live dangerously.” It is simply A aniﬁ

GINO Ltfdmm P

From Le Iteveil (Geneva), October 2.

Onee again we must not allow the Fascist
pregs to calumninte o rabel who has committed

legitimate defence, as wa procead to prove |

his very persecutors. But first we give the :
0 Marseilles comrade who knew Lueatti well :—

** Ho took refuge in France after having undergone, lﬁn'nll.
of us, an infinity of persecutions. But the work here at his
of marble cutter did not suit him, and he made an attemp
live with his family in the country. He met with new threats,
aets of violence and aggression, a veritable martyrdom; so much
so that one evening he was attacked hy a band of Fascists,
under orders from the Fascist Secretary at Avenza. He was
wounded by cudgel and revolver, and reduced to a sorry plight.
Howover, he succeoded in escaping, and nursed himself while in
hiding, for Faseists and police were searching for him. Tater,
by the lwlp of friends, he was able to emigrate n second time.

“ We suw him bhere onee more, always under the nightmare
of porsecution. He had a large wound in the neck, where the
bll had remuined. Here he norsed himself corefully, and the
bull was extracted. But he wss alwnys preoccupied, snd after
ome time he left, to work ot vavious places in the Maritime
Alps enr, nt Christmns, he eamo back here, and said
h he withed te spond among the

ifty Danes whie

i 3—:-1'I[.

cultured, and well
studied n great deal, having o



with Meschi, C and the Corrier taliani.
opinions were too set to allow of that.” _ = -

To this letter we add the declaration of Lucetti’s em
to one of the Pelit Provencal's editors:—'* Lucetti has a
been an excellent worker, Y.eridaober,- there was nothing against
him. Never in my presence did he manifest the Jeast excite-
ment, He read a deal. For the rest, Lucetti was to me
an honest workman for whom I had only praise.” '

This testimony is above suspicion, but here we have another
which is even more so. We find it in the declaration the Fascist
Secretary at Avenza has been good enough to make, which has
been reproduced by the whole Itslian press. After emphasising
the bitterness of the struggle the Fascists have been waging
against the entire workers’ movement in that locality, he ends
thus :—** Moreover, the Fascists of Avenza and Carrare have
justly the merit of having conducted against Lucetti, Anarchist
and anti-Italian, & struggle of the most iron type; so much so
that Lucetti was obliged to take refuge abroad. The local
Faseism, therefore, has nothing with which to reproach itself, for
it well * individualised * the dangerous enemy when it forced him
to flee."

If one compares this with Mussolini's declaration that ** if
Faseism has been merely an associntion of eriminals, it is I, the
chief, who am responsible for this association of criminals."” one
sees that Lucetti’'s act was entirely justified by the most
elementary logic.  According to the Faseists! own avowal, he had
undergone the severest persecution, and he laid the blame on the
chief, as the one responsible for those persecutions, N

Lucetti’s whole family was arrested, but released after a fow
days. The press reports his mother as having declared: ** My
son never said anything to me, but 1 am proud of having brought
him into the world.'" As for his brothers and sisters, ** they
have alweys had words of praise for Gino's eourage.”

Very good.  As we haped, the people has not lost its courage.

WHEN MUSSOLINI PRAISED BOMBS.

Mussolini was very angry when Lucetti threw a bomb at him in
Home last month, but there were times, and not so very long ngo, when
he praised bomb throwing—at others. We give n few instances,

On March 14, 1010, a workingrnn fired u shot at the King of Italy.
Bpeaking on the subject, at the Socialist Congress at Reggio Emilie,
July 8, 1910, Mussoliui said :—

** After the attempt of March 14 the Socialists had only one duty
—to be silent ; that is to say, to regard the sct as incidental to the
role of king. Why get oxcited u.ng weep for the king ; only for the
king! Why this hysterical, excessive sensibility when™ it is a
question of crowned heads! Who is the king! The useless citizen,
essentially.  There are peoples who have sent their king packing, if,
for their own better protection, they have not marched him to the

guillotine ; and theso peoples have been in the vanguard of civie
progress.”

In the Class War, n Socialist paper of which Mussolini was editor,
he wrote, July 9, 1910, in reference to n bomb explosion in u theatre
ut Buenos Aires :-

“ I admit without discussion that in normal times bombs are not

a Bocialist form of netion, But when & Government, be it Hopublican
or Monarchist, gags you and places you outaide the pale of humanity
:n“l’lt-'.’- v precisely what the Foscist (Jovernment is lornsy Lo il 'n.--rh-':'-"-nr
opponents |—Oh ! then it doos not become us to censure the vivlence
violenee, even if it bas the innocent for victims, 1 find
many Soclalists who are too often and oo 'hfl'l‘ll‘ll\' moved i_l'\ ol s
fortunes of the bourgeoisie, bhut stand impansivo before those of the

thnt snswors

proloetarint . Thin onesided onsibility iy doe to the residuum
of Christinpity still actively at work within them It is Chs intinnity
thnt has m:i;u‘ul to us thin morbid, offeminately hystorical pity
wmlbsin, on the contr ey, in rude, rough, made up of contrasts
anid of violetioe Socalism s W And in War, woo bo o thi
pitifu Fhoy will be vangquishoed
fey ) paper, replying to s letter protosting ngainat the

“The Prison Memoirs of an !
The €. W. Danigl Company has just pub
aditi%:-of-.&lamder-:]?.ariunkn bo
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