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Peace in Industry.

The New Year brought a flood of speeches and messages
from public men on the subject of peace in industry, but very
few of them gave an inkling as to how it was to come about.
In replying to the New Year's message from the Lord Mayor
of London, the King expressed his * unswerving faith in the
British character® and a belief that, * with united efforts and
a spirit of mutual confidence and goodwill in our widespread
industries, we shall see a gradupal but sure restoration of the
trade and commerce of our beloved country,” But when we
look closely at all these pious wishes we see no signs that
any members of the ruling and dnstocratic class are willing
to surrender the special privileges which hinder the grm\'lﬁ
of a spirit of “ mutual confidence and goodwill.” The land
‘monopolists keep -their_g]rip on the soil of “our beloved
country,” which has resu ted in a decrease since 1871 ol
3‘“&000 acres producing crops of various kinds, and an in-

Srease of 1,500,000 acres for deer forests, That is hardly

likely to breed confidence and good-will between the privi-
leged class and the workman who has been wnemploved for
ye want comething more tangible than good

we
: s industries would soon be busy again if they were
y cater to the needs of the community rather than to the
profit-seeking of a few. Since the miners were driven back
to W many of their most active comrades have been refused
work have been subject to all the petty
d insults with which a conqueror harasses A
The men imprisoned under the Emergency
discover any signs of goodwill n
that be, and that “ Locarno spiit "
{“1-ac'!giil’gi-.whéré-‘-‘tl‘x‘_er'ﬁ'léﬁ' behind
: rned. If there is to be mutual confidence
i1l between the people of this country it must be
of equality. “The rich will do ever thing for the
o eir_backs,” said Tolstoy. {V}mn we fnd
ts, New Year greetings will then be
latitudes.

0

Rabindranath Tagore and Fascism,

There are many people in this country who would hke
to introduce [Fascism lll‘t’*'. the Maorning Post crowd, for
example, though many other papers occasionally print articles
lu':nwing Mussolini and all s works, [he ltalian Dictator
vas his propagandists in every country, who boost Fascism
and drag in all sorts of people as sympathisers, [ast summer
Mussolini sent a pift of valuable books to Rabindranath
Tagore and invited him to visit Italy. The poct wis charmed
with the present he had received, and went to Rome to sce
Mussolini, Having heard of some of the evils of Fascism, he
wias rather reserved in his comments; but the Fascist Press
caid he was bountiful in his expressions of surprise at the great
change for the better in Ttaly. But it scems it was all lies.
He wrote a letter, published m the Manchester Guardian 1ast
August, in which he said he had not been able to see things
for himself, As he wrote sarcastically: " Official  vehicles,
though comfortable, move only along a chalked path of pro-
gramme oo restricted to lead 1o any places of significance,
or persons of daring individuality, providing the visitors with
specially selected morsels of experience.” Iike Labour dele-

alions fo Russit. Everyone he met praised Fascism and said
% had saved the country from rmn.  But the poet has learned
better now, and the atrocities and the suppression of all {ree-
dom of expression, in his opinion, do not com sensate for
material apgrandisement. In an interview in Zurich with
Mrs. Salvadori, whose hushand and son were brutally mal-
treated by the Ttalian Fascisti, and who told him that he had
unintentionally helped to support Fascism, he said he had
been Illiﬁr(‘.pr(".-i(?lltt?([_ Had he known of the dark deeds done
in Italy he would not have come to the country, but he fer-
vently hoped that this great period of pain through which the
Ttalian people are passing “ will not coerce them into acceptitl

an ambition for fatness of prosperity in place of spiritua
greatness.”

Creative Education.

We always enjoy reading the reports of the conferences
of educationists which take place during the first week of
each New Year. The authoritarians, always in the ma.joritf»,
secl to mould the children in their care according to the
stereotyped standard; while the libertarian minority seek to
bring out the varied faculties of children. They wish to
experiment and see what possibilities there are in the yvoung
life of the world. Class instincts also enter into the caleula-
tions of the authoritarians, who think the children of the
workers are incapable of profiting by an education usually
reserved, for financial reasons, for the children of the well-to-
do; . Mr. Whitehouse, the well-known Warden of Bembridge
‘School, in‘an address on “ Creative Education” to members
of the Private Schools Association, said : “In any alteration
of our educational system we did not want to make more rigid
and more permanent the present class system in education, but
to realise that all branches of education needed reform. We
required a more experimental spirit in all branches of educa-
tion. . . . What we ought to aim at is to regard the
elementary education as suitable for children up to a certain
age, and to make it as good and as creative as possible, and
to regard all secondary education as suitable to children, not
of ial class, but of a certain age, to make it very varied
ar j ive, and to introduce this wider curriculum
s’ Unfortunately, many parents are not able

\ildren at school long enough for them to take

f tﬁzondary education. As soon as they reach
y are sent out into the world to earn their
Whitehouse pointed out the “terrible

g of the best assets of the nation 1n
1 to be prematurely sacrificed in the
try.”  Educational equality, how-
have economic inequality ; but in
r Mr. Whitehouse will have the
egard children as worth

i fove
e recsective of the fnancial standing




“ Freedom’s " Fortieth Anniversary.

FREEDOM certainly has a wonderful history behind it—a
history of storm and stress, strile and struggle
held its banner of light and liberty aloft steadily
tenaciously. Muny a time it looked as 1f lack of funds wis
about to force it to go under for good. But agamn and again
it manifested its strength, showing that the heroic stubbornness
of our English comrades was not to be downed. Inoats ternihc
struggle for existence it samehow managed to survive, in spite
of all difficulties and impediments. - 4

1 have been following its course for the last thirty-five
years. Whenever a copy arrived it always acted upon me like
a ray of sunshine in a gloomy, dark world.

In 1000 1 had the extreme pleasure, as a delegate from
the USA. to the Anarchist Congress in Paris, to meet onc¢
of FREEDOM'S editors, Alfred Marsh. Peter Kropotkin was
also expected, but the French Government saw to it that he
<hould not get a chance to desecrate the sacred soil of France
by his _unho%; presence. ‘ _

That Congress, by the way, reminded me a great deal of
Nihilist gatherings in the Dark Russia of my younger days.
1t seemed to me extremely ridiculous for the powerful French
Government to go to all this trouble because of a handful of
Anarchists, I remember when Comrade Tversky and myself
about to enter the narrow street where our sessions were
to be held, we found a squadron of police in full sicge.
number of Anarchists who tried to get nto the hall were
arrested. Fortunately, Tversky and 1 turned abruptly around
the minute we saw the gendarmes. ‘The sessions were held,
ver, in a private house of a famous Paris physician, the
ine held in the woaods on the outskirts of Paris.
Germany made a law against the Social-
h lasted twelve years. Since then the various
are considering the Social-Democrats perfectly

it is the Communists and the Anarchists who
and must be placed outside the law,

heretics, blasphemers, and religions noncon-
ho were jailed or burnt at the stake a couple of

Soci seems, must always have its scape-
be the scapegoat to-day. .
| ising th REEDOM managed to keep
w, in spite of all the obstacles, privations and

e Anglo-Saxon countries afford _extremely
> “The ultra-conservative, slow=
he incarnation of stand-

de some years ago, “Why is
- OM sign ,'sf’g?’ e said :
contributors, and the
against everything

”-l\\u_-\'l':, il
and

Clur own riank e I:!n':-'l| comsiderably even in the
moverment prior to the War hns

and widespreid Manv ol oux staunicl «

Latin countries, where our

heen intense omrades

have becoing .ull..liu tie and mdifferent, some even turning thir
back upon the cause thial was part and ||:I1lt’1 ol their very
life

But shall we despiir? Have the Muss
Poincarés, and Zinovielts come 1o stay
Shall hypocrisy, militarism, Big Business, and black reaction
continue their Satanie reign e perpelinm s 1t true what
we hear said around us, that there will always be war among
the nations? That war is born with us, the same as preed,
cupidity, selfishness, and hatred? Will things always remiin
as they are? s it an axiom that one can never go apainst
the current 2 That all notions of the milleninm are vain?

Unthinkable! Cannibalisim had its day. So had slavery
that followed it., So had feudalism and chattel slavery, 5o
will wage slavery inevitably come to an end, together with all
government and force of man over man

May our staunch little champion FREEDOM live 10 sec
the glorious day of Liberty, Equality, and Happiness for all.

MICHAEL A, COHN.

olinis, De Riveras,

for ever and anon?

Patience and Postage Stamps.

_—

My old friend Bolton Hall used to say, “If you want to
get your articles accepted in the m:\gazincﬁ, you will have to
practise patience and postage stamps” 1 do not know whether
that would have helped me to a literary career, but it certainly
helped me to come to Canada.

When the first sugpgestion of our comrade Rudolf Rocker’s
tour through Canada was made, it occurred to me that perhaps
I too could try Canada. After I got to England, and
especially after Rocker had reached Canada, the idea of a
tour in this part of the world began to take form, and
interested a number of comrades who assured me that Canada
may be tried. IHowever, in August the plan again looked
dubious, the means to carry out the venture further away than
ever. It was then that I remembered the good advice of my
friend Bolton: Hall. 1 began to use many postage stamps and
increased my patience, both of which were not easy to main-
tain. In the end they bore fruit. A few devoted comrades
came {o the rescue, and on October 7 I embarked at Cherbourg
for the “promised land.”

The journey across the ocean might have been most enjoy-
able, especially when compared with another ocean trip, tﬁc
one on the infamous “Buford,”” but the anxiety of whether
I would be admitted into Canada helped to mar the pleasure.
However, the day of my landing arrived, October 16, when
the steamer came into Montreal %{arbour and a few friends,
Baron, Bernstein, and Lena Shlakman, came to meet and t
me.  But no sooner did it become known that Emma Goléman
had come to disturb the complacency of the law-abiding
Canadians than the protectors of “law and order ' began to
deliberate whether or no she should be allowed to reman. In
the end, the Canadian authorities showed more sense than the
American. They realised that every unpopular cause is
adyanced more by persecution than by indifference, and I was
allowed to remain. '

__ Montreal is_esseﬁtialllly a French city; 75 per cent. of the
million population are rench, body and soul, under the
dominion of the Catholic Church. T was told that during the
ar Montreal and all of the Quebec province were the freest

the American continent, where one could ?eal\

‘War all one liked, because the French Canadians
1 in the English, and as they hate France
ey were also indifferent to the cause of
Montreal is French Catholic, and as far
rts and life of the English-
_they lived thousands of miles
ch in language, tradition,
t hope to draw from that
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ol the lecture the oext day i e Montreal papers wel o ] = ) L <7 =

accurate and dignified, and as they wore o ad by a T l\LlelJll 1 L"'llt[(:-llb Appta‘l‘

thousand people, we were able to reach masses wiich

‘:m‘ld.m'“m)' hold. 1 etter of the polizicals of the Kharkov Erison No. 1, eraginall )
The scoond English lecture was handicapped by a dow N diressed 2o the Central Executive of All-UArainian Sovials

pour, and just about covered expenscs I hereupon the Jewish On the occasion of the recent visig to Russia by various

comrades. decided to concentrate on Jewish audiences, But . : = 1) : e iy .
d g T - deonean Labour delegations, the official Hoviet Press ha
hete, too, there were a number of factors not considered by ) rted that the Governent “ off o et
our comrades.  First, there was the great Chauvinistc TR o el OB 2 e knd. unl o P N "
which many Jews in Montreal sulier from. Lheir Jewish pnde OPPOLLEY to_inyestigute, 1ro t "'”] LA He M o 1le [t
was hurt because E. G. went first to the * Goim "’ (Christan) L"““‘.mm".' in/Busin s empans .|.1y PR Sgmnsy ¥
and the “ Four Hundred.” That a theatre should be con- lie and against the infamous misrcpresentation and falsticy
sidered an exclusive place attended only B Ana Mooy | SRS the prison situation by the crgans ol the Tcheka., A
Hundred,' or that people could be hurt because any one who you aware that on the night ol August 1415, on the cve o4
has it 35 years on the j’.‘:llghsh'&i[-‘l(‘.lkl:lg bla-tlm:m has her the viss ':f two German Labaur delegations (¢ Qe AT (the
~first lecture in English, 1s so utterly absurd that no one with Central Prison of Kharkov), the imprisoned Soc wlists and
sense would think of 'such notions as having any effect on Anarchists were subjected to a ternble outrage ¢ AL nine 1
le. But it did, and 1t kept many of the waqﬁnwa}; from the evening there appedred in our prison Krajui, the General
m 2 . ¥ _l’_ul>l|x Proseculor; who 15 1}1(- SUpreIne authonty ol the entite
S Res Hhere e ithe Communists, who did their utmost to E}‘:?"i]‘{f‘ .\f(.;,li‘.Li.,: L»_lljiltl:- l'lcr,n_n;s_ e wtg'..si;m ump.nml-.{!. i,‘”'\
sinder the work of the Mentreal comrades. Bor B0me.ills Lo tief of the G.P.U, the Soveritr & AL e Pl
le reason they failed to rawse “rough house " at the large body of keepers. At the order ol the Prosecutor the
tings. Those who attended my lectures were il bahuved keepers atticked the political prisoners, because the latter
:ﬁ'nsked intellgent questions.  The rest in their =t refnsed to follow them to the G.P.U. They knew that 1t was
gett A great  ended to hade them an the G.P.U. dungeons, SO that the

“away, and made a house-to-house canvass 1o expected delegations should not find them in the Kharkoy
mm%‘;". s hnggla?l “‘;E;hg‘g ’l‘;’“;il{:‘:"é:‘:"':f; 5.1!:::‘1:;: [)I.‘l]ﬁﬂn. 'l'heyki)ruicaicd against such a disgraceful and brutal
e aeRdl—calumny, lics lui'ﬁrc%ti'?wnl'{— procedure, as well as aginst the attempt to decewve the dele-
hods used by the Allies LR G(‘,i‘mﬂ'l.l'i cates,  Are you awire that for this the prisoners were insulted,
the vile stories used ~ ghst‘thc liulshevik.i beaten, threatened with revolvers, and lkicked into submission
they began the{t_ddi'vli.xg?és in Russia [he politicals, finally finding themselves in the G.P.U. prnison,
: M incanable of any new NeaRY declared a Hunger sirike, in profest against the officiul outrage
Mo T mﬂﬂaﬁia avniﬂ.qt'{:\'erv S Following this, the Labour Youth Delegation of Holland
heir muddy waters. e ieonle hotild Ba visited the Kharkoy prison, and when they inquired whether
such sensational stori mérclpc im ¢ =5 there were any Ilmlmmls there, the Prison Governor replied
e for th e JAROES 1OSRAY cmphal-l(:ﬁllly‘: "f here are nr::lgy_:lm-:ul ;Jll'l.'-ih!llt{:- here, ' :
Sl R S T s Similar* information '" also received the 4 merican Student
the d wmshm;cgeﬁfdul:‘;&gﬁ?nopm; delegation, when they visited the Kharkov prison, some time
"three weeks: and if the ‘Ludicncﬁs Gy before the Holland delegates, Again, when the German work-
R o Ehiy ST eincerit ' ng women delegation visited the prison, on September 14, the
b}r?lt.ﬁe--y" - \J{(l. politicals were taken into the prison vard for a walk, so thal
! Y me for  Sunday the delegates could not see them. When, however, the
e ditions of 111c“Po'litic§ prisoners learned of the presence of the delegation, they
el e demanded an interview with the latter. I'he prison authorities
'.Ol'q%é*'uﬁfbffﬁn'a' SIPC  aesured them that it was not a foreign delegation that was
ot i o DS gisiving the prison. "It is merely an excursion of Commumst
e women from the German colonies of the U.S.SR." the
i Governor asserted. He promised to bring the visitors to the
olitical wing of the prison, but of course he did not keep
1s promise. As we later learned from the papers, the delega-
tion was really that of the Labour Unions of Germany.

These are the means used by the authorities to “inform '
visiting delegates about conditions in Russia! And that in
;%;8_ 3 the solemn promise given us by Chief Prosecutor
Krajni that he would penmit visiting Labour delegations to
see the politicals, even in their cells. But of course Krajni,
as the prison authorities, know ver well that if the
ere permitted to see us they wou d easily convince
olutionary Socialists are ki { in prison,

by a strative process without trial)
nment and exile in out-of-the-way

tries to compel them to sig | statements

resignation from the. parties of
s are persecuted for refusing

cally against this vile deceit
es from foreign countries!  We
)d brutal treatment of the political

T
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The Reign of Mush,

The New Year brought a letter from the King, in which
he gave it as his belief that, with united efforts and a spinit
of mutual confidence and goodwill, there would come a restora-
tion of trade. It also brought announcement of the creation
of four new peers, and seven new baronets, together with the
bestowal of numerous knighthoods and lesser so-called
“honours,” most of which were for political services. In
other words, the Ruling Raj had strengthened itself by the
4 ption of certain individuals who had been useful to the

=T m following the publication of the King's letter
OF Mr. Baldwin's customary homilies, in which

that “we must all work together with o

n of trade and national prosperity.”
say MacDonald broke into print in
the declaration that he was an *“un-

{ industrial peace ' ; and Mr. J. R. Clynes
n him to advise rich Socialists to sticlk to

1is to say, to continue living on what they
5 piece O_fl;..ﬂgratuimus advice would seem,
een a trifle superfluous, no one havin
cy on the part of rich British
ancing a struggling
ar without number, o
ticular kind of imprudent
business people, and with us

se pronouncements we had
ay potentate that his

Fatinney, 1997

MImMon  co ’ I.: in before our oves W it hather

tl thither, and each man or little group tres, i a mueldled
Wily, 1o think l]1|1|_|;- ot Buy, m the 1‘;-'1i-"--ll confusion, n
man can hope (o act anght ' A fter which he remarks that,
" above all else, our movement npeed more, anel  more
courngeous, thmking *'; and ndldd “We fight aver unreal
issues, and, therefore, fail o tace the renl ssues tht are
staring vs in the face."’ Well, that is just about what

FREEDOM has been sayving persistently, year after yei

It is instructive 1o turn to the New Leader, official organ
of the Independent Labour Party. Its new editor reviews the
movements l‘[ ri."\'f'rill' i(ll} Llﬂll l":"“”‘('l-l'i.“\-'l’-'tlﬂ]lll] oW l_"'H\'ll!
sing FLuvepe ; the challenge to white domination of the coloured
races issued by Chinag the revolt of Mexico, Central apd
South America, apainst the economic imperialism  of the
United States; and ont of all this chaos he sees ansing the
beginnings of organisation and order. These beginnings he
discovers in the colossal capitalist amalgamations that were
5o distinetive a feature of last year; and to those who under-
stand the Socialist way of looking at things, it is needless
to sav that he regards such combinations with the utmost
complacency. ‘“Capitalism,” he declares, “is sfeadily creat-
mg its world economic organisation,’" and he opines that * the
arganisation which we require is actually being created by
our opponents,”  They are killing competition, is his argu-
ment, and we should rejoice over the rapidity with which
the big fish are gobbling up the smaller fry, and hail the
super-multi-millionaire as the true saviour of the race.
Similarly, of course, we should gloat over the spectacle of
the United States swallowing the Western hemisphere; and
if the British Empire can do the same with Asia and Afrnca,
lot her go to if, with the blessing of the Independent Labour
Party. Thus, according to New Leader doctrine, competition
will be eliminated, .’UllFIi‘ will hecome possible for Socialism
to take over the administration of this planet as a properly-
orgaiised and businesslike concern,

What dreams are these! What nightmares due to over-
stuffings of political ambitions! What an appalling blindness
to Lite’s realities! Is it conceivable that these smaller
nations, now waking to a consciousness of their own individu-
ality, will gracefully submit to being guzzled, as one guzzles
an oyster? s it to be imagined that lie world’s workers will
placé their necks submissively under the heel of a small ring
of plutocrats, because, forsooth, these plunderers are bringing
order out of chaos, and smoothing the way for Socialism?
Vet this is the doctrine with which our Socalist pundits are
drugging the revolting masses, and this js what Mr. Ramsay
MacDonald is ladleing out when he declares himself the
“unregenerate apostle of industrial peace.’  This is the
-_thouf?l‘:': at the back of Mr. Clynes's tender anxiety for the
rich Socialist: and when Mr. Themas prostrates himself before
the representative of the Great Western Railway Company, it
means that he looks on Plutocracy as at once desirable and
invincible. '

~ The plain truth is that the position of our masses is
desperate, and precisely because they have been bamboozled
ling this country their own, zlthough they do not own

so much as an inch of it. In an ever-increasing proportion
they are =bmomhg--superﬂnous. They are not wanted, and

they :

one of our rulers’ great problems fo-day is—* How shall we
get rid of them? >’ In such circumstances all talk of industrial
peace '15-_1_1‘395&, and poisoned mush; for it drugs the sufferer

anto torpidity when his very life depends on his bestirring

and asserting himself.  In his present leaders there is no
‘hope, and ultimately he will be forced to the discovery that
‘his only hope is in | imself. His trouble is that he is barred

rom t at are necessary to his very existence, and

vill have to be pulled down. That 1s the workers’
1 task; but the Socialist doctrine is that no country
te itself, and that until all the world has been
o permanent relief for the working class is

that scems to me the mushiest,
1n touch with the actualities of life.
tion indefinitely, and so long as the
e deluded by it, they will .h%;e-to- g_ew




A Fighter of Forlor:

The exuberant enthusiasm, the keennes
hope that permeated the Socialist moveme
‘the "80’s has dwindled and been lost amid a
seeking factions. Forty-five years ago Social
to conjure with; to-day it 1s merely &
job-hunting. The fragile plant of Revolut
so carefully nurtured in those far-away days has )
smothered by the enormous growth of a noxious weed. A
weed which has brazenly assumed the name of the rar an

but is as different in root and foliage as is bindweed to a

T0S€e.

~ To be a Revolutionary Sccialist in 1881-89 meant being a

pioneer, and the lot of the pioneer in ideas is notorio
hard one, It is, mayhap, because of this, and also

the Socialism preached in those days was of so clear-cut an

vigorous a nature, that one is apt to regard these dead and
gone pioneers as veritable giants. Certain it is that these
men and women were not of the common rut.
those da

possession of physical as well as moral courage. .
Max Nett?a.n‘ in the October issue of FREEDOM mentions

two of these ﬁioneers—]oe Lane and Sam Mainwaring—and

a history of the latter’s gradual progress in ideas is synony-
mous with a history of ti?eaﬂy days of the Socialist move-
ment 1in this country. : ol

Born at Neath in South Wales, December 14, 1848, and
reared in a strictly Nonconformist atmosphere, he while a
youth was strongly drawn toward the Unitarian denomina-
tion, evincing thus early in life a predilection for the advanced
section of any cause in which he was interested.
learned his trade as an engineer, there followed a brief
number of years in the United States, succeeded by a still
briefer period of sea-going, which ended by leaving his ship
and settling ashore in South-East London in 1875 By this
time his T.Fniturian sympathies appear to have disappeared,
for in 1876 or 1877 he was a member of the East London
Radical Clubs Association, and was also greatly taken up with
“Saladin® and the writers of the Eclectic Review, but, most
important of all, he joined the East London Labour Emanci-
pation League, hus first decisive step in the revolutionary
movement.

During his short stay in the Tnited States he had been
a member of the American Knights of Labour, and on return-
ing to this country he rejoined his old Union, the Amalgamated
Society of Engineers, and remained a member until the day
of his death. He retained an active interest and helief in
the Trade Union movement all his life, but he was a very
keen and unsparing critic of his own Union’s policy and
administration, It was in Union affairs that his strong anti-
authoritarian bias had first expression. Elected in the early
'80's to sit upon the yoluntary executive of the Engineers, he
refused the post, passing it on to another member whao had no
such prejudices.

Keenly alive to the importance of the Trade Union move-
ment, he Fmd other and wider interests, one of which was
working-class education; and doubtless feeling acutely his
own limitations he found time during the winters of 1878 and
1870 to attend Professor Bonar's classes in Political Economy
at the London University. The knowledge thus acquired did
not perhaps have the result desired by the good Professor,
because instead of making the pupil into a good Liberal it
seemed to strengthen ane -:I;iri}_\' his unorthodox views re-
specting Government and legalised authority, These views,
however, had not vet taken deflinite shape, because when Stone
and his companions started the Social Democratic Federation
m 1881 Sam Mainwaring was one of the first to join.  Yet
even now he was not satishied, and the insistent urge created
by his logical mind drove him in December, 1884, in common
with some twenty others, to break away and form the Socialist
League.

The causes of this split have been aften debated, but one
thing 1s certmin: the S. D F, Lelieved in Parlinmentary action :
the men who formed the Leagiye chied not I'his is not to say
that all of them were definitely anti-Parliamentary, but some

were, and Mminwaring threw in his lot with them As 1
matter of fact, the Manifesto of the 1 cague has but a secant
reference to political action—" As 1o mere politics, Ab olutism,
Constitutionaliam, [L'l'|l1|"l]h--IIJ.H'-, have all been tried in ous
day, and under our present social svatem. and all have alike
fatled in e Whing with the real evils of Life®

t and’

Socialism in
ys was not the fourth career open to the younger sons
of the middle class, and to espouse the cause then meant the

Having

and many aces.
talist Justice in July, 1886,
a meeting at the corner o
With him were Morris and
The following year, with -
the message into his native S
wondering crowds in their own
Merthyr, and Aberdare. It is a strange
progress of ideas that South Wales, now a
Tarxism, should have had the first lessons
Socialism from two such staunch Anar

Kitz and Mainwaring. g N

The year 1800 saw the end of this phase of his life.

League had fallen apart, and many of its most active wor
—that is, those who were in close contact with th eTS—
had travelled the logical road, and were now actively associz ed
with the Anarchists, and the Commonweal under @haﬂqs
Mowbray and later on David Nicoll was a straightforward
Anarchist Communist publication, At the end of this year
cconomic pressure and police persecution had driven Sam Main-
waring from London, and for the next two vears Swansea
was the scene of his manifold activities. WM.,

(To be concluded.)

THE GENERAL STRIKE OF 1926.*

These two books are an attempt to put on permanent
record the principal facts relating to the General Strike of
May, 1926. The book prepared by Mr. Page Amot is by far
the most interesting of the two. It is divided into two parts—
“The Nine Months,” that is the nine months from August,
1025, to May 1, 1926, which may be called the preparatory
period ; and “The Nine Diys,” the days the General Strike
was in being. Of course, it was not a " general strike” in
reality, as millions of workers were not called out at all; but
it will go down in the history of the British Labour Movement
as the General Strike of 1026 5

The nine months preceding May, 1926, were a penod of
intense preparation on the part of the Government and the
mineowners, but the General Council of the Trades Union
Congress were animated by the feeling that they must not
make any preparations for a strike, as that would be regarded
as a threat by the Government, Therefore it can be said that
they never made any preparations and never dreamt of any
plans till the very last moment.

The General Council were alsa of the opinion that, whilst
recogmsing the low standard of living to which the miners

* ' The

General Strike, May " Trepared
: e Arnot, " The G I'rades Councils in
Action." Prepared by Er birr wh s Clath, 3s, 81,1 paper,
) London + Labour Research Department, 162, Hockingham Palace Road,
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o Mr. Pat'g'e.- 10t ha

had access to papers no

all thoae-whow have a r
must buy this book. It is written

of view, which adds to the piquan
_The other * Trades €

of the activ

ars of whi

Strike broke out many of the Trades C
only in name-—very little organisatio
own, and hampered by the indeci . Ger
But some of them achieved wonders ew d:
just getting into their stride when the strike coll
found there was a Iot of red tape in the Labour
but they cut some and ignored more. Pu b
necessary to counteract the lies of the Brizis
broadcasting, but the Printers’ Unions
members to print strike bulletins until
from headquarters. In spite of all obstacles, the enthu
and energy spontaneous|y brought to light showed wh
be achieved some day when the issue is not miners’ wag
the abolition of the wage system. Some of the :
Councils report that the men were ﬁeat_ry‘ disheartened by the
ﬁit:able ending of the strike, “The men returned to work
umiliated, and they felt they had been deceived” Well, the
“inquest” on the strike is to be held in a few days; the leaders
who deceived them will then brazen it out as they always do.
They drive the machine, and their critics are almost powerless
to force the wheel out of their hands. The cult of leadership
is the undoing of the rank and file,
“Trades Councils in Action” shows the possihilities of
spontaneous action when freed from the necessity of consult-

ing “headquarters.” Both books were worth doing and have
n done well. : -

The very name of a politician and statesman is sure to
cause terror and hatred; it has always connected with it the
ideas of treachery, cruelty, fraud, and tyranny; and those
writers who have faithfully unveiled the mysteries of State-
freemasonry have ever been held in general detestation for
even knowing so perfectly a theory so detestable—BURKE.

Force of arms, or the stake and faggot, may be the means
the foe of freedom and true progress would employ in one
age; in another he may clothe his attempts under the forms
of Law or the disguise of Acts of Par{ia::tcnt', The spirit
remains the same and the test unerring,—J. TOULMIN SMITH,

“FREEDOM'S” BIRTHDAY FUND.

—_—

We are still a long way from the £100 we asked for.
Subscribers at home seem to have exhausted their hnancial
resources, so now we are looking to “ the New World to redress
the balance of the Old,” to use Burke's famous phriase. The
Land of the Dollar can surely do more than it has done up
to the present,

The following sums have been received to date (Janu-
ary §) : Previously acknowledged, £48 45, 8d.—D, M. Ballard
105, G. P, 29, 6., P. Parsons 25.6d,, A. B. Howie 25, Anon.
175, 6d., E. J. Robinson 471, |. S. R. 3s., Editorial Giroup,
*“Algo" (Lorain, Ohio) £1 0s. 6d,, A, T. R 108, J. H. Grigsby
45, H. . Russell 1os., [. Myers g4s,, C, Taraboi 135, E. E.
Williams 5s., L. G, Wolfe s, . FI. Rawlins 185 U Bs
H. J. Stuart 4s., T, S, 105 C. Blandy 24 6e., A, E,
25, 0d,, SV, Pearson £2, F. G. B. 108, |
F. C. Davies 55, J. A

Lavers
S i‘r.,-.'n_\' 45.,
Osborne 185, g I'otal £60 108, sd
-
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