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The Situation in China.

At the moment of writing it looks as though foreign Im-
perialism has succeeded in breaking up the unity of the Nation-
alist forces. General Chiang Kai-shek, who was until recently in
command of the successful army of the South, has now broken
with the revolutionary leaders of the Nationalists and estab-
lished a Government of his own at Nanking, in opposition to
the Nationalist Government at Hankow. He is now hailed
as a moderate by the representatives of Imperialism at Shang-
hai, who will use him as a tool, in co-operation with Chang
Tso-lin, the ex-brigand of the North, in preserving the privi-
leged position they now occupy in China, It is not possible to
prophesy the immediate outcome of this struggle between the
contending factions, but we are quite certain that sooner or later

the Chinese people will insist on being masters in their own
house, and if the Western Imperialists insist on using force they

will light a fire in the East which will consume millions of
lives before it burns itself out. The British Government 15
sending out more troops and munitions of war every day, and
the small force originally despatched for the supg)sed Urpose
of safeguarding grit-ish lives and property in & lmngﬁai has
noy ome an army which can be used as a means of inter-
n the civil war. - Divide and conquer is an old maxim
ulers, and they hope to make it as successful in China
‘they have in India. VS}e-a_rc being fed with the same lying
yaganda as has done service in fomenting wars in the past,
every effort 15 being made to use the situation in China for

an attack on Russia. The Chinese workers and peasants, we
uld be perfectly conter with thei p;cscn_t_tgosp

: 1 h;%% > mk

‘ the bombard-

L | n 19.5') L L
| . ear when the Morning Post gleefully
-ord ‘murder of 5,000 Chinese, and the bombardment
Nanking a few wecks ago liave been more deadly propa-
da agamnst the foreign Imperialists than could be a ieved
ny years of Communist propaganda; and if a ruthless
comes the Western Powers will have only

' were doomed before the trial opened.

The Anti-Strike Bill.

The Trade Union Bill brought m by the Government 1s
on the lines we expected.  The power to strike is to be hedged
in by so many pains and penalties that the workers will be in
an even more slavish position than they are to-day. Dive reed
from the soil, they have no option but ta beg from the capital-
ists the right to live; but at least they can refuse to accept the
terms offered if they prefer to starve instead. Now even this
right 15 to be taken away from them. On another page we
print an article showing how workers fared under the old Com-
bination Laws. If this Bill passes in its present form, it will
be almost as dangerous to go on strike as it was in those days.
The Conservatives say they merely wish to protect the worker
from the tyranny of the Trade Unions, and to give them the
right to work for whom and on what terms they choose. Con-
servatives posing as the friends of freedom is a sight for the
gods. The General Strike of May last year gave them the
fright of their lives, and if Acts of Parliament can do it, they
hope to make such strikes impossible in future.  But CCONOmIc
pressure is the principal cause of strikes, and no power on c¢arth
will prevent men and women kicking when conditions become
intolerable,  The mismanagement of last year's strike has
depressed the fighting spirit of the workers, who saw all their
cfforts brought to naught by their leaders; but if the Tories
imagine thcy can take advantage of the present pessimism in
the workers’ ranks, we think and hope they are in for a rude
awakening. Up to the present, the workers have put too much
reliance on their leaders. Now that they see so many of them
strutting about as Privy Councillors or as members of Govern-
mental bodies, they must and will rely more on themselves,
and from this spirit we hope for better and more lasting results
than from the futile activities of their representatives in Parlia-
ment. But to fight merely for the right to strike and starve
would be foolish. They must demand and enforce the right
{0 the means of life without having to bow the knee to capitalist
or landlord.

The Bacco-Vanzetti Case.

‘The two Italian Anarchists, Sacco and Vanzetti, who were
tried and convicted 1n 1921 for the murder of a pay roll clerk
and a guard in Massachusetts the previous year, and whose
case has been appealed from Court to Court ever since, have
now been condemned to be electrocuted in the week beginning
July 10. Should this sentence be carried out, it will be the
most dastardly judicial crime in the United States since our
Chicaio comrades were executed on November 11, 1887. Ever
since May 5, 1920, when Sacco and Vanzetti were arrested,
the prosecution has raked the “ underworld ’ to find men and
women who would commit perjury and help to convict these
two men, The trial of Vanzetti alone for an attempted high-
way robbery on December 24, 1019, and the subsequent sen-
tence of twenty-five years’ imprisonment, was the first step in
this diabolical case. Having secured his conviction on this
charge, he was then linked with Sacco on the other charge for
murder, Every effort was made to influence the public and
-the jury against them because they were Anarchists and paci-
fists, and had avoided being drafted into the Army during
he War., Even Judge Thayer showed his ﬁwjudicc against
i during the tmﬁ_e Tn such an atmosphere the accused
Since 1920 the case has
between the defence and the police,
cared that a new trial would expose their infamy. No
of recent years has aroused such world-wide interest in
\bour movement, and workers in every country in the
{ are convinced that our two comrades are victims of one
‘the vilest police plots ever known. The many thousands of
stests which have reached the Governor of Massachusetts

slved itself into a duel
feared that a

during the past few days should make him pause before this
g e bl out, and thus make American “ justice”” stink

Rt

crime is fand it _
in the nostrils of every honest man or woman.
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‘x 7 ‘ teoops and the invaders, a treaty was m de. by the terms of
hY China IS Anl‘i'FOI‘Cign. which the Portupuese were permitted to reniun there upon
- payment of an anpual ground rent 1o the Chinese Govern

_ : =—= meiit, the lutter retaining sovereignty over the termtory L his

1f we wish to find the caunse ol the outburst of hostility treaty wis written in French, |'-<|in};ni-'r. and Chinese, the

1o fUMIgII.{'rF-‘ NOW SWeeping over Chin, we must stucy th French text being the authoritative version. A Roman
history of China's expenience ol the amms and methods of atholic missionary drifted the several texts, and certibed to
foreign Powers.  Lhe story of Britain's Opium Wars 1s tos  their identity an substance,  After a number of years, when

wr:_ll tnown to need retelling ; sufficient to say thiat we forced the tieaty cdme to be ratified, 1t was found that according 1o
::'q'num on the Chinese and seized several ports, now termed.  the French text Clina had 1:-l|1|1]u|-,'|u‘:l all sovereignty over
concessions,'" after slaughtering many thousands of Chinese. Macao, As the Chinese found that the wrong could only be
I'he municipality of Shanghai, dominated by British mer- righted by war, they reluctantly ceded Macao to the Portu-
chants, has been more responsible for the anti-foreign Buese, who for many years nsed it as a base for an infamous
spirit than any other foreigners in the country. After many tralfic in slaves. Chinese were kidnapped and sent by ship-
years of struggle against the opium curse, a bargain was made Joads to labour in the sugar plantations of Cuba and Peru.
between China and Great Brtain in 1007, by which China When the slave trade was stopped, the Portuguese openad
agreed to diminish poppy cultivation for a period of ten years, Macao as a gambling resort, and 1o this day the Portuguese
Great Britain agreeing to a proportional decrease in the im- Government derives a small revenue from those who have the
ports of Indian opium. The bargain was kept, and by 1917 right to establish gambling tables there.

China was almost free from the native-grown drug, and When we read of the methods by which Western Powers
foreign importation into China had practically ended. But have forced these abominable treatics on successive Chinese
these honourable and honest British merchants in Shangha Governments, we can no longer wonder that the latter attach
and other concessions, whilst keeping to the letter of the agree- 1o suncfity to them, and will tear them up a5 soon as they
ment, were treacherous where the spirit of it was concerned,  are strong enough to do so.  All Chinese, Northerners as we 1
At the beginning of the anti-opium campaign in 1007 there as Southerncrs, are agreed on this point, even if they quarrel
were 700 opmm—smoking dens in the native ity of Shanghai, amang themselves, Mr. Holcombe relates that he was once
and 1,600 in the International Settlement, The Chinese (:h;s.ed travelling in Japan with four diplomatists representing Euro-
their dens and shops at once. In the Settlement the dens were  pean, Governments at Tokio. I'Tc remarked to them that @

not closed until two years later, and the number of the shops certain line of action upon the part of China and Japan woul
increased by leaps and bounds, for whereas in January, 1908, best tend to the development of those countries nto great
ere only 87 shops in the Settlement, by April, 1914, nations Whereupon one of the diplomats replied: “ But,
4, the monthly revenue from these shops mereas- monsieur, it is not the policy of my Government to permit the
taels to 10,772 taels (a tael equals about 2s. 6d. %rowlh\ of China or Japan into a first-class Power”' To which
st the import of opium into China proper the other diplomats gave assent. Now that China shows signs
inished from 1907 onwards, the import of British of being able to stand on her own feet, as Japan has done,
“Treaty ports increased in value from £1,031,005 these great Powers are concentrating troops and battleships
to £3,242,002 in 1912-13. and all the diabolical weapons of modern warfare in their

(8 and settlements the Chinese Govern- cfforts to prevent it.

contro its own people, and natives addicted -

ver
ock there in their thousands, and find shops :
BB reel_\% a'tshbm o 'ﬁ1 o dg{l: Tlgs Emerson on Education.
celiigs ol ithe, more inteligent CHNCSE I3 The charm of life is the variety of 1 5
; i . S c i y of penius, these contrasts
~much of _th;_g}lll g&t’st}ﬁ:mﬁgfwnﬁmo?;%% and flavours by which Heaven has modElated the identity of
-Eé"tr%é"%d‘y T}'ig"'ﬁéiﬁdﬁﬁ'jiéﬁ have truth; and there is a perpetual hankering to violate this indi-
ing many years as to how little trust viduality, to warp his ways of thinking and behaviour, fo re-
R JleBr istiers n China. St semble or reflect your thinking and behaviour. A low self-love
! ST d didh . in the parent desires that his child should repeat his character
m asf%‘i“m daﬁ] Gis on?st . and fortune; an expectation which the child, if justice is done
: .a'“;l. DI %exam_ iﬂ“’et him, will nobly disappoint. By working on the theory, that
SUch z,x.'l%rge}_slca}ti. Cch Ve this resemblance exists, we shall do what in us lies to defeat
tﬁe" xgudoe or; hester  his proper promise and produce the ordinary and mediocre. | 1
he writer ths for many  qyffer whenever I see that common SiLEht of a parent or senior
, and Acting Minister imposing his opinion and way of t inking and being on a
young soul to which they are totally unfit. Cannot we let
people be themselves, and enjoy life in their own way? You
are trying to make that man another you. One's enough. Or
we sacrifice the genius of the pupil, the unknown possibilities
‘of his nature, to a neat and safe uniformity, as the Turks
whitewash the cc’n‘stle( mosaics of ancient art which the Greeks
left on their temple walls. Rather let us have men whose
manhood is only the continuation of their boyhood, natural
characters still ; such are able and fertile for heroic action ; and
not that sad spectacle with which we are too familiar, educated
“eyes in uneducated bodies. It does not make us brave or free.
“We teach boys to be such men as we are. We do not teach
them to aspire to be all they can, We do not &we them a train-
ng f we believed in their nobler nature. We scarce educate

~ We do not train the eye and the hand. We exer

ai
their understandings to the apprehension and comparison
some facts, to a skill in numbers, in words; we aim to make
nts, attorneys, engineers; but not to make al:gz;‘
great-hearted men. The '%rea_t object of educatiol
¢ commensurate with the object of ife. It should be
one: to teach self-trust; to inspire the youthful man
: “himself; with a curiosity touching his own
cquaint him with the resources of his mind, and to
at there is all his strength. s
. that our own experience instructs us that the
at : secting the pupil. It is not for
ow. what he shall do. 1t is
]ce(_ly-tohis' own
d too much

the | %m&n;ct
- repetitions. Respect
Trespass not on his

i

Nature lov anﬁld%i'&s; but not
Be not too much his parent.
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Eugenics Run Mad.

In an earlier issue of PREEDOM we drew attention to the
Jegal ¢ompulsory sterilisation of the " unht * in the United
States, but until recently we were unaware ol the extent to
which ‘the virious States of the Union bad adopted the new
law. This information is given in * Eugenical Sterihisation :
1926, by Harry H. Laughlin, published by the American
Eu{:cuics Soctety, New Haven, Connecticut. This book gives
full details of the laws passed for this purpose, and the extent
to which they haye been enforced.  Some lll fteen or more years
ago a Committee was formed to study and to report on the
“hest practical means of cutting off the defective germ-plasm
in the American iyopulation." and it seems that most of the
laws dealing with Sterilisation are based on the report of
this Committee. Indiana was the first State to pass a Sterilisa-
tion Act, in 1007; and since then twenty-thrce of the forty-
cight States have enacted etgenical sterilisation statutes of one
sort or another. At present the Federal Government has left
‘the States to deal with the matter, but Mr. Laughlin hopes
‘that when all or nearly all the States have followed the example
of the others, the Federal Government will be forced to come
into line and deal with those who are not hable under State
Taws. Among these he includes “* immigrants, who personally
are I)‘ilb'le_ to admission, but whose family stock-standards
1 that, under the model State law, they would be con-
sidered potential parents of socially inadequate offspring,"’
“and soldiers and sailors.
Even if the science of eugenics was as well established
“as other sciences, it would be a terrible tyranny to leave indi-
th of members of a profession whose financial
{derin

p with the enforcement of these laws;
e ow little is known on the subject at present,
peration of these laws would be simply an experiment on
bodies of the " down-and-outs."” Mr. Laughlin says that,
‘order to avoid class legislation, sterilisation must be “rigidly
to all members of the same natural classes in the
10 }ﬁu‘ﬁ know only too well how easy it is
immunity from the law in every country,
1925, the Acts haye been enforced to any
States, California, the most reactionary
, heading the list with 4,636 operations out
Nearly half of the victims of this dis-
re women. In most cases the State’s
ely eugenic,”’ but in others it is said

akes sterilisation compul-
men for sheep-stealing;
d not stop sheep-stealing,

an who has suffered this
roved mentally or morally

m

“than “white slavery,” for
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The World of William Clissold.

Cloming only recently |,|---.'-!:a late Mr. Willam lissald™s
world, 1 linve not previously had an apportumty o maling
some sort ol comient upon s clrean, his ecstaty dream, ol
a World Repubil I'iese three volumes came as i r_n,-l-.uml
Reading matter dealing with the very stull of life of so mndi-
vidual and provocative a quality s rare

[ regret Mr. Clissold's untumely detnise exceedmgly. It

wotild have been a pleasure Lo dispute with him, more especially

gty amce Mr. Wells declines o be completely identified with

the ideas of his protégé.  When he dilates, it extreme length,

upon sexual ethics, or, as some critics may say, his lack of

thern, 1 do not quarrel with him, but 1 do want vielently to

quarrel with his advocacy of an open conspiracy to promote

a World Republic roverned by scientific business men. De-

lightfully and snu\'fhy as this idea is outlined and propagated,

amiable and efficient as we are told these superhuman business
men mn{y be, | feel that both the system and the men are anti-

physical and completely opposed to that condition of con-
tinual flow and urge to change of which Nature is the parent
and “onlie begetter.”! Any system that mvolves subjection
and slavery—and by slavery | mean not toil alone, but years,
lifetimes, of ceaseless repetition, of dull monotonous tasks
with no ulppnrlunily of changing the course of one's life; never
a possibility of mentially and physically adventuring afresh
it this strange welter of life—any system that mvolves this
soul-rending, maddening material monotony, is mental and
physical slavery, whatever means may be used to disguise the
¢hains. I do not overlook the material inducements this dream
may be decked out in, the short hours, the frequent leisure,
the societies that will beneyolently promote communal games,
community singing, Morris dancing (God preserve us!), and
music ; and here, Mr. Clissold, what will you say if these mis-
guided slaves prefer jazz to Gounod, or is it Debussy #—I do
Aot overlook the seductive quality of these bribes; for a time
they may be successful, but there is no outlet in this material-
istic, scientific dream for the drama of man's struggle with
life and his desire to attain, in his own way, a mugc of per-
sonal expression seculiar to him. At times this desire; this
urge, this compe ling force that needs freedom, 1s akin to
madness, the g}urious intoxication that drove coarse unlettered
men Lo the barricades, drove them to risk their lives, their all,
to destroy the boring tyranny of the established. To tame
souls like Mr. C]issolg, this is incomprehensible; this spectacle
of individual man struggling desperately toward a dimly
apprehended ideal is something beyond his conception.

Whether material slavery approaches under the guise of
centralised States, scientific management, Communist, Social-
ist, or Fascist government, is no matter; whatever their form,
they inevitably and unalterably involve the subjection and
meek submission of the great mass of humanity.

Man’s most priceless possession, the very stuff of his indi-
vidual life, 1s this insurgent, cven irrational, urge to do as he
wishes despite all outer corporate bodies that would use him
a.gg.;ﬂst the desires of his own ego. The decline of this urge
within
N

the individual would mean that the life-force, or
Nature, had decided to relegate man to the scrap-heap of dis-
carded experiments, whilst 1t moves on to somec other mode
of expression more suited to its purpose of continual change.
‘Mr. Clissold may have at some time been other than a tame
armchair philosopher, but in his declining iécarg he had lost
sight of his nd become a materialist.  Ifor myself, T find
toarer to the truth when he sings the praises of

es ﬂs earth’s contentment in the pen,

Anilnﬂ s the w;f;_ﬂ_d’sﬂ;n mﬁtice and 1s wmthf@l

~ And flinging off youth’s happy promise, les
Up to some breach, despising earthly th?ngs,-

And, in contempt of hell and heaven, dies

Rather than bear some yoke of priests or kings.”

 thoughts as these are not for the

ed and shabby ti%(_:rs who

vity with its regular meals

ther than beat life out on the bars of

e more - for the great and glorious com-

gent, the very salt of the earth '
L= A. B. MACF
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China To-day—As

With huge labour and amid unspeakable confusion, for
the selting is a strange one and the machinery for its arrange-
ment old-fashioned and inadequate, @ new scenc in Life's
never-ending drama 1s b::u:F staged. With much difficulty the
new actors are rehearsing their virious parts, for the language
used is often strange, and the seript hard to decipher. Never-
theless, under the whip of necessity they are learning fast, it
being clear to all that the old entertainment no longer draws,
and that the audience which hisses to-day may send them
running for their lives to-morrow.

The one thing that can be said with assurance about the
present situation 15 that there is a gcncral breaking-up, and
that desperate efforts to postpone the inevitable are being made,
That the breaking-up 15 inevitable no reflective person any
: er doubts; and it is to be remembered that, whatever else
‘think of them, the ruling classes are, as compared with

the masses, reflective. It is essential to their safety that they
look ahead and plan; foresee danger and gudrd against
ield where | ng pays, and suppress with pitiless severity

3 at o be the wiser course. This is the settled
strategy adopted long ago, and followed now with the per-
sistent_energy natural to those who have their all at stake.
) et us not doubt it for a moment, in the eyes of those
defence of the existing order, the present

: ~ To them the onc thu:ig

ia To-morrow ?

. ie masses shall not get out of han
| not take the bit between their teeth and bolt,
riders God knows where, and finally unhorsing

what the masses have been showins
“to do within the last few hundre

. are little more than
e was that revolution
call the Protestant Re-
portals of free thought, and
rth. Of great significan

: P 0
more fateful in all
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of Line cansent to L ' I

1 owe Inchn hs (e Llires ed AL

and it 15 hard to beheve that they will b iented r all
time Lo play the part ol British money-bag And what apglk

to Ching and India apphies with equal torce to Africa, and ‘o
the mtiitary Jmpenalism the United States 1s tryimng Lo estab
lish in Mexico, Central and South America, as she has estat
lished them already i the Philippines, Cuba, and  other
pPosSess101S acqiuired as spotls from Spam 1 ,|p5:!|- 1o all

n a sword, fr,[;{ml
Y an ecOnomnmi
and therefore undemocralic

Imperialisms, every one ol whi
and thrust mto the hands ol
system founded on human slavery,
and completely out of date

It is preposterous that either Governments or indhviduals,
pooling their economic forces and enhisting i their support
the military and other powers modern Governments have at
their command, should be allowed to annex this globe, fence
in as their private preserves its inexhaustible resources, and shut
the gates of economic independence against the disinherited
millions, who have, and eventually wilf'nw-ri at any cost, an
equal right to life. It is ridicnlous that a people so virile and
celf-assertive as we IEnghsh have been :ahf_\uld find its very
existence dependent on the capture and control of foreign
markets that can be compelled to absorb the products our
factory slaves, driven inexorably by hunger to their thankless
toil, pour ont in such profusion. And to the maintenance of
these and similar absurdities the ruling classes of all Imperial-
isms stand pledged. By sheer force ol arms; hy sccret treaties
that depend for their validity on force of arms, and by what
is called diplomacy, but is always the mailed fist concealed
within the velvet glove, they grab territory from the weaker
nations, that they mniay enjoy a monopoly of its natural
vesources, convert them into saleable comme wlities by the use
of cheap native labour, or obtain for a mere song the raw
material on which their own factory slaves are set to work.

This system, as barbarous as it 1s stupid, is breaking down,
and nothing else could be expected. As every one knows, the
world's markets are habitually averstocked, and it has become
necessary to restrict production, to form colossal combinations
which are simply economic dictatorships, and to throw on the
scrap-heap millions of formerly independent producers and
distributors, now rendered superfluous, and treated accord-
ingly. Such a system—if system it can be called—responds
in no way to Life’s most elemental needs, and therefore is
Hoomed. Y1t hias hecome a straitjacket, and mankind will be
compelled to burst it all to pieces. Toward that end humanity
is now struggling cnergetically, and as the pressure grows more
and more unbearable it will struggle with constantly-increasing
and invincibie ferocity. However mnstilutionalf'y timid he
may be, the cornered rat will fight. However unwclcome the
new birth, at the appointed time it comes. The pity of it.is
that the vast masses of mankind, trained to servile obedience
and unaccustomed to facing realities, still imagine that these
fundamental issues can be od%ccl;while the governing classes
are determined that, if possible, they shall So long as
Cerberus merely growls, they throw him sops. If he breaks
away and becomes really dangerous, they apparently propose
to kill him.

Iy rests up

CGzovernmenis b

Transition periods are proverbially E)ain ful, and the one
through which we are now passing, implying as it does far-
reaching changes, is certain to be exceptionally agonising. We
should aim to shorten it as much as possible, and, by bringing
all our intelligence to bear on it, facilitate the new birth. For
clear, straight, well-informed, and fearless propaganda, the
need was never great_nr than it is to-day. At present there is
chaos, but out of that chaos, if we are true to ourselves, light
and life will come. W..GC 0.
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_ “Anarchism from Proudhon
Evolution |

& theyearsdrﬁg %

merely

of which 1t trggtr: laid the foundation
movement, with all the schisms an
sophies amid which we of

tariat made determined
that still helds it with an
ended, for the moment,
struggle, and by the sever
d been a far too easy optumism,
least, some inkling of the sternness of the qu:
they were engaged, and were taught by the rude
tical experience that only on themselves coul
intensity of the ci)re?.sur'e forced them to probe be
face, and stirred into extraordinary activity a num
ceptionally brilliant minds. Thanks to the persis
and penetrating eye of Max Nettlau, a full and
of those probings is now at our command ; :
I speak of his work as necessary. It suppl :
to labyrinths in which the vast majority still wq
It enables the serious student to pass those discri tin
ments on which alone unshakeable conviction and fruitfi
action can be based. Armed with this knowledge, he becomes
a power. Without it he remains little better than a reed shaken
by every gust of passing passion. 3~

In the voluminous writings of Marx, Proudhon, and
Bakunin the social question is explored from almost every
anﬁlc, and Nettlau’s citations of their a‘ddr_ésscs,_fzubficanons,
and most intimate correspondence enable us to follow ste by
step the paths of their researches. However, before making
from them such limited quotations as our space permits, let
me translate a few lines from Nettlau himself, as proof that
the problems that confronted them were just such as we our-
selves have still to solve. In an introductory chapter he
writes :—

“The year 1848 had thrown up to the surface threc main
questions, which stood in one another's way and were ex-
ploited by the enemy. The simultaneous desire to limit the
power of the State, to secure or strengthen national independ-
ence, and to mitigate the boundless domination of the bour-

eoisie clashed with one another, for their realisation would
ave led at once to a weakening and a strengthening of the
State. Inasmuch as the existing Stale organisations were not
shaken seriously, and inasmuch as everywhere they were the
main props of the counter-revolutionary movement, the speedy
result of all these struggles was a decisive defeat for Socialism
(in June, 1848) and a heightened Nationalism and new
Casarism, which were the forerunners of contemporary Fascism
and Napoleonic Kaiserdom, During a period of from twelve
to fifteen years Socialism was reduced to dull silence.”

Surely those are pregnant lines, and most applicable to
the situation now facing us, To-day the more thoughtful
among the Socialists view with ill-disguised alarm the tower-
ing figure of the State—that Frankenstein their own party
nourished so trustingly and so largely brought to birth. In
this country the so-called Left Wingers, tired at last of sterile
Parliamentary tallk and longing for some kind of action, find
the police, increased constantly in numbers and with continually
enlarged authority, barring the way. ‘They see the Army and

Navy ready to turn their guns upon the rebel, and such politi-
cal liberties as they formerly enjoyed filched from them by
despotic legislation, It is becoming more and more difficult
for them to believe in the State as Labour's redeemer, and they
edge farther and farther away from the MacDonalds and the
Showdens who still preach that decadent doctrine.  More-
over, those gentlemen can have no real belief i their own
shibboleths, for they were formerly Liberals, and Liberals
stood pledged to the cortailment of State authority. Thus the
Socialists of today are merely repeating the disastrous his-
tory of their prmh-ur-c-nr-.l as Nettlau has sketched it in the
|:,:r',l;:r.lp|| quoted above

Apain, take the case of the Trade Untons.  Anarchists
put thewr trust in revolutionary thought, and rely on Labour,
when onee saturated with s h thought, tar its tran Jation into
action But our Trade Umons it asunder by the con
flicting doctrines of trusting to the State and relying on theit

-
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The major portion of this volume is
an audacious, energetic, and far-sighted
tence from the address to ish worker
the conference of the Inte
give in a very few words 10ise. _

ition. It runs: “ Workers! Strike the iron while
Federate on a revolutionary basis in order that you
unc_tingklilera-ble; and, since you have _ es
is hostile and opposed to justice for )le—
even more than persons—and your Revolution m
signal and beginning of the émancipation of the op !
throughout the world.” Tt may be not uninteresting to note
that 1 a letter to Engels, dated Aungust 31;3‘1869 Karl Mar
stigmatised this address, which Bakunin had
hand in editing, as “idiotic” Or, again, in an :
memorating Baudin's death, we find Bakunin declarin
who says State says Fortress; says the :fOFCIbl_C‘SE‘E)__ '
one portion of mankind from all the rest; says rivalry,
tition, and permanent war as between the various Stal
conquest, robbery, and the patriotic glorification o slaught
at home and abroad ; says the oppression and legally regulated
explotation of the working population for the benefit of the
rufin minority.” Let any reasonably well-informed man sur-
vey the situation in which our civilisation finds itself at this
very moment, and then ask himself candidly how far Bakunin
missed the marle

There might also be quoted a passage in which Bakunin
decliared emphatically \hz\l'th wits not a Communist but a Col-
lectivist, believing in the annihilation of Special Privilege, by
which the road to co-operation on the grandest scale would be
thrown open.  What he hated above everything was the centra-
Jisation of power, which divides humanity into two classes, the
rulers and the ruled; thereby reduces the worker to impotence,
and robs the werld revolutionary movement of all its natural
strength.

In conclusion, Ii can only repeat that it seems 1o me in-
valuable, precisely beciause it gives a carefully-documented
account uﬂ the revolutionary thought thrown up by a great
revolutionary period which was unquestionably tllc forerunner
of that into w‘u’rh, but on i vastly grander scale, we ourselves
are now about to pass. It s the thought that is allsimportant;
for in proportion as thought is strong and brave it will be
simple, and by that very fact will be casily comprehended by
the masses, Meanwhile, if the world needs movers, surely it
needs even more movers of tHe movers; those who, having
already carefully explored the various trails, can march confis
dently ahead, knowing that they are steering straight for the
AN nted -__;..,|'| l‘||'|_\' bv study of the past can one hecome i
competent ruide to the future, ause | helieve this book
will helo to make i ampetent T recommend t. 1TF
hl e into English W G0,

and bec
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From beginning to end, there is no feeling of our n:
agamst which ascet lgv..-;smhas g?rﬁeso dea n,s%tgas the sex
mstiict. It has spoken of it always as one of '-!ﬁtf;c? |
pleasures 5 it has treated it as somethin,
vilified, slighted. It has regard
ashamed of, a faculty allied to all things.
cvil-—a mark, as it were, of our “ fallen’

I maintain, on the contrary, that everythin :
ennobling in our nature slpz_:ing3 diréctly out :-o'i'g th
mstinct.  Its alliance is wholly with whatever is pu d
most beautiful within us. To it we owe our love of bright

colours, graceful form, melodious sound, rhythmical motion.
To it we owe the evolution of music, -'of p@eh}y,of Tomance,
of

of belles lettres; the evolution of pa:iﬂ_t"izng',,;\ _sculpture, of

decorative art, of dramatic enfertainment. To it ‘we owe the

entire existence of our wsthetic sense, which is, in the last
resort, a secondary sexual attribute. From it springs the love
of beauty ; around it all beautiful a:ts-still._circlg:_r'a;sutﬁzg. tre.
Its subtle aroma pervades all literature. And to it too

owe
the paternal, maternal and marital relations; the growth of
the affections, the love of little pattering feet and baby laugh-
ter; the home, with all the associations that cluster around it;
in one word, the heart and all that is best in it. Our ®sthetic
emotions, our family and social affections, our arts, our loves
——these are part of our debt to what asceticism would tell us
are our “lower " faculties. i

If we look around among the inferior animals, we shall
see that the germs of everything which is best in humanity
took their rise with them in the sexual instinct. The song of
the nightingale or of Shelley’s skylark is a song that has Eeen
acquired b_fr the bird himself to charm the ears of his attentive
partner. The chirp of the cricket, the cheerful note of the
grasshopper, the twittering of the sparrow, the pleasant caw
of the rookery—all these, as Darwin showed, are direct pro-
ducts of sexual selection. Every pleasant sound that greets
our ears from hedge or copse ina, summer walk has the self-
same origin. .

f we were to take away from the country the music con-
ferred upon it by the sense of sex, we should have taken away
every vocal charm it }msesscs, save the murmur of the brooks
and the whispering of the breeze through the leaves at evening.
No thrush, no linnet, no blackbird would be left us; no rattle
of the nightjar over the twilight fields; no chirp of insect, no
chatter o? tree-frog, no ery of cuckoo from the leafy covert.
The whipipoor-wil and the bobolink would be mute as the
serpent.  Luvery beautiful voice in wild nature, from the mock-
mg-hird to the cicala, is in essence a love-call: and without
such love-calls the music of the fields would be mute, the forest
would be silent.

Not otherwise is it with the beauty which appeals to the eye.
Every lovely ohject in organic nature owes its loveliness direct
to sexual selection. The whole wwsthetic sense in animals had
this for 1ts origin. Every spot on the feathery wings of butter-
flies was thus produced; every eye on the gorgeous glancing
plumage of the peacock, The bronze and golden beetles, the
flashing blue of the dragon-fly, the brilliant colours of tropical
moths, the lamp of the glow-worm, the gleaming light of the
firefly in the thicket, spring from the same source.  The
infinite variety of crest and gorget among the iridescent hum-
ming birds; the glow of the trogon, the barbets among the
palm biossoms; the exquisite plumage of the birds of paradise;
the ball-and-socket ornament of the argus pheasant; the in-
finite hues of parrot and macaw ; the strange hll of the gaudy
toucan, and the crimson wattles of the turkey, still tell one
story. The sun-birds deck themselves for their courtship in
ruby and topaz, in chrysophrase and sapphire. IEven the
antlers of the deer, the twisted horns of antelopes, and the
graceful forms or dappled coats of so many other mammals
have been developed in like manner by sexual selection.

The very fsh in the sea show similir results of asthetic
preferences. — The butterfly fins of the gurnard and the court-
g colours of the stickleback have but one explanation. I need
not elaborate this point; Darwin has already made it familiar
to most of us, Throughout the animal world, almost every
beauliful hue, almost every decorative adjunct, 15 traceable to
the action of these " lower ™ passions. Animals are pleasing
to the eye just in proportion to the amount of wsthetic selection

that their mates have exercised upon them ; and they are most
pleasing of all when most sexnally vigorous, especially at the
( ||11'._-|||.||l||:: paoant of the PrRUTINE senson

Everybody Kknows how love, in one furm or another,
ubtly animates all our romatice and all o poelry § our ‘i,||»].}r..
md onr Catullus, our Antony and Cleomatra, our Romen and
ubiet, our Othel s nd Desdemona, our Faust and Miarguerite,

impurity and danger of sex began with the savage.

find ar life
sBpicuous part, you ma
yron, a Rossetti, a [
lith of these “loy eli
of them. In contemporary lite
despise “ mere sex,” think -
from Swinburne and Har
What say you, Le Galli T
when you get a great Qget,_. 15
him rebelling against “ Whatever h
purity, and place, and innocence.” ~ Ever
when you get a great soul, like good g
vou find hun proclaiming with a trumpe e
wnour and dignity of all'our menibers and our function
And who, on the other hand, are they that dare to
this mother-sense of the','aﬁqumnswf X« I
The lean and 'Hajg‘ardf“\asuqhm of the The
Antonies, pursued by swinish dreams . _
the monks and nuns of the Middle Ages; the like-minc
fanatics of the nineteenth century. The idea of the :

fnd hoon

its fancied perils 15 the object of all initiations and i
Repression and mutilation were enjoined on priests. Asceticism
hates the light, the air, the tub, the sunshine It hates social
life, wide sympathy, broad thought, intellectual freedom. It
hates painting and sculpture, nude limbs of classic nymphs,
romance and poetry, the drama, the dance, innocent love,
mnocent pleasure. It refuses and restrains, It worships its
pain-loving %od with painful exercises. It works out its own
salvation in fear and trembling; its own selfish salvation is all
it cates for. It dwells in bare whitewashed cells of dreary
monasteries, scourging its own shoulders with the thong of
St. Dominic, or “turning the treadmill of repeated prayer.”
It substitutes for culture, msthetic fecling, the domestic svm-
pathies and expansive sentiments, its own vile ideal of salva-
tion by self-torture. | . . :
The hedonist, therefore, recognises in the sex-instinet the
origin and basis of all that is best and highest within us. He
is not ashamed of it, like the hermits who find that uncleanli-
ness is next to godliness, and hold fresh linen an abomination.
He is not afraid of it, like the timid moralists who think our
instinets and impulses were given us by heaven in order that
we might disobey them. Tle faces facts, and fears no phan-
toms.  His object will always be so to use these functions as
not to abuse them, either by enforced abstinence or by acquies-
cence in o hateful 7égime of vice, disease, and practical slayery
for a large body of women. Tle knows that to be pure is not
to be an anchorite, and that chastity means a profound dis-
inclination to give the body where the heart is not given in

unison.— GRANT ALLEN.
The Mutualist.
Mutualism-—The Doctrine of Individoal Liberty, Political
and Economie Justice.
Edited by Epwarn ¥, FurTtoN
Bi-Monthly. Singls copy, 20 cents, Subscription, $1.00 per year,
1827, Prosrecr Avexue, Crntow, Towa, US A,
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Tories Want Com

___ Probably the most serious event in.
Trades Union Movement in Great Brit
the Combination Laws in 1709. P
licy of the different Governments to
illegal to combine in given trades and cal
for this was alleged to be t 1at it was the
ment to fix the conditions of industry, and
interference by combinations of workers w
the end of the eighteenth century, however, i
wide sense, by local authorities under "Act of Par
long fallen into disuse, and, in some cases, the Combina
Laws were not enforced. There are instances where the Gov-
ernment recognised Trades Union agitations and granted
demands for legislation. : _ 1, £01 04l r
at is humorously described as “ free contract” was in
general operation during the last years of the century. -
1700, fearful of the contagion of the French Revolution and
of the rapid growth of Unionism among the textile workers of
Yorkshire and Lancashire, the Government introduced a gene-
ral Combination Law, the effect of which was to make all
Trades Unionism penalisable as an act of sedition against the
State. . . This law was rushed on to the Statute Book
without so much as giving those concerned an opportunity of
making a protest. Within twenty-four days after its introduc-
tion into the House of Commons it had “received: the Royal
Assent. Only one Union, the Calico Printers’ Society in Lon-
don, had the opportunity of petitioning against the measure,
and in their objection they stated that although the Bill pro-
fessed merely “to prevent unlawful combinations,” it created
“mnewcrimes of so indefinite a nature that no one journeyman
or workman will be safe in holding any conversation with
another on the subject of his trade or employment.” No other
Unions took action, and the Bill, unaltered, passed into law.
In 1800 the Act was reaffirmed. Subsequently it was supple-
mented by strained interpretations of the common law and of
ancient statutes, and in 1819 (four years after Waterloo had
“freed” Europe from French militarism) by the infamous
“Six Aets" which made all public meetings illegal, enabled
magistrates to search for arms, compelled all working-class
papers to pay a crushing stamp duty, and harshened the law
of seditious libel. Under these oppressive laws thousands of
workers were imprisoned and deported, Unions were broken
up and their funds sequestrated.

One or two cases of persecution will show how these Acts
were used by the exploiters to injure Unionism and to ward off
strikes. In 1817 illm Bolton constables, hearing by accident
that ten delegates of the calico Printcrs from various parts of
the Kingdom were to meet on New Year's Day, arrested them
and seized their papers. They were given three months' gaol
although no dispute with the employers was in progress. In
1816 seven scissor grinders were sentenced to three months'
gaol for belonging to a “ Misfortune Club” which paid out-
of-work benefit. In 1812 the employers in the Secottish weav-
ing industry refused to accept the rates which the Justices had
declared to beé fair. Workers on 40,000 looms Strick. The
Government straightway arrested their central committee of
five and gave them from four to eighteen months' imprison-
ment. The Weavers' Association was afterwards broken up.
These cases conld be multiplied indefinitely,

Of course, apologists for the Combination Laws say that
they also applied to the emplovers. This was so in the letter
but not in the fact. Lord ["rnnr:isljeffrey. speiaking at a dinner
to Joseph Hume, the great Radical politician and writer, said :
“ A single master was at liberty at any lime to turn off the
whole of his workers at once—100 to 1,000 in number—if they
would not accept the wiges he chose to offer, But it was made
an offence for the whole of the workers 1o leave that master
at once if he refused to give the wages they chose to I‘t‘t]t!irt‘."
Sydney Webh, n his “ History of Trade Unionism,”" says
that, “ During the whole epoch of repression, whilst thousanes
of journeymen suffered for the crime of combination, there is
absalutely no case on record in which an
punished for the same offence”

Fhese Combination Laws were repenled mainly |I'lru1u.:h
the instrumentality of Francis Plice, a master tailor in London,
whose work for Uniomism and the freedom to organise should

ol

employer was

be more widely known and appreciated by the Movement. e
wis first moved to work for the repeal of these laws by the
atrocions treatment of some printers emploved by the e
newsaner About this lie *The cruel |\|'|:-.r' ubions ot
the journeymen prranters on b [imes new fEper an 181 were
carciedd t i almost ancredibile extent [l Fll-‘.l:r wha triec

| el el wome of them i Lwimmon Sergeant of

i f &
think only in t
social disco}:lt'gn bein,

and, after lying for three year:

: n wha
imprison-confinement, they have n ¢

years’ imprisonment ! The infamous “ '
which prisoners can be shot down under they

were trying to escape, is still in operation, and for who
have the courage to protest against authoritarian injustice there
18 NO mercy. ' i e

The question that harasses us incessantly is—Wh
be done?  According to this manifesto, all radical labour
arganisation has been effectively suppressed, and our Parisian
comrades state that they have gone to the extreme edge of
their possibilities in their efforts to collect money for and ather-

Thisy D Cmb e

wise relieve the unspeakable hardships to which the i

and those dependent dn them, are subjected,

are largely helpless, because they are refugees i a country
now passing through a most serious industrial crisis; and when
Frenchmen find it impossible to get a job, the foreigner, especi-
ally when under a cloud and shadowed by the police, has
hardly any show. They appeal, therefore, to International
lLabour; but International Labour is itself struggling desper-
ately against huge seas of troubles, and has the utmost diffi-
culty in keeping its own head above the water. For our own
part, what can we do apart from giving this manifesto, and
athers of a like character, all the publicity at our command,
and urging those who can assist to do so immediately and to
the utmost of their power ?

We may be certain that conditions will become worse
everywhere until the masses take the situation firmly in hand,
and bring about those fundamental changes which alone can
make them better. Spain, for example, is a thoroughly
decadent Power, and it is the frantie struggle of her rulers to
save themselves from the extinction awaiting them that makes
them more pitiless than the grave. The law is universal, and
the entire Imperialistic and Capitalistic system, in proportion
a5 it finds_the ground slipping from beneath its feet, avill
go back without a moment's hesitation on all its libertarian
promises, and stick at nothing (o prolong its life.  Wall Mili-
tarism let go because the majority desires it?  Will Caste
voluntarily abandon its special privileges, and admit to its
exclusive circle the proletariat now beginning to thunder at
its gates?  Can we imagine Big Business throwing up its
hitnds under the influence of humanitarian sentiment? Such
questions answer themselves, and only one answer is possible,

The contest between the dying régime and its legitimate

SHCCCSSOr M™m omne ol -r1('1|;,[li|, and so L-I:;_f 45 We remain Lfl(‘
weker, we shall be erushed. 11 we have not already learned
that lesson, we are unteachable, and all our past sulferings
have been in van Meanwhile, every possible assistance shiould
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We are still desperately in need of finar
but of even greater importance is an in :
circulation of FREE: ' ;

EET £ ’.- oW X g
of interest in ﬂnard‘fiﬁf‘n-, ?%Mﬂcr

Help s

For this purpose we ask our readers to take par ign
to push the sale of the paper at meetings an er the

workers congregate.  Years ago at {:?@3{" la _ - in
London and the provinces comrades used to have YOM
and Anarchist books and pamphlets for sale, with the result
that our sales were almost double what they are to lay. Why
15'it that comrades are so seldom doing this good work now:

%) i.;'?:
Again, there are newsagents in every large town who stock
Labour papers, Socialist papers, and Communist Fg But
how often do we find FREEDOM in these shops? It would not
be very difficult to get newsagents to stock our paper providing
it was on sale or return, and that someone would take the
trouble to collect unsold copies and send us the cash. We
cannot expect newsagents to go to much trouble to push an
Anarchist paper, but we fecl certain that few of them would
refuse to stock it S .
If comrades will canyass newsagents and send us the
addresses of all those who are willing to place it on sale, we
will send them a dozen copies of each issue, on sale or r urn
direct from the office. But comrades must undertake to c'l[‘e_’{:}i
unsold copies, and send us the cash every three months, =
We will alsosend six copies or a dozen or two dozen on
sale or return to anyone willing to undertake to sell them at
meetings or Trade Union branches, The price is 13d. per
copy, post free, for small or large quantities, but we give
thirteeen copies for 1s5. 6c.  These are also the terms for news-
agents.

Who will give FREEDOM

a helping hand in this way?
It means a little hard work, but we hope to find many to whom
this will be no obstacle. Tt is not everyone who can afford to
send money to us, but it is in everyone's power to work for
FREEDOM and Anarchism,

This month’s issue is an excellent number, and would be
a good introduction to our paper. We have printed more
than our usual circulation, and haye copies on hand we can let
you have as soon as we hear from you.

Now for a united and persistent effort by one and all.
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