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NOTES.

The Naval Conference.

This Conference, originally called for the purpose of the
limitation of the navies of Great Britain, the United States,
and Japan, has been a perfect farce so far—though it may
have a tragic ending. Instead of discussing as to how few
ships each country should Rave, the question now 1s as to how
many they shall be allowed. The whole of the meetings have
been occupied by acrimonious discussions, and the press in each
of the three countries has been publishing insinuations as to
the bonesty and sincerity of the other fellows. Each one says
he merely wants security, and it looks as though they all want
security agamst each other.  The talk has been about big
crmsers and small cruisers, cruisers for defence and cruisers
for offence, small submarines and large submarines, global
. age, Sin. guns uns, and the naval experts on each

dicted the naval experts on the other side.
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The Revolt in Vienna,

The sudden and serious outhreak of rioting which took
place in Vienna on July 15 is a sign that the temper of the
workers had been rising for some time and only wanted a
spark to set it alight, The aggressive methods of the Fascists
or Monarchists had been resented for some time, and when
three Fascists shot down two Socialists from a window in
Schaatendorf, in Burgenland, last January, anger rose 1o boil-
ing point, and only subsided when the three men were
arrested and put on trial for murder. The Fascists have
always huad influential supporters in govenng circles, and 1t
is evident that pressure was hrought to bear on the judges who
conducted the trial, with the result that the Fascists were
acquitted, although there was no doubt as to their guilt, When
the acquittal became known a mass demonstration of protest
was organised before the Ministry of Justice, It is said that
the demonstrators were quite peaceful until the police rode in
amongst them. The workers attacked the police and drove
them away, and then wreaked their vengeance on the Ministry
of Justice. Legal documents, correspondence, books, furni-
ture, and many other things were thrown out of the windows
and burnt, and the building set on fire. The police, havin
been armed, returned and fired on the crowd, with the result
that about 80 were killed and hundreds wounded. A general
strike of 24 hours was ordered, and every industry, trains,
trams, and all postal and telegraph services sto dead.
The resignation of the Chancellor and the Chiet of Police
was demanded, but was refused, the Government having got
the upper hand again. The usual nonsense has been talked
in the press about the revolt being engineered by Moscow, but
it is evident that it was merely an outbreak of popular indig-
nation at the acquittal of the three Fascists ané\ had no revo-
Jutionary significance. The workers of Vienna simply took
the matter nto their own hands for once and ignored their
leaders, who have now restored order and discipline.

“The Reckless Young Devils.”

T.ord Thomson, who was Secretary of State for Air in
tht_:f Labour Government, was speaking at the London Labour

thou

v's Summer School, at Guildford, on July 15, and
thought it an opportune occasion to give his opinion on the
work of the Ministry of which he had charge in 1024. He
was very enthusiastic about the “reckless young devils” be-
tween the ages of 15 and 16 recruited for the Royal Air
Force, and said “ they would break their necks on the road if

they did not do it in aeroplanes.” This must have been
very cheerful news to any mothers of aviators who were present.

so very anxious about our “dangerously small ™
t thought we had at least ten years of peace before
“hoped we would turn those years to good account. He
tly looks forward to an incréase of the Army. In the
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The Tenth Anniversary of the

Russian Revolution.

It is only & few months now to the tenth anmversary of
the October Revolution. Great preparations are being made
by the Communist Party and Government of Russia for the
celebration of the important event. Numerous committees are
at work to make the day the most memorable in the annals of
Soviet Russia, and to demonstrate to the country and to the
world at large the achievements of the first decade of
Bolshevik rule.

* There is no doubt that the October Revolution was the
most significant social upheaval known in human history. It
‘broke all the moulds of established society—not merely politi-
cal forms, as was the case in previous revolutions, but the very
economic foundations that support human slavery and
‘oppression.
~ The spiritual achievements of the Revolution are tremend-
ous, their ultimate effects immeasurable. It sounded the libera-
tion of a million-headed people that for centuries had been
held in bondage. It opened vistas of a new civilisation of
‘human brotherhood, and freedom. And it lit the
aspiration for all the peoples of the world.
ut a short spanin the life of a country.
_sighted and unfair to judge the potentialitics
jer actual achievements within the past ten
ential characteristics of Russian life since
serve as an indication of the dominant
the country.
a detailed review of the first
y for an approximate estimate
ng that period. It is the fundamental
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['he annmiversary ol the Revolution can be celehi ied « “Il.\f'
by a revivial of the spirit that 18 now being crushed by the
Bolshevik Government It can be celebrated y fore-
swearing tyranny and terror, anel by reéturning to i people

their liberties and sell-determina

the fruits of the Revolution
masters getting ol the

In short, by the Bolshewik
people’s back

The first step on this road s the absolute abolition of the
system of suppression and persecution, and the immediate and

1on

unconditional liberation of the political prisoners Not a
fake liberation of the men and women suftering 1of opInion's
sake, not an “administrative” liberation that will leave the
prison’ doors open for their foreed return under some new

Pcheka pretext. But an actual liberation guaranteed by the
elimination of the least semblance of political persecution.
Thus only can the great October Revolution be fAttingly com-
memorated in spirit and in deed.

™ - * -

that be done? Hardly. Certainly not ull the
Russian people themselves compel the Government to do so.
Meanwhile 1‘101.5;111(}:-, of politicals are rotting in the dungeons
of the Tcheka or drag out their miserable existence in the hell-
hole of the Solovetsky lslands, in the prisons, concentration
gamps, and exile in tﬁc most forsaken regions of the Arctic
zone of Northern Russia and Siberia.

It would seem that it were sufficient merely to mention
such a terrible state of affairs in an allegedly " revolutionary ”
country to rouse the indignation of every fair-minded man
and woman, and to awaken the conscience of humanity to a
liberating deed. But the cries of the yictims tortured 10
Bolsheviﬁ prisons and “isolators” remain unheard. Their
far-off voices are drowned in the tritmphant clamour of the
:lunolugists for the terrorism and tyranny of Communist
Yascism, Where is the George Kennan to light the torch of
fearless truth in Darkest Russia of to-dayi

The political martyrs in Russia_and Siberia need vour
moral as well as material aid. The Relief Fund of the Inter-
national Working Men’s Association is exerting its utmost
efforts to help. For that help we depend upon you, friends
and sympathisers, for without your active support of this
w‘r_prr-hg'_ cause the imprisoned and exiled politicals in Russia
would be doomed to perish from cold and hunger. The
allowance thal the exiled receive from the Bolshevik Govern-
ment is actually about onefifth of what it was under the
Romanoy régime. In the Turukhan District (North-Western.
Siberia), for instance, the politicals used to receive under the
Tsar 15 roubles per month for thewr support. To-day they get
only 6 roubles and 25 kopecks, while the purchasing value of
the rouble is now only about one-third of pre-war days. The
Tsar was certainly none too generous to the revolutionists.
But to-day they are practically condemned to death from
hunger. Consider then how vital is your help!

Summer. is a very critical time in the work of relief,
56 12& the hot months activities in our movement
fall off, and our Fund receives but few contributions.
herefore suggest to the various Red Cross and Aid
eties on whose co-operation we depend, as well as to all
: to exert themselves to enable us fo
d exiles in Russia. Pienics, entertain-
would prove a source of income in
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Is Capitalism Dying

Everywhere, and perhaps more particularly -in this
country, discontent is increasmg ; and by no possibility could
it be otherwise. The economic condition of our masses 13
-agpall-ing, and never have they felt so keenly the msecunity of

position. This makes for a recklessness from which
hitherto our workers have been singularly free. On the other
‘hand, never did the rich flaunt their wealth so nsolently ; all
‘which is chronicled exultingly by the daily press and discussed
‘bitterness by the im ed. Brooding on these con-

ts men g mad, and when madness sets in anything may

over, Man is not merely a stomach. The poor Lave
1d never were those feelings outraged more brutally
to-day, Men loathe the spy and the informer,
?  on and informed against at every
d regulated as Englishmen
‘this is generating a mass ol hatred
because it 1s accumulating slowly,
jopenly, as yet.

system 1s working with in-
‘that its proper destination 15
rid of it until we have
t must .Fo, So far as we
the Trade Unions, the
outspoken comrades, the

drawing near.
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1 51 el & -drmy Maoreover, 1l It now at i i i
hupe :ll'.:l'-.l'-l rptic machine thal ipervises the enfire o
‘\f.'ll'n' maskes and s .|'|\'|r Lo entorce llil‘.-'.h!'ll'.l;'. obedienc

its e Fhrough the meshes of that cunningly-woven net
it will be hard to hreak

On the other hand, by
and intellect  of  mankind,
MAsses mare and more l!lr'.‘.‘-‘nr;lidy LG l':'\"?“
world now talking continually of its
spicuous absurdities, such ity incapacily furmish
even work to a large percentage of its dependents; the heart
breaking monotony of modern toil as conducted under its
profit-making methods: its brutal curtatiment ol praductian
and destruction of supphies while half the world 15 starving;
its callous willingness to furnish arms to any scoundrel of @
Dictator who can pay the pnce; and so forth, almost 1l
infinitune. Over these men shake their heads in growing nuin
bers, They mutter about the corrui wion of politics, the
venality of the press, and, above all, :I]l'u wl the probability of
its dnvolving mankind in another and even more devastating
war. Fear 15 the master passion, and mankind is becoming
afraid of Capitalism.

Moreaver, there s the intellectual revolt, caused by the
understanding that the present system is largely the relic
of ages thai believed the earth was flat, and thought of God
as an irascible old gentleman to be appeased by prayer. All
that is spiritually dead, and nowadays no iulclfigem man has
any real belief n frauds and absurdities Science long ago
exposed.  But economic dependence forces millions to pretend
belief, and such enforced pretence is infinitely galling. Men
fret at living in a world of lies; at being compelled to bow the
knee to titled parasites who are worn-out survivals from the
days of feudalism; at having to pay lip homage to a Church
that preaches Dark Ages docrines. Yet with all this out-of-
date ribbish modern Capitalism, terrified by the growing
disaffection of the masses, is now allying itself. It truckles to
our territorial aristocracy. It supports %hc Church because, as
it hopes, it will keep the people quiet. It shakes hands with
Dictators of the Mussolini type, upholds militarism, and 1s
reactionary from top to toe. In all this it is {pitting itself

1c,

against the Spirit of the Age, which is scientific, eager for
realities, and %innin to be sick of hnmbug.

 The Capitalist system, therefore, though stronger than
ever materially, is full of weaknesses; and these, which are its
vulnerable points, are precisely those our Labour and Socialist
politicians are too timid and “ diplomatic” to attack. They
ronfine themselves, therefore, to wage disputes; and in these,
not having the courage to go for fundamentals, they are per-
etually beaten. The supposedly-powerful National Union of
ailwaymen petitions its employers fo pardon those of its
members who were over-zealous during the General Strike.
The miners stand on the edge of destitution and despair. The
entire movement is paralysed, and all its leaders have to offer
is the assurance that 'ﬂnéi'r are coming once more into office, and
that thereupon the Millennium wi ‘arrive.

t sort of talk is wearing thin, and over that we properly
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== - Bourgeoisie and Democracy.
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It now appears that as soon as the respite was ar

the police removed the prisoners secretly from the
ham to the condemned cell in the old Charle:
Boston, where the cells are said to be “windowless, a
lightless, and sc hot that the guards not infrequent
summer.”’  We have said before that this case is
struggle between the police authorities and public opinion.
the removal to the death cell is the reply of the police to the
0 days’ respite. They are determined to execute Sacco an

‘anzetts if they can possibly do so, because the release of
two men would be an indictment of the police. The perj
and the suppression of evidence favourable to the p

Oners.
are now known to all the world. All the mean tricks and the
distortion of evidence which were used to prejudice the jury
were carefully thought out by the J)rosecutxon,_ and together
with the malice and prejudice of Judge Thaver prove that the
execution of these men was determined on beforechand.

Even now, at the last moment, we cannot believe that they
will dare to kill Sacco and Vanzetti, but demands for their re-
lease should be poured into Governor Fuller’s letter box until
they are free again. To commute their sentences to lifelong im-
prisonment would be a travesty of justice  There is not a
scrap of reliable evidence to connect them with the murder and
robbery for which they have been sentenced, and unless they
are released unconditionally by Governor Fuller it will show
that the police are masters ‘in the State of Massachusetts and
can defy public opinion.

The .g:lmcm\?anzctﬁ Defence Committee (Boston, Mass)
has published a pamphlet, entitled “ Massachusetts’ Reputation
at Stake,” containing a reprint of Vanzetti's petition to
Governor Fuller, on behalf of Saceo and Wimselt, for their
release.  He refused to use the official form for petitions of
this nature because it contiins the word “ pardon.”” Vanzetti
deals with the major points of the case in detail and brings
our clearly the glaring onesidedness of the trial, He gives
a brief outline “L[, their early life in Ttaly and their subsequent
life in the United States. ~ There was nothing whatever that
would justify their prosecutors in classing them as criminals
capable of carrying out the South Braintree murder and
robbery. " Our ‘instinets make us abhor and our principles
condemn such @ crime.”  He says quite frankly that both
Sacco and himself ave Anarchists, and that this was known to
every juror before the trial; and “jurors, and even jdges,
believing Anarchists to be wholly bad people, cannot do them
justice even though they want to” The petition is a very
powerlul and telling one and should carry conviction to all
ﬂ}ﬁ(]l"l‘h.

The pamphlet also contains affidavits from various people
with whom JTudge Thaver conversed in and out of court during
the trial, which show that he looked upon the case as a personal
struggle between himself and the defendants and their counsel,
Ta one person he spoke of Saceo and Vanzetti as “those
bastards down there " and as Boelsheviki, and said he would
Y get these guys hanged " and he frequently referred to their
counsel, Attorney Moore, as “that long-haired Anarchist from
Californin®*  "I'his was the judge that sentenced our comrades
to death, and whom the peculiarities of the TTnite I States law

determined should hear the appeal agEninst his own willenoe.

Ihis pamphlet, * Massachuserts Reputation at Stake,'’ 1=
publisherd at 10 cents, and we shall be Meased to send cCOpIeS
post frie for Ocl 1o our renderd, the v hole of the proceods gaoing
to the Defence Commites Iarly application s necessary

Since writing the above we learn that Saceo and Vanzetti
have bepun n hunpger-strile Loprotest agamst the secrecy

rrounding the Committes of lngoiry, neither th iwserl or
ith i owed ti | { \ t ol
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at present the
greater and more

& islike this term but pre to that of
regard as a misnomer) who did ni
aim; nor do 1 thin a o
theory at any rate, most hostile to the :
is among their gods; his entire work as
tical philosopher was one cont ;
and Henry George merét{ ]
throw of land monopoly that encer a m
Statics.” He there declares specifically thi
harmony with the law of equal freedom,
and Benjamin R. Tucker insist that it wou
monopoly of the most galling type. Ei hey |
are right, and this, I maintamn, is a question of the fir
partance, o e
Here are three movements—the Anarchist, the Mutualist,
and the Henry George—each of which has a considerable and
general thoughtful ollowing. All three profess to hatege
State, but on the land question they are xﬁﬁdefd. and to the
moncy question one of them stands ‘almost totally indifferent.
Yet on each of these purely economic questions it should he
possible to discover who is right and who is wrong, and that
discovery would lead to a combined attack an. Special Privi-
lege instead of, as at present, internecine warfare, _
It goes without saying that all Anarchists are

inuo

in
favour of e?uaiily of opportunity, and I think all
of them would agree with Mr Swartz that “no other
proposed system of land tenure than that of occupancy
and use can accomplish that purpose” But herr we
meet the gigantic (“ﬁ"lt'ﬂfl\' that some land is {ar more

vitluable than other land, from which arises what is known
as the lTaw of “economic rent.™ Naturally both Tucker and
Swartz recognise this, but hoth believe that under free com-
r:-rmun these inequalities will gradually vanish, T may pers
1aps be allowed to say that for vears I have been quite familiar
with the arguments they advance: that 1 have agam examined
them carefully, as they are set out on pages 130 to 136, and
that to me they still appear most faulty. My own DpIen 15
that sites of land differ extraordinarily in vihie, and that the
—'.- he

only way to bring about equality of opportunity is ta insist
that the occupant of a peculiafly favoured plot shall pay
over to the less wred an amount eqguivalent to the valbe

his spectal | for that is what it really is. In last
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al
doesn't show :'tbati'%pﬁénce
on a colossal scal
instances, all tteste
workers usually say: “W $ ()
;ighy no interest. How, then, does this sq
Chis Mr. Swartz answers ying (@) y
is exactly the class that has no dea with the
derives no advantage from them, that ultimat
interest money that is collected”” Of cow
tortions, whether in the form of rent, in
monev, rates, taxes, or Customs
manufacturer and merchant to the
majority of which is composed of
always seems appalling that the wo
that all values are created by the applicati
natural resources, and that, therefore, Labour, as the
ducer, necessarily pays these crushing bills.
Mutualists are strongly opposed to al
measures that are inseparable accompanimi
and Communism, and Mr, Swartz says corr { hat “ act
occurrences are much better testimony than all predictio;

He discusses, therefore, at some length the results of
great experiment in Socialism, and with a most impo: ATTd
of testimony taken chiefly from the Russian Government's
official publications, It seems to me impossible for any im-
partial student to read that testimony and retain one f‘artl__c,l_e-
of belief in the Russian Dictatorship as a form of social
organisation any intelligent people would desire or even
tolerate. There is an admirable chapter on “Education and
the Arts”" and one that deals largelr;' with the Co-operative
movement in this country; but as to this last my own experi-
ence does not inspire me with anything like Mr. Swartz's
enthusiasm. The closing chapter of this book is entitled
“Bio-Bibliography,” and gives a useful list of famous authors
who have advocated Mutualism. Most of them are familiar
to Anarchist students, but it appears to me not a little strange
that the name of Tolstoy it not included in the list.

The Mutuvalist Associates c¢ollaborated with Mr. Swarlz
in the preparation of this book, and it has the approval, accord-
m% to the Publisher’s Preface, of important Mutualist and
Libertarian groups in the United States. Alas, in England
at present there appears to be practically none of that passion
for study and zeal for learning which used fo be an outstand-
ing feature of the Anarchist movement in the Uinited States.
The Socialists care only for votes, and have miseducated the
public inte believing only in numbers, Wi GOk

LIBERALS AND LABOUR

In a recent issue of the Manchester Guardian appeared a
letter  from  Alexander M. Thompson (“Dangle,’” of the
Clarion; in favour of & working agreement between the Liberal
and Labour parties at the next %;cr.cm] Election. It hardly
seemns bikely to come off if the opinions of the Right Flon.
C. I, G. Masterman are held by many other members of the
Liberal Party,  Writing in the Evening Standard in reply to a
criticism of Liberalism by Dean Inge, he says:—

* The Dean also makes the extraordinary suggestion that
the Liberals put a Red or a Pink Government into power in
1024, and may do so again.  The Labour Government which
we kept in pffice until it committed suicide haed no trace of
Red in it It had no truce of Pink mat.  Its colour might maors
aptly be described as a kind of greenish-white. We were
mmdecd compelled to pump red corpuscles into it in order to
give it the slightest trace of the roseate hues of health, and ta
[Im-\- nt 1t from prematurely perishing from perncions anwmia,

towould need a miscrascope for a student from chistant lands,
unfarmbar with pames, to discern any difference between the

fechlene nd futility of s inglorious existence, and the
feehilei and futility of the 4-:]!|.1T|\. l||l_:11|r1|.u-, existence of its
UL Indeed, if England is going 1o perish from iternal
decay and lack of enerpey, 1 can imagine no better machine
than o combinntion of the torpidity of Mr MacDonald aned the
tormichiey of Mr. Biledwin, in face of the challenge of vast and
mevitable chanpe '’
hese politicians do love each other But misfortune
1 trangre hed fellows, nnd we miay vel s Lhoses '|~|‘|._',-F.\
] on the Treasury Beneh of the Hlouse of Com
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